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ADVERTISEMENT, 


‘Due tate for reading travels isat the prefent day become fo general, 
that a work of this nature, if executed with a cerain degree of intelli- 
gence, can fearcely fail to meet with a favourable reception: it con- 
veys inftruction while it affords amufement ; it brings us acquainted 
with men and cuftoms that were either imperfectly or not at all 
known to us; and the contraft that neceflarily exifts between the man- 
ners of a diftant country and thofe of our own, diffufes, in fuch nar- 
ratives, an attractive fingularity, which, at once, combines the inte-~ 


reft of fable and the merit of hiftory. 


But not unfrequently the pleafure experienced in the perufal of thefe 
natratives is interrupted by long nautical details, which can be ufeful 
to feamen alone; and, by minute, though fcientific defcriptions, which 
are entertaining only to naturalifts: betides, in the greater part of the 
accounts of travels which are publifhed, one either finds accidents 
common to almoft all travellers, or adventures the improbability of 


which deftroys the intereft that they infpire. 


The “* Zravets in rae Ortroman Empire, Ecrpr, and PERSIA,” 
the Firft Part of which we now offer to the Public, are exempt from 
thefe defeGis. The ftyle of M. OxivieEr is fimple, clear, and concife : 


b2 his 


xil ADVERTISEMENT. 


his narrative bears the flamp of truth; indeed, in his Zvrropucrion,, 


he declares that he has adopted the idea of the celebrated VoLney,, 


who has faid that “ ¢ravels ought to be written in the mauner of biftory, 


“ and not in that of romance*.” Accordingly, our Author dwells not 


on trifles, though he leaves nothing important to be related by tra- 
vellers who may hereafter vifit the fame countries ; and, without be- 


wildering himfelf in the wide field of conjecture, he prefents to his. 


readers none but objects worthy of exciting the intereft of the trader,. 


the politician, the philofopher, and the man of {cience. 


he picture which he exhibits of CONSTANTINOPLE is both boldly 
drawn and ftrongly coloured. In fa&, it required a mafterly pencil to 
paint a city no lefs remarkable from the natural beauties of its fituation, 
the diverfified f{cenery of its environs, the commodioufnefs of its har 


bour, and the mild temperature of its climate, than from the blind 


policy and fupinenefs of its government, the turbulent. and ferocious. 


difpofiticn of its inhabitants, and the malignant influence of the 


plague, that deftructive fcourge by which it is fo.frequently ravaged. 


Fis account of TRoas cannot but be particularly interefting to the 
claffical fcholar ; while his defcription of the principal iflands of the 
Greek ARCHIPELAGO, and of the once-famous Ile of Crete, mutt 
be equally fatisfatory ta him and to the general reader. Laftly, the 


%* Voysce en Syrie ef en Egyptts 


ry 


various 
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various engravings with which this work is enriched, will gratify cu 
riofity, at the fame time that they illuftrate the text. 

M. OxiviEr being already fo well known as a naturalift of the firft 
_ clafs by the different works which he has publifhed *; it would be fu- 
perfluous here to point out his merits in that line; we fhall therefore 
content ourfelves with obferving that he appears to us to have com- 
pletely verified the opinion entertained of his general talents by thofe 
who fele&ted him asa perfon qualified for the important miffion on 
which he was employed. Of the truth of the affertion, this Firft 
Part of his “ Travers in rue Orroman Empire, EorPr, AND 
“¢ Persté,” not only affords fuflicient proof; but juftifies every con- 
fidence that the Second and Third Parts, with which he has alfo pro- ; 
mifed to favour us as foon as they are refpectively completed, will 
enable us to accomplith the tafk on which we have entered, in fuch a 


manner as to leave no difappointment in the mind of our readers. 


Lonpon, Auguft the 7th, 1$01.. 


* 1, Entomologie ou Hiftoire naturelle des Infekes, avec leurs carakeres génériques et Spéciiques, leur 
defcription, leur fynonyme, et leur figure enluminée. In 4 Vols. large 4to, with upwards of fixty 
plates to each. 

2 Didionnaive des Infettes, faifant partie de ? Encyclopédie méthodique. 4 Vols. 4to. This work is 
not yet finifhed : it will confilt of feven or eight volumes. 


3. Mémoires d Hifoire naturelle et a’ Agriculture, which it would here be too tedious to enumerate. 


«> To fpare the reader the trouble of reference, the Tranflator here inferts 
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INTRODUCTION. 


A CELEBRATED author has faid that travels ought to be written in 
the manner of hiftory, and not in that of romance *: he has proved 
to us ina clear, precife, and energetic flyle, that fubjets the moft 
ferious, and difcuffions the moft important, might intereft every clafs 
of readers, and ftill pleafe more than the flowery ftyle, the romantic 


epifodes, and the exaggerated or falfe defcriptions of moft travellers, 


Penetrated, like him, with this truth, I have, in the following nar. 
rative, avoided all fingular anecdotes, all humourous ftories, more fiz 
to amufe than infruct. I was not willing to employ thofe over-bril- 
liant colours which may be captivating for a moment, but the effed 
of which is tranfient. The fight of a deferted field, covered with 
myrtles, or that ofa garden confufedly planted with date and orange 
trees, could never inflame my imagination ; and I have irequently fur- 
veyed, without aftonilhment, truncated capitals and f{cattered fragments 


of columns. 
Not but I have been ftruck by the beauty of fituations ; not but the 
afpect of Dros and of ATHENs, of ALEXANDRIA and of BaByton, 


* Vouney, Voyage en Syrie et en Egypte, 


has 


xvi INTRODUCTION, 

has drawn from me fighs. I never contemplated the BosPuo- 
nus, the Propontis, andthe HELituspont without being moved, 
without excufing CONSTANTINE, and without faying to myfelf, that 
Nature would have done every thing for thefe countries, had fhe not 
at the fame time placed there the plague and a fanatic people, ene- 


rales to the arts and {ciences. 


CONSTANTINOPLE is interefting under fo many confiderations, that 
I thought it my duty not to quit that capital of the Ottoman Empire 
without giving a rapid iketch of the manners of a fingular people, who 
appear to have been at firft no more than a great religious and military 
fociety ; without making known fome of their cuftoms; without cafting 
an-eye on their government; and without pointing out that deiseene 
fo terrible towards tributary fubjedts, preferves, in regard to the Turks, 
moderate forms from which it would be dangerous to deviate. Ifthe 
fultan and his minifters are invefted with great power, the people are 


ever ready to rife if they abufe it. 


Troas recalled to my mind the fame of HiOMER, and that war, 
true or fabulous, in which all the gods of OLympus took a part. I 
trod with refped&t on the afhes of the Greek an Trojan he- 
roes. I fought with eagernefs the pofition of that famous city which 
for ten years fuftained the efforts of all the Greeks united. I followed 
with pleafure the courfe of the Srmois and ScAMANDER; but I 
lamented to fee fo few inhabitants, and fo little culture on a fail which 


o 


might be covered with luxuriant harvefis. 


ae The 
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The Iflands of the ARcHIPELAGO appeared to me dry, parched, and 
mountainous, although produtive, and fituated in a happy climate. 
The Greeks who inhabit them, remote from the tyrants who opprefs 
their country, have preferved their gaiety, their activity, and their 
love of independence: thofe of Scio, proteéted by their privileges, 
thew themfelves the moft a€tive, the moft indufirious, and the moft 


honett of all. 


The Ifland of Crere, fo wretched, fo poor at this day, is interefting 
from its productions, from its advantageous pofition, from the remem- 
brance of its ancient inhabitants, and from the Sphachiots who, on 


the top of their mountains, brave the arrogance of the Turks, and mock 


all their efforts. 


Ecypt gave me the idea of an extreme fecundity, by means of a 
continued labour, and a wife and intelligent diftribution of the waters 
of the Nite. EcGypr, fituated between ASIA and AFRIcA, between 
the feas of Europe and thofe of Inp1A, appeared toone of the 
greateft men of antiquity, and to him, among us, who fhews himfelf 
{till greater, worthy to be the central point of commerce of all nations. 
The river which gives life to this burning region, as regular in its in- 
creafe, as the courfe of the ftars and the movement of the univerfe, is 
well calculated to aftonifh even thofe who know how to obferve the 
progrefs of Nature, and who are familiarized to her phenomena. 
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Following the example of all travellers, we did not quit Ecypt 
without paying to the pyramids our tribute of admiration, without 
defcending into thofe vaft catacombs which the hand of man has not 


feared to profane. 


SYRIA, extremely diverfified in its produ@ions, in its climate, and 
its foil; SyRiA, burning on the fea-fhore, temperate on the declivity of 
the mountains, cool on their fummit, is beyond thofe mountains no 
more than a fteril, uninhabited country. The harbours of Tyre 
and of Sipon muft recall to our mind the adtivity and induftry of 
the nations which made them the emporium of an extenfive com- 
merce; and ALEXANDRETTA would, perhaps, have anfwered the 
views of the conqueror by whom it was founded, had not the moft 
unwholefome air ia the world been a conftant obftacle to it. Why 
mutt that interefting region be opprefled by the Turks, partly governed 
by the moft wicked man on earth *, and be, befides, expofed to thofe 
dreadful feourges, earthquakes. We beheld the deplorabie effets of 


that which was felt at Laraxkia during our ftay in PERSIA.. 


if the upper part of MEsopOTAMIA is extremely fertile and tem- 
perate, the other is arid and burning. The banks of the Euprrarzs 
and of the Ticrts, formerly fo peopled, are almcft entirely defert, 
or are no longer at this day frequented but by thofe tribes of Arab 


fhepherds, whofe manners intereft us, and. whofe patriarchal cuftoms and 


* Doezzar-pacha. 


AWS. 
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Jaws merit for fome moments all the attention of the philofopher. We 
fhall not confound them with thofe wandering hordes, not very nu- 
merous, inceffantly in a ftate of war, and ever ready to carry off flocks 


and plunder travellers. 


BaBYLoNntiA, whofe foil is level,whofe lands are deep, muft havebeen 
a granary of abundance, when inhabited by a civilized, induftrious, and 
agricultural people: it is not furprifing that aftronomy fhould have taken 
birth in this country where the eternal clearnefs of a very pure fky was 
inceflantly inviting man to contemplate the flars and to follow their 
movements. At prefent the exceflive heat of the fun, increafed by 
the abandonment and nakednefs of almoft all the lands, obliges man, 
in fummer, to pafs the day in fubterraneous caves, and the night in the 
fields or on the roof of the houfes. A wind which occafions a/phyxy, 
and which we fhall diftinguifh from the burning wind of: AFRica, is 
fometimes felt in thefe countries, while clouds of locufts frequently 
ravage the crops; and yet the ftupid and refigned Muffulman never 


makes the fmalleft effort to guard againft them. 


In croffing the mountains occupied by the Curds, I fhall have occafion 
to make known that warlike, paftoral, and agricultural people, who fo 
greatly refemble the Medes their anceftors. To me they appeared the 
fame, whether I obferved them in countries, feemingly fubje& to the 
Ottoman dominion, or fawthem expofed to the troubles and agitations 


which defolate their neighbours. 


lee For 
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For upwards of fixty years a fucceflion of ambitious men have un- 
interruptedly devaftated PERs1A in order to govern it. The cities the 
moft flourifhing under the reign of the Sophis, prefent every where 
nothing but ruins: three-fourths of the inhabitants have perifhed, or 
fled to the more tranquil and fertile regions of InDostran. A 
{tay of feveral months at the court, for the accomplifhment of a miffion 
of the higheft importance, furnifhed me with an opportunity of ob- 
ferving the great, of ftudying the common people, and of colleGing 
interefting materials for the hiftery of the inteftine wars which have 


defolated that empire fince the death of NaDIR SHAH. 


From KERMANCHA to CasBIN, from TEREHAN to IsPAHAN, and 
from that city to AMADAN, Prrs1a offered to me only an elevated 
country, thickly covered with high mountains deftitute of wood, and 
interfected by vaft plains, the greater part uncultivated, All this {pace 
is cold in winter, but extremely hot in fummer: it is, in general, very 
dry, and far from fertile. Productions are there obtained only by 
means of water, and it is by dint of labour alone that the inhabitants 
have fucceeded in procuring fprings fufficiently copious for all domeftic 


wants and for the irrigation of the lands. 


On our return, a terrible war, unexampled in the hiftory of nations,, 
permitted us not to embark in SyRIA ; and, notwithftanding the ardent 
with of revifiting our country, notwithftanding the infirmities of BRu- 

x * . 
GUIERE my colleague, and his well-founded averlion to travelling on 


A horfeback, 
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horfeback, we were under the neceffity of returning by land to Con- 
STANTINOPLE. Werepaired toCyprus inthe moft dangerous feafon 
of the year. We croffed that ifland, the wonders of which the Greeks 
have juftly extolled, and of which the Turks have made a place of in- 
fection and mortality. . We quitted it asquickly as poffible, and landed 


in CARAMANIA. 


AstA Minor unites the produétions of the coldeft countries to thofe 
of the moft temperate. Hot on the borders and in the environs of the 
fea, cold in the interior, elevated and adorned with wooded mountains, 
extenfive plains, fertile and well watered, As1A M1Nor is, perhaps, the 
country on earth the moft beautiful, the moft diverfified, and the molt 
capable of fupporting a great population. No country has coatts 
more winding, and harbours more numerous, more fafe, and more. 


fpacious. 


On our arrival at CONSTANTINOPLE, we requefted a paffport from 
the agent of the European power which covered the fea with its fhips: 
it was refufed to us. This refufal procured us theadvantage of feeing AT- 
TICA, the [%thmus of Corintu, the Gulf of Lepanro, and the Iflands 
of ItHAcaA, CEPHALONIA, and Corfu ; but it was, perhaps, the caufe 
of the death of my colleague. At ANCONA, Brucurere funk under 
a diforder occafioned by the fatigues of a long journey, and the fudden 
grief of having loft a brother in the very country where we had juft 


landed. 
Bru- 
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Brucurkre will long be mourned by his friends: he will incef- 
fantly be regretted by him who had fuch frequent occafion to ap- 
preciate the qualities of his heart, to admire the refources of his 
head, and the depth of his knowledge; by him who would have 
food fo much in need of his affiftance for the publication of the in- 
terefting articles of natural hiftory refulting from thele travels. Ne 
one had gone deeper than Brucuiére into the clafs fo difficult, fo 
numerous, and fo diverfiied of worms, mollufca, and conchylia. 
He had applied himfelf betimes to the fludy of botany, and he was no 
ftranger to the other parts of natural hiftory. It is much to be la- 
mented that an aftonifhing memory and the greateft facility of ex- 
prefling himfelf had made him negle& to note down his obfervations, 
and had even, at all times, rendered him very idle with refpect to 


writing. 


Although deprived of my coadjutor for the particular publication of 
the articles of natural hiftory inedited or little known, I ‘thall not 
the lefs unremittingly employ myfelf about them as foon as the hifto- 
~ ical part fhall be in a ftate of greater forwardnefs, and a general peace 


fhall again proiote, among us, a brifker fale of works of literature. 


The tafte of Brucuiire, his fickly ftate, and his decided predi- 
leétion for a retired and quiet life, not having permitted him, in the 
courfe of thefe travels, to apply himfelf to the fame kind of ftudy that 
{ did, and to tranfport himfelf to all the places where obfervations 


were 
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were to be made, and faéts to be collected, I was obliged to un- 
dertake alone that part of the travels which relates to the manners, the 
. cuftoms, and the laws of the nations that we vifited. In order to 
render it more interefting, I negleéted not to caft my eye towards 
our political and commercial relations. Geography, both ancient 
and modern, geoponics, and general phyfics, muft neceflarily at the 
fame time have fixed my attention ; and if I have not imparted to my 
labours all the intereft of which they were fufceptible, it is becaufe 


the powers of man, as is well known, always fall far fhort of his wifhes: 


I muft here exprefs my gratitude to Citizens Rurin, DANTAN, 
and FRANQUINI, whom I for a long time confulted at ConsTANTI- 
NOPLE, and who were ever ready to reply to my queftions relative 
to the cuftoms and laws of the country. The lait two even carried 
their complaifance fa far as to procure me the means of interrogating 
the beft-informed Turks of the capital, and to ferve as interpreters 
between them and me, whenever I wanted them. Iam alfo indebted 
to fome merchants and commiffaries of commercial relations, whom 
Y fhali confider it my duty to name, for information refpedting 
the trade and produétions of the LEvanr ; laftly, I aim’ indebted 
to Mr. Joun He’RaTuHius, an Armenian phyfician and prieft, born 
at IspAHAN, for. fome details relative to the hiftory of the gintefline 


wars of PERSIA. 


ESTIMATE 


Of the Monres, Wercurs, and Measures of which mention is made in this work. 


Tex Turkih purfe is worth §0o piaftres, nearly 1000 livres or circa 42l. 
fterling. 

The piafre is divided into 40 parats which may be eftimated at 2 livres or 
ts, 8d. fterling. . 

The parat is divided into three afpres: it is equivalent to 5 centimes. 

The Turki/h piaftre was formerly worth about 3 livres or 2s. 6d. fterling ; 
but fince the fucceflive adulteration of the coin under the laft fultans, the piaftre 
is worth little more than 1 livre 50 centimes. We have, however, valued it 
at 2 livres in imitation of the French merchants. 

The Ai/o is a meafure of capacity which is employed for grain only. Four 
kilos and a half make nearly the load of Marszitues. A kilo of wheat weighs 
from eighteen to twenty-two okes, according to the quality of this wheat. 

The ofe is a little more than three pounds two ounces Marsz1Lves weight, 
and a little lefs that forty ounces anda half Paris weight, or one thoufand two 
hundred and thirty-nine grams. 

The cantaar is forty-four okes. 

The peck is a meafure of length. Four are made ufe of at ConsTANTI- 
NopLe: the fmalleft, or that employed for filk ftuffs, fcarcely reaches two 
feet (65 centimetres). €; 

That for cloths of cotten and wool does not reach two feet one inch (68 cen- 
timetres). : 

That @f the arfenal nearly reaches twenty-fix inches (70 centimetres and a 
half ). 

The peek of mafonry, or the great peek, is two feet four inches three lines, 
or 76 centimetres and a half *. 


* The Paris foot is equal to 12.789 Englifh inches. —Tran/lator. 
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CONSTANTINOPLE, 


TO THE ISLANDS 
OF THE ARCHIPELAGO, 


AND TO 


GR bet. 


CHAP LER. A: 


Departure from Paris.—Stay at Toulon, and at Marfeilles.—Departure from 
this latter city with a convoy bound to the Levant.— Behaviour of the officers of 
the foip.— Arrival at Conftantinople. 


AT the end of October £792, the executive provifional council *, pene- 
trated with the advantages which were likely to refult from Travels into the 
Ortoman Empire, Ecypt, and Persia, refpecting commerce, agriculture, 
natural hiftory, general phyfics, geography, the medical art, and even our | 
political relations with TurKkey; perfuaded that thofe interefting countries 


had not been confidered under their true point of view, or had been fo but 


* The Members of this council were Citizens Monee, Garat, Rorann, Leserun, Cra- 
VIE RE, and Pacue. 
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partially, and that there ftiil remained much information for us to acquire 
refpecting them, fixed their choice, for the accomplifhment of this objeé&, on 
citizen Brucultre and myfelf; gave us various inftruCtions, as well verbal 
as in writing, and urged us to fet out as expeditioully as we poflibly could, 
in order to avail ourfelves of the Bzzerrz floop of war, fitted out at TouLon, 
and ready for failing. . 


We haftened to make our preparations, to purchafe fome inftruments of 
phyfics and natural hiftory, fit for our obfervations and refearches, and to 
provide ourfelves with a few books, both for our amufement and inftrudtion. 
We left Paris on the 7th of November, at eight o’clock in the evening, 
after having fpent the ‘day with a few friends, from whom we have received 
in our abfence, and during the ftorms of the revolution, the moft fincere 
proofs of attachment. On my return, I have had the fatisfa&tion to learn that, 
through a thoufand dangers, ftill more from their firmnefs and courage than 
from their prudence, they had happily got fafe to port, and that the Republic 


might ftill reckon them among her beft citizens. 


Having arrived at AvicNon, Citizen BRucuizae took the road of Mont 
PELLIER, in order to embrace his father, his wife, and his children, and 
fettle fome family affairs; I took that of the department of the Var, in order 
to embrace my parents at the Arcs, and leave, at Saint TRoprz, my wife 
in the arms of hers. We repaired much about the fame time to TouLon, 
whence we hoped to fail the firft fine weather; but for reafons which it is 
unnecefiary to fet forth here, the floop waited in the road a long time for 
failing orders, and, after two or three months of expetation, fhe was ordered 


to be put out of commifiion. 


Surprifed at fo long a delay, and forry to lofe our time, or not to employ it 
in a ufeful manner, notwithf{tanding the hopes which were given us from day to 


day, 
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day, that we fhould fhortly fail, we wrote to the Minifter for foreign affairs, 
in order to beg him to haften our departure, or to recall us, if the government 
no longer conceived our travels ufeful to the fervice of the Republic. The 
Minifter anfwered us that he had juft given orders to Citizen Guts, corre- 
fpondent for foreign affairs at Marsui.Les, to look out for a neutral veffel 
whofe commander might be willing to take us on board, as well as a fhip-builder, 
two lapidaries, and other different citizens whom the government was fending 
to CoNsTANTINOPLE, conformably to the requefts which had been made 
to it by the reis-effendi and the captain-pacha. We immediately repaired 
to Marsriuues, and, till we fet fail, we employed ourfelves in vifiting the 
manufactories, in procuring information refpecting the countries over which 
we were going to travel, and particularly concerning the trade which this town 


‘carried on with the Levant. 


The war had not yet interrupted our commercial connexions with 
eee The MepiTERRANEAN was fill free; but, from one moment 
to the other, the Englifh and the Spaniards, with whom we were already 
at war, might make their appearanee there with forces fuperior to thofe 
which we hed to oppofe to them. It was our intereft to haften the hour 
of our departure. Citizen Guts neglected nothing to find us a neutral veffel ; 
but as his meafures were ufelefs, we had recourfe toa French Captain of 
a foreign-built fhip, bound to ConsTanTINopLe, and which was to make part 
of the convoy that was getting ready at Marsriuues for the different fea- 


ports of the Levanr. 


Till then we had flattered ourfelves with making this voyage with Citi- 
zen SEMONVILLE, appointed for fome time paft Ambaflador of the Republic to 
the Ottoman PorTE; but an order of the Minifter recalled him to Paris 
when every thing was ready for his departure, and we were waiting only for a 
fair wind for failing. 

oS We 
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We left MarszinLes on the 22d of April 1793, to’ the number of 
about twenty-nine fail, convoyed by the Srvsrzzz frigate, commanded by 
Citizen Ronprau. The weather was fine, the wind faint, and the fea to- 
lerably fmooth. The next morning we entered the road of TouLan, where 
we remained till the 29th of April, in order to wait for fome ftraggling 


vefiels. 


On the 25th, we had the fatisfaction to fee a numerous convoy arrive from 
Smyrna, SaLonica, and the principal fea-ports of the Levant, efcorted 
by the Mopezsrz, a frigate commanded by Captain Venei. An account had 
already reached Touton of the interefting particulars of his engagement 
with the fleet of the famous captain of a privateer LamBro, of whom we 


fhall have occafion to fpeak elfewhere. 


For two days paft the wind had blown with violence from the north-weft, 
when we got under way, under convoy of the Dugvzsnz of 74 guns, com- 
manded by Captain Vence, the Srarzzz frigate of 40, the Sérrzusz 
frigate,and the Szwsrzzz and Rossrenoz floops of war. The wind held for a 
few days in the fame quarter, fo that we foon got fight of the weft coaft of 
SarpInia, and fhortly after of that of Arzica. The fea was fo high, that 
almoft all the paflengers were confined to their beds. I was very ill till we got 
ef Maura, and indifpofed from time to time by fea-ficknels during the whole 


paflage. 


Scarcely had we failed a week from Touxton, when we difcovered, on the 
one fide, the fouth coaft of SiciLy, and, on the other, Gozzo and Mata. 
After having paffed through this channel, the weather became finer, the fea was 
lefs rough, and the wind lulled, but it continued to blow from the north-weft 
quarter. We faw fome birds of paflage, fuch as quails, turtles, come and 


reft themfelves on the fhip’s rigging. On the twelfth day, we perceived the 
Ifland 
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Hfland of Sapiznza and the mountains of the Morga, and, before night, we 
made Cape Marapan; on the thirteenth, we found ourfelves between Cz- 
Rico and the Ifland of Crrrz. There it was that the Dugvzsye left us in 
order to returnto TouLon, and that Captain Ronpeau took the command 
of the convoy. The next day, we perceived at a very great diftance the 
mountains of the Ifland of Cretr, diftinguiflied by feamen, by the name of 


the Wurrze Mounrains. 


A part of the convoy bound to Eeypr and Syria, feparated from us un- 
der the protection of the Sz’rrzvsz, and took their route to the eaftward, 
while we dire€ted ours to the northward. We had been at fea no more than 
fifteen days, when we found ourfelves, at fun-fet, near the entrance of the 
port of Mito. The wind was to the north: for fome time, we thought 
that we were going to anchor in the harbour of that ifland; but we difco- 
vered our miftake by the fignal which was made to ply to windward, till 


Captain Ronpgau had received, on board his fhip, a pilot from the ifland. 


The French government maintained at Mio andat ArcenTizRA, fome old 
feamen to ferve as-pilots to fhips of war which might arrive in thefe difficult 
parts. The captains were exprefsly forbidden to neglect a precaution on which 
the fafety of the fhip might depend, in a fea ftrewn with fhoals, ftormy in 
winter, and fo narrow as to oblige a navigator fometimes to gain a port or to 
fhelter himfelf from a gale of wind, in a cove or behind fome ifland. It is 
neceflary, in this cafe, that long experience fhould have pointed out to him 
the paflages which he may attempt, the dangers which he ought to avoid, and 
that he fhould know, by the lead, al! the places where he may caft anchor 


without expofing himfelf to deftrudtion. 
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On the fixteenth day, the wind having fhifted to the fouth, we found our- 
felves off the Ifland of SerpHo: we had aftern of us the fhoal called the 
FaLconera, and the Ifland of SrpHanto bore from us fouth-eaft. In the 
evening, we pafled between the Iflands of Zea and TsERm1a; on the feven- 
teenth, we fleeted for Cape Doro. We foon left aftern ANpDRos and Tino, 
which lie fo near to each other, that they appeared to us to be confounded ; 
on the eighteenth day, we pafled Ipszera, and made Miryuenr. The wind 
continued to blow lightly from the fouth quarter, the weather was very fine ; 
in the morning, the fhips bound to Smyrna, under convoy of the Szarzzz, 
had fhaped their courfe to the eaftward ; tliofe for SALONICA, under charge 
of the Sevsrazz, had taken their route to the weft-north-weft : we continued, 
to the number of three, ours for CoxsTANTINOPLE, under convoy of the 


ROSSIGNOL. 


Our veffel was fo bad a failer, that till then we had been conftantly one of 
the fternmoft of the convoy, and the floops came frequently to take us in 
tow. Our officers, the moft rude and moft. ignorant of all the feamen of the 
fouth of France, in fuch cafes, vented a torrent of abufe fo low and fo 
difgufting, that we were obliged to fhut ourfelves up in our cabins, that we - 
might not hear it: befides, both the captain and the chief mate, and efpe- 
cially the fupercargo, behaved in the moft unbecoming manner to all the 
paflengers that the government was fending to the Levant, abufing fome, 
threatening others, putting all to the fhorteft allowance, though provifions 
were in fufficient plenty on board, and the fum agreed for our paflage and 
our mefiing was above the common price. 

On the nineteenth day, we pafled MityLEne: we difcovered the coaft of 
Troas and Tsnrpos; and in the evening, the cloudy weather making us 
apprehend fome fudden fquall, it was agreed, between the captains, to lie to; 


in order that they might not enter the channel of the DarpanzLuzs during 


4 the 
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the night; but when it was fo dark that our fhip could not be perceived, 
our captain ordered the blinds of the great cabin-windows to be fhut, and 
made fail to the northward. Citizen Brun, fhip-builder, as well as the fu- 
perintendants of the workmen whom he was carrying with him, perceiving the 
manoeuvre coutrary to what had been ordered by the captain of the floop of 
war, and agreed on between the captains of the fhips, wifhed to make repre- 
fentations. According to cuftom, they received abule and threats; the dif 
pute became fo ferious, that all the paflengers prefented themfelves on deck. 
For a long time it had been feared that men who fhewed fo much repug- 
nance to be towed, wifhed to fuffer themfelves to be taken by fome enemy’s 
fhip, or to run their veffel aground: the opportunity had not been favour- 
able till then, but it became fo on entering the channel. ‘his fear, which 
I was far from fharing, and which I think was never well founded, naturally 
arofe from the condud of the three officers, and might eafily take birth in the 
mind of perfons exafperated by abufive and even infulting language, and from 
the uncomfortable and fuffering condition in which we all were. What idea 
could we have of thofe men, who made ferve for eighteen perfons what 
could barely be fufficient only for ten, and who, after having partaken of our 
flender repaft, made in a hurry, and on deck, fat down to another meal pri- 
vately in their cabin morning and evening ; who availed themfelves alone 
of the greater part of the provifions which they ought to have fhared with 
all, and, among others, with the wife of the fhip-builder, pregnant and ill, and 


with children who fuffered much from  fea-ficknefs ? 


In order to put an end to the difpute, I reprefented that wehad uo right to 
concern ourfelves in the management of the fhip, but had that of having an 
eye to our own fafety, by obferving and drawing up an account in writing 
of what might happen on board fince the captain had difobeyed the orders 
of the commanding-officer of the convoy. ‘This obfervation had the effeé 
which I had expected from it; the officers grew mild ; they wifhed to per- 


fuade 
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fuade us that they were fuch good feamen and fo well acquainted with the 
coaft as to enter without danger the channel during the night; that, how- 
ever, fince we were afraid, they would lie to and wait for day, as had been 
agreed. Almoft all the paflengers were quiet; but the fhipwrights, more 
miftruftful than the others, becaufe being feamen, they were better acquainted 


with the danger, alternately kept watch till daylight. 


On the twentieth day of our departure, the 18thof May, we found our- 
felves, on rifing, between TENEDos and the coaft of Troas; and, about feven 
o’clock in the morning, we entered the channel with a rather frefh breeze at 
eaft-fouth-eaft. The floop of war lay to, and did not fhape her courfe for 
Smyrna till fhe was certain that we were out of all danger from privateers. 
Early in the day we paffed GaLLipo.i, and in the evening we were becalmed in 


the fea of Marmora. 


On the twenty-firft day, the weather was very fine, and the heat began to 
be felt; the wind was to the fouthward, but it was fo faint, that we could 
make no progrefs on account of the contrary current. "We remained the 
whole day to the north-weft of the [land of Marmora; but, during the night, 
the wind having blown with fomewhat more ftrength, on the twenty-fecond 
day, in the morning, we enjoyed the fight of ConsTANTINOPLE, and, 


about ten o’clock, we entered the harbour. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAP T £ Ri. 


Beauty of the fite of Conftantinople.—Stay in that city——Detention at Trawnik, of 
the envoy of the Republic.—Condudt of the Portee—Arrival of a Ruffian embaffy 


extraordinary. 


I+ is difficult to exprefs the various fenfations which a traveller experiences 
at the fight of this great city and of its inhabitants: its elevated pofition, 
the mixture of trees, houfes, and minarets * which it prefents; the en- 
trance of the BospHorus, the harbour and fuburbs of GaLata, Pera, and 
OTs Dimrrri ; -ScuTrARI and the verdant hills which lie behind; the 
Prorontis with its iflands; farther on, Mount OLympus covered with fnow; 
every where the variegated and fertile fields of Asta and Eurore—all this 
affemblage exhibits different pictures which captivate and aftonifh. One cannot 
tire in admiring the natural beauty of the environs of ConsTANTINOPLE, 
and in refleéting at the fame time on the happy fituation of that great city, 
whofe fupply of provifions is fo expeditioufly obtained, whofe defence is fo 


eafy, and whofe harbour is fo fafe, fo commodious, and fo extenfive. 


We haftened to land, and quit a veflel on board of which wehad greatly 
fuffered. We learnt with pleafure that the plague was not at ConsTanrTi- 
NOPLE, and that no uneafinefs was felt in that refpect. We were conduéted 
to the houfe of the firft deputy of commerce: there, we were informed that 


Citizen DescorcuHeEs, envoy extraordinary to the Ottoman Porte, appointed 


* A fort of fteeple in the form of a pillar, in which is made a ftaircafe for afcending to a 
gallery conftructed towards the top: it overlooks all the houfes, and frequently is more elevated 


than the mofque itfelf. 


& 
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in the place of Citizen SEMoNVILLE, who was then no longer expected, 
was arrived at TRAwNIK, and that he was arrefted by the pacha, in confe- 
quence of the intrigues of the agents of the courts of ENGLAND, GERMANY, 
and Russia; that Citizen Fonton, eleted provifional chairman in a meeting of 
merchants, after the departure of the ambaflador CuoiszuL, had given in his 
refignation nearly a month before; and that it was by means of the deputies 
of commerce that our relations with the Porre were continued. - 

After having learned what it concerned us to know, the deputies gave usa 
janizary to conduct us to the fuburb of Pera. It is in, this fuburb that the 
ambafladors, the agents of foreign courts, and almoft all foreigners reftde, 
with the exception of the merchants who areeftablifhed at GaLata, being 
by that means nearer to the harbour and to their commercial affairs. Pera 
is one of the moft populous quarters of the city, notwithf{tanding its diftance 
from the port and from the centre of bufinefs, and the lodgings are ex- 
tremely dear fince the rich Armenians came to fettle there, in order to be lefs 
expofed to exactions and the infults of the Turks, and to enjoy a little 
more liberty under the protection of the Europeans. 


‘When we entered the city, we paffed rapidly from the firft impreffion of 
aftonifhment and admiration occafioned by the beauty of the profpe@s and | 
by the fight of fo many different objects, to a fecond impreffion of fur- 
prife and diftafte. We were difagreeably {truck to fee it fo dirty and fo ill 
built: the ftreets are narrow, and badly paved; the houfes are irregular, 
mean, and conftru€ted with earth and wood. We were furprifed at the 
filence which reigns every where, at the haughty look and grave carriage 
of the Muffulmans, at the humble, timid, and fervile air of the Jews, 
Armenians, and even of the Greeks: this contrat is fo ftriking, that the 
(ranger gueffes, from the carriage of the man, whether he be a Muflulman 


or 
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or Raya“, without yet knowing the manner of diftinguifhing them by their 


manner of dreffing their head or their feet. 


CoNSTANTINOPLE, ON our arrival, was no longer fuch an abode as it had 
been a few years before. The revolution which was taking place in FRANCE, 
had caufed its effets to be felt even in the Levant; it had divided the French, 
and expelled from their houfes gaiety and pleafure: feveral had already put 
themfelves under forcign protection. ‘The war had juft fufpended trade, and 
interrupted our communications with France. The palace of the am- 
baflador was deferted; thofe of the other legations were fhut againft us; al- 
moft all the droguemans had emigrated; the monks and priefts of the 
country defcribed France under the moft difgufting colours; the Greek 
women, who before neglected no means to pleafe the French, and to receive 
their homages, no longer durft give themfelves up to them, becaufe they 
were reprobates whofe company was to be prohibited, whofe approach even it 


was neceflary to dread. 


True it is that the triumph of the priefts was very fhort, and that our fuc- - 
ceffes in Europe, by giving the lie to the grofs impoftures which our ene- 
mies took a pleafure in fpreading concerning all the French, prefented us 
in a more favourable and truer light. The conftraint of the women did not 
laft, and, on our return from Persia, CoNSTANTINOPLE was an infinitely 


more agreeable place of refidence than on our departure. 


The prefence of a French agent at the Ottoman Porte might counteract 
the projects and derange the hoftile meafures which feveral of the Eu- 


ropean governments had juft taken againft France. It was of importance 


* Thus are called tributary fubjects, fuch as Greeks, Jews, and Armenians. 
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to prevent the Porte from acknowledging the French Republic, and admitting 
her ambaflador : it was neceffary to do more, to involve it, if poflible, in the 
coalition formed at Pirnrrz, and ruin, at all events, the trade of the 
French in the Levant. Citizen DrescorcHes, envoy extraordinary of the 
Republic, detained for fome time at TRAWNIK, obtained permiflion to come 
to CoNsTANTINOPLE only as a fimple individual. He arrived twenty days 
after us, under a borrowed name, and aifo under the modeft title of merchant. 
He did not refide in the French palace, and obtained from the Porte no public 
character. Our political and commercial relations with this government 
continued to take place through the medium of the deputies whom the mer- 


chants elected annually for the affairs relative to their commerce. 


It appears that, at this epoch, the Porre, faithful to its principles, was 
not willing to take a part in what was pafling in Europe, and that it was 
not forry that the chriftians, whom it hates and defpifes, fhould make war 
with each other; it temporized, according to its cuftom, and waited events. 
The people faw, with pleafure, war begun between France, Germany, 
and Russia; they hoped, by this means, to retake the Crimea from 
the Ruffians, and thence be revenged for their defeats. It was perceived in 
all the fea-ports of the Levant, that if the government no longer pro- 
teed the French with the fame warmth, the people, on their fide, were 


better difpofed towards them. 


In the meantime an embafly extraordinary on the part of Russia was em- 
phatically announced : already the Greeks of Prra were calculating the 
immenfe profits which they were going to make. The women of intrigue 
were to find lovers who would indemnify them for the privation of the 
French; every mifs propofed, for her own fhare, to find in this fuite a 

hufband : 
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hufband; the papas* faw in it new penitents: houfes were hired and fur- 
nifhed beforehand: the handfomeft dreffes, the moft beautiful attire iffued 
from the wardrobe to be repaired. People, when they met, compli- 
mented each other on this grand embafly: they expreffed wifhes for its 


expeditious and happy arrival; all were in the moft lively impatience. 


We then lodged, as well as feveral other foreigners, at the houfe of a 
French traiteur, whofe wife was a Greek woman. He was a fool anda 
drunkard. Led away by his wife, as foolifh as mifchievous, he put himfelf 
under the protection of Russia, and fignified to us that we muft lay afide 
our three-coloured cockade, or leave his houfe. ‘* Such are,’? added he, * the 
“orders which I have received from my new ambaflador.”’ We made fome 
attempts to reclaim a man hurried away, in fpite of himfelf, into an incon- 
fiderate meafure. We obferved to him that he turned out at once ten or 
twelve perfons who occupied his lodgings, who promoted his cookery, and 
yielded him a confiderable profit: every thing was ufelefs. “ The Ruffans,’’ 
faid his wife to us difdainfully, ‘ will certainly contrive to make us amends 
“¢ for this lofs.’ We left the houfe immediately, and went to occupy the 


lodging of the “feunes-de-Langue +, which was vacant from their defertion. 


After having been along time expected, the embafly arrived: it was nu- 
merous and fplendid. The delirium of the Greeks was complete, and was 
prolonged for fome days; but ere long they perceived that they had de- 
ceived themfelves by an illufion; they foon found that the Ruffian officer had 
no great pecuniary means, and that the foldier was on his ration. Befides, 
there appeared very feafonably a friendly warning of the general-ambaflador, 
by which he gave notice that he would not pay the debts of his officers, and 


that every one was to look to himfelf. 


* Greek priefts. + Pupils intended for droguemans. 
The 
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The French who were at ConsTANTINOPLE, found it neceffary, in thefe 
circumftances, to conduct themfelves with prudence, and, neverthelefs, to 
difplay all their courage. Hatred againft thofe who had remained faithful to 
their country, had arrived to fuch a pitch that the fervants of the ambaffa- 
dor, a few foldiers, and the greater part of the Ruffian officers infulted them 
in the ftreets, and {matched from them the three-coloured cockade. A 
great number of complaints were made, on this fubject, to the Porte, 
through the medium of Citizen Drscorcnes, without it appearing to with 
to apply any remedy. ‘The patience of the French lafted for fome time, but at 
length it had a period; and, though there were not then two hundred, in- 
cluding the merchants and their clerks, people commonly very peaceable, 
and though the embafly was compofed of eight hundred perfons, the greater 
number refolved to arm themfelves, and to repel by force every infult that 
fhould be offered to them. Two or three piftols loaded only with powder, 
difcharged opportunely at the officers, the propofal made to thofe who dif 
played moft boldnefs, to draw their fword, foon put a ftop to every infult, 
and produced an order from the general-ambaflador not to provoke any 


longer men “fo hafty and fo petulant. 


A little time after, there arrived a German dancer, an excellent horfeman, 
who thought to make a fortune among the Turks, by opening, at the extre- 
mity of the ftreet of Pera, a fort of amphitheatre. This project appeared 
inconfiderate to thofe who were acquainted with Oriental manners, and the 
guick and _ terrible effects of the plague. They were perfuaded that it 
would not fucceed ; but they little expected that the German internuncio would 
arrogate to himfelf the police of this public place, and that he would forbid 
his protégé to admit there any individual wearing the three-coloured cockade,. 
The pleafantries to which this ridiculous conduct gave rife, foon induced the 
internuncio to difavowit. The dancer, on his fide, frightened at the fmall- 
nels of the firlt receipts, publicly made amende honorable, and neglected no 


8 means 
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means of repairing the loffes which his fubmiffion to the orders that he had re- 


ceived had at firft occafioned him. 


What contributed, on the one hand, to the infolence of fome agents of 
CaTHERINE and Francis, and, on the other, to the weak and wavering 
conduct of the Ports, was that TouLton had juft been delivered up to 
the Englifh, and that people were perfuaded that the Jacobins (thus it is 
that almoft all the French were at that time diftinguifhed) would foon be 
punifhed for their audacity. Fortunately TouLon was retaken, and then the 


PorTE appeared to with to protect us a little more effectually. 


Ifthe Ruffians and the Germans of thofe two legations conducted them- 
felves, at that period, with the greateft indecorum towards us, and in a man- 
ner little worthy of the rank which they held, it muft be confeffed that this 
was not the cafe with the greater part of the other legations ; and, were we not 
afraid of committing them with their government, we might quote a great num- 
ber of perfons who beheld with pleafure the efforts which the French were 
making to level the throne, and give themfelves a free and conftituted govern- 


ment, 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER I. 


Character of the Muffulmans, Greeks, Armenians, and Yews.—Population of 
Conftantinople.—Means of exiftence of its inhabitants. 


ConstantinopLz affords a mixture of Turks, Greeks, Armenians, Jews, 
and Europeans, whence refults a very great diverfity in manners, re- 
ligion, and language. The Turks are there much more numerous than 
the others, and are fpread throughout the whole extent of the city and fuburbs. 
The Greeks form nearly one fixth of the population; they have a quarter 
fituated towards the head of the harbour, diftinguifhed by the Greek name of 
fanaraki or fanal A great number, however, inhabit Pera and Gaata, 
and live among the Franks*. The Armenians are fomewhat lefs numerous 
than the Greeks: they refide in the interior of the city, and in the fuburbs; 
but the greater part of the rich, as we have betore faid, have fome time fince 
come to inhabit Pera, and eftablifh themfelves among the Franks, yet with- 
out mixing with them. The Jews are the leaft numerous: they live in the 
heart of the city. A few of them are eftablifhed at Pera and Gaara, and 


ferve as brokers to the merchants. 


The ambaffadors and agents of foreign powers at the Ottoman Porte, 
and the Europeans whom commerce attracts to ConsTANTINOPLE, frequently 
form a population of upwards of two thoufand perfons. Almoft all the feamen 
remain on board their fhips. The merchants are fettled at GaLaTa, in 


order to be more within reach of the harbour and the city; but the reafon 


* This is thename given by the Turks indifcriminately to all Europeans, 


which 
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which moft determines them to inhabit that quarter, is that they occupy houfes 
built in mafonry ; that they have, for their goods, ftore-houfes fubftantially 
conftruéted ; that all the windows have copper-fhutters; in a word, that 
they have neglected nothing for the fafety of their perfons and for the pro- 
tection of their property from the fires to which this city is inceffantly ex- 


pofed. 


There are none but Muffulmans, whether Turks or Arabs, who hold the 
places or employments of the government, the dignities of the empire, and 
‘who are received among the janizaries and into the other military corps, 
with the exception of the navy alone, in which the greater part of the failors 
are Greeks, as we fhall mention elfewhere more in detail. Some carry on an 
extenfive commerce ; a greater number give themfelves up to retail trade, and 
to the different mechanic arts, to the fludy of the laws and of religion, and to 


the art of writing. 


The Muffulmans have, in general, little education, a great deal of fanaticifm, 
and aridiculous pride. The ftudy of thofe who apply themfelves to lite- 
rature and to the fciences, relates to the Koran and to the interpretations 
which various Muffulman authors have given of it, to the laws which have 
emanated from it, and to the fentences of the civilians. They apply them- 
felves to poetry, to the ftudy of the Perfian and Arabic, and to aftrology. 
Few among them have any fmattering of mathematics and aftronomy. Their 
phyfic confifts in fome practices tranfmitted from father to fon. They have 
no idea of natural hiftory, phyfics, geography, naval affairs, and military tactics. 
They are acquainted with hiftory only as far asit relates to them, and they are, 
with refpe&t to other nations, and even with refpect to thofe who have pre- 
.ceded them on the territory which they occupy, in the moft complete ieno- 
rance. Almoft all the arts are ina ftate of infancy, or are unknown among 


VOL 4: D them, 


8 | TRAVELS IN THE 


them, if we except dyeing, the manufacture of various cloths, and that of 


fword and knife blades. 


For a long time paft the Europeans, and efpecially the French, have been 
defirous to tranfmit to them knowledge in fome of the ufeful arts, and they have 
fucceeded but imperfectly, becaufe national pride, ignorance, and fanaticifm 
oppofe the meafure. It is the French who have taught them to caft cannon 
and mortars, to build fhips, to make mufkets, bayonets, and gun-carriages, to 
work up iron and even filver, and to manufacture foap. National good-will 
had arrived to fuch a pitch that we fhould foon have taught them to dif- 
penfe with our manufactures. ‘The war which has juft been declared, will, 
doubtlefs, bring about a new order of things. The condudt of the Turkith 
government and of individuals, in regard to the agents of the Republic and of 
the merchants fettled among them, will unqueftionably point out what is the 


moft fuitable manner of treating in future with this anti-focial nation. 


The Greeks are gay, witty, and cunning: they exercife various trades, 
carry on fome commerce, apply themfelves to maritime affairs, vifit the 
different towns of the coaft, and never travel far inland, except into Eu- 
ropean TurKEY. They delight in mufic and dancing. In the reft of the 
empire, they give themfelves up to agriculture with'a tolerable degree of 
intelligence. The rich are well informed, fupple, and very intriguing ; they 
fitudy languages, and {pare nothing to be employed as phyficians, as drogue- 
mans, or as men of bufinefs by the Turks who hold the firft places of the 
empire. The ancient families court the honour of furnifhing the firft drogue- 
man of the Ports, and of obtaining the fovereignty of WatacHia and 


Moxipavia, notwithftanding the peril attached to thofe eminent places. 


They are, in general, fuperftitious, timid, and exact obfervers of fafts and 
lents. The priefts are very numerous, and exhibit manners fomewhat auftere. 
The 
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The fuperior clergy are alfo well informed. and tolerably rich: the re€ors 


and other ecclefiaftics are poor and very ignorant. 


The Armenians are all traders; in the Ottoman Empire, it is they who are 
engaged in the greateft trafic, and who carry it on with the moft intelli- 
gence. They are patient, economical, and indefatigable ; they travel into the 
interior of Asta and into Inp14 3; they have flore-houfes and correfpondents 
every where. The greater part of them exercife mechanic arts; they are 
bankers, contractors, and men of bufinefs of the pachas or other great per- 
fonages. ‘They are reproached with {paring no means of enriching them- 
felves, and of cheating, when they have an opportunity, in the quality of mer- 
chandife. Neverthelefs, in endeavouring to gain the moft they poflibly can, 
they feldom fail in their engagements, and are punCual in the performance of 


their promifes. 


‘Auftere in their manners, exact obfervers of the precepts of their religion, 
ignorant and fuperftitious, they need only education and a government lefs 
oppreflive and more juft than that of the Turks, to become a very eftimable 
people. 


The Jews prefent themfelves here under colours far more uniavourable 
than in Europe. More ignorant, more poor, more fanatic, they give them- 
felves up to every kind of trade and to all profeflions, even the very lowelt. 
Few among them are phyficians, droguemans, or men of bufineis : not one 
is acultivator. All trade to them is good if it yield a profit, however tri- 
fling it may be. The rich praCtife ufury, lend money on pledges at an in= 
tereft of two or three percent. by the month, and even more according to cir- 
cumftances. They are brokers, bankers, or traders. The Turkifh cuftom- 


houfe officers make ufe of them for valuing goods and collecting the duties. 


D2 As 
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As auftere in their manners as the Armenians, as greedy after gain, lef 
delicate, lefs honeft when they deal with a man of a different religion, the. 
Jews live among each other, occupy remote quarters, and tremble at the 
fight of a Muffulman. ‘Their anti-focial religion will always feparate them 
from other nations, and will infulate them, in a town, from the other inha- 
bitants, as long as they fhall be fufficiently ignorant to believe the laws of 
their legiflator, and the puerile precepts of their rabbis, emanated from the 


Divinity. 


The inhabitants of this great city, including thofe of the fuburbs of Pera, 
GaLaTA, ST. Drirrti, thofe of Scurari, and of all the villages fituated: 
on the Bosporus, and in the environs, may be eftimated at upwards of 
five hundred thoufand, according to the daily confumption of flour that is. 
there made. As no regifters of births or deaths are kept in. the Ottoman 
Empire, one can never correctly afcertain the population of the towns of 
Turkey, where the mannerzs and the mode of life of the inhabitants are fo 
different from thofe of the Europeans, where the women are almoft always 
fhut up, and where the rich men go out of their houfes as feldom as poflible ; 
but, in ConsTANTINoPLE, the government caufing a diftribution to be made 
of the flour and corn which are confumed in the city and its environs, and 
this diftribution being well known*, we.can carry the population to five 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, fuppofing that the men, women, and chil- 
dren eat a pound and a half of flour per day. If the reader obferve that, in all 
the East, much lefs meat is eaten thanin the north of Europes, but that 


a much greater confumption is there made of bread, rice, paftry, milk, 


* There are difiributed about fifteen thoufand kilos: of corn per day, which are equivalent 
to three thoufand onc -hundred and fixty-four feptiers of Paris. The kilo weighs from eighteen 
to twenty-two okes, according to the quality of the corn. The oke is nearly equal to forty 
ounces and a half, 


and. 
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and fruit, he will judge that the calculation which we prefent is tolerably 
juft. True it is that we muft take into the account the introduction of fome 
‘thoufands of quintals of fmuggled flour and corn, per day, which takes place 
notwith{tanding the vigilance of the government *; but this article is not 
fuficiently important to produce a difference of twenty thoufand inhabi- 
tants 7. 


When we reprefent to ourfelves in Europe a city like ConsTANTINOPLE, 
we are, doubtlefs, inclined to imagine that the means of exiftence there are 
fimilar to thofe of the great cities which we inhabit: we are perfuaded 
that a great number of inhabitants poffefs landed property from which they 
derive an annual income, and that all the others live by their induftry. We 
imagine that we fee the environs of the city perfettly well cultivated, embel- 
lifhed with manfions, country-houfes, and adorned with farms and gardens. 
We figure to ourfelves that a city fo happily fituated affords public walks and 
places of recreation ; in a word, we imagine that ConsTANTINOPLE refembles, 
in many refpects, all the great cities of Europe. ; 

If we caft our eyeson the immenfe population of CoNnsTANTINOPLE, we 
fhall, perhaps, be aftonifhed to fee that almoft all the inhabitants of that great 


city derive their means of exiftence from the Grand Signior, from the 


® Private perfons are forbidden to fell or diflribute corn or flour. 


+ Eron, in his Survey of the Turkifo Empire, (zd edition, page 282) eflimating the population 
of ConstTanTiINopLeE, and taking the daily confumption of flour made in that city asthe bafis 
of his calculation, gives the following refult.~ Tranflator. 


*¢ In ConsTANTINOPLE and its environsthere are daily confumed from nine to eleven thou- 


~ 
n 


fand kilos of corn, Experience has proved, that one perfon confumes nine kilos a year, one 


ow 
e 


with another. One kilo. of wheat is twenty-two okes, which renders eighteen okes of flour, of 
which they make twenty-feven okes of bread, as their bread is very moift, made into flat 
cakes feemingly half baked. An oke is about two pounds and three quarters Englifh avoir- 
dupois weight. According to this calculation, the medium number of inhabitants would be 
426,000 fouls.” 
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great employments of.the government, from hiring themfelves as fervants, 
or from fome private induftry; that a great part of the money of the 
empire is {wallowed up in the capital by means of .impofts, cuftom-houfe 
duties, and the right of fucceffion which the fovereign preferves over all 
his agents; by the confifcations in which he indulges, by the fale of all em- 
ployments, of all places and all dignities, military, adminiftrative, judicial, 
and religious; by the great revenues enjoyed by the mofques and the princi- 
pal officers of the crown ; laftly, by the voluntary or forced prefents which 
‘every man in place annually makes to thofe who prote&t him with the Porrz, 
{upport and defend him, as well as to the men of bufinefs who watch: 
over his intereft, apprize him of all the changes which happen, and of all the 
dangers by which he is threatened. 


Almoft all the revenues of the royal treafury are confumed in ConsTantTi- 
wopLE, becaufe there it is that the national eftablifhments are, and that, in 
the provinces, there neither are armies, navy, arfenals, nor fortreffes kept up 
at the expenfe of the Grand Signior. The governors, pachas, mutfelims or 
waiwodes, very far from deriving emoluments fromthe PorTE, pour, on the 
contrary, annually into the treafury a fam more or lefs confiderable, accord- 
ing to the extent and the nature of their government. The molhas, the cadis 
diftribute juflice for a duty of ten per cent. and various efcheats. The jani- 
zaries and other foldiers receive a very moderate daily pay, taken from the re. 
venues of the province: they equip themfelves at their own expenfe, and 
join their colours in time of war, without the Grand Signior remitting 
the fmalleft fum of money for that purpofe. The officers or agas have pa- 
trimonies for life, by means of which they are bound, on the firft fum- 
mons, to repair to the army, and to take with them, and at their,.coft, a 


certain number of foldiers. 


All 
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All the eftablifiments relating to the navy are at CONSTANTINOPLE. Ships 
of war are not repaired, equipped, and manned in any other port. It is there 
that fhips are chiefly built. True it is that, at this moment, there are dock- 
yards at Sinope, at the head of the Gulf of Munpania, in the Darpa- 
TELLES, at MITYLENE and at Ruopss, becaufe thofe countries are within 
reach of the timber for fhip-building; but the fum of money which iflues 
from the capital, for this object, is by no means confiderable, and is but a 
temporary remittance; befides, the pachas moft frequently provide for thele 


expentfes. 


The fortrefles are kept up by the pachas on whofe territories they are 
fituated ; accordingly, they are almoft all in bad condition: the greater part 
of them even are falling into ruins. The Grand Signior, in this refpedt, is 
eafily deceived, becaufe he receives annually an account of expenfes by which 
he is impofed on: and if the fufpicion of infidelity or complaints induced him 
to fend any one to the {pot to verify the facts, a fum of money given by the 
pacha would almoft always be fufficient for cbtaining a favourable report ; but 
were the latter difplaced, or even were his head cut off, the fucceflor would 
not, on that account, put the fortrefs into better condition; he would at firft 
make a few unimportant repairs, and would interrupt them as foon as he 


had taken the means fit for infuring his impunity. 


All the coin of Turxey, if we except Carro, is ftruck at ConsTANTINO- 
pLe, and yields for the momenta confiderabie revenue to the Grand Signior, 
becaufe he has adulterated it to fuch a degree that it has not half of the value 
of that of the fultans his predeceffors, and becaufe he has cauled it to be cir- 
culated for a value equal to that which it had before. Foreign coin has, in- 
deed, greatly increafed ; but it is not yet at the price at which it ought to 
arrive, becaufe the balance of trade isto the advantage of this empire. This 
ig not the cafe with Inpia, as I fhall fay in another place, where Turkey has 


fearcely 
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fcarcely any thing to furnifh. None but old coin is received there, and that 


of Venice, Huneary, and Spain is ftill preferred, as moft pure. 


According to an approximate eftimate, we may carry to two hundred 
millions of our livres all the money poured annually into ConsraNTINOPLE 
from the different towns and provinces of the empire. It appears that the re- 
venue of the Porte and of the Grand Signior *, including the produce of 
the coining of fpecie, is about one hundred and fifty millions of our money Tt: 
the prefents given to the men in place, the fees of men of bufinels, the re- 
venue of the mofques, that of the great, all thefe exceed not fifty millions. 
This calculation gives us upwards of three hundred livres per year for the 
maintenance of each individual ; which4s fully fufficient. I obferve that the in- 
duftry of ConsTANTINOPLE is limited almoft entirely to the wants of the inha- 
bitants, and that the principal trade which is there carried on, relates only to 
the confumption of the city. The carrying-trade is too inconfiderable to draw 


from abroad a fum of money of any importance. 


It is feen, by what we ‘have juft faid, that this city is, at the prefent mo- 
ment, indebted for its great population only to the prefence of the fovereign, 
to the expenfes of his palace, and to all the public eflablifhments which are 
there fixed. But it ConsranrTinopxeE profited at the fame time of the ad- 
vantages given it by its happy pofition between the BLack Sea and the Mr. 
DITERRANEAN, between Evropse and Asia; if it turned to account the ex- 
tent, the fafety, and the convenience of its harbour, fo fuitable for favouring a 
great trade; if induftry aflumeda greater activity ; if the objects of art were feat- 
tered throughout the whole empire and even beyond it; if the inhabitants 
fought in the culture of the lands the fubfiftence which they want and the ali- 


ment ofa part of the manufaétories ; in fhort, if they fucceeded in putting a 


* The revenue of the Stateis diftinG from that of the Sultan. 
+ We thall give fome details on this fubjest, in the courfe of thefe travels. 


{top 
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{top to the plague, that moft deftructive fcourge of the human fpecies, it is 
not to be doubted that this city would foon become of an immenfe extent 


and of a population perhaps too confiderable. 


The richeft private individuals of the empire do not come hither to fpend their 
Income in effeminacy and idlenefs, or difipate their fortunes in the hazards of 
play, in the pleafures of love, or in the luxury of the table. The agas or 
lords remain on their eftates in order to preferve them, defend them, and 
make the moft of them. The pachas cannot quit their government without 
an order of the fovereign. ‘The molhas and the cadis exercife juftice in 
the towns whither they have received orders to repair: both the one and the 


other come to intrigue at ConsTANTINOPLE only when they are difplaced. 


Moft frequently they avoid even the too fevere looks of the government : 
they have eftablifhed agents, men of bu‘inefs who intrigue for them, who ex- 
culpate them with money, who level difficulties with money, and who proe 
cure them advancement with money. Here all dignities are fold to the higheft 
bidder; all employments are put upto auction ; no lucrative place is obtained 


without a prefent more or lefs confiderable. 


There isa clafs of men who have no other profeffion than that of lending, at 
an exorbitant intereft, to the ambitious who could not obtain places without 
this means; to the extortioners who wiih to caufe their crimes to be forgotten 
and to maintain themfelves in their places, to thofe whom a powerful enemy 
would with to deftroy, and to thofe, in fhort, who want, by a great and fpeedy 
facrifice, to redeem their head threatened by the {word of the law or by the will 


of the fultan. 
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Of the feraglio of the Grand Signior.—Of the eunuchs, pages, gordeners, mutes, 
dwarfs, and capidgis. 


“Tae number of perfons attached to the Grand Signior, to his palace, and 
to his different country-houfes, is extremely confiderable, and their main- 
tenance very expenfive; it may even be faid that, in this refpect, no fo- 
vereign in Europe can be compared to him from the interior luxury of the 
feraglio, the munificence which he there difplays, and perhaps even from the 


riches which are there contained. 


The law of Manomet allows, as is well known, every Muffulman, not 
only four legitimate wives; but it alfo authorizes him to take for concubines | 
fuch a number of flaves as he pleafes, and as his fituation or his riches en- 
able him to maintain. ‘The Grand Signior, from a fentiment of pride or from 
political motives, muft not marry like his fubjects; he thinks himfelf too: 
much above the reft of mankind to involve himfelf with a woman by the ties - 
of marriage, and place her, in fome meafure, in the fame rank as himfelf. 
He has an indeterminate number of female flaves deftined to his pleafures and to 
give him fucceffors. But among this great number, feven of them only, after 
having enjoyed more or lefs the favours of the fultan, are raifed to a rank 
above the others: they become his favourites: it is they who participate 
moft commonly in his pleafures, and who fometimes acquire no {mall degree 
of influence over public affairs. They are diftinguifhed by the name of Ka- 


deun *. 
* The x at the end of the wordis pronounced. 


The 
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The flave who becomes the mother of a boy is called Hafekee: fhe has a 
houfe and flaves; fhe obtains a diftinguifhed rank; fhe is treated with the 
ereateft refpe€t; fhe enjoys a fort of liberty in the interior of the harem * ; 
in a word, the approaches the fultan as often as fhe wifhes. But if her fon hap- 


pen to die, fhe returns among the Kadewns if fhe be not fent to the old fe- 


raglio. 


The other flaves are called Odaliks, from the word Oda, which fignifies 
chamber +. If one of them be pregnant, fhe is treated with a great deal of 
attention; the exnuchs ferve her with the greateft refpect when the fultan has 
as yetno male children; fhe finds herfelf, on the contrary, in a very criti- 
cal fituation when he has any by a flave in favour. She is fortunate then if 
fhe efcape by mifcarrying or feeing the being that fhe has juft brought 
into the world fmothered at its birth. For one of thefe odaliks to become ka« 
deun, an honour extremely in requeft and ardently wifhed for by all, it is 
neceflary that the Grand Signior fhould fend one of the feven favourites to 
the old feraglio, the place of exile for his women who have mifbehaved or have 


had the misfortune to difpleafe. 


To the old feraglio t are likewife fent all the wives of the fultan who 
has juft died or has been depofed ; they are there fed and maintained with 
fome luxury, and ferved with much attention; but they can no longer go out 
of this place of retirement: it would not be decent in the eyes of the Mufflul- 
mans, that a flave, fuppofed to have enjoyed the favours of a fultan, fhould 
pafs into the arms of another man. There is only the mother of the new 
fultan, called Validai-Sultana, who has her liberty, a palace, and revenues. 


The new harem is foon replenifhed, becaufe traders come from all quarters to 


* Harem or facred place, prohibited place: this is the lodging of the women, diftin@® from 
that of the men, among all the Mahometans, 


+ The Odaliés are diflributed by chambers. 
t Ejfei ferai : it was conftruGed by Mauomer IU, 
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offer young flaves, and the pachas and the great are eager to prefent beauties 
capable of fixing the attention of the fovereign; they hope by that means to 
obtain inftantly his good graces, and place about his perfon women who may 


one day be ufeful to them. 


Travellers have improperly called fultanas the wives or the Grand Signior: 
this name is given in Turxey only to the princefles of the blood, daughters 
of a fultan, or, as we have faid before, to the mother of him who occupies 
the throne. Whe daughters ‘of the fultanas no longer bear any other 


mame but that of Kanoum-Sultana. 


It is very difficult, and perhaps impoflible, to learn exaétly the nianner in 
which the female flaves are treated in the harem of the Grand Signior: never 
has the eye of the obferver penetrated into this abode of hatred, jealoufy, and 
pride; into this abode where pleafure and love have fo-feldom refided. But, 
according to the account of the women whofe profeflion calls them thi- 
ther, the reader may reprefent to himfelf three or four hundred black eu- 
nuchs, malicious, peevifh, tormented by their impotence, curfing their nullity, 
endeavouring to counteract the female flaves intrufted to their charge; then 
a confiderable number of young women whofe hearts would willingly expand, 
whofe fenfes are moved at the idea of the pieafures which they wifh in vain 
io know, jealous of the happinefs which they are perfuaded that their rivals 
enjoy, curfing the overfeers who perplex them, folely taken up with their 
toilet, with their drefs, and, with all the nonfenfe which idlenefs and igno- 
rance can fuggeft to them; feeking, rather from vanity than from love, every 
means of pleafing a mafter too frequently difdainful. We may reprefent to 
ourfelves, in fhort, a fultan young or old, maftered by ridiculous prejudices, 
without delicacy, often whimfical or capricious, alone in the midit of five 
or fix hundred women all equally beautiful, in whom he gives birth to defires 
which he is unable to gratify, who enjoys with them no pleafures but fuch as 


are 
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are too eafy and without prelude, in which the heart has no fhare, and we 


fhall have a true idea of what pafles in the harem of the Grand Signior. 


oy 


The charge of the women is intrufted only to black eunuchs, whofe mv. 
tilation is fuch, that there remains no trace of their fex. Oriental jealoufy 
has very rightly judged that fuch creatures were rather capable of infpiring 
fentiments of hatred and contempt, than thofe of affeftion and friendfhip, 
which would not have failed to take birth if the charge of the harem had 
been intrufted to women. It was not enough to condemn thefe unfortu- 
nate females to long privations, never to let them know of love only what was 
to excite in them defires, it was even neceffary to deprive them of the con- 


folation of opening their heart in the bofom of friendfhip. 


The chief of the black eunuchs, called Ai/lar-Aga, is one of the greateft per- 
fonages of the empire: he it is who carries to the female flaves the will of his 
mafter; he it is who announces to them the happinefs which they have to 
pleafe him *. Independently of the authority which he exercifes in the ha- 
rem, he has the fuperintendance of all the imperial mofques; he is charged 
with the general adminiftration of all the pious foundations which relate to 
them ; he has the pre-eminence over the chief of the white eunuchs, and, 
what is more flattering to a flave, he more frequently approaches his matter, 


and more commonly enjoys his confidence. His income is very confiderable. 


The Khaj/ne-Vekili is the fecond eunuch of the feraglio: he replaces the 
Kiflar-Aga when he dies or is turned out of office. He has the general ad- 
miniftration of the interior imperial treafure, which muft be diftinguifhed 
from the private treafure of the Grand Signior, adminiftered by the K4a/- 
nadar-Aga, one of the pages of confidence. ‘There are fome other eunuchs 


raifed in dignity, fuch as he who belongs to the queen-mother, he to whom the 


* Allthat is faid refpeGting the handkerchief prefented or thrown to the female flave who 
pleafes the fultan, is falle, and {carcely deferves to figure in aromance, 
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care ofthe princes is intrufted, thofe who ferve the royal mofque of the ful- 
tana Validai, whither the flaves of the Grand Signior go to fay their prayers ; 
he who has the particular fuperintendance of the apartment of the Hoefekee, 


and a few others whofe funtions are lefs important. 


The white eunuchs do not approach the women: they are employed 
out of the harem, and in the particular fervice of the fultan. They have the 
charge of the gates of the feraglio; they fuperintend and inftruct the pages. 
Their chief is called Capou-Aga/fi. 


About the nidale of the ftreet of Pera, is remarked a confiderable palace 
in which a great number of young lads are lodged, boarded and maintained 
at the expenfe of the State: they are called Ichoglans. They are deftined to be 
pagestothe fulran and to occupy the principal charges of the court. Codjas or 
preceptors come every day to teach them Turkifh, Arabic, and Perfian, and 
inftruét them in writing and in the precepts of the Koran. They are all ex- 
ercifed in throwing the djerid*, in riding on horfeback, and in handling 
the fabre with dexterity: they are at the fame time accuftomed to the funétions 
which they are to difcharge about the perfon of the fovereign. A great 
number of them are likewife brought up in the interior of the feraglio. 
The white eunuchs, to whofe care they are intrufted, treat them with the 
greateft feverity, and punifh them rigoroufly for the fmalleft fault that they 
commit. They are clothed in white, and fed with temperance. ‘They are 
children of chriftians taken in war, or purchafed in Georcia and Cir- 
cassia: fome of them come from various frontiers of the empire and from 
the States of Barsary: fons of Muffulmans are alfo admitted there, 


fince the Turks no longer carry on war againft the chriftians with as many 


advantages as they did formerly. 


* A light flick, which fupplies the place of the Arabic lance in mock-fights. 
ie 
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“The Ichlogans who have well profited by their ftudies, thofe who difplay 


the moft capacity and intelligence, are the firft admitted among the pages; 
they fucceffively fill the vacant places, and occupy in their turn the greateft 
offices of the feraglio. They frequently receive very lucrative commifhions 


from the fovereign, and rich prefents from thofe for whom they folicit and 


obtain employments. 


Among the young people taken in war, purchafed or brought from all 
quarters, the greater number, under the name of Adjem-Oglan, are intended 
for the meaner employments of the feraglio: porters, wood-cutters, cooks, 
butchers, water-carriers are made of them; in a word, fervants of every 
fort: there are feldom among them fons of Muffulmans. When their num- 


ber is confiderable, fome of them have been turned over among the gar- 


e 
deners. 


The Bofangees or gardeners are about ten thoufand in number; their 
chiefis called Boftangee-Bachi; his power is very extenfive. He has not only 
the abfolute command over all the palaces and gardens of the Grand Signior ; 
put he is, befides, atthe head of the police of the environs of the capital and 
of the channel, as far as the mouth of the BLackx Sra. He reprefles de- 
bauchery, and punifhes theft, and other excefles which are committed. He 
fteers the caique of the Grand Signior when he goes on the water, and he ac- 
companies him every where on horfeback when he goes out in flate. ‘This of- 
ficer is of the number of the four rickad agaleri or officers of the court, 
obliged to accompany his highnefs wherever he goes in ceremony. The 
other three are called. buywk imbrohor, or great equerry, kurchuk imbrobor, or 


little equerry, and capidjilar hiayaffi, or great chamberlain. 


The boftangees are generally fons of Muffulmans ; they receive a tolerably 
good pay, and are almoft all married. They row with the greateft dex- 
terity 
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terity the caiques of the fultan; they fuperintend his gardens and his pa- 
laces, and fpread themfelves over the villages and country-places of the envi- 
rons of CoNSTANTINOPLE, and of the channel, in order to exercife there an 
active and falutary fuperintendance. Eftablifhed under the reign of the firft 
emperors, they were for a long time the nurfery of the beft foldiers. Thofe 
among them who difplayed the moft courage, the moft ftrength, and above all 


the moft fanaticifm, were turned over among the janizaries. 


According to oriental manners, there are no vifits, no fecret con- 
ferences, without the fervants or flaves being prefent: politenefs requires 
that coffee fhould be brought, that from time to time a pipe, filled and lighted, 
fhould be prefented ; and, according to the rank and dignity of the ftranger, 
fherbet, eflences,-and perfumes fhould be offered him. Even when a Muf- 
fulman is alone, he muft now and then have a pipe and fome coffee. The 
want of being continually waited on has, no doubt, fuggeftedto the Turks the 
idea of being attended by the deafand dumb,when they have occafion to treat of 
any important affair. The fultan has, in his palace, forty deaf and dumb per- 
fons who wait on him in conjunction with his pages. Moft of the great have 
fome allo; but there is, in this refpect, a great deal of roguery of which 
men too credulous and too unguarded may be the dupe. I frequently faw at 
the houfe of Citizen Descorcues, during the firft days of his arrival, a man 
who was reckoned deaf and dumb, with whom converfation was carried on 
in Turkifh, in writing, and who communicated the intrigues of the court 
and the anecdotes of the town. He lent too attentive an ear to all the 
difcourfe which was held, for any perfon not to be foon perfuaded that he knew 
miore than one language, and that his ears ferved him tolerably well, 


When he thought himfelf unmafked, he ceafed to a& a part no longer uleful, 


Tt has often been repeated, improperly, that mutes were fometimes corn- 


mifoned to go and ftrangle the victims that the fultan devoted to death ¢ 
Wat 
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it is generally the capidgis-bachis, of whom we fhall fpeak prefently, that 
difcharge thofe funtions, either in the capital, or in the provinces. 


The Grand Signior likewife maintains a tolerably great number of dwarfs, 
as little calculated to ferve as to amufe him. When thefe fhrimps are at 


the fame time deaf and dumb, their confequence increafes, and they are treated 
with much greater refpect. 


The capidgis or porters, whofe number is rather confiderable, keep watch 
at the outer gates of the palace. They muft not be confounded with the 
capidgis-bachis, a fort of chamberlains, whofe place is honourable and lucra- 
tive, and who are charged to execute the orders which they receive from the 
fuitan, thofe, for example, to cut off the head of a rebel or extortioner, to 


carry the news of the appointment to a government, to go and collect the 


fucceffions of the great officers of the empire, &c. Their chief, always 


taken from this clafs, is cailed mir-alem. The capidgis-bachis are fome- 


times raifed to the dignity of pacha with two tails, and go in that quality to go- 
vern the province which is allotted them. 
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TAP rerale oy 


Of the caiques.—Of the captain-pacha.—Of the Turkifh navy.—Of the galiond- 
gis Advantages of the harbour of Conftantinople. 


A. stewr really beautiful, and which one cannot fufficiently admire from the 
_ French palace, and from all the elevated places whence the eye looks down on 
the harbour and over the Sea of Marmora, is the arrival and departure of 
the fhips and large boats coming in and going out under full fail, and the con- 
tinual movement of a great number of caiques generally manned by two or 
three rowers, inceflantly crofling the harbour in every direCtion, and pro- 
ceeding with celerity .to all the villages of the BospHorus, to ScuTARI, to 
Princes’ Iflands, and to every place in the environs. Thefe caiques, thus 
named in the country, are long narrow boats, extremely light, equipped 
with one, two, or three pairs of oars, feldom with four. They carry one or 
two, and even three fails, which are fet only in fine weather, or when the 
wind is not too ftrong. ‘Thefe boats are not provided with ballaft, and are 
fo buoyant, that a breeze rather {tiff would overfet them, if the boatman did 
not take care to let-go the fheet on the {malleft danger, and to throw the boat 
up in the wind by fhifting the helm. ‘The number of thefe caiques is fo confi- 
derable, and they divide the water with fuch velocity, that fometimes all 
the fkill of the rowers cannot prevent them from running foul of each other, 
and one of the two from being overfet, efpecially when the weather is 
bad; for then the rowers do not form a fufficiently-correct judgment of the 
effect of the wind ona boat fo light, and which prefents a great deal of fur- 
face out of the water. In fuch cafes, it is proper to know how to fwim and to 
be able to gain the fhore: affiftance is feldom given to thofe to whom fuch 


2 a mise 
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a misfortune happens, becaufe there would be too much danger for him who 
would wifh to fave one of the unfortunate beings; he would run the rifk of 


being himfelf overfet in wifhing to take the other man into his boat. 


The conftruGicn of thefe calques leaves nothing to be wifhed for in point 
of the elegance of their form and the fwiftnefs of their failing. Two hours 
are fufficient, with even a light breeze, to fail from ConsTANTINOPLE to 
Princes’ Iflands, diftant from ten to twelve miles; and notwithftanding the 
contrary wind and current, three rowers never take more time for reaching 


Buyux-Dérgé, diftant fifteen miles. 


_ The caiques belonging to the fultan are remarkable for their fize, their 
gilding, their elegance, and the number and dexterity of the rowers: they 
carry fourteen pairs of oars, and are manned by twenty-eight boftangees 
dreffed in white: the boftangee-bachi, as we have before faid, is the cock- 
fwain or fteerfman. The caique of the grand vifir has twelve pairs of 
oars; that of the principal officers of the Porre, and of the ambafla- 
dors of foreign powers have feven pairs. In thefe large caiques one man 
is neceflarily required for each oar; while thofe of private perfons are 


fufficiently narrow fora fingle man to make ufe of two oars at a time. 


The fultan feldom goes on the water in winter; but, in the fummer, he 
frequently repairs to the different palaces which he has on the channel of 
the Buack Sea, or tothe palace of the freth waters, fituated two leagues from 
thé city, in the narrow valley watered by the little river which empties itfelf 
into the head of the harbour, and whofe tranquil ftream permits the caiques 
to afcend it to that diftance. ‘The cannon never fails to announce the departure 
and the arrival of the fultan: any one may eafily procure himfelf the fatis- 
faction of feeing his highnefs pafs. His caique is diftinguifhed by a beautiful 
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crimfon awning, fpread towards the ftern. Various caiques of the fame fize, 
in which are the principal officers, come next; he is preceded and followed 


bya great number of others. 


Before we enter into any details on the fubjet of the Turkith navy, we think 
it our duty tofay a word of the capitan-pacha, whofe zeal and activity have - 
never relaxed fince he has commanded the naval forces of the Ottoman Em- 
pire, and has been at the head of all the maritime eftablifhments. He enjoys 
with Szyim III. an influence which time feems to increafe and ftrengthen. In 
that happy age when the heart is ftill in all its purity, and at the time when 
the cruel miftruft of the fovereign held as prifoner the heir of the empire,- 
Hussein, born in Circassia, was a flave to young Sextim; he foon be- 
came the flatterer of all his taftes, the confidant of his heart, and his inti- 
mate friend. ‘The connexions of infancy are fubje& to experience changes and 
viciffitudes refulting from the caprices of that age; but reafon almoft always 
confolidates what a mutual inclination has begun: the friends of youth are 


reciprocally attached for the remainder of life. 


A fortunate circumftance happened to ftrengthen the Grand Signior’s 
attachment to the captain-pacha. ‘The intrigues of the feraglio, itis faid, Stee 
ened the life of Sruim, before he had arrived at the throne of his anceftors : 
a hint given him by a flave of the feraglio, filter to Hussrin, faved him from 
deftruction. Since then his gratitude has been unbounded; Szxim, {carcely 
feated on the throne, married the daughter of Asput Hamip to Hus- 
sein, and loaded him with favours: he made him fuperintendant of the navy, 
and High Admiral. The latter, brought up in the feraglio, without know- 
ledge and without fiudy, appointed to one of the firft places of the empire, 
and mafter of ali the maritime forces, was a moment embarrafled, when he 
faw about him no.man fufficiently intelligent to enlighten him and guide his 


fleps ; 
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iteps ; but prefently, in imitation of his predeceffor, he fent for French 
builders and fhipwrights to direét the works of the arfenal, and pufh on with 


activity the veflels which he refolved to conftrud. 


Hassan-pacha, his predeceflor, agreater man than he, but full as ignorant, 
frequently counteraéted in his proje€ls, becaufe he had not, like the latter, 
the entire confidence of his mafter, had caufed to be built as many fhips 
as the finances of the State and circumftances would allow. We had called 
ina French builder, named Lzror, and had permitted him to give to the 
Turkifh fhips the European form which they had not before. The prefent cap- 
tain-pacha had only to follow the fteps of Hassan ; but, being more fortunate, 


he found in the attachment of the fovereign all the pecuniary means fit for 


favouring his projects. 


The laft two wars with Russa, the iffue of which had been fo unfortu- 
nate, had made the Grand Signior and the Divan fenfible of the neceffity of 
having a powerful navy, as well for defending the pofleffions of the BLack 
Sea and of the ArcHiPELAGO, as for fecuring the capital from all infult on 
the part of the Rufllans. And, indeed, the captain-pacha has had the 
facility of tranfinitting into the department of the navy the major part of 
the revenues of the State, and by this means of caufing a great number of fhips 
to be built. We may, at this moment, carry the Turkifh navy to twenty fail 
of the line, one of which is a three-decker ; to upwards of twenty frigates or 
floops, fome of which are of forty guns; and to various other {mall veffels. 
On our departure, in the year VI. (1798) fhip-building was pufhed on with 
the greateft aGtivity, at the head of the BLack Sea, at Sinop:, in the Gulf. 
of Munpania, in the DarDaNeELLeEs, at MiTVLENE, and at Ruovzs. And 
fhould nothing derange the projects of the captain-pacha, or civert the funds 
appropriated at this moment to the navy, it is not to be doubted that the 

PoRTE 
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Porte will foon have a confiderable number of fhips like thofe of the Eu- 
ropean powers: but will it have a fufficiency of failors to man them, and of 


officers fkilful enough to direct their movements ? 


Unfortunately the captain-pacha has not the great views of a ftatefman, 
and the knowledge which his place requires: he employs himfelf with the 
fmalleft details, with the minutenefs of a man who has more good-will than_ 
talents. He is himfelf feen to dire& the works of the arfenal, and there 
to fpend the whole day, in order to flimulate the workmen by his prefence ; 
but, too confined in his conceptions, he has thought to be able to form a 
navy by, fimply ordering the conftru€tion of a great number of fhips: he 
has not encouraged trade, he has not even refolved on plans for the formation 
of feamen. ‘There has, indeed, long exifted a mathematical fchool in the 
arfenal: under Torr, another fchool was formed for navigation: but they 
have not received the encouragement which they would require, and the know- 
‘ledge of the profeffors is too limited for thefe fchools to be at this moment 


of great utility. 


The Turks, in general, are not fond of the fea; they cannot conform 
to the adlive life which a feaman is obliged to lead; they cannot accuftom 
themfelves to the privations which that profeffion requires; they commonly 
prefer making ufe of the Greeks, who difplay, in this line as in every other, 
an intelligence and an activity of which the Turks are not capable. The 
Greeks manceuvre tolerably well, and conduct their little veflels with much 
{kill in the feas with which they are acquainted; but they have not the 
fmalleft: theory of navigation: almoft all of them navigate without a compafs, 
fteer only by the knowledge of the mountains and coafts, bear up for every 
wind that blows fomewhat ftrong, and go and wait for fine weather in 
the neareft port. : 

The 
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The failors and foldiers of the navy were formerly called evens or leventis : 
they are at this day diftinguifhed by the name of galiondyis: the former are 
Turks of the maritime villages, ce Greeks of the ARCHIPELAGO; they are 
permanent, conftantly receive their pay, and are to embark at the firft order. 
The galiondgis-foldiers are all Muffulmans, and receive pay only when em- 
ployed: after the fhip is put out of commiffion they obtain leave to retire 
into their own country, and to refume their ufual ‘occupations. ‘The Greeks 
are employed in a fhip cf war only for working her; her defence being re- 
ferved for the Muffulmans. Prudence permits not the latter, in thofe cir- 
cumftances, to give arms to men whom they opprefs; they know, befides, 
that the Greeks would be little difpofed to fight, and get themfelves killed for 


them. 


When the exigencies of the State require it, recourfe is had to the mer- 
chant-fervice, and, if it be neceflary, a firman of the Grand Signior appears, 
by which it is enjoined to the primates of every ifland of the ARcHIPELAGo, 
to the governor of every maritime town of any confequence, to fend to Con- 
sTANTINOPLE a certain number of failors. This is what we faw happen in the 
fpring of the year VI. (1798), when the qu-ftion was to man three fhips of 
the line, two caravels, three frigates, three corvettes, and fifteen gun-boaits. 
Thefe laft were intended for afcending the Danure, and feconding the at- 
tack which the captain-pacha meditated by land againft Wipin, where Pas- 
wan Oc.ou was fhut up. The caravels were to repair to ALEXANDRIA ac- 
cording to cuftom; the fhips, the figates, and the co:vettes were to go into 
the ArncuiprLaco for the purpofe of levying on the Greeks the annual im- 


poft to which they are fubject. 


The galiondgis-foldiers are very undifciplined, very mutinous, and generally 
very licentious. Before their departure, they almoft always give themfelves 


up to eacefles which the government tolerates or dares not punifh for fear 
of 
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of difpleafing them all. The Jews, the Armenians, the Greeks, and even 
the Europeans are very circumfpect at this period: they avoid pafling, even 
in broad day, into the quarters at all remote of Pera and Gauara, and they 
take care to return to their own habitations before dark. Notwithftanding 
thefe precautions, a great number of perfons were ftopped and robbed in 
Garata in the year VI. (1798), and fome even were killed. vest is 
that to this fcourge was added that of the arrival of the troops who were 
aflembling at ConsTANTINOPLE and ADRIANOPLE, in order to march againit 


Paswan OcLou. 


At Pera, there are feveral houfes where European failors, Greeks, and even 
Turks goto drink and intoxicate themfelves, notwithftanding the feverity of 
the government in this refpect. Quarrels frequently happen among the 
fea-faring people, which fometimes terminate in the death of fome of them. 
A little time after our arrival at ConsTANTINOFLE, we were witnefles 
of the affaflination of a Greek, of the audacity of the *galiondgi who 


killed him, and of the impunity which was the refult. 


A few Greeks, feated round a table, were drinking with each other, 
when a galiondgi whom they did not know, and who had juft been drink- 
ing alone, called on them to pay for him: the latter refufed; he infifted, 
and accompanied his demand by the epithets of dogs, hogs, and infidels, 
fo familiar in the mouth of the Turks when they are fpeaking to 
fubjets not Muffulmans. The anfwer was a fecond time negative, but 
not abufive;. the galiondgi immediately drew his yatagan*, and threatened 
to kill thefe Greeks if they did not pay; on the third refufal on their 
part, one of them received the mortal wound. The galiondgi, without fear as 


without remorfe, put on a refolute air, kept the others and all the by- 


* A fabre a little crooked inwards, pointed and very fharp, which the Turks wear at their 
gidle, and of which they make ufe in battle. 


ftandets 
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flanders in awe, by holding a piftol in one hand, and his yatagan in the other. 


Te quietly waiked off, when the guard, armed only with flicks, ran to feize 


hold of him. The galiondgi faced about, threatened to fire at the firft wno 
fhould advance, made a running fight of it, wounded fome of them, and 
reached the burying-grounds, which lie on a declivity to the weft of Prra, 


Under cover of the ee he arrived at the thipping . vhere he met 


Al 


with comrades who reccived him and favoured his efcape, 


A fhip of war was, not long fince, fitted up in fuch a manner that each Turk 
had his birth and every thing that was necefiary for his cooking and other 
arrangements. ‘The between-decks were fo encumbered, that frequently it 
was very difficult to make ufe of the great guns, and the Muffulmans oe 
conftantly received feveral broadfides from the enemy, before they were ina 
condition to return them. ‘The guns themfelves were of a different calibre, 
and they were ferved without order or preparation: the fhot which were 
brought for loading the cannon, were frequently either too large or too 
fmall; which did not allow of defending a fhip of the greate% force againtt a 
fingle frigate: but, within thefe few years, the Turks have introduced more 
order into their fhips; the duty is carried on with much more intelligence, 


the Letween-decks are no longer fo encumbered, and the artillery is better 


ferved than it was before. 


The captain-pacha, as we have already faid, is the High Admiral and the 
fuperintendant-general of the navy; he ufually commands in perfon the 
fleets and all the naval forces of the empire; he nominates to all places, 
and employments; he,orders the building and repairing of fhips; but the 
terfana-cmini 1s properly the naval minifter, fince he has the ad:niniftration of 
the funds appropriated to the navy, the direGtion of the fupply of ftores to 
the arfenal, the care of the equipment of the fhips, and the fuperintendance 


of all the works; he has under him chiefs, deputies, and different harbour. 


FOr Ls 
aed G matters, 
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mafters, as well for the execution of his orders and for private fuperin= 


tendance, as for the police... 


The length of the harbour, from the point of the feraglio to the village off 
Aryun, is upwards of three thoufand toifes; its fmalleft width is about three 
“hundred : it is reckoned upwards of five hundred in front of TopHana, and: 
in front of the arfenal. he fhips of war are ‘ranged very near to 
each other along the arfenal. Merchant-veffels commonly anchor along: 
Gauata. Some of them: come under Satyzasarr and’ Fonpocrt, waite 
ing for the moment to get’ under fail, becaufe they are afraid, in going out; 
that the ftream may carry them on the point of the feraglio; but this precaution 
is generally ufelefs: fhips may effect their departure equally weil from the place: 
where they come to an anchor and from every part of the harbour, provided 
care be taken, if the wind hang- to the northward, to keep on the fide of 
TorHana, for were the wind to die away all at once, and’a veffel had got 
too near the point of the feraglio, fiie would run a rifk of being driven 
againft the rocks by which it is ikirted, and of being daflied to-pieces. Ships 
of the line fometimes, before they fail, bring up in the middle of the hars 
bour, but moft frequently they anchor in the BospHorus, from Fonpocti ag. 


far as BDECHIK-TACHE.| 


& fhiip may, with the greateft facility, leave the harbour with every wind) 
that commonly reigns in thefe countries. There is none but an eaftérly 
wiad that is: contrary; though, independently of that wind blowing very fel: 
dom at CoNSTANTINOPLE, itis there but momentary: {carcely is it felt, bea 


fore it fhifts to.the northward or fouthward:. 


However, if it is eafy to leave the harbour, a fhip cannot ftand for the: 
ARCHIPELAGO but with a wind from the northern quarter, nor for the BLacx 
Sea, but with a foutherly wind, The pees of the feas andthe direftion of 


the 
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the coafts form and modify the winds in fuch a manner that they blow 
almoft always from thofe two quarters: a breeze from the fouth is much lefs 
frequent than the other, and fcarcely ever blows during the three fummer 
months of the year; on which account, it feldom happens that, in this fea- 


fon, a veffel is able to afcend the HzLLisronrT. 


Although’this harbour has no road properly fo called, it neverthelefs cn- 
joys, more than any other, that advantage, fince a whole fleet, however nu- 
merous, may anchor in fafety in the BospHorus, and there wait for tue 
moment of departure: it might alfo anchor between the coaft of Asta and 
Painces’ Iflands, and even all along the city as far as St. STEPHANo, if 


the wind were to the northward. 


The pofition of this harbour is fuch, *that there is nothing to fear from 
the enterprifes of an enemy’s fleet; for it would be cafy to prohibit the en- 
trance of the Bosporus and of the HeLiespontT, by fortifying thofe two 
important paflages. The Propontis might ferve for naval evolutions, and 
become a practical fchool of navigation. This harbour has, befides, the 
great advantage of being capable of containing a very confiderable navy, as 
well on account of its extent, and of the facility which it affords of pro- 
curing every thing that is neceflary for the building, the repairing, and 
the equipment of a great number of fhips, as becaufe there might be had, 
in a little time, all the failors that would be wanted, from the quantity of 
harbours and maritime towns which lie near at hand, from the extent of the 
coafts, and from the population of which thefe fertile and diverfified countries 


‘are fulceptible. 


In fhort, one of the inappreciable advantages of the harbour of Cone 
STANTINOPLE, is that it cannot be choked up, becaufe a part of the wa. 
ters which come from the Buack Sza, and which are driven back by the 


G3 advanced 
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advanced point of the feraglio, make the tour of the harbour} and fweep away 


all the ordure and filth which the “Furks never ceafe to throw into it. 


At the time of our departure, fome Swedifh engineers were conftruCting 
a bafin in the arfenal, to ferve for the repairing and even for the building 
of a fhip of the greateft force. The rock’ in which they were digging, 
was foft, fchiftofe, and neverthelels fo little fufceptible of infiltration, 
that the moft fimple pump was fufficient for the removal of the water.. 
From this, hopes may be entertained of increafing the number of thefe bafins: 
at no confiderable expenfe 3, which would be of the greateft utility so the 
pavy of this countrys. . 


CHAPTER 
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Ctr Tak Vis 


Excurfion to the environs of Pera.—Tombs of the Armenians.——Trip to Scutari.— 
Defeription of the burying-grounds.—-Mountain of Bourgourlou.— Ceremonies 


of the bowling dervifess 


Vu the arrival of the envoy extraordinary of the Republic, our pecuniary 
means allowed us not to undertake diflant excurfions: we were under the 
neceffity of confining ourfelves to feeing the ciiy and the adjacent country, 
and to vifiting, in Asia, the environs of Scuraks, and the land of the an- 
cient Cuaicepon. Our firlt fleps were dire€ted to the burying-ground of 


Pera, a place for walking and recreation to fome, a place for melancholy and 


meditation to others. You arrive there by the long ftreet of Pszra, and you 
find yourfelf on an elevated lawn, partly covered with grafs, occupied by 
the burying ground of the Armenians and by that of the Europeans: on 


one fide is feena cultivated field, and a little farther cn, a thick foreft of 


cyprefles, a vaft cemetery of the Muffulmans. A company of boftangees are 


there in a fort of pavilion, to give, to thofe who call for them, pipes and 


coffee. ‘This place, melancholy, from the furrounding objets, is neverthe- 


lefs infinitely agreeable from the vatious profpects which prefent them- 


felves, from the landfcapes afforded by the coaft of Asia and the fhores of 


the BospHorus, from ihe view of the Proronris and of a great part of. 


CoNSTANTINOPLE. 


The graves. of t] e Europeans are feattered over a fpace fomewhat confiderable : 


the greater part of them are remarkable from a large fepulchral ftone, on 


. . . aes. a 7. Be iu + WEA 
which is engraved an infeription more or lefs emphatical. For this purpofe 

‘ 1 Fomine? awe f: uentiv se Tel Syne 
is employed a granite marble, whith, aad frequently veined with gray, 


Nea | 
Whien 
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which is drawn from the Mand of Marmora. The graves of the Turks, 
of which we fhall prefently fpeak, are concealed from view by a very thick 
foreft of cyprefles. Thofe of the Armenians ferve asa feat, and are fhaded 
by different trees of an agreeable and diverfified afpe¢t: among others are to 
be remarked the mulberry-tree, the plane-tree, the afh, the elm, and the 


walnut-tree. 


The graves of the Armenians are very clofe to each other, and are covered 
by a marble fculptured in relief in its upper part, reprefenting a vafe of 
flowers, the inflrument which defignates the rank and profeffion.of the de- 
ceafed, and an inicription in Armenian charatters. A perfon muft have died 
‘very poor if he have on his grave only a ‘fimple ftone, without any orna- 
ment. Frequently is perceived, by the fide of the infcription, the figure of a 
man whofe head is cut off; this is a method of perpetuating the remem- 
brance of an injuftice, of an a& of tyranny on the part of the Turks, and of 
tranfmitting it tothe moft remote pofterity. I haveoften feen in the forenoon, 
Armenian women weeping afd miourning over the grave of a hufband, 
over that ofa father, a mother, or a child: the whole family fometimes come 
thither: not unfrequently too priefts come, with the parents of the deceafed, 
to recite, over his grave, prayers for the repofe and falvation of his foul. 
The Armenians, like the Turks, confider it as a duty to wafh the body of 
their dead before they bury them, and almoft all of them take care to plant, 
near the grave, a tree that may fhade it one day, and moderate the ardent 


yays of the fun, 


From this ‘beautiful fite you defcend rapidly, by different roads, into a.nar- 
row, fertile valley, where fome Turks cultivate, with no great intelligence, 
the black mulberry-tree, a few fruit-trees, and feveral kitchen-garden plants, 
fuch as the garden-bean, lettuce, chicory, folanum melongena, hibifcus efculentus, 


and various {pecies of pumpkins. You leave at fome diftance, to the right, the 


Turkifh 
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Turkifh cemeteries of which we havefpoken; tothe left, an uneven ground, often 
uncultivated: atthe extremity of this valley you find, at a little diftance from 
the fea, a walk planted with old cypreffes and a few elms, too far diftant from 
the city to be frequented. Beyond this, are feen two palaces belonging to the 
fultan, one of which fituated on a height, is in a rather bad condition: the 
other, placed on the fhore of the channel of the BLacr Sea, is kept up and 
taken care of: the latter has gardens tolerably extenfive, various edifices, and 
feveral kiofks or little pavilions ornamented and beautified externally. Sr- 
yim III. goes thither, it is faid, every year to fpend a few days at the begin- 


ning of the fummer; he takes with him his harem, fome pages, and moft of 


his officers.. 


We had already been feveral times on the coaft of Asta, and had thence 
brought back fome plants and land-fhells infinitely interefting: we had vifited 
the extenfive burying-grounds of Scurari and examined the foil of Cuaucr- 
pon, when we refolved, on the 15th of Prairial (3d of June) to go and aff! at the 
religious ceremonies of the howling dervifes, and to afcend the mouniain of 
BourcourRLovu, in order to enjoy fully the view of ConsTANTINOPLE. From 
the valley which I have juft mentioned,. we repaired to the fea-port of Dazara- 
parcHe with fome of our friends: we had taken with us: two.janizaries 
belonging to the French palace, in order that they might ferve us as an. 
efcort and guides. This precaution is not abfolutely neceflary in the environs | 
of the capital, for it very feldom happens that,. in ordinary times, feveral Eu-. 
ropeans aflembled are there infulted by Turks; but itis proper and fome. 
times even ufeful, becaufe a ftranger is more refpected, and more confidered ; 
befides, he obtains what he wants with greater facility, and always at a more. 


moderate price than when he is alone. 


We embarked in caiques with three pairs of oars. The fea was fmooth, 
the weather very fine; ten minutes were fuflicient to tranfport us acrofs the 
$ 


channel,. 
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channel, and land us at Scurari. This town, which may be conficered asa 
fuburb of ConsTANTINOPLE, is fituated on the oppofite bank of the channel, 
on a floping ground: it prefents itfelf in the form of an amphitheatre, and 
affords a view very picturefque from the mixture of trees, houfes, mofaues, and 
minarets. Its population is eflimated at near fixty thoufand fouls. The greater 
number of the inhabitants of Scurart are Muflulmans: there are, however, 
many Greeks, a few Armenians, and a few Jews. This town ferves as 
an emporium and a rendezvous to the caravans of Asia: it carries on fome 
trade inland, and likewife with CONSTANTINOPLE. Some manufactories of fluffs, 
both of filk, and of cotton,. are there to be feen. The ground which fur. 
rounds it is tolerably well cultivated, and furnifhes grain, vegetables, her- 
bage, fruit, and particularly grapes which are kept during the whole winter 


and part of the fpring. 


At Scurant, there is one of the great mollas of the empire for the admi- 
niftration of juflice. His jurifdiction embraces the part of the channel of the 
Biackx Sea on the fide of Asta, and extends feveral leagues inland. He 
has, under him, a naib or Heutenant, and feveral regifters. For the police, 
there is a guard-houfe of boftangees commrmnanded by a captain dependent on 
the boftangee-bachi, and a guard-houle of janizaries commanded by an officer 


dependent on the janizary-aga of ConsTANTINOPLE, 


The burying-grounds of Scurar: are the handfomeft of the Gttoman 
Empire, from their extent, the luxury of the tombs, and the height and clofe- 
nefs of the trees. The rich Turks of ConsTaNTINOFLE, from a fentiment 
of pride or piety, prefer being buried in Asia, which they cogfider as a 
holy land, as aland belonging to the true believers ; while the land of Evrorr, 
according to them, is to fall one day into the hands of the chriftian powers, and 


be trodden on by the infidels. Thefe burying-grounds are fituated above 


the 
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the town, and extend to the eaft and to the fouth, towards the fea, and to 


the environs of the fpot formerly occupied by CHaLcrpon. 


Before we ftrayed into this foreft of cypreffes, we vifited feveral ftore- 
houfes of tomb-ftones ready to be ereéted: we there found an afortment 
relating to the different profeffions and employments of the Turks, and cal- 
culated at the fame time to fatisfy the tafte of every one: feveral workmen are 
employed in cutting the marble, in giving it various forms, in tracing on one 
of its faces, flowers, eulogiums, and fentences taken from the Koran. 

When you have penetrated into the foreft, the image of the tombs, the 
fight of a young widow fhedding tears over the grave of her hufband, of 
a mother regretting the lofs of the deareft of her children, of an old man who 
has feen the laft branch of his family become extinét; the filence which 
reigns in thefe places confecrated to death; the dark and uniform green 
of the cyprefs ; the abfence of the fun, whofe rays cannot penetrate the thick 
foliage of the trees; the plaintive fong of the turtles—every thing inclines 
man to meditation, and plunges him into a fweet melancholy. A fimilar 
place in Europe would be frequented by unhappy lovers, by unfortunate 


men, by thofe to whom fadnefs is a want, and tears are a relief. 


The graves are very clofe to each other, and very diverfified in their form. 
The poor Turks content themfelves with erecting, at the two extremities of the 
grave, a fimple fepulchral ftone, without ornament and without infcription. 
Moft frequently there are two flabs of marble fculptured and ornamented, one 
of which furmounted by a turban fimilar to that which the man wore in his 
life-time, prefents an in{cription indicating the age and profeffion of the de- 
ceafed, and at the fame time containing a panegyric or a fentence taken 
from the Koran: the other piece of marble is ornamented with a cyprefs- 
tree in relief, or a vafe of flowers ; it alfo bears fometimes a fecond infcription. 


VOL I. H The 
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The letters are always in relief, and painted in black or gilt. The graves of 
the women are diftinguifhable, from one of thefe flabs of marble, in lieu of 
prefenting a turban, being commonly terminated in the form of a mufhroom. 
Thofe of the rich have the circumference of the grave in mafonry: fome, fimi- 
lar to ‘an antique farcophagus, are raifed about three feet, and compofed of 
four pieces of marble, two flat ones of which form the fides of the tomb; 
thofe of the two extremities are furmounted by two pillars feven or eight feet 
high, on one of which is feen a long infcription. The upper part of the 
farcophagus is without a lid, and leaves expofed to view the earth which co- 
vers the body. Sometimes a fpace containing one or feveral graves fur- 
rounded by a wall or palifade. A cyprefs-tree is commonly planted at one of 
the extremities of every grave; which is the reafon that, in thefe Turkith bury- 


ing-grounds, thofe trees are fo numerous and fo clofe that they form a thick 
foreft. 


For the firft years after the interment, the relations of the deceafed come fromr 
time totime, or at fixed periods, to fhed tears over the grave, to renew their 
regret, and fpend the whole day in affliction. Some, more alive to their lofs, 
make it their duty to cultivate flowers’ there, to take care of the cyprefs-tree 


which they have planted, and thence to addrefs prayers to the Supreme 


Being. 


We quitted thefe gloomy places in order to fee images more cheerful. Half 

a league to the eaftward of ScuTartis the hill of Bourcourxou, whence the 
view extends afar, and fpreads over the greateft part of ConsTANTINOPLE. 
The road thither is tolerably good: we went into a little village from which 
we had feen a great number of perfons come, leading horfes loaded with 
pitchers. We learnt that Sultan Sexim and almoft all the great men of the 
capital drank no other water than that of the {pring of this village, becaufe 
it was confidefed as the moft wholefome and the lighteft of all the waters 
4 which 
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which reach ConsTANTINOPLE, or afe to be found in the environs. We 
tafted it, and we faw that, in fatt, it deferved, to a certain degree, the reputa- 
tion which it enjoyed. The hill whence it iffues is fchiftofe, and has nothing 
remarkable but a light turf, and a clump of trees that fhades it, under which 
Turkith women affemble to drink coffee, fmoke a pipe, and make a frugal 


repait. 


We for fome time enjoyed the enchanting fight which prefented itfelf to 
us: we could not fufficiertly contemplate the majefty of thefe places; our 
eyes could not tire in alteinately furveying the city and the harbour, the 
winding channel of the Buackx Sea, and the numerous villages fituated on its 
fhores, the Seaof Marmora covered with iflands, and the ever-verdant fields 
of Europe and Asia. But the fcene was to change: it was time to go 
and afift at the religious ceremonies of the dervifes, known under the name of 
bowlers; to fee to what a pitch religious roguery fports with fools and block- 
heads, and by what means it fucceeds in making dupes. One would have fome 
difficulty in believing that men are capable of fo much folly, and friars of 
impoftures fo grofs, if the moft enlightened ftates of Evrore had not them- 


felves afforded us feenes as ridiculous, and full as difeufting. 


In a fquare hall by no means fpacious, badly lighted, and in very indifferent 
condition, there was, for the men, a gallery raifed three or four feet, and 
above, a tribune for the women, faced with clofe lattice-work. On one of 
the fides was afpace lower by a foot than the floor of the hall, where we were 
as in the pit of a theatre. The middle of the hall was occupied by about 
thirty friars of different ranks and profeffions, to judge of +4,2m from. their 
turban. Some of them were dreffed as janizaries, others as tchocadars, fome 
as boftangees ; feveral nad the lengthened, and almoft cylindrical felt-cap of der- 
vifes. The fuperiors of the order had their turban nearly fimilar to that 


H 2 of 
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of the men of the law; feveral among them wore the green /é/é, like the 


emirs. 


The ceremony began by fome prayers, during which all the friars gave each 
other the kifs of peace or fraternity. ‘The novices, or thofe who appeared to 
us of an inferior rank, fimply kiffed the hand of the fuperior and of the chiefs 
of the order, with the greateft refpet. The latter were placed towards the wall, 
onaline alittle curved; behind them were fufpended various iron inftruments, 
fit for piercing the different parts of the body, and taking hold of burning 
coals inorder to put them into the mouth or on the tongue; fome were in- 
tended to be made red hot in the fire and to be afterwards applied, as we 
were told, to different parts of the body. Facing thefe chiefs, towards the 
middle of the hall, the dervifes were placed, on a curved line, in a humble 
pofture, kneeling, fitting on their heels, according to the oriental cuftom. After 
a few minutes fpent in prayer, to thefe laft was given a great tabor, in the 
infide of which were one, two, or three ftrings fimilar to our thick violin or 
bafs ftrings. One alone of thefe tabors had five or fix little copper-wires. In 
front of thefe muficians was placed a brazier, for the purpofe of heating the 
inftruments from time to time, and giving to the fkin the fuitable tenfion. The 
fuperior beat time, and regulated the movement of the inftruments with cym- 
bals : two others ftruck on two little kettle-drums. This mufic accompanied 


canticles in honour of Manomet, which all the friars fangin unifon. 


- 


During this monotonous and tirefome concert, we were from time to 
time eleétrified by the fight of a friar who came and prefented himfelf to the 
fuperior, as if ftruck by the omnipotence of the Divinity: he fell by degrees 
into convulfions. his body then grew ftiff, and, appeared in the ftate of one 
dead. He funk into the arms of the friars in waiting, who tried to reftore him 
to life by touching his face, his drefs, and principally his arms and thighs. 

With 
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With fome, this was a fimple ecftafy : the return to life was effected in a flow 
and gradual manner; with others, the ftate of death appeared complete. 
The friars in waiting extended them on the floor, and made the greateft 
efforts to reftore them to life. Independently of touching them repeatedly, 
they fpoke to them feveral times in their ear; and, when all common means 
were exhaulted, the chief approached ‘in order to exercife his omnipotence. He 
fpread his hand over the face of the dead perfon, who fuddenly came to him- 
felf and got up with the greateft nimblenefs, aflifted by adervife in waiting. 
This fight, prefented all the time that the ceremony lafted, became more fre- 


quent towards the end, during the howlings of thefe fanatics. 


For half an hour the mufic had fatigued our ears, and the ccnvulfionaries 
had afflicted our hearts, when two men, naked to the waift, came to occupy 
the fcene for feven. or eight minutes. They were each armed with two irons, 
upwards of a foot long, pointed at one of the extremities, and terminated at 
the other by a wooden ball covered all round with little chains, the laft link of 
which was in the form of a very fharp nail. Thefe men made different 
movements backward and forward with force and celerity, and appeared 
to thruft the points of thefe two irons into their belly; but they took care 
every time to put their thumb on the points. However, the quicknefs of 
the motions, direCted fometimes on one fide, fometimes on the other, the 
noife and the play. of the little chains—every thing prevented their cunning 
from being diftinély perceived. Thefe two men at length pretended to 
thruft the inftruments into their ears, their forehead, and their eyes; but 
then their precaution appeared greater, their motion was not fo quick, and a 
dervife fuddenly wrapped them up in a cloak; he laid them on the floor, where 
they remained for fome minutes like dead perfons. They then got up again 
at the fame time rubbing their face and body with their hands, and they ap- 
peared as if refufcitated and cured of their wounds. They went and refumed 


their place and their tabor. 


We 
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We were told that fometimes the ceremony is more diverfified, that thefe 
fanatics put burning coals into their. mouth, and that they apply their tongue 
to hot irons: we eafily believed it, on feeing fufpended againft the wall the 


inftruments fit for executing fimilar fooleries. 


When this mufic ceafed, almoft all the dervifes placed themfelves in a 
circle and pronounced the word Alleh (God), at the fame time following 
the tone at firft flow, then quick, which was given by two of them, who 
had placed themfelves in the middle, and who were, during this time, finging 
canticles in honour of Mauomert and his defcendants. The former fhook 
their heads, fometimes forward, fometimes fideways or circularly, with more or 
lefs rapidity, according to the fong. At other times they tofled about their 
body, fometimes to the right, fometimes to the left, and fometimes backward 
and forward, till they had exhaufted themfelves with fatigue, and were quite 
bathed with {weat.. They took breath for a moment, and then began again, 
conftantly pronouncing the word A/a, or only venting a cry fimilar to that 
of heh or hei, which appeared to iffue from the bottom of the ftomach. ‘The 
fhort intervals which occurred between thefe howlings, were filled by the 
finging of the two friars who, as we have faid, were feated in the middle 
of thefe howlers. We remarked that there was among the chiefs more re- 
ferve, more calmnefs, lefs difpofition to fanaticifm ; thofe among them who 
from time tq time mixed with the howlers, {pared their lungs, and did not fa- 


tigue their body. 


We came out of this hall with a head-ach and a general uneafinels oc- 
cafioned by the horrible clamour of thefe fanatics and the fight of thefe dif- 
agreeable fcenes. We felt it neceflary to take the air and give a turn to our 
thoughts: we dire€ted our fteps towards Karacserai, fituated on the fea-fhore, 
half a league to the fouth of Scurari; this is an imperial palace at prefent 
deferted, built by AMurar IV. Although it was very agreeably fituated, had 

fine 
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fine gardens, and afforded a view of the Propontis, of CoNsTANTINOPLE, and 
of the coafts of Europe and Asta, yet the laft fultans have preferred their 
palaces on the channe!, becaufe in fummer the current of air which comes re- 
gularly every day from the Brack Sea, procures a coolnefs which is 
enjoyed much lefs at Kayvvcserat: befides, a place fo near to the cemeteries of 
ScuTari was much more calculated for meditations than for recreation and 


pleafure. 


Continuing our walk, we came to the ground formerly occupied by Cuat- 
CEDON, where we found nothing very interefting, except fome remains of walls 
and a little temple under ground, which appears to have been conftruéted in the 
time of the perfecution of the chriftians. We fpent the remainder of the day 
near a fpring, in order to enjoy the coolnefs under the thick fhade of feveral 
plane-trees. Our caigque had been waiting for us there a long time; an in- 
telligent Greek had prepared a large pilau and a few dainties for our jani- 
zaries and boatmen; and for us, a dinner which was feafoned by a good 
appetite, and enlivened by our reflections and by the charming fpot on which 


we were feated. 


‘ If the inhabitants of Mecara, in founding, under the name of Proceras- 
TIs, acity at the fouth entrance of the BospHorus, had the intention of mak. 
ing it an eftablifhment for trade, people have been in the right to give it from 
derifion the name of CHALCEDON or Crrr or THE Buino, fince there ex- 
ited very near to that fpot a fituation which afforded the advantages of an 
immenfe and very fafe harbour; but, as a country-town, CHALCEDON en- 
joyed an extenfive and fertile territory, and a pofition infinitely agreeable: 
placed on a promontory facing the PRoponTis, fheltered from the north 
winds, at a little diftance from Princes’ Mflands, it is not furprifing that this 
town fhould become powerful, and that it fhould have rivalled Bysanrium, 
founded fome time after. CuaLcEDON, befides, had two finall harbours, whofe 


jetties 
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jetties are fill to be diftinguifhed, which muft have been fufficient for its 
trade and for its wants. 


Pleafed with our day’s excurfion, we entered the caique before fun-fet, in 
order to repair to the city. All this coaft, elevated fome toifes above the 
level of the waters, was then covered with feveral plants and various fpecies 
of broom in.-flower, which produced the moft beautiful effe&, and fingularly or- 
namented the picture prefented to us by the cyprefles of ScuTari, and the near- 
eft hills of Asta. Here the fea is never fufficiently agitated to encroach on 
the coaft for any great extent, and form a beach at all confiderable. When 
the foil allows, vegetables grow and fructify at a little diftance from the 
fhore, without being incommoded by the waters. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPITER YiL 


Defcription of the environs of Conftantinople.—LExcurfion of the Sultan.— Efta- 
blifbments of Levens-{chiflit.—Powder-manufactory of St. Stephano.—Cu/flom 
of the Orientals. 


Crrizen Descorcuss arrived at CONSTANTINOPLE on the 1oth of Prairial 
year I (7th of June 1793); from what he told us he was ignorant of our 
miffion : he had not, before his departure, received any inftrutions which re- 
lated to us, and found not at the legation any letter or notice concerning our 
travels. We were a little furprifed to fee ourfelves, as it were, abandoned, 
when France, ftrongly agitated internally, and externally attacked with vi- 
gour by a confiderable number of enemies, could not permit the provifional 
government to caft their looks on us. Befides, the minifters who had fent 
us to the Levant were no longer in place, er were already no longer in ex- 
iftence. 


Our miffion, fubordinate to events, had for a long time paft changed its ob- 
je€t: our political and commercial relations with the Ottoman Porte were 
almoft interrupted fince the retreat of the provifional ruler, fince, above all, 
the looks of the Government of France appeared to be fixcd more parti- 
cularly on the points threatened, and fince the greater part of the rulers, 
guided by a blind and difaftrous delirium, were unfortunately hurrying the 
mation into meafures fubverfive of all induftry-and of all commerce. The 
fate of the French fettled in the Levant depended on that of the mother- 
country : a few reverfes more in Europr would have been fufficient for them 
all to fee themfelves in a moment involved in one general profcription: to 
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fuch a degree did the Ports then appear weak, and the enemies of FRANCE 


exacting. 


Doubtful whether our travels would prefent the fame degree of utility to 
thofe who were, fince our departure, invefted with authority, and whether they 
would grant us the afliftance which their predeceflors had promifed us, and 
with which we could no longer difpenfe, we refolved to return to our own 
country, or wait at CONSTANTINOPLE, according to the opinion of Citizen 
Descorcues, till the minifter for foreign affairs had explained himfelf ree 
- fpecting us. And in order to derive, at all events, the greateft advantage from 
our travels, we haftened to gather all the knowledge which a ftay of a few: 
months might allow us; we attentively vifited the city and the environs, and 
directed our fteps towards. every place where we could make any interefting. 


difcovery. 


Although the foil of the environs of ConsTANTINOPLE is every where 
very fit for the vine, for various fpecies of corn, for the mulberry-tree, and: 
for the different fruit-trees of our climates, fearcely any culture is there feen,. 
except on the borders of the channel. The land is tolerably level in the 
weft part of the city; it forms a few rifing grounds and fome vaft plains, 
on which an induftrious and agricultural people would eafily find an abundant 
and varied food: it is uneven and interfeCted by hills and vales in the northern. 
part, that is to fay, from the harbour to the BLacx Sea. Almoft all this 
place is fchiftofe; the vegetable ftratum is more or lefs thick and of a to- 
lerably good quality, efpecially in the vallies aad in the places where the foil is. 
of any depth; but whether the mifchievous genius of defpotifm dries. up every. 
where the fources of public profperity, or whether the Turks are not fond. 
of giving themfelves up to the culture of the land, and that, in imitation of their 
forefathers, they prefer the dangerous profeffion of arms, robbery, or traffic, it. 
is certain that, in all the Ottoman Empire, part of the beft lands are 

| neglected,. 
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neglected, and that it is the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Arabs who 
apply themfelves more particularly to agriculture, when they are not too 
much opprefled by the agents of the government, or tormented by pillaging 
and devafiating hordes that the pachas tolerate or cannot reprefs. 


Within thefe few years, fome Greeks of Erirus and of Datmatia 
have fown with fuccefs a few wafte lands in the environs of the capital, and 
have there made fufficiently plentiful harvefts; their example will be imitated, 
no doubt, if the government do not throw any obftacles in the way, if it can 
be convinced that a land covered with rich crops, produ€tive trees, and ufeful 


plants is the moft beautiful ornament of the environs of a city and the moft 


flattering panegyric of the fovereign. 


On going out by the elevated fuburb of Pera, you find an uneven, fchiftofe 
foil, little cultivated: to the left you fee a narrow, deep valley, extremely 
fertile, in which are reared different kitchen-garden plants. Beyond this 
valley you perceive alfo, on an elevated ground, the village of Sr. Dimitry, 
which may be confidered as one of the fuburbs of the capital. The en- 
virons of this Greek village prefent a few vineyards and gardens. After 
having pafled a fecond valley, you foon arrive on a level fpot, uncul- 
tivated, and tolerably fpacious, called Ox-mzipan, to which the fultan re- 
pairs fometimes in fummer, accompanied by the principal officers of his houfe- 
hold and a part of his pages. He there fpends the day in a beautiful kiofk 
or under magnificent tents, and fometimes amufes himfelf in letting off two 


or three arrows. 


Skilful flatterers, ever a€tive about the man in power, have not failed to 
find that every arrow fhot from the hand of the fovereign reached to a prodi- 
gious diftance, and, in order to eternize the remembrance of it, have been 


c2 eager 
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eager to erect, every time that the fultan has taken this’ diverfion, a marble 


\ 
pillar on which is engraved in reliefa long infcription. 


The pages who exercife themfelves after him, would take good care not to 
difplay all their ftrength and all their fkill, if they were not certain that the 
mark which has juft been hit, in appearance, by the fultan, has been placed out 
of the reach of their arrows. 


Thefe pages then perform a mock-fight on horfeback with the lance, 
very much ufed among all the Orientals; it confifts in throwing on a gallop, 
with the arm raifed, that weapon with the greateft force, and hitting with its 
point one’s adverfary at a fomewhat great diftance. And whether he have 
miffed his aim or ftruck his enemy, the Turkifh, Arabic or Perfian war- 
rior, in order not to remain unarmed or be ftruck in his turn, muft again re- 
cover his weapon going on at the fame time, without fetting his foot to the 
ground. Inthe mock-fight, they make ufe of a ftick called dyerid, taken from 
light wood, fuch as the willow or the date-tree ; for, without this precaution, 
ferious accidents would frequently happen: a perfon might be dangeroufly 
wounded if the djerid were of a hard and heavy wood. 


In every part of the Ottoman Empire, we were feveral times witneffes. 
of the dexterity which the Orientals difplay in this combat, and of the 
nimblenefs with which, while on a gallop, they recover their djerid, often 
at the firft attempt. This fight, much more frequent among the Arabs 
than among the Turks and the Perfians, can take place only between an 
imconfiderable number of combatants, and among nations which make 


much more ufe of the lance than of fire-arms. 


In following the road of Br.crapeE and of Buyux-péré, you fee fome 


uncultivated lands, a few feattered vineyards, and fome fields laid down in 


: 
corns, 
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corn. After a journey, on foot, of an hour and a half, you arrive at a fort 
of farm, called Lerens-Scuzrrrr, adorned with fome gardens tolerabiy 
pi€turefque, and fome rather extenfive buildings kept in very good order. 
Hassan, captain-pacha, to whom fultan Asput Hamip had given it as an 
appanage, had made of it a place of recreation, and had there placed a guard 
of /evens or marines, in order to reprefs pillage, and prevent the robberies 
which were then committed on this road, and even under the walls of the 


city. 


What is at this day feen moft interefting at Levens-scHIFLIT, is a ma- 
nufactory of mufkets and bayonets in the European ftyle, eftablifhed at the 
commencement of SELim’s reign, by a Spanifh engineer: it was neglected and. 
almoft abandoned a little time after its eftablifhment;. but it has refumed 
its activity fince SzLim, the captain-pacha, and fome members of the coun- 
cil, finding the fuperiority of our weapons and the advantage of our tadtics,. 


refolved to introduce them by degrees into the Ottoman armies. 


A part of thefe buildings is occupied, at this moment, by a corps of infantry 
of twelve hundred boftangees paid and exercifed in the European manner, by 
another corps of about four thoufand gunners, bombardiers, and matroffes, 
and by a company of horfe-artillery ; but it appears that there had alfo been 
an intention of lodging there cavalry, to judge from the extent of the ftables 
and buildings which were erected at the time that the Grand Signior and 
the greater part of the members of the Divan were likewife taken up with 
the creation of a ftanding army, organized in imitation.of that of the European 


powers, 


Notwithftanding the mutiny, the threats, and the revolt of the janizaries 3. 
notwithftanding the refiftance of the other corps of troops and the oppofition. 
of the whole nation, which repels with obftinacy the cuftoms that have 


been 
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been tranfmitted to it by other nations, it is not to be doubted that Seur 
would have fucceeded in his proje@ts, and have furmounted all the obfta- 
cles which the intereft of fome, and the ignorance and fanaticifm of all op- 
pofed to him, if a man no ‘iefs extraordinary than enterprifing, if Paswan 
Ocxov had not found, in his genius and in the pecuniary afliftance of thofe 
whom the fuccefs of his projects might counteract, the means of paralyzing 
the great meafures of the Porter, the only -ones capable perhaps of 
ftrengthening the authority ofthe fovereign, of preventing the revolts of the 


pachas, of relieving the people, and of protracting the fall of this vaft empire. 


I thall, on another occafion, make known that man who is moved by hid- 


den fprings, and whom policy makes ufe of whenever it has need of him. 


After having pafled Levens-ScuirLit,.you proceed, by various roads, to 
Beierabe, to Tarapia, and to Buyux-péré, villages which the European 
ambafladors have fucceflively inhabited in the fummer. To the weftward and 
northward of the firft, are fome ancient forefts, the abode of wild boars, 
flags, roe-bucks, jackals, and of feveral birds of prey. . The /milax ew- 
celfa* climbs up to the top of the moft of thefe trees, and envelops them 
with its branches and foliage. 


If youthen direét your fteps to the oppofite fide, to the weft part of the city, 
for example, where the level grounds and the extremely fertile lands feem to in- 
vite man to conceal himfelf from the intrigues, the noife, and the tumult of 
cities, in order to feek in the fields, under a cool fhade, in the middle of an 
orchard, plenty, peace, and happinefs, you will be furprifed, no doubt, 
to find thefe lands fo little cultivated, equally negleCted as the others, and to 
fee them feldom covered with rich harvefts. We were ftruck, the firft time 


that we directed our fteps towards thefe places, at the terrible effeét which def- 


* Lofty-climbing ericntal bindweed.—T. 
8 potifm 
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potifm produces on agriculture in the environs of ConsTANTINOPLE. The 
filence which reigns every where, the nakednefs of the fields, the culture of 
the lands extremely neglected, and the total abandonment of fome, befpeak 
rather a devaftated country, or the fteril borders of a province diftant from 
the roads, the ports and. towns of confumption, than the approaches of the 


capital of a great empire. 


Ona vaft extent of ground which you traverfe in the environs of the roads 
of ADRIANOPLE and of RoposTo, or on the road of St. STEPHANO, you 
meet with only three or four farms, the appanage of fome eminent place or pof- 


fefled for ever by fome imperial mofque. 


In following the road the neareft to the fea-fhore, you arrive, after two 
hours’ walk, at St. SrEPHANO, a Greek village, where the Grand Signior has, 
within thefe few years, eftablifhed a manufactory of gun-powder, the direction 
of which he has intrufted to an Italian. The ignorance of the Turks, in 
regard to the manufacture of powder, has always been fuch, that they for a 
long time purchafed that commodity of the Venetians, and have not yet fuc- 
ceeded in giving it that degree of perfection which it obtains among us. The 
powder manufactured in Turkey is fearcely fit for fhooting, and efpecially 
for the priming of a mufket or a piftol. ‘The fhip-captains who frequent the 
Levant, almoft all make it an article of merchandife extremely advan- 
tageous, becaufe the Turks feek, for their piftols and carbines, the fine pow- 


der of Eurove, and becaufe the Europeans who amufe themfelves in fhoot- 


ing, cannot difpenfe with it. : 


‘The environs of Sr. Sreprano are excellent for quail-fhooting, from the 
end of Fruétidor to the end of Vendemiaire. Ducks and teals are alfo to be 
found during the winter, on the banks of the lake known under the Italian 


name 
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name of Ponrz Precozo*, which lies beyond the village. This lake is ex- 
tremely full of ith; I have feveral times: feen monftrous carp that had been 
caught there; they weighed from fifty te eighty pounds, and were three 
or four feet long. 


It was on the 22d of Prairial (10th of June) that we went, on foot, to 
St. StepHaNo, walking acrofs fields covered with thiftles, graffes, and 
plants of every {pecies which delayed our progrefs, and fatigued us greatly. 
We hoped to return the fame day by fea, in order to examine the fhore; 
but as it was already late when we left the manufactory, it was impoflible for 
us to find a boat, fo that, tired as we were, we were obliged to determine on 
making a frugal repaft at the houfe of a Greek papas, and pafs the night 


on a fopha, expofed to fleas and bugs, extremely numerous throughout 
‘the Levant. 


The Orientals, more fimple than ourfelves in their houfehold furniture, are 
not acquainted with the luxury of beds. They have in their houfes a cer- — 
tain number of very light mattrefles, of wool or cotton, which they fpread 
-on the floor or on the fophas at bed-time, and on which they pafs the night. 
The women take off their trinkets, and lay afide their finery; the men ftrip 
themfelves of their habit of ceremony, change their turban, and lie down 
in their clothes, as well as the women. They cover themfelves with quilted 
coverlids, to which the rich add a cotton fheet, which they commonly do 


not change tillit 1s very dirty, or almoft worn out., 


The next morning thefe mattrefles and coverlids are taken away; they are 
fhut up in clofets, and the bed-chamber again becomes the drawing-room and 
* Orthe little bridge ; andin Turkith, Koutchouk-tchefmé. The lake has taken the name of the 


bridge eftablithed on the narrow part which communicates with the fea. A few leagues from , 
this fpot, is another lake, called, for the fame reafon, ‘Ponte grande or Buyuk-tchefné. 


eating- 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE, &c. 65 


eating-parlour. Among the poor Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, the whole 
family almoft always fleep in the fame room; but, among the Muffulmans, the 


apartment of the men is always feparate from that of the women. 


As the ufe of chairs and tables is equally unknown to the Orientals, fophas 
are the principal and almoft the only articles of furniture of their apartments : 
thefe are generally put on three fides of the room, on that of the windows 
and on two of the other fides: they are immediately placed on the floor, or 
raifed a few inches, half a foot and even a foot, by means of a little emi- 
nence formed of fome planks. They are covered with beautiful printed 
callicoes, ftuffs of filk, velvet, or cloth, and ornamented with cotton, filk, 
filver, or gold fringe. There are large cufhions for the back, throughout 
the length of the fopha, trimmed with fringe and covered with the fame 
{tuffs ; carpets and mats are placed in the middle of the room. There re- 
mains a part of the floor, oppofite to the entrance-door, which is lower by 
five or fix inches, and which ferves as a paflage for going to the lateral 


chambers. 


The fopha ferves-as a feat during the day, and as a bed during the night : 
there it is that the Orientals pafs the day, fquatted, with their legs croffed, 
and that, at night, they place their mattreffes for fleeping. Frequently, in 
order not to wear the fopha too much, they remain on the carpet or on the 
mat, and, at night, for want of other mattreffes, they fleep on the fopha, after 


having taken off the cover by which it is ornamented. 


Tt may be conceived that this manner of living on the floor, on carpets or 
mats which cannot be fwept, and which are neglected to be beaten or fhaken, 
in wooden houfes, in a hot climate, among a people who are fearcely ac- 
quainted with the ufe of linen, who keep on their garments during the night, 
and do not take them off in general till they are worn out, fleas, bugs, and all 
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the vermin which adhere to the dirty and negligent man, muft be extremely 
numerous; this too was what made us fuffer moft in the courfe of our tra- 
vels, becaufe it was impoflible for us to fecure ourfelves againit thofe infects 
when we were obliged to lie down in a place which was infefted by them. 

Tt was not enough for the fleas and bugs to prevent us from fleeping; we 
were, befides, lighted by a lamp which was burning before the image of 
the virgin, as is the pra@ice night ard day in all the Greek houfes of the 
Levant. We durft not extinguifh it: we fhould have afflited too much the 
worthy prieft at whofe houfe we had ftopped, and who had received us with 
the greateft politenels. | 


We had obferved, in going to St. SrzpHano, the double ditch and the 
double wall which fecure ConsTANTINOPLE by land, and which have been fo 
well preferved, notwithftanding the various attacks which that city has exe 
perienced : we withed, on our return, to take a look at the wall which formerly 
defended it by fea, from one extremity to the other, and which extended all 
along the harbour as far as the environs of 4zyur, We embarked the 
next morning in a caique, and, in an hourand ahalf, we were before the little 
circular fort, known by the name of the siping Towers, fituated at the fouthern 
extremity of the city. It is nothing more at the prefent day but a State 
prifon, in which the ambafladors and agents of foreign powers are fhut up 


when the Turks are at war with them. 


The walls which are afterwards feen, are partly deftroyed. Here are to be 
remarked various infcriptions which indicate the period of the works which 
the Greek emperors ere€ted. Here are likewife to be feen pieces of pillars 
which the Turks employed when they repaired the breaches occafioned by 
the fiege that they carried on before they made themfelves mafters of the 
city, | 

: We 
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We foon arrived at the gate of Duovp-Pacna, neat which is the ancient 
harbour of Tuzoposius or of Exzruruer. We ftopped further on at 
CatirGé-LIMANI, or the galley-harbour, conftru@ed by Juian, repaired 
by Manomer II, at this day choked up, and, in a great meafure, trans- 


formed, as well as the other, into kitchen-gardens. 


Thefe two harbours, ufelefs to the navy, would, neverthelefs, be deepened 
and kept up by a nation more enlightened than that of the Turks, becaufe 
they would facilitate the conveyance of provifions and merchandife into every 
quarter of this great city, whofe uneven and hilly ground fcarcely permits 


the ufe of carts. 


We rowed upwards of an hour along the walls of the city before we 
arrived off the feraglio. Here, cypreffes, pines, and plane.trées rife above 
the outer wall; farther on, various irregular buildings, feveral domes and 
minarets of mofques are to be remarked in this vaft enclofure which was oc. 
cupied by the ancient Byzantium; by the fea-fide are feen a few kiotks, 
whither the fultan repairs fometimes to enjoy a view of the PRopontis, and 


breathe the cool air which comes every day, in fummer, from the Buacx Sga. 


Having arrived at the point of the feraglio, we pafled the harbour, leaving 
it on the left, and ScuTari on the right; then we difembarked at the landing. 
place of Top-uana, fituated to the eaft of GaLaTa. 
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CHAP Ui Vi 


Defeription of the Bofphorus and of its environs.—Arrival at Buyuk-déré.—Of 
the plane-tree which is there met with.—Indications of a volcano at the mouth of 


’ the Black Sea. 


Ow the 25th of Prairial (13th of June) we refolved to go and take up our 
refidence at Buyux-pérf, a village fituated in Europe, near five leagues 
from CoNsTANTINOPLE, towards the mouth of the channel, in order to be 
better enabled to vifit to a fomewhat confiderable diftance from the city, 
the fields of Europz and of Asia, to repair with greater facility to the 
 fhores of the Buack Sza, and to avail ourfelvés of the feafon favourable 
for obfervations, refearches, and the collecting of moft of the articles of 
natural hiftory. ‘The fpring-plants had already done flowering, and no longer: 
afforded any. thing but feeds; thofe of fummer were going to flower, and 
gave us hopes of an abundant harveft. On our return from Ecypt in Ther- 
midor and Frudtidor year II. we had colleéted a few late plants and a great many 
feeds; and, on returning from Persia in the year VI. (1798) we had not 


quitted ConsTANTINOPLE without gathering the {pring-plants. 


We went to embark at Top-zana on board a caique with three pairs of 
oars: it was neceflary to pafs through a multitude of fnarling dogs which 
fatigue Europeans by their barking, and of which a perfon ought to be on his 
guard, becaufe they fometimes revenge themfelves unawares for the blows 
which they, from time to time, receive from the failors. The fquare which 
leads to the fteps where you embark, is large, irregular, planted with fome 
beautiful plane-trees, and adorned with a fountain conftructed within thefe 
few years by a-captain-pacha. It is furmounted by a broad, wooden frame, on 

which 
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which are crowded ornaments, gilding, fentences, and infcriptions. At this 
period workmen were employed in building in the park of artillery, fituated on 
the fide of the fquare, a triple row of barracks which are difpofed in the 
figure of an amphitheatre, and have a tolerably handfome effect. In the 
{quare were lying heaps of corn and fruit, on which turtles and fparrows in 
great numbers were gorging themfelves without being in fear of the paflengers 


or the mafter of thefe commodities. 


The Turks have, in this refpe&t, the greateft indifference: they neither allow 
themfelves to kill thefe birds nor to drive them away: fome even would think 
themfelves very happy in providing fortheir maintenance. “ Mu/? not thefe in- 
“* nocent creatures,” Say they, “‘ find their fubjiftence? If it pleafe God, we 
<¢ hall next year have a more abundant harveft.” Some among them build, in 
various parts of their houfes, nefts not without a degree of beauty, and take 
good care not to difturb the loves of thefe birds, ftili lefs to deftroy their 
young. Thefe religious fentiments forma fingular contraft with the unjuft 
and oppreffive conduct which they hold towards the chriftians who refide 
among them and whom they have unmercifully ftripped, and by no means 
agree with that infatiable cupidity which charatterifes the Turkifh nation, and 


of which I fhall frequently have occafion to fpeak. 


On receding from the water-fide, the eye extends with pleafure over the fub- 
urbs of GaLata, Top-Hana, Pera, SALYBasaRi, and Fonpoc ti, which 
you leave on the left, and which prefents itfelf in the form of an am phi- 
theatre. You prefently arrive in front of the feraglio of Becuix-racus, of 
which I have already fpoken. You then fee the village of that name, together 
with thofe of Orra-xeu!, Kourou-TcHesmz, and ARNAOUD-KEUI; butall 
this fpace forms, properly fpeaking, only one contiguous village, where are 
feen fome very handfome houfes almoft entirely buile of wood and varioufly 
painted: thofe belonging to the Turks are in white or red; thofe of the 

Greeks, 
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Greeks, Armenians, and Jews are of a blackifh brown. The latter are not 
allowed to employ the colours of the Muffulmans: in Tuaxey, the houfes, 


N 


like the garments, diftinguifh the mafler from the flave. 


Yhe ground forms, all along the channel, a chain of fchiftofe hills, 
very fertile, covered with cypreffes, oaks, lime-trees, chefnut-trees, arbutufes, 
myrtles, brooms, and vines, which prefent an-infinitely acreeable afpeét. 
Thefe hills are interrupted by fome vallies of ‘he greateft fertility, which 
contribute to vary and embellifh the pitture. Gardens more or lefs fpacious, 
adorned with flowers and kiofks difpofed in fuch a manner as to receive the 
current of air, and afford at a diftance a view of the channel, make thefe 
houfes places of enjoyment and delight. Moft of the rich inhabitants of 
ConsTANTINOPLE here pafs in fummer the whole day, alone, fquatted on 
a fopha, employed in {moking, drinking coffee, cafling their eyes on paflengers, 


and rolling in their fingers chaplets of coral, agate, and precious ftones. 


We landed, near the caftle of Europz, in order to examine fome plants 
and flowers which ftruck us. We entered into a Turkifh burying-ground 
planted with beautiful cypreffes and a few turpentine-trees: we found among 
others, a beautiful fpecies of fennel-giant five or fix feet high, different from 
the narrow-leaved fennel giant, and feveral {pecies of campanula; we faw the 
beautiful violet, rough carabus, which I have defcribed and drawn in my 
Entomologie*. After having fpent feveral hours on fhore, we returned to our 
caique; we foon pafied RoumiLI-Hissar, fituated on a floping ground. 
This caftle, built under Consranting Patgotocus, laft emperor of the 
East, by MAHOMET Il, when he was meditating the conqueft of Constan- 
TINOPLE, ig much more calculated at this day to ferve as a {care-crow, than 


to. oppofe the paffage of a fhip of the line. In fa&, a fingle frigate would foon 


a 


* Entom. ou Hift. Nat. des Infedes. Vol. WI. Carabe. N° 7. pl. vu. fig. 83. 
2 knock 
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knock to pieces all the gun-carriages and difmount the guns which are ex- 
pofed to view on the beach, and put to flight the gunners, whom nothing 
fhelters. This is the cafe with the caftle of Asta which lies on the other fide 
of the channel : its conftruétion is no better, and cannot defend the approaches 


of the capital. 


In this place it was that Darius, king of Persia, eftablithed a bridge of 
boats in order to carry over his army when he wifhed to make war againf 
the Scythians. By this place too it was that the crufaders, animated by a holy 
zeal, entered Asta, in order to deliver the Holy Land from the yoke of the 


Mahometans. 


We followed the coaft of Europz, becaufe the waters which come from 
the Brack Sz, form a current more rapid in the middle of the channel and 
towards the coaft of Asta. .The caiques which are afcending, all follow the 
fame route, whereas, in returning to CoNsTANTINOPLE, mariners take care 
to keep in the middle of the channel, and even to approach the coaft of 
Asta a little more than that of Europe; which facilitates their return, 


efpecially if a light northerly wind allow them to fpread their fails. 


If we confider the quantity of water which the BLacx Sea reccives from 
the Danuse, the Dniester, the Dnieper, and the Don, as well as from 
a great number of rivers and torrents which defcend from Mount Caucasus 
and the hills of Mrncreura, or which come from Grorcisa, ARMENIA, 
and NaTouia, we fhall perceive that, confined in a bafin too narrow, thefe 
waters would have been obliged to {pread themfelves more in order to pro- 
vide for a greater evaporation and put themfelves in equilibrio, had they not 
found an iffue through the BosrHorus and the channel of the Darpa- | 
NELLES. It is by this means that the furplus of the waters of that fea is in. 


ceflantly flowing out, and is poured into the MepireRRANEAN: and this is 


what 
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what explains to us why the waters of the BLacx Sz and thofe of the 
ProponTis are lefs falt than thofe of the MrepirsrrRANeEaNn and of the 


OCEAN. 


The current Is fo ftrong, that the channel, in fome places, rather refembles 
ariver than an arm of the fea: it is feen to oppofe the progrefs of a fhip when 
the fouth wind blows but faintly. The direction of the coafts compels the 
waters to fet more towards thofe of Asta, and to form on that fide a more 
rapid current; however, at the point of ARNaouD-KEUI, one is obliged to 
afcend by tracking, by means of a rope which is thrown to fome failors who 
remain continually on the thore. The waters, in this part, have fuch a 
rapidity, that it would be impoflible to proceed by rowing without going to a 
diftance from the land: but when this obftacle is overcome, the current is 
fcarcely any longer perceptible, and even, in various places, the direction 
of the capes caufes the waters to afcend, as in rivers; which favours the 
progrefs of a boat, as is to be remarked, in a very evident manner, from 
Tor-Hana to beyond Fonpocu1, becaule the waters, fetting with impetuofity 
on the advanced point of the feraglio of ConsTaNTINOPLE, they there di- 
vide: one part of them makes the tour of the harbour, returns along Has- 
KEuI, the Arfenal, Gatara, Top-ana, and afcends afterwards to Fonpo- 
cir and Becuix-racHeE, while the other fets immediately into the Sea of 
Marmora. ‘This feparation of the waters, as well as their dire€tion, is much 
more apparent after a heavy rain, when they are ditturbed by the fmall river 


which difcharges itfelf into the head of the harbour. 


This circular motion of the waters of the channel, united to that of 
the {mall river of which I have juft fpoken, rids the harbour of ConsTan- 
TINOPLE, as Ihave faid elfewhere, of the ordures which the ‘Turks throw into 
it, and at the fame time fweeps away all the filth which the rain-waters carry 
into it in winter from every part of the city, and which would not fail to 

choke 
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choke it up one day, becaufe the Turks, by no means fufceptible of forefight, 


would be at no expenfe for keeping it in order. 


For a long time we faw flocks of birds pafling and répaffing continually to- 
wards the middle of the channel, fkimming the furface of the water and flying 
with the greateft fwiftnefs. The Europeans defignate them by the name of 
danmned fouls, becaufe they think that they fee in them reftlefs beings, tor- 
mented by the wifh of proceeding inceflantly from the Biuack Sea into 
the MrepiITerRANEAN, and from the latter into the former. As foon as we 
had pafied the firft caftie, we direled our boatmen to recede from the coaft, 
and advance towards the middle of the channel. Our intention was to fhloot 
at thefe birds, in order to afcertain their fpecies, and to pieferve fome of 
them. We foon came up to them: they pafied fufiiciently near the caique 
in which we were, to permit us to kill feveral at every fhot. The boatmen 
were Turks: they at firft rowed without repugnance towards the birds 
which the firft difcharge of our pieces had brought down; but, becaufe we 
would not allow them to cut their throat, which would have damaged the 
plumage, we had the greateft difficulty to make them row afterwards to- 
ward thofe which a fecond difcharge had alfo brought down; fo that, foon 
participating ourfelves in the compaifion with which the fight of thefe 
birds ftruggling with death muft infpire all, we very quickly fmothered them 
and contented ourfelves with taking four of them. We wrapped them up in 
a cloth in order to conceal them from the fight of our boatmen, and to pre- 


ferve their plumage ; after which we again directed our route towards the 


coaft of Europe. 


The Muffulmans, from a fentiment of piety or religion, are in the habit of 
cutting the throat or chopping off the head of all the animals which they bring 
down by a muftket-fhot or otherwife, even when they are quite dead. This 
cuftom is fo generally and fo religioufly obferved, that, in the different coun- 


WOLs Is iL ities 
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tries which we vifited, we were feldom able to obtain even for any money, that 
the throat of the birds which were brought to us fhould not be cut; and when 


we were prefent, it was frequently very difficult for us to prevent it. 


The bird that we had juft taken is a flight variety of the petrel-puffin *. 
It differs from it by its make being a little {maller and by the bill being en- 
tirely black.. By the account of feamen, it makes its neft on the fhores of 
the Buack Sza, and fcarcely lives on any thing but fith, Its flefh is not 


good to be eaten. 


We foon reached the point of Yrni-Keu1, whence we had a charming 
view of Tarapia and Buyux-pér&. Having arrived off Tararia, our 
eyes were directed with pleafure towards the BLack Sea, which we difco- 
vered at the diftance of upwards of two leagues: our imagination was al- 
ready meafuring its extent; we were already impatient to vifit its fhore; 
and, like new Argonauts, we were already forming the project of carrying off 
from thefe regions all the produttions of nature, in order to convey them into 
our own country. Circumftances, as will be feen, fomewhat counteracted 
our projects, and forced us to direct our firft fteps into countries better 


known, more frequented, but no lefs interefting. 


We arrived at an early hour at Buyux-pérég : it was a holiday. In the even- 
ing, we wifhed to take a walk in the meadow, and fee the famous plane-tree 
which had long fince been mentioned to us, and of which fome travellers have 
given a flight defcription. Seven. or eight trees of an enormous fize, ad- 
hering at their bafe, rife circularly and leave in the middle a rather confi- 

derable fpace. A great many Greeks and Armenians were feated on the 


turf, under the fhade of thefe trees, and {moking their pipes: different 


* Procellaria puffinus. 


groups 
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groups of Turkifh and Armenian women, veiled and furrounded by their 
children, were feated apart: fome Greek women richly drefled, more or lefs 
handfome, fixed the looks and the attention of fome Europeans whom the 
crowd of people had attracted. Several Turks were in the enclofure of the 
plane-tree, fmoking their pipe, and drinking coffee which had juft been pre- 


pared for then hard by. 


The moment was not favourable for the obfervations which we wifhed to 
make; however, we approached the tree, and when we were by the fide of 
the Turks they invited us to fit down near them: they offered us pipes and 
coffee which we accepted, and, by means ofa French drogueman who accom- 
panied us, we carried on a converfation not very important. We had an op- 
portunity of feeing at our hotel two of thefe Turks, and of offering them, in 


our turn, an excellent dinner and the beft wine that is drunk in ConsTantTi- 


NOPLE, 


The plane-tree often prefents at its bafe a confiderable expanfion of a di- 
ameter double and triple that of the trunk, and which may exceed. thirty feet, 
as we have feen in fome places, fo that it frequently happens, when the tree 
dies of age, that it fends forth all round the ftump, fhoots which form fo 
many new trees; this, no doubt, is what has happened to the plane-tree of 
Buyuxk-piri. We remarked, indeed, that the feven or eight trunks of which 


it is formed, appear to have acommon origin, and that they are ail connected 


by their bafe. 


The plane tree grows naturally throughout the Easr: it is common 
on the banks of the rivulets in Greece, in the iflands of the Arcuipr- 
LAGo, on the coaft of Asia Minor, in Syria, and in Persia, Its wood is 
not inferior, for cabinet-work, to any wood of Europe; it takes a beauti- 
ful polifh, and is very agreeably veined. The Perfians employ no other 


Le for 
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for their furniture, their doors, and their windows. This tree deferves to be 
more generally cultivated in France, as well on account of the qualities of-its 
wood, as from the beauty of its foliage and the cool fhade which it affords. 


it acquires, in a good foil a little moift, a fize at which no European tree 


atiives. 

It is well known that the Romans conveyed this tree into Iraty, and 
that they propagated the culture of it to fuch a degree in their gardens and 
country-houfes, that PLiny and Horace exclaimed againft the abufe 
which was made of it in their time. It was then difficult to make a better 
choice, and to procure a tree more beautiful and better calculated for af- 
fording a cool fhade. There was, according to Piiny, a plane tree, in Cy- 
PRus, and another at the fountain of GortTyna in CRETE, which preferved 
their leaves all the year. We muft, doubtlefs, place this affertion among the 
fables which antiquity has tranfmitted to us, or at leaft confider thefe trees as 


4 


different from common plane-irees. 


Buyuk-DéRé or the Great VaLier, is a village fituated in the broadeft part 
of the channel, on a fort of gulf, about fix miles from the Bhack Sra, The 
houles ftand on the fea-fhore, and occupy near a mile in extent: thofe be- 
longing to moft of the ambaffadors, built in the European tafte, are re- 
markable for their elegance and the beauty of their gardens. <As this wvil-, 
lage is fearcely occupied except by Europeans, Greeks, and Armenians, it 
would be an infinitely agreeable place of refidence, if the ambaffadors would 
bring themfelves to lay afide, efpecially in the country, the ceremony, eti- 
quette, and preferences which accompany them every where. The man who 
is fond of good living, and who is not in a condition to procure it for himfelf 
at his own home, finds at their table the reward of his complaifance and the 


indemnification of the incivilities which he is often obliged to put up with. 


The 
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The Armenian women, here as elfewhere, live retired, and do not appear 
in the ftrects unveiled; the Greek women live with as little conftraint as in the 
capital, and contribute to render the monotony of fociety fupportable. It were 
to be wifhed, however, that they joined, to a face generally handfore and to 
their natural gaiety, a mind more cultivated, a heart more loving, and that they 


fhewed lefs avidity for money and lefs tafte for trifles. 


The channel anciently known under the name of the BoseHorus oF THRacz, 
is near feven leagues long, and about twenty miles from the point of the 
feraglio of ConsTANTINOPLE to the CYANEAN Iilands. It is not two miles in 
its greateft width, and it is fo narrow in feveral places, that fome ancient 
authors have advanced that a perfon may hear the birds fing from the one 
fhore to the other, and that two men may eafily hold a converfation acrofs the 


channel. 


The next day after our arrival at Buvux-péré, the weather being very 
fine, and the water perfeQly imooth, we haftened to go on the BLack Sea, 
in order to vifit the fhore at fome diftance from the mouth of the channel, 
We frequently landed, as well to examine the coaft, as to obferve the plants 


and the various produ&tions of nature that were there to be met with. 


As foon as we hat! paffed the village, we were ftruck at feeing on both fhores, 
indications of a volcano which we followed for an extent of feveral leagues. 
We diftinguifhed every where rocks more or lefs changed or decompofed ; 
every where accumulation and confufion atteft the action of fubterraneous 
fires: we perceived jafpers of various colours, carnelians, agates, and chal- 
cedonies in veins among porpbyries more or lefs changed; a breach by 
no means folid, almoft decompofed, formed by fragments of trap, agglutinated 
by calcareous fpar ; a handfome porphyry on a rocky bafe of greenifh trap, 


coloured by copper: in fhort, we faw, over an extent of upwards of half a 


” 
a 


league, 
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league, a hard rock of trap of a greenifh blue, in like manner coloured by 
copper. 


It is this laft, no doubt, that occafioned the ancients to give the name 
of Cranes or Cranean Iszanps to fome iflets which were fituated at the 
mouth of the channel, near the coaft of Europrz. At this day they are no- 
thing more than very fmall rocks; which leads us to believe that their fize 
has diminithed from the conftant aétion of the waters which has eaten them 
away and undermined them by degrees. Thefe rocks were alfo called Srmpzz- 
GADES, becaufe they appeared united or joined, according to the place whence 
they were viewed. As they are more or lefs apparent, according as the 
north or fouth wind raifes or lowers the waters in this part, the Greeks, al- 

ways inclined to the marvellous, have fuppofed that thefe iflands were float- 


ing and infinitely dangerous to imprudent or inattentive mariners. 


On one of thefe rocks the Romans erefted an altar to ApoLLo, which, at 
CoNSTANTINOPLE, is improperly called Posmpzr’s Prrxar. Several travellers 
have made efforts to read the Latin infcription which is there to be found ; 
but the letters are at prefent fo effaced, that it is difficult, perhaps even impofli- 
ble, to accomplifh that tafk. 


We had not time to fee whether the indications of a volcano extend to a great 
diftance in Asta, becaufe about ten or eleven o’clock in the morning the wind 
blew from the northern quarter, and raifed a great {well on the fea: it would 
have been imprudent, in a {mall caique, to crofs from the point of Evrorz, 
where we were, to that of Asta. We contented ourfelves with coafting 
the European fhore for fome time, and with convincing ourfelves that the 


indications of the volcano extend on that fide to upwards of a league. 


i> 
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The width of the channel, at its mouth, is from eighteen to nineteen 
hundred toifes. The entrance is defended, on each fide, by fortifications 
ereCted by Baron pe Torr, and augmented lately by fome French en- 
gineers. The Turks, through ignorance, through foreign influence, or through 
motives of economy, have always oppofed the execution of the plans which 
the engineers prefented to them, though it was very important for them to- 
deprive their natural enemies of the means of coming to difturb them even 
in their capital. In fat, it would be very eafy for the Ruffians, at this mo- 
meni, to penetrate into the channel, with a northerly wind, and to ad- 
vance as far as CONSTANTINOPLE, becaufe the batteries being few in number 
and expofed, the guns would foon be difmounted by the fire of a line-of-battle 
fhip. A fleet, befides, would efcape by receiving a few fhot, if the Turk- 


ifh gunners were more {fkilful, more exercifed and more active than they are. 
3 


At fome diftance from thefe fortifications, there isin Europe and in Asta a 
lighthoufe for guiding mariners and pointing out to them the mouth of the 
channel; which does not prevent fhipwrecks from being very frequent when 
the wind is a little ftrong, becaufe the Turks and Greeks, navigating on the 
Brack Sea, without a compafs and at a little diftance from the land, are 
eafily difconcerted when they lofe fight of the coaft, or no longer diftinguifh 
where they are. Frequently it happens to them, when the weather is foggy, to 
take a dire€tion contrary to that of theit courfe> Citizen BeaucHamp, 
returning from TreBisonD, met with a Turkith fhip which was fteering to the 
eaftward, thinking that fhe was ftanding for ConsTrantinopie: he had no 
fmall difficulty to convince the mafter of his miftake and perfuade him to fol- 


low the veffel in which he was embarked. 


CHAPIER 
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An error to be found in the Charts of the Black Sea.—Guiant’s Mountain.—Earth- 
guake.—Environs of Be eIgrade —Mine of foil wood. —Mode of Hping followed 


in the environs of Conftantinople. 


lee. fanaticifm and ignorance of the Turks having always oppofed a bar- 
rier to the navigation of the European powers on the Biacx Sza, it fol- 
lows that the charts publifhed to this day are very defective. Citizen Beau- 
cHamp having been requefted, by the National Inftitute, to determine, in a 
precife manner, the true pofition of the capes and principal towns fituated 
on. that fea, could never procure the confent of the Porte to furnifh him with 
the means nor permiffion to go thither to make his obfervations. The 
promife even of communicating the refults which he might obtain, had no 
effe&: on the Turkifh government or on the captain-pacha. The latter an- 
fwered the drogueman who was {peaking to him on the fubje@; “We have 
« navigated on this fea for .a long time paft; we do not want to be better 
< acquainted with it, and all your obfervations would tend only to give amore ex- 


“ aG knowledge of it to our enemies.” 


< 


However, by dint of folicitations, Citizen Beaucuamp obtained permiffion 
to travel as a naturalift, and it was under this title that he furveyed the coaft as 
far ag Frepisonp. It refults from his obfervations, that the fouth coaft ad- 
vances in fome places about a degree more towards the north, that Capes 
Kirenpé and Inpy# are nearly in the forty-fecond degree, that the Gulf 


of Samson is much deeper, and that Trezisonp is five or fix leagues more 


to 
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to the weftward than it is laid down on the charts, We had not the 
means of feeing the eaftern coaft and of detecling the errors concerning it, 
‘Thus it is that a fanatic and anti-focial nation prevents, not only the diffufion 
of knowledge at home, but alfo objects to others coming thither for the 
purpofe of difcovering ufeful truths, 

It is, undoubtedly, needlefs to eftablifh hypothefes and enquire whether 
there was a period when the waters of the Buack Sra, after having broken 
their dam, made an irruption into thofe of the MrpITERRANEAN, or whether 
the communication of thofe two feas be as ancient as their formation; it 
ought to be fufficient for a traveller to ftate faéts: inductions will be eafily 
drawn from them, when we fhall have acquired a more exact knowledge of 
local circumftances. We regret not having had it in our power to vifit all 
the fhores of the Buacx Sea, in order to examine whether they indicate that 
the waters had rifen formerly to a height above thar which they have at this 
day, and whether, after having broken the dam which the lands oppoled to 
them, they have not fallen all at once to the point where they now remain. It 
is not to be doubted that the fudden fall of the waters, if it had taken place, 
would have left manifeft traces; the lands would prefent at a diftance confi- 
derable ftrands, imperceptible declivities, recent veftiges of marine bodies, 
&c. &e. 


Oppofite to Buyux-péri is to be remarked in Asia, a hill a little more 
elevated than the other, fituated on the -fhore of the channel; it is known by 
the name of Graw7’s Movwrarw: it is famous from an infnite number of 
fables accredited, and from the fuppofition that there exifts onit the grave 
of a giant. This hill is {chiftofe, and has nothing remarkable but the ferti- 
lity of its foil. Grafs grows there in abundance, vegetation is vigorous, and 
the number of fcarce and curious plants is fufficiently confiderable to szerit 
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the attention of the botanift. One part had been laid down in corn; a nu 
merous flock came every day to graze on the other. . 

From the top of this hill are to be admired various profpedts infinitely agree- 
able and diverfified: on one fide, is perceived the BLhacx Sza: on the other, 
the Sea of Marmora: the eye extends with pleafure over the fertile, hilly, 
and wild foil of Europe and Asra, and one follows with a fort of raptureall _ 


the windings of the channel. 


We afterwards {trolled over different hills covered with brooms, rock-rofes, 
aibutufes, and heath: we found the famous hellebore of Hippocrates, the 
daphne pontica very common, a beautiful fpecies of bupleurum, and a laferpitium 
which yielded us, in preparing it, a {pecies of refinous gum very odoriferous, 
fomewhat fimilar to gum ammoniac. We faw a great number of Greeks 
employed in tearing up the ftumps of the arbutus, in order to make charcoal 
of it, as, inthe department of the Var and elfewhere, an excellent charcoal is 
made with the flumps of the ¢ree heath and the brufh heath. 


‘On the 28th of Prairial (16th of June) at a few minutes .paft eleven.o’clock ‘in 
the morning, we felt a flight fhock of an earthquake: the weather was then 
perfectly calm, the aira little foggy, and the heat fomewhat powerful. It is 
well known that, in all times, thefe countries have eon expofed to violent 
fhocks. Hiftorians-relate that the temple erected by Constantine the Great 
to divine wifdom, was thrown down by an earthquake a little time after its 
conftrudtion. The fuperb church of Str. Sopuia, built by Justinian on the 
ruins of the temple itfelf, fuffered a little at another epoch. In1iso0g, under 
the reign of Bajazer, (a great part of ConSTANTINOPLE was likewife 
thrown down by a violent earthquake: but Brraynia, all the fouth coaft of 


ghe Buack Sza, almoft all Asra Minor, and efpecially Syria, are flill more 


fubjec&t 
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fubje& to it. Smyrna has been feveral times deftroyed almoft to the very 
ground. Bursa, Nicea, and Nicoprmia have experienced the fame fate. 
We fhall fpeak elfewhere of the earthquakes of Syria on the occafion.of 
that which, during our flay in Persia, threw downa great part of the houfes 
of LaTaxia. 

, 

A few days after, we directed our fteps towards the valley of Buyux- 
péRé3 wecroffed a wood of chelnut-trees and oaks; we paffed under the firft 
aqueducts, and, after two hours’ walk, we arrived at BzLcrape, a {mall vil- 
lage where the ambafladors formerly pafled the fummer, but which they have 
abandoned by degrees, becaufe the air is become infalubrious, fince - the 
Turks have neglected to keep in order and cleanfe the little lake which 
lies near the village. This lake has been formed in a valley, by means of a thick 
wall which ftops the rain-waters and thofe of fome little fprings which run 
thither. It furnifhes a part of the water which has been brought to Cone 


STANTINOPLE for the wants of the inhabitants. 


x. 


In Persia, we have feveral times feen fuch walls erected for the irriga 
tion of the lands. This method is fo fimple, that we are furprifed that it is 
not generally adopted in countries where water is wanting, in regions 
where the produ¢tions are infinitely more confiderable and more valuabie, 
when, during the fummer, there can be introduced on a foil, a quantity of 
water fufficient for the watering of the plants which it is there withed to culti- 
vate.. In all mountainous countries, in gorges, in places where a valley 
grows narrow, a wall in mafonry miay be confiructed, and ftrengthened on 
the outfice by earth brought for that purpofe. There would neceffarily be 
formed during the winter and fpring, the ordinary feafons of rains, a 
lake more or lefs extenfive, according to the difpofition of the ground and 
the choice that may have been made of it. This water may afterwards be 


diftributed, eititer for the wants of a city, as at CoNSTANTINOPLE, or for the 


M 2 : irrigation 
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irrigation of lands fituated below, asin Persia. It will, in certain places, be 
fufficiently abundant to afford feveral fountains to a town, and to water, be- 


fides, a part of its territory. 


In the environs of BELGRADE, are met with feveral little villages, at no 
ereat diftance from each other, almoft all inhabited by Greeks. ‘The fields 
prefent fome degree of culture: vineyards and a few gardens are there to be 
feen. All this country affords fine clufter or ftalk-fruited oaks *, whofe wood 
is very hard and very fit for fhip-building. Various aqueduéts conftructed by 
the emperors of the East, for the purpofe of brifging water to ConsTANTI- 


NOPLE, attract admiration. 


‘The environs of Brncrape are very well calculated for fhooting; you may 
there kill pheafants, woodcocks, red partridges, feveral fpecies of ducks, hares, 
roes, and fometimes red deer. Quails are very plentiful in autumn; you alfo 
fee the ftarling, the thrufh, the blackbird, the turtle, the roller, the loriot, 


the cuckoo, and almoftall the birds of Europe. 


For fome days paft we had feen, in the evening and during the night, little 
phofphoric bodies {cattered in great numbers in the air, croffing each other in 
every direftion, fucceeding each other, tracing a luminous track and difap- 
pearing with the rapidity of lightning. We foon difcovered that this was the 
little Italian glow-wormt, the male and female of which are equally pro- 


vided with wings, and equally luminous. 
’ x 


We had long known that there exifted a coal-mine on the fhores of the 


BLACK Sea, and another in the environs of Roposto; but we had not yet 


* Chéne a grappe. Quercus racemofa. Lamarex. Lneycl. No, 1. 
+ Lampyris Ltalica. 


taken 
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taken any ftep towards feeing them. Some Armenians who had recently 
obtained permiflion from the captain-pacha to work the former for the wants 
of the arfenal, were very glad to have a converfation with us on that fubject : 
their object was to learn from us the means of working their mine, from 
which they as yet drew but a coal of bad quality. We wifhed to proceed to 
the {pot, which gave them great pleafure ; fo that, in the courfe of Thermidor, 
we fet out from Buyuk-péré, in order to repair thither. We crofled a 
country very uneven, a little mountainous, at firft volcanic, then {chiftofe, 
uncultivated, covered with rock-rofes, arbutufes and broom: we went to three 
or four fmall villages, and we arrived on the fhores of the Buacx Sea, after 


having walked near half an hour on a-low fandy ground, covered with a pretty 


bindweed with oval, downy leaves *. 


The coaft, elevated upwards of twenty toifes, almoft perpendicular for a great 
extent, prefents nothing but a mixture of clay and calcareous earth, gray or 
bluifh, in which are to be remarked a few veins, more or lefs thick, of 
vegetable fubftances, and efpecially of pieces of wood very diftinguithable, 
which have not yet entirely reached the ftate of charcoal. The waters of 
the fea, when violently agitated by a wind rather {trong from the north or 
the eaft, come to the very edge of the coaft; but when they are fmooth or 


nearly fo, there is feen for a great extent a ftrand of feveral toifes in breadth, 
covered with {tones and pebbles. 


The Armenians worked this coaly fubftance only by cutting perpendicularly 
all the foil; this occafioned them a confiderable expenfe for which they re- 
ceived no indemnity, fince they did not yet procure any real coal. We had 
fome difficulty to make them underftand that it was neceflary to form gal- 


leries and penetrate into the mine. But, as we conjectured, cither that the 


*® Convolvulus Perficus, 


mune 


a 
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mine was good for nothing, or that the coal would be much lower, we pre» 
vailed on them to clear away the foil and penetrate into the veins which they 
fhould difcover beneath. ‘If your firft effays,’? added we, ‘‘ fhould not pro 
“‘ cure you a better coal than that which you have hitherto obtained, relin- 


be) 
7 
e 


** guifh your undertaking 


The mine-which lies in the environs of Ropostro on the’PRoronTis, ap- 
pears to be of better quality than that on the fhores of the BLack Sra, were 
we to judge from fome fpecimens taken at the furface; for it has not yet 
been worked, though itis at a little diftance from the fea. We were aflured 


that it extended afar,. and that it.was met with again in the environs of Eréczt. 


In all feafons of the year, fifh is extremely common in the Propontis; 
the Bospuorus, and the Black Sea; but as the Turks make very little ufe 
of this food, and as there is fcarcely any other than the table of the Europeans 
and that of the rich Greeks and Armenians which are fet out with it, it follows 
that there are very few fifhermen throughout the East, and that at Con. 


STANTINOPLE even few perfons apply themfelves to this kind of induftry. 


We are not here fpeaking of falted fifh which-comes in the way of tradé, 
from the Brack. Sea, or from fome countries of GREECE: asit is ata low 
price, it is in requeft with the poor Greeks, Armenians and Jews, who make 


of it a rather great confumption. 


The inode of fifhing the moft followed:in the environs of the capital, ccn- 
fifts in erecting in the places which are known to_ be frequented by ftationary 
fifhes or by fithes of paflage, a fcaffold in the form of an X, on the top of which 
a man places himfelfin order to obferve the moment when the net, fpread-at 
the foot of it, is full of fifh:. at the fignal which he gives, the net is drawn, 
ani the fith are taken, ; 

The 
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The bonito, which fome ichthyologifts improperly take for the young tunny, 
is there in great plenty, efpecially at the end of the fummer and in autumn. 
The bearded mullet, the pageau*, the dorado, the turbot, the mackarel, the 


fole, the whiting, are the fifhes the moft in requeft and the moft common of 


thofe feas. 


In the environs of CoNsTANTINOFLE, are alfo taken various fhell-fifh more 
or lefs efteemed by the Greeks. The oyfter is abundant and very well fla- 
voured. Mufcles there acquire a confiderable fize. T.obfters and fea cray-fith 
are there to be eaten in great plenty: the latter is as good there as in the 


South of FRANCE. 


The dolphin appears not unfrequently in every feafon of the year. Thefe 
fifhes are feen to come in fhoals into the very harbour, and play on the fur- 
face of the water, efpecially when the fea is fmooth, and the wind blows 
from the fouth quarter. The people of the country, more ignorant and more 
credulous than the ancients, relate refpe€ting the dolphin an infinite number 


of ftories all equally ridiculous, wnich we fhall difpenfe with repeating. 


* Weare ignorant what fifh ishere meant; but we will take an opportunity of informing our 
waders, when we have confulted the Author.—Tran/lator. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 


Excurfion to Princes’ [lands.——Amufement which is there to be found.—Deéfcrip- 
tion of them—Their culture and their productions——Advantageous pofition for 
the eftablifbment of a lazaretto. 


W: had already made two excurfions to Princes’ Iflands, the one in 
Meflidor, the other in Thermidor: we refolved, towards the end of Fruéctidor 
year I, (1793) to go thither for the third time, in order to examine them 
completely and to afcertain all their productions. Several of our friends ac-’ 
companied us, as well to divert themfelves after their occupations, as to fhoot 
quails, extremely plentiful and very eafy to be killed in this feafon, A 
merchant was fo kind as to receive us Into his country-houfe and take on 
himfelf all the details of the expenfe. We hired two large caiques, and, in 
two hours, with a light breeze from the northnorth-eaft, we reached the har- 
bour of PrinKIpPos, nearly twelve miles diftant from Garata. The fea was 
{o fmooth that no one was fick ; fo that we were able to enjoy, at our eafe, the 
different profpeéts prefented to us by the coaft of Asia. We foon paffed 
CHaLcepon, the deep bay which lies beyond it, and the cape planted with 
cyprefles which comes next, and on which the Turks have erected a light-houfe. 
We left at adiftance on the right, PRora and ANTIGoNA; we approached 


nearer to CHALKIS, and we arrived at Prinxrvos before fun-fet. 


Vhe town is fituated on the eaft part of the ifland, along the fea-fhore: it 
is almoft entirely peopled by Greeks, the greater part mariners or cultivators. 
Its population may be eftimated at two or three thoufand inhabitants. The 
coaft of Asia being diftant only about ‘two leagues, fhips anchor in all 
feafons with fafety, under thelter of all thefe iflands, but more particularly at 


ir one 
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one or two cables’ length from the village of Cuauxis and Painxiros: the 


calques comeand moor along the fhore, toa fort of quay. 


The difficulty of repairing to Consrantinopie, when the weather is bad 
or the wind a little too ftrong, has induced the ambafiadors and agents of fo- 
reign powers, to prefer a refidence at BetcrapE, Tarapia, and Buvyuk- 
péré, where the air is lefs pure, lels wholefome, and where the plague makes 
its appearance more frequently than in thefe iflands. But this difadvantage 
is compenfated by the power which they have of fetting out at all times 
from thofe three villages, in a carriage or on horfeback, while they would 
be obliged fometimes at the iflands, to wait for favourable weather for return- 


ing to the capital, whither urgent bufinefs may call them every moment. 


We arrived in the moft agreeable feafon and at the period of the year when 
the concourfe of people is the greateft. We had every evening, in a coffce- 
houfe open to all the curious and all the amateurs a fight much relifhed by 
the Turks, and frequented even by the moft decent women, although it moft 
frequently reprefented fcenes at which European females, the moft fhamelefs, 
would have blufhed to be prefent: true it is that thefe women did not enter 
the coffee-houfe, but contented themfelves with remaining in the ftreet, whence 
they could perceive every thing. This fight is called Karagueuxe, a fort of 
Ombres Chinoifes which conftitute the delight of the capital, and which indivi- 
duals in eafy circumftances procure themfelves from time to time at their 
own houfes. The fcene which moft diverted the fpectators, was that of a 
he-afs amufing himfelf with a Jew. We were furprifed, the firft time that we 
were prefent at the kara-gueuze, to fee the Turks, naturally grave and filent, 
give themfelves up to immoderate laughter at the fight of thefe obfcenities, 
«« What inconfiftency,” faid we, ‘in a nation which breaks out againft liber. 
“ tinifm with an extreme rigour, often with ferocity, which punifhes fome- 


VOL, i. N “ times 
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“times with death the flighteft attack on morals, which will not tolerate 


‘* proftitutes, and which permits in public fuch an indecency |” 


The iflands known under the name of Princes’ Iflands, are feven 
in number, four large, and five fmall ones. The firft is called Prora; the 
fecond, Antricona; the third, CHaLxis; and the fourth, Prinxrpos; to 
the fouth of the latter, lies the little ifland called Rassrt Ifland; to the welt, 
are two finall iflands, one of which is known by the name of Oxra, and the 


. other by that of Pzara; the two others are nothing but namelefs rocks. 


Prinkipos is the moft confiderable and the moft fertile of them all: it ap- 
peared to us entirely volcanic and formed of quartz, granites, &c. &c. al- 
tered or decompofed. The land is elevated, uneven, and hilly. It is dry and 
atid on the hills, red and tolerably fertile in the bottoms, and efpecially to the 
fouth of the town. The natural produ@ions are the ALEPPo pine, known 
in the South of Francs by the name of pin blenc; the oxycedrus or brown- 
berried juniper ; the broad-leaved phillyrea, the arbutus, the prickly pimpinella, 
. the pale-flowered French lavender, the broom, the acute-leaved afparagus, the 
Cretan ciftus or rock-rofe, the turpentine-tree, a {pecies of favory, the mallow- 
leaved bindweed, &c. &c. . : 

The wild olive-tree is to be found in abundance on all the hills. We like- 
wife faw it in the iflands of the ARcHIPELAGO, on the rifing grounds of 
the HeLLesront and on thofe of Asta Minor, at no great diflance from the 
fea. It is fmall and ftunted when it is without culture, and expofed to be 
enawed by cattle. Does it grow naturally in all the places where we faw it ? 
Is it in fome a remnant of ancient culture? This is a queftion on which we 


fhall avoid giving our opinion. 


This 
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This tree does not grow on the borders of the BospHorus nor in the 
environs of ConsTANTINOPLE, becaufe the cold is fometimes more fharply 
felt there than at Princes’ Iflands, on account of the vicinity of the Black 
Sea. But it is tobe found ftrong and vigorous in the fouth part of the FP x.o- 
PoNTIS, and on the fhores of the HrLLesponr. Some tolerably fine ones are 
to -be feen fcattered in the fields of Prinxivos. Iam ignorant whether it be 
cultivated on the coaft of Roposto and of Ertcxu:: J had no opportunity of 
vifiting that country. 

j 

The culture of Prinkipos confifts in afew fields fown with wheat, barley, 
chich-peas, kidney-beans, broad beans, &c. ‘The vine is not there abundant ; 
it is planted and trimmed asin the fouth of France: it yields two or three 
forts of very good grapes, from which wine is feldom made. In this ifland 
the inhabitants prefer carrying the grapes to the markets of CONSTANTINOPLE, 


and there felling them. 


_ 


Near the town are feveral gardens, in which are cultivated with no great 
fkill a few kitchen-garden plants and fruit-trees, among which are diftin. 


guifhed a fpecies of fig-tree with fruit greenifh without, red within, and of an 
excellent quality. 


This ifland has feveral times ferved as a prifon or place of exile to the 
Greek princes. Among others we recall to mind that IRENE, a young 
Athenian woman, born of noble but obfcure parents, raifed to the throne by the 
charms of her mind and the graces of her perfon, fet no bounds to her ambi- 
tion, and ftained herfelf by various crimes after the death of Leon Por- 
PHYROGENETES, her hufband. She was dethroned by NiceFHorus, one of 
her confidants, and banifhed to a monaftery of this ifland, which the herfelf had 


caufed to be erected *. 


* Some authors fay that fhe was fent to Lefbos. 
N 2 Our 
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Our fowling-pieces procured us every day a confiderable quantity of 
quails. We had excellent pointers, which enabled us to come very clofe to 
them before we put them up. They generally build their nefts under the 
rock-role, the prickly pimpinella, or other little fhrubs; and as there are no 
trees in thofe places they are very eafily fhot. They are extremely fat and very 
well tafted ; in the fpring they are much more fcarce and lefs favoury. We 
faw fome other birds of pafflage, fuch as turtles, rollers, loriots, thrufhes, &c. 


andin particular falcons and fparrow-hawks. 


Hares are very fcarce at PRINKIPos, and rabbits are not there to be found ; 
but the latter are in plenty in the little defert ifland which bears their name. 
We fometimes procured ourfelves the pleafure of this diverfion, and we al- 
ways brought back-feveral rabbits. It is neceffary to arrive very early in the 


morning, and furprife them before they have re-entered their burrows. 


Fifhing afforded us flill more refources than fowling: we were every day 
ferved with oyfters, mufcles, and feveral fifhes, fuch as mackarel, bonito, 
turbot, and particularly the bearded mullet. We feveral times found in the 
ftomach of this laft fifh a very {mall fpecies of fea-urchin which we have pre- 
ferved, and which we fhall publifh among the other articles of natural hiftory. 

The run from the town of Prinxiros to that of CHaLxis is nearly a 
league, and catques are always to be found ready to receive paflengers. We 
had apprifed the fuperior of the monaftery. of the Trinity, of the day we 
fhould vifit his convent and take a dinner with him, in order that we might 
not find him unprovided ; for, in general, the caloyers are very temperate 
and their fare is very fcanty. One is fortunate to find in their convent, 
honey, eggs, and fome fruit. Strangers, in order to make a return for the 
civilities which they receive under their roof, never fail to vifit the church, 


and to leave in a bafin the pieces of money which they judge proper to give. 


This 
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This monaftery, fituated on a hill almoft in the middle of the ifland, enjoys 
acharming profpect: the air there is very falubrious, and it is not uncommon 
to find a numerous fociety, becaufe Europeans and even Greeks frequently go 
thither to fpend a part of the fummer, far from the buftle and tumult of the 
capital. We ftopped a long time to contemplate over the door of the church 
the reprefentation of hell, purgatory, and paradife, although the painting 
was very bad. Well was filled with Muffulmans, bifhops, archbifhops, and 
Greeks richly drefled ; purgatory and paradife were peopled only by ca- 
loyers, papas, or priefts, and Greeks more fimply drefled. We afked the friars 
who accompanied us, if they were not afraid of fome mifchief on the part of 
the Turks for damning them in this manner. ‘hey told us that this had hap- 
pened to them once, but that they had got out of the ferape for a little 
money. They added, that they fet a great value on their picture, and that 
they would preferve it as long as they could, without expofing themfelves too 


much. 


There is another monaftery in the fouth-eaft part of the ifland, remarkable 
from feveral beauti!ul alleys of cyprefles, and from a wood of pines, from a fpa- 
cious building, and from the number of caloyers who refide there. The latter, 
though very agreeably fituated, does not, like the other, enjoy fo extenfive and 


fo diverfified a profpedt. 


There are likewife two monalteries at Prinxipos, fituated in the moft 
elevated and the moft folitary places in the ifland. The caloyers apply them- 
felves to the culture of the fields belonging to their monaltery, or to fome 
branch of induftry ufeful to the community. Their wants are very limited, 
becauie they have never allowed luxury to be introduced among them : their 
health is for a long time preferved flrong and vigorous by moderate labour, 
temperance, and peace of mind; and what, perhaps, conftitutes their greateft 


happinels, 


94 TRAVELS IN THE 


happinefs, is that the Turks do not come to difturb the repofe and tranquillity 
which they enjoy in thefe places. 


Cuaukis is lefs confiderable than Parnxipos, and its village is a little lefs 
extenfive ; its productions are nearly the fame, and the foil prefents every 
where indications of a volcano. On the hill neareft the village is found a 
hard, brittle rock, which appears ferruginous; and, towards the fouth-eaft 
part of the ifland, a mine of copper which appears to have been anciently 
worked: it is probably from this circumftance that it derived the name of 
Cuaxxis, from the Greek word xaAx0¢, which fignifies copper: but we faw 
nothing that indicates the gold-mine of which AristoT.£ and STevHeEN of 


Bysantium have fpoken. 


If the Turks were capable of perceiving that it is eafy to fecure themfelves 
from the plague by taking again{t that terrible fcourge the precautions which 
are employed in Europe, the pofition of Princes’ Iflands would, no doubt, 
be invaluable for the accomplifhment of that object, and for the fecurity of the 
capital by fea: a lazaretto might be eltablifhed at Prora or at ANTIGONA, be- 
caufe thofe iflands have very few inhabitants, and fhips anchor there in great 
fafety. In the former of thofe two iflands exift alfo the ruins of a village. 
and two monalteries, which atteft that it is fulceptible of fome degree of cul- 
ture, and that it may afford places for walking and recreation to perfons who 


might be obliged to perform quarantine. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XI. 


We enter a harem.— Marriage of the Mufulmans. —Polygamy.—Its refults.—In- 


fiucnce of women in all affairs. 


‘L wo days after our return from Princes’ I[flands, we were invited by 
a capidgi-bachi to embark onthe Bosporus, and proceed to vifit his mother 
who had been ill for fome time, in order to give our opinion to a Greck 
phyfician that attended her, and prefcribe the treatment which we fhould 
judge the moft proper. ‘The envoy of the Republic, at whofe hcule we were 
at that moment, warmly folicited us to render fervice to a man who enjoyed 
great influence with the Grand Signior, and who might be uleful to the French 
eftablifhed in the Levant. We acceded the more willingly to the entrea- 
ties of the envoy, as by obliging a man in power, we were enabled to fatisty 
our curiofity. In fact, for a long time palt I had been wifhing to fee the in- 
terior of a Turkith family, and to carry an oblerving eye into the very hareims, 
in order to learn the arrangements of them, and remark the cuftoms which 
are there eftablifhed. Phyfic frequently furnifhed me with this opportunity in’ 
the courfe of our travels, and put itin my power to fee that, in fpite of bolts 


and keepers, women will find means to be revenged for the.tyranny of men. 


An appointment was made for the next morning. We fet out early, ac- 
companied by a drogueman and a janizary belonging to the legation, and 
we arrived at the houfe of the capidgi at the fame time as the Greek phyfi- 
cian. We were received in a handfome kiofk, a fort of faloon open on the 
fides, ornamented with paintings, gilding, and Arabic fentences taken from 
the Koran. In the middle were a jet d’eau, and a balin of white marble: 


2 on 
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on one fide, was a view of the Bosprorus; and, on the other, that of a beautiful 


garden, and of part of the capidgi’s houfe built with much elegance. 


After the cuftomary compliments, pipes and coffee were brought: we con- 
verfed for fome time refpecting his mother’s diforder, and we learnt with fur- 
prife that the phyfician had found it a more eafy matter to make his pa- 
tient believe that fhe was bewitched, than to cure her. The capidgi then 
fpoke to us of himfelf, and communicated to us his particular complaints : 
he lamented bitterly that he was no longer able, as formerly, to carry into his 
harem joy and pleafure. This man, forty odd years of age, was, in other re- 
fpects, robult and of a ftrong conftitution ; he had betimes abufed the plea- 
fures which he regretted, and was obliged to have recourfe to an opiate com- 
pofed of materials the moft hot and moft irritating, in order to difcharge 
his duties of hufband on the night from Thurfday to Friday, according to the 


precept of ManomeT. 


After an hour’s converfation, we went to the female patient: no fervant 
followed us. ‘The capidgi made us crofs various apartments, the doors of 
which he himfelf opened and fhut. We arrived at a hall rather fpacious, 
furrounded on three fides by a fopha covered with a beautiful. crimfon cloth, 
trimmed with gold fringe. On the floor were fpread a fine Egyptian 
mat and a few little Perfian carpets. The fick woman was in the middle of 
the room on a light mattrefs, furrounded by large cufhions on which fhe was 
leaning. She had her clothes on, according to the cuftom of the Orientals, who 
do not undrefs themfelves when they are ill, or when they lie down to fleep. 
When we entered her apartment, fhe wore, no doubt on our account, a 


white muflin veil, which fhe foon took off: two young female flaves were there 
to wait on her. 


This 
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This woman, who was near fixty years old, had an exceflive embonpoint ; 
the was troubled-with the vapours, and affected with a fcrofulous complaint 
which made its appearance on different parts of her body. She was, in other 
refpects, in tolerable health, and had preferved her appetite. She told us fome 
very fingular ftories refpecting her complaints, which fhe attributed, among 
other things, to a malicious female flave who had bewitched her, becaufe fhe 


had refufed to confeut to her being married. 


During this converfation, curiofity had attracted the capidgi’s women 
behind a grate which feparated the room we were in from that where they 
were. We faw lifted up, from time to time, a curtain which concealed them, 
and which the, let down when we dire&ted our looks towards them. The two 
flaves who were near us did not fail to make us feel their pulfe, and to afk us 
various queftions: they were young and very handfome; one of them, more 
bold, notwithftanding the feverity of the fick woman, who feveral times ree 
minded her of her indecorous behaviour, could not help putting her hands on 
our garments which fhe thought very extraordinary, and perhaps even indecent, 
from every part of the body being too apparent for perfons accuftomed, to fee 


men only with garments very ample, and which conceal the whole body. 


eWe prelcribed to the patient a calming opiate and the ufe of the bitter-fweet 
or folanum dulcamara, which we had perceived in one of our excurfions to a 
village beyond Beicrape. ‘The capidgi ftrongly preffed us to come and fee 


him again; which we could not difpenfe with -doine at the expiration of a 
o ? i C I 


few days. 


When we had left the houfe, the Greek phyfician informed us that the ha- 
rem of this man was cempofed of thirty Georgian and Circaflian flaves, 
intended for waiting on his wife, a young princefs to whom ‘he was indebted 
for his intereft and his fortune, It was fince this marriage that the phyfi- 
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cian had brought him to the ufe of aphrodifiacs, and came pretty regularly to. 


his houfe in order to inquire into their effect. 


He likewife informed us of the Turkifh laws relative to matriage, and com- 
municated to us feveral curious obfervations which his quality of phyfician 
had enabled him to make inthe harems. In the courle of our travels, we 
ourfelves have had opportunities: of colle¢ting obfervations refpecting the 
Muffulman women, of f{tudying their manners comparatively with thofe of the. 
Greek and French women born in the Levant, and of rectifying the 
ideas which too gyeat precipitation might at firft have made us adopt. The 
reader will not perhaps be difpleafed with us for the efforts which we made in. 
this refped. ; ’ 


In Turkey, the law permits three manners of cohabiting with women.. 
Tournerort has faid, with reafon, thata man married the firlt, hired the fea 
cond, and purchafed the third. 


b 


The Muffulman women live very retired, and do not appear in public withe. 
out a veil and garments which conceal their figure and difguife their whole: 
body: there is no one but the hufband and the neareft relations, fuch as 
the fathers, the brothers, and the uncle-germans, who fometimes have accefs 
to the harems, and can fee a Muffulman woman with her face uncovered. 
The man who wifhes to marry can be acquainted with the charms of the per- 
fon and the attractions of the mind of his future wife, only from the ace. 
count of fome female relation or friend, or of fome intermediatrix of an ad- 
vanced age. Commonly the latter gives every information that is wanted, 
tries to {mooth all difficulties which may arife, and prepares and arranges all 
matters. When the relations are agreed ‘among themfelves, they fix the- 
fum that the hufband fhall give as a prefent to his wife for the price of ber 
blood. An inventory is taken of every thing that belongs to the latter, in fur-. 


9 niture,, 
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niture, clothes, money, -or property, becaufe every thing is to be reftored 
to her in cafe of divorce or repudiation. When fhe dies without children, 
the hufband keeps a part of what he has reccived, and returns the other to 


the relations, as is regulated by the law. 


The preliminaries being fettled, the future hufband, the father or the 
neareft relation of the young lady, g0, with two witneffes, to the houfe of the 
cadi, in order to get him to fign the articles of the marriage, and obtain a per- 
miffion for it in writting. The celebration of the marriage cannot take place 
-but on the eve of the Friday, which anfwers, among the Mufiulmans, to the 
Sunday of the Chriftians, and to the Saturday of the Jews. One or two 
days before, the young lady is conducted to the bath, where fhe is fubjected 
-todepilation for the firft time. On the day of the wedding, fhe dreffes herfelf 
in the richeft clothes that fhe can procure, and covers herfelf with jewels, 
-pearls, and pieces of money which the relations very often borrow. They 
try to embellifh the young lady’s face, by colouring it with red, white, and 
blue, and by painting her eyebrows and eyelids black. In certain countries, 
they next colour the arms and hands with black, paint the nails yellow or 
black, and the feet an orange colour yellow: laftly, they place with art, on 
the head-drefs and among the braids which hang behind, flowers, pearls, 
precious ftones, and gold coin. In Ecypr and in Syria, thefe braids are 


very numerous and each is terminated by one or more fequins. 


Thus adjufted and placed on a feat more elevated than the fopha, fhe is to 
-compofe her carriage, caft her eyes down or keep them fhut, while a troop 
of women invited to the feaft give themfelves up to joy, and various dances 
are performed, the company finging or playing on different inftrements. 

At night, the female relations of the hufband and fome women invited by 


them come with flambeaus anda noify band of mufic to the houle of the 
‘ 02 young 


ww 
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young lady, in order to take her to that of the hufband. She goes out ac 
companied by her female relations and friends: the men do not follow her; 


but remain at their homes amufing themfelves, 


Being arrived at the hufband’s houfe, the is perfumed and placed on an ele- 
vated feat, prepared on purpofe for her, . All the women not belonging to the 


family go out a moment alter, and there no longer remain any but the female 


relations of the contracted couple. 


The bridegroom, during this time, is in another apartment, where his re- 
lations and fome young men whom he has invited, perfume him, drefs him in 


his richeft clothes, and fing fongs analogous to the ceremony. 


' A moment after, all the men, accompanied by their mufic, fally forth in 
order to proceed to the mofque. They fay their prayers with the greateft 
compofure, after which they come to the door of the hufband’s houfe, where 
he enters, accompanied only by his relations. While the hufband is at the 
mofque, the bride is brought into the apartments that are intended for her. 
On returning from the mofque, the father of the hufband, or any other re- 
lation the moft advanced in years, leads by the hand the hufband to his 
wife, prefents him to her, and retires. ‘There remains no one but the midwife 
or a female relation who ferves up a fupper to the hufband, while the wife 
continues ftanding before him, in a very humble attitude. After fupper, the: 
latter prefents to her hufband a bafin, water, and a towel, in order that he may 
wath and wipe himfelf: fhe then gives him a pipe and coffee, after which fhe 
herfelf fups. "When fhe has fupped, the midwife withdraws, and the mare 


ried couple remain by themfelves. 


The next morning, the hufband goes into another apartment, and, as foon 
as his back is turned, one of his female relations comes and fpreads on. 
: the: 
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‘the door of the room the drawers which the wife has worn during the 
night. 

All the women prefent the preceding evening, more richly drefled, come to 
pay their compliments and give themfelves up the whole day to joy. ‘They 
mutt fee the marks of virginity of the bride; the midwife muft fhew them 
the drawers {tained with blood ; after this ceremony, fhe folds them up, care- 
fully puts them by, and depofits them in the hands of the mother of the 


bride or her neareft female relation. 


The bride is to be that day in a modeft attitude; fhe is to obferve filence, 
keep her eyes caft down and remain quiet on the fopha, while all the women 


around her are abandoning themfelves to joy. 


The fecond manner of a man marrying one or feveral wives, diftinguifhed 
by the name of kapin, confifts in his prefenting himfelf before the cadi, and 
binding himfelf to feed and maintain till a certain period, fuch a woman 
whom he defignates and whofe confent he has obtained: which is attefted 
by her father or her nearelt relation, and two witneffes; to take care of 
the children that fhe fhall bear and to give up to her befides, at the time of 
repudiation or at the expiration of the term agreed on, a ivm of money or 
clothes, effects and property ftipulated and exprefled. The children that pro- 
ceed from thefe marriages, enjoy the fame rights as the others, and remain at 


the charge of the father when he has repudiated or put away his wife. 


It feldom happens that Muffulmans marry in this manner, becaufe women 
of a certain rank would never confent to be united to a man on fuch condi- 
tions, and becaufe the latter "generally prefers to purchafe flaves, rather than 


marry in the kapin manner with Muflulman women born of poor parents. 


The 
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The traffic for flaves is yery exprefsly prohibited to Jews and Chriftians, 
and is allowed only to Muffulmans. The law authorizes the latter to ‘have 
whatever number of flaves they may defire, and fubmits them to no fort of 
formality. The children that they.obtain are free, and fhare, like the others, 


dn the divifion of their property after their death. 


The law prohibits net Muffulmans from marrying a woman of a different 
religion, provided the parties bind themfelves to bring up their children in 
the religion of the father ; but it is exprefsly forbidden to women, unlefs the 
man embraces beforehand the religion of Mauomet. It .punifhes with 
death a Jew or a Chriftian caught with a Mufflulman woman, ina place or in 
fuch a manner as to canfe the fufpicion of a carnal intercourfe. He cannot 
efcape but by embracing the Muffulman religion and marrying this woman, 
if however, fhe confent to this, and they both be unreftricted by the ties of wed- 
lock. In the contrary cafe, the man is carried to execution; the woman ef- 
capes a punifhment lefs fevere only by declaring that fhe was forced or taken 


by furprife, or by denying that any thing improper pafled between them. 


If the woman be married, her fate depends on the hufband: he may carry 
his revenge fo far even as to punifh her with death ; but frequently the fear of 
her relations reftrains his arm when ready to ftrike ; he then contents himfelf 


with repudiating her. 


It enters not into our plan to examine what were the motives which deter” 
mined, MAHomert to allow four wives to the followers of his religion, inde- 
pendently of fuch a number of concubines as they could fupport. Has he 
wifhed to pleafe one fex at the expenfe of the other? Has he’ thought 
by this means to obtain a greater population? In fhort, has he wilhed to fanction 


a, cuftom. which exifts in AraBla from time immemorial ? 


Polygamy 


OTTOMAN EMPIR], &c. 103 


Polygamy offers inconveniences without number and fo ftriking, that every 
one muft be aftonifhed that legiflators fhould have permitted or tolerated it, 
The firft of thefe inconveniences, and the greateft no doubt, is that it is preju- 
dicial to the population of a State; it is that it favours pederafty; it is that 
feveral women cannot quietly fhare among them the pleafures, too feldom 
occurring, which the hufband diftributes to them: miftruft, jealoufy, hatred, 
quarrels, mutt necefiarily eftablifh their empire in a harem and thence banifh 
true pleafure. 


A 


It fhould feem, on the firft view of the fubject, that polygamy is favourable to 
population, for though the phyfical faculties of man are limited, he can, never- 


thelefs, in a rather fhort fpace of time fecundify feveral women, and obtain a 


great number o: children during the courle of his life. 


But as the number of women is nearly equal to that of men, it can only be 
at the expenfe of the poor that the rich take feveral of them: a man cannot 
have four wives, without three others being deprived of them; and, in- 
(deed, it will not be prefumed that four women, fhut up in a harem with a 
fingle man, fometimes old and infirm, can have the fame number of children 


as when thofe women have each a hufband, whofe favours they alone enjoy. 


The harems, it is true, are. fcarcely filled with any but fofeign females, 
Georgian, Circafan, and Ethiopian flaves brought annually in the way of 
trade; but it brings alfo a greater number of male flaves; which mutt induce 


the fuppofition .that, in general, the number of the men in TurKey, is at 


leaft as great as that of the women. But what proves that polygamy is pre= 


judicial to the population of that empire, is thar, notwithftanding this great 
number of flaves of both fexes who come from European countries, from 
Asia, and from Arrica, the empire’ is becoming confiderably depopulated, 


though there are no inflances of emigration on the part of the Muffulmans; 


though, 
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though, fora long time paft, wars there are by no means frequent and by no 
means deftructive. The population- of the Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, 
on the contrary, is kept up, notwithtanding their emigration and the tyranny 
of the Turks in regard to them: but the former, as is well known, marry 
but one wife, and it is very exprefsly:- forbidden to them to have flaves and con- 
cubines; which is the reafon that they marry early in life, and that few among 
them remain bachelors. ; 

- The ftate of inability in which a man finds himfelf to fatisfy the defires of 
a great number of women, has fuggefted the idea of bolts, harems, and thcfe 
unfortunate beings appointed to take care of them, deprived of the faculty of 
reproducing themfelves. Jealoufy, frequently atrocious, has caufed adultery to 
be punifhed with death ; and the government has thought itfelf bound, not only 
ftri€tly to oppofe libertinifm by feparating -the two fexes, but alfo to deal very 
feverely with girls or women convicted of amorous intrigues. This feverity in 
regard to morals, this feparation of the two fexes, and above all the total pri- 
vation of women experienced by a great number of individuals, has introduced 
in the East a paflion for boys, a paflion reprobated by the philofopher, held in 
abhorrence by the legiflator, and far more immoral, far more infamous than the 
illegal intercourfe of the two fexes, from which, befides, there refults no advan- 


tage to fociety. 


Through an inconfiftency worthy of remark, the law, which always lays 
under contribution, which fometimes punifhes with death the man who gives 
way to anatural inclination, who obeys the imperious voice of Nature, tolerates 
however, and feems to permit a vice which befpeaks a total depravity of mo- 
rals. The Muffulmans, very auftere in o her refpects, give themfelves up 
without fhame to the tafte which mifleads them, and the habit of which 
they have contracted in the early part of their life. Very far from bluthing 
at this vice, they make it ferve for the gratification of their vanity, and thew 


with 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE, &c. 105 


with pride the object of their affections. This paflion is become fo ftrong 
among them, that they endeavour to fatisfy it by every pofible means, and 
very frequently employ violence. Among other inftances, one occurred at 
SMYRNA, where a European failor, upwards of fixty years of age, was killed 
and violated by three janizaries, without there being a poflibility of obtaining 


their juft punifhment. 


ro 


Proftitutes are neither allowed nor tolerated: the government. fometimes 
deals very rigoroufly with thofe who are of the Muffulman religion. It is 
not uncommon for fome of them to be laid hold of during the night, and, 
after they have been tied up in a fack with fome ftones, for them to be thrown 
alive into the fea, towards the point of the feraglio; and yet one frequently 
meets in the ftreets of ConsTANTINOPLE Greek youths, drefled in an effeminate 
manner, announcing by their carriage that they are ready to abandon them- 


felves to whoever will pay them. 


Notwithftanding the cuftoms of the country, thefe youths preferve their- 
hair, take the greateft care of it, wath it every day, perfume it with mufk, 
amber, and effence of rofes, and adorn it with the flowers of the feafon. An 
artificial red colours their cheeks, an ebony black is placed on their eye-brows 
and eye-lids, in order to animate their eyes and form a contraft with the 
fairnefs of their complexion. To all the natural charms of the body, they 


generally join thofe of the mind, and not unfrequently they borrow the 


attrafions of mufic and dancing. 


Although the law allows Muffulmans to have four wives, yet few among 
‘them have more than one, becaufe they lead to confiderable expenfe ; be- 
caufe, fhut.up in the fame harem, they cannot live together in harmony 3 
they perplex the hufband with their complaints, or plague him with their 
pretenfions. Befides, almoft every woman, on her marriage, requires an obliga- 
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tion from the hufband, not to wed another in her life-time or as long as the 
fhall not have been feparated by a divorce. But fhe cannot prevent him 
from purchafing white or black flaves, accdtding to his taite and his means ¢ 
and provided he lie with his wife once a week, according to the obligation 
which Masomet has impofed onevery Mufulman ftill young and in good 
health; provided he furnifh her wherewith to clothe and maintain herfelf 
according to her condition, and to go to the bath when fhe has been polluted 
by him or by the im ifpofitions natural to her fex, fhe cannot fue for a di- 
vorce. But what is, perhaps, more grievous, fhe neither is jultified in com- 
plaining that the hufband is frequently parfimonious of a pleafure which fhe 
claims, and of which he is prodigal towards fome Georgian or Circaffian 


male flave. 


But if he wifhed to require from his wife the fame indulgences that he is 
aceuftomed to obtain from his male flaves, fhe is authorized to prefent herfelf 
before the cadi, in order to demand of him the punifhment of the hufband 
and even a divorce; this the judge grants if fhe be feconded by her relations, 
and if, befides, the reputation of the hufband give to the complaint an air of 
truth; and, in order to fpare this woman the fhame of declaring fuch a 
circumflance in prefence of the whole tribunal, the is to have recourfe toa 


fign agreed on, and confine herfelf to turning over her flippers. 


In no cafe, can the hufband require any thing from the flaves that belong to 
the wife: he has aright only over thofe that he himfelf has purchafed. It 
very feldom happens that he forgets himfelf in this refpect, becaufe the wife 


would not fail to prefer her complaint and caufe him to be punifhed. 


‘When a man wifhes that peace and happinefs fhould dwell under his roof, 
he confines himfelf ‘folely to his wife; or if he take any liberty in regard to the 


13 female 
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female flaves that he has purchafed to wait on her, he recommends to them to 
preferve towards her the greatelt refpect and fubmiffion. He endeavours to 
perfuade them that fhe is ignorant of the love which he has for them; and the 
wife, on her fide, wifhing to preferve peace in the family, pretends to be ignorant 
of the infidelity of the hufband, and fubmits with lefs pain to the privation 
to which he condemns her, being indemnified by the empire which fhe con- 


tinues to exercife over her flaves. 


But when a Turk marries feveral wives who have all the fame rights and the 
fame pretenfions, it is very rare that preferences do not lead to jealoufies and 
quarrels ; it is very rare that they fee with coolnefs one of themfelves receive 
more frequently marks of attachment, without giving vent to their complaints. 
And however impartial the hufband may be in the diftribution of his favours, 
they all will tax him with injuftice, all will believe or pretend to believe 


their rivals more fortunate, and the hufband more eager to pleafe them. 


Tt is much worfe if difguft keep him at a diftance from his wives, and lead 
him entirely towards his female flaves; and if the latter, abufing the weak- 
nefs of the hufband, take advantage and grow proud of the favours which 
they receive; if they appear lefs fubmiffive and lefs refpectful, then peace 
cannot be re-eftablifhed but by the d {miflion of thefe inconfiderate flaves and 


the fincere return of the hufband towards the wives. 


Trom this arrangement of Turkifh families, it is feen that the wife has an 
eye on the female flaves, becaufe fhe would be very glad to find them in 
fault in order to fet the hufband againft them; and the flave who fhares the 
bed of the hufband, is the moft dangerous Argus for the wife: the latter 
never goes out without being accompanied by the other; which renders in- 


fidelity rather uncommon. 


po Some 
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Some women, in the indigent clafs of the people, give themfelves up to 
men with tolerable facility for money, and in {pite of the feverity of the go- 
vernment. Among the rich, there are in Turkey, as in Europz, amorous 
intrigues: but ina country where a woman feldom goes out, where fhe is 
furrounded by the female relations of the hufband and by female flaves inte. 
refted in watching her, it is evident that thefe intrigues prefent an infinite 
number of difficulties to be farmounted, and obftacles to be overcome, which 
render them lefs common. Almoft always the woman makes: the firft ad. 
vances; does fhe perceive a good-looking man, a man who pleafes her, fhe 
fets a matron to work, and informs herfelf of every thing that can intereft her. 
is fhe-certain that the man anfwers her paflion?. A party is arranged; fhe goes 
out with her ufual retinue, and proceeds to the houfe of a female relation or 
friend, or to that of fome female flave made free and married: thence fhe 
repairs, under various pretexts, to the houfe of another female flave, or to 
that of fome Jewefs, fometimes to a third, alone or accompanied by fome 
trufty perfon. There it is that the man has been introduced, frequently 
difguifed as a woman. Parties are in this manner renewed as often as cir- 
eumftances may permit, without incurring too much danger. Advantage 
is taken of the hufband’s abfence or of the moment of prayer at the mofque. 
When the woman is fure of her flaves, which is very feldom the cafe, fhe can 
introduce a man into the harem; but woe be to thofe who are difcovered, al- 


moft always death enfues. 


The bath may alfo ferve as a place of rendezvous, when with money a man 
may rely on the difcretion of the perfons who have charge of them, and 


when he is certain of not being difturbed by thera. 


‘There are in ConsTAanTinopxe and in the great cities, Jeweffes and Ar. 

menian women who catry into the harems valuable fluffs, jewels, perfumes, 

baubles, and comfits to be purchafed; the greater part of them are fkilful 
matrons, 
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miatrons, through whofe hands pafs all amorous intrigues. Every one knows 
that love watched or laid under conttraint is inventive, and that it very frequently 
finds means to conceal itfelf from the vigilance of keepers. As no fecret 
converfations can be held without exciting fufpicion, and as the Turkifh 
women feldom can write, thefe matrons keep up correfpondences by the ar- 
rangement of the flowers of a nofegay, by the difpofition of different coloare, 


or of any other fign agreed on. 


Jt is above all inSyria and in Eoypr that the art of exprefling ideas by 
mieans~of flowers is carried to fuch a pitch, that the moft active correfpon- 
dence may take place between two lovers, without awakening the atten- 


tion of jealoufy, without attraéting the looks of overfeers. 


The influence which Turkifh women have over public afiairs, in the 
nomination of the agents of the government, and in the diftribution of favours 
and punifhments, is much more confiderable than might be prefumed, from 
their retired manner of living. The harems are the places of rendezvous 
inacceffible to men*, where the moft interefting anecdotes of the town 
and of the provinces pafs fucceffively in review, where the moft curious news 
are fpread, where plots and confpiraciesare framed. Women of every age and 
every rank come thither to folicit graces and favours for their hufbands or their 
yelations, or in order to complain of a hufband too jealous, too fevere, and 
demand proteétion againft him, or again{ft fome perfon of weight. An affair 
often pafles through the channel of feveral women before it arrives at its deftina- 


tion: an emancipated female flave, or woman of the loweft clafs of the 


* The hufband never enters his wife’s apartment when fhe is with female ftrangers. This. 


cuftom is very {crupuloufly obferved. 


people 
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people, fometimes obtains through her patroneffes fuch an intereft, that 
her proteCtion is fought after from all quarters. 


The Mufflulman women fupport each other, and are always ready to make 
acommon caufe. They are implacable in their :refentment, and feldom fail 
to revenge themfelves for an outrage or an offence at all ferious. Their in. 
fluence is increafed by that which a favourite flave or the Sultana-Validaj ge- 
nerally obtains over the fultan. | 


: CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XI. 
s 
7 
Of the Georgian and Circaffian women.—Of flavery-—We enter the morke: of 
female flaves— Cuftom of the women in regard to fuckling and ftevility ~OF 


the harems and baths. 


“Vurovcuour the East much is faid in praife of the beauty of the 
Georgian and Circaffian women, flaves brought to ConstanTinopir, and 
there fold, while young, and thence fcattered all over Turxry, in order to 
ferve in.the harems or produce children to their mafters. Thefe women, from 
the account which has been given us of them by the female chriftians of the 
country who frequent them, and from the {mall number of thofe whom the 
practice of phyfic has afforded us an opportunity to fee, have Furopean features 2 
almoft all are fair with dark hair; fome have flaxen or light brown hair 5 
all are finely proportioned when they are young; but, they generaily ac- 
quire, through repofe, good living, and the frequent ufe of baths, an em- 
benpoint which conftitutes the delight of the Turks, and which, neverthe- 


lefs, exceeds the limits of beautiful proportion. 


The Turks have nearly the fame ideas of the beauty of women, as the Eu- 
ropeans, except that, in general, they prefer the fair with dark hair, and thofe 
with light brown to the flaxen, and exceilive embonpoint to thinnefs: it may even 
be faid that women in good health and plump pleafe them much better than 


thofe whofe fhape is flender, whofe perfon and limbs are pliant, and not very 
flethy. 


Gne 
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One ‘muft not be furprifed that thefe women are, in general, very well 
made, fince they are the choice of all that is moft beautiful among thofe 
that are fold in the Turkifh markets, by the parents themfelves. But what 
muft excite aftonifhment, is that avarice fhould overcome religious prejudices ; 
that a father and mother, at the fight of gold, fhould fhut their heart to ten- 
dernefs and to the fweeteft afeflions ; that they fhould abandon and give up 
without remorfe achild, to be brought up ina ‘different religion and ferve 
for the pleafures of whoever will purchafe her. And the chriftian priefts of 
that country endure and permit this infamous traffic for a few prayers and 


fome alms, fo true it is, according to them, that there is a way of accommodating 
matters with heaven: ; 


‘The price of thefe flaves, in the markets of ConsTANTINoPLeE, varies like 
that of all merchandife, and is regulated according to their number and that 
of the purchafers. ‘They commonly coft from 500 to 1000 piaftres, that is’ 
from 1000 to 2000 livres. But a female flave of a rare beauty amounts to 
an exceflive price without there being a neceflity for expofing her to fale, be- 
caufe moft of the rich men are always ready to make pecuniary facrifices in 
order to procure fuch for themfelves. The men in place and the ambitious are 
likewife eager to purchafe them in order to lay them at the feet of their fo- 
vereign or prefent them to their protectors, and place about them women 
who, being indebted to them for their elevation, may endeavour through gra- 
titude to contribute to that of their former matters. 


In no cafe does a female flave thew herlfelf naked to him who wifhes to pur. 
chafe her: this is contrary to Ottoman decorum and manners; but when, 
fhe is marriageable, it frequently happens that the purchafer fends a matron of 
his acquaintance to examine her, and afcertain ‘whether fhe be a virgin. 


A, perfon 
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A perfon would have a falfe idea of flavery among the Turks and the Per- 
fians, were he to judge of it from that which the Europeans have eftablifhed 
in their colonies, and above all from the accounts of the unfortunate captives 
of the coaft of Barsany, who have been made to undergo harfh treat- 
ment, and been tormented, in a thoufand ways in order to oblige them to 
embrace the Muflulman religion, In Turxty and in Persia, flaves of both 
fexes, commonly purchafed before the age or the period of puberty, are 
brought up in the religion of Manomer, and treated with the fame kind- 
nefs and almoft with the fame refpec&t as the fons of the family. It feldom 
happens that a Turk fells again a flave with whom he is diffatisfied; he 
contents himfelf with threatening him and even with punifhing him as he 
would punifh a fon. After a fervitude more or lefs long, according as this 
Muffulman is a more or lefs exact obferver of the precepts of Manomer, 
who fixes the period of flavery to nine years, he gives him his liberty, and 
marries him: almoft always, at his death, his flaves become free, whether he 
may have been able to dictate his will, or becaufe the heirs confider it their 


duty to follow his intention in this refpect. 


When a matter is a man of weight and attaches himfelf to any of his 
flaves, he negleéts nothing for their education and advancement. For that 
purpofe he employs his intereft and his fortune, as he would do in regard to 
his own fon; and it muft be confefled that, in general, thefe flaves are more 
attached to their mafters and ferve them better, whether in their houfes, or in 


battle, than their fervants. 


No one is ignorant, that, in Turkey, the art of pleafing a mafter, intelli. 
gence, boldnefs, and laftly money, lead to every thing, and carry a man ra- 
pidly to the firft employments. Moft of the pachas and great men of the 
empire, raifed by fortune and intrigue, from the rank of flave or of fimple 
private perfon to that which they occupy, are for all the Turks a {pur ever 
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active which animates and encouragesthem. In all adminiftrative and military 
places, talents are held in no eftimation; they are almoft always ulelefs, and 


even frequently dangerous. 


The prejudices of Eurore, in regard to birth, not being known in the Lr. 
VANT, moft of the Turks marry, without difficulty, their flaves, or give 
them in marriage to their fons. In like manner they give, without re- 
pugnance, their daughters in marriage to the male flaves with whom they 
are pleafed; they grant them their freedom and procure them commiffions, 


employments, or give them money to undertake a trade or exercife a pro- 


feffion. 


The prifoners whom the fate of war throws into the hands of the Turks, 
if they be not exchanged immediately after the battle, which is very fel- 
dom the cafe, or if they be not maffacred, which more frequently happens,. 
are flaves, and belong to thofe who have taken them. They are fome- 
times carried to a confiderable diftance from the theatre of. war, and there: 
fold, in order that they may not make their efcape, nor be exchanged. Thofe 
flaves, of more advanced age than the others, frequently refufe to renounce 
their religion; which is the reafon that they do not then enjoy the fame ad- 
vantages as the Muffulman flaves, and that they are treated with lefs kind- 
nefs. They are employed in the rougheft and moft degrading labours, and 
cannot hope to be fet at liberty but by paying a ranfom; which to them is. 
almoft always impoflible, for they feldom have the means of communi-. 
cating their fituation to their family, and if they were fufficiently induftrious 
to earn a little money, and economical enough to keep it, they would infallibly 
be {tripped by their matters or by the other flaves, becaufe a Muffulman. thinks 
himfelf not bound to obferve, in regard to a Chriftian or a Jew, an honeft 
line of condué& in which he would be afhamed to fail towards a man of his. 


own religion, 


We 
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We have faid that the traffic for fiaves was forbidden to the Jews and 
Chriftians who inhabit Turkey. No one is fuffered to enter the bafar where 
women are expofed to fale, but Muffulmans who prefent themfelves to 
purchafe them. Europeans cannot be introduced there without a firman of 

the fultan, which is granted only to the ambafladors and ‘agents of foreien 
powers, when they are on the eve of quitting the Ottoman Empire. <A few 
days before our departure we with pleafure availed ourfelves of the fir 
man which Citizen Garra Saint Cyr obtained, in order to fatisfy our curi- 
ofity inthat refpe@t. In company with him we faw the monuments efcaped 
from barbarifm, time, and fire, the principal mofgues, the mad-houfes, the 
‘menagerie, and the market for female flaves. | But whether the traders, aps 
prized of our arrival, had made them retire, cr whether this was not the fea- 
fon when they are moft numerous, we found few flaves in the bafar, and 
among thofe that we faw, the greater part were veiled and fhut up in their 
rooms; fo that we could not fee them but for a moment through a window 


which was by the fide of the door. 


We ftopped to contemplate three of them who ftruck us by their beauty and 
the tears which they fhed. They were tall, well made, and fcarcely fif. 
teen years of age; one of them, with her head and left arm refting againft 
the wall, vented fobs which wrung us to tne heart. ‘Nothing could divert 
her from her profound gricf: her companions, leaning the one againft the 
other, were hclding each other by the hand while we furveyed them. They 
caft on us looks which, doubtlefs, exprefled their regret at having loft their li. 
berty, at being torn from the arms of a too cruel father and mother; at hav- 


ing been feparated, perhaps, from thofe with whom love and hymen were to 
unite their fate. : 


The traders, imbued with ridiculous prejudices, fear the mifchievous look 


‘of Chriftians and Europeans: a woman cannot be feen by. them without 


e 
i) 
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being depreciated, without running the rifk of being affeCted by their malig. 
nant influence. Befides, thefe female flaves, ftill chriftians, may according 
to thefe traders, fall fuddenly in love with a man of their own religion, and at- 
tempt to make their efcape. They likewife fear that the too great affli€tion 
into which the flaves are plunged by every thing that recalls to their mind re- 
colleGions extremely dear, may occafion them to fall fick or bring on a melan- 


choly that may affect their health. 


The building has nothing remarkable, and does not correfpond with the 
beauty of the caravanfaries, which it refembles in point of form and con- 
ftruction, nor to that of moft of the bazars of the capital. You fee a fuite 
of fmall naked chambers, which receive the light only by a door and a little: 
grated window, placed on one fide, It is into one of thefe rooms that the 
unfortunate creatures who belong to the fame trader are crowded: there it 
is that each waits till fate throws her into the hands of a man young or 
old, robuft or infirm, mild or paffionate, good or bad, in order that fhe 
may become his wife or his concubine, or wait on the women of his 


harem. 


The negrefles whom commerce draws annually from Evaiopia and Nusra, 
are brought up, as well as the white female flaves, in the religion of Manomet, 
and treated with the fame kindnefs as the others; but being more particularly 
intended for the fervice of the harems, it feldom happens that they fhare the 
bed of their mafter. After a few years’ fervice, the greater part of them are 
married to white flaves. Being both at liberty, to the hufband is given 
wherewith to fet up alittle fhop, or exercife a profeflion which may provide for 
their maintenance. Frequently they are kept in the houfe without being [i- 
berated, the wife ferves, in cafe of neceflity, as a wet-nurfe to the children 
of her miftrefs, and continues her fervice in the harem: the hufband remains 
about the perfon of his mafter, and performs the fame fervice as before; 

8 he 
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he follows him in his walks, in his expeditions, and in the journies which. 


his trade renders neceflary. 


As for the negroes, more unfortunate, perhaps, than thofe of the Wesr-- 
Inpra colonies, mutilated early in life, they are almoft all employed in the 
care of the women of the fultan and of thofe belonging to the great men of 


the empire. True it is that fome of them obtaina diftinguifhed rank, exten- 
five power, and confiderable riches ; but can they be happy, when they know 
that the method of pleafing their mafter, is to difpleafe the women intrufted 
to their charge? Canthey be happy, when they are obliged to live with 
women quite young, quite beautiful, from whom they never obtain a look of 


good-will, and whofe afpect inceflantly reminds them. of the idea of their 


impotence and nullity ?. 


In the East, the women have not yet fufpected that the method to pre- 
ferve longer their bloom, and enjoy without interruption the fafcinating plea- 
fures of fociety, was to withdraw themfelves from duties the moft facred, 
by delivering into the hands of a hireling the precious pledges of their mar- 
riage. They find the careffes of the infant that they nourifh with their 
milk, far more fweet, far more agreeable than the fmile of a perfidious and 
corrupt world. If their mode of life is more fimple, lefs tumultuous, if their 
pleafures are lefs lively, lefs ftriking, they are amply indemnified by the calm 
of the fenfes, by the peace of mind, and by the health which they preferve, 
and by that which they tranfmit to their children. In the Easr, they are 
fcarcely acquainted with that multitude of diforders occafioned by the dif. 
. perfion of milk, thofe la€teous indurations and fecretions which affli@ fo 
many European women, and carry them off in the flawer of their age. 


If through any extraordinary caufe a woman lofe her milk, and find her- 


felf obliged to have recourfe to a range nurfe, fhe receives her into ker 
houfe ; 
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houfe, and caufes her to be treated with the fame refpef and the fame attention 
that the herfelf receives. Whether Muffulman or Chriftian, it depends on this 
fofter-mother no longer to abandon the infant that fhe has fed with her 
milk, to continue towards it her maternal care, and to receive all her life, 
from it or from its parents, marks of the moft lively gratitude: it depends 
on her, ina word, to be incorporated in the family, and to be there confidered 


and refpected asa fecond mother. 


‘Through a luxury advantageous to the indigent, from which, befides, ne 
inconvenience refults, moft of the opulent mothers, in the intention of pre- 
ferving their embonpoint, of repofing more quietly during the night, and of 
giving a a more abundant nourifhment to their children, place about them a 
fecond nurfe charged with the moft laborious fun@ions, to fuckle them 
during the night, to amufe them, and divert their attention during the day : 
but the mother does not, on that account, think herfelf exempted from 
watching over the health of her child, from feeding it with her milk, 
from providing for all the wants that it appears to have, and from beftowe 


ing onit all the care that its age and weaknefs require. 


Throughout the East, fterility of women is confidered as one of the 
greateft misfortunes that can happen to them; independently of a barren 
woman not obtaining the confideration which fhe would have enjoyed as mother 
ofa family, fhe finds herfelf almoft always neglected by her hufband ; the fees 
him pafs into the arms of another woman ; fhe is obliged to fubferibe to the 
divorce which he demands, and, to complete her misfortunes, fhe can fcarcely 
ever, in fuch a cafe, find a fecond hufband. Befides, fterility prefents with 
it the idea of an imperfection in the organs, which humiliates her who is the 


objet of it. 


When 
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When the figns of pregnancy do not manifeft themfelves a few months 
after marriage, the wife, in her impatience never fails to addrefs herfelf to 
matrons and to phyficians, in order to afk them for fome beverage, fome parti- 
cular recipe that may facilitate and haften the moment of conception. The 
former prepare peflariés in which are contained the hotteft and moft irri- 
tating fubftances, fuch as mufk, amber, bezoar, aloes, cardamom, ginger, 
pepper, cinnamon, cloves, &c. They at the fame time caufe moft of thefe 
drugs to be taken as an opiate or mixed with aliments, at the rifk of pro- 


ducing fome inflammation or fome other diforder more or lefs dangerous. 


Unlefs the number of children be already confiderable, or the fortune of the 
hufband be deranged, if the wife, fill young, after one or more lyings-in, 
find too great an interval before fhe be pregnant, fhe has recourfe to the fame 
means, and fhe employs the fame drugs. The Greek women, befides, lefs 
devout and more fuperftitious than the Mufiulman females, make offerings 
to the Panayia *, fend a wax-taper to the church, caufe mafles to be faid, and 
invoke the male and female. faints of paradife in whom they have moft con- 


fidence. 


The houfes of the Muffulmans are difpofed in fuch a manner that the lodging 
of the women is always feparated from that of the men: the former is called 
harem, or facred place, and the latter /e/amilig, or habitation of the man. At 
the houfes of the great, there are two piles of building which communicate 
with each other by intermediate apartments, of which the hufband alone has 
the keys. <Accefs to the harem is ftri€tly forbidden to men; the male 
fervants and flaves never enter it ; and the male relations themfelves are never 
admitted, except it be on the two grand feftivals of the year, and on the ocs 


cafion of weddings, lyings-in, or circumcifion, 


¥ Tlavwyna, all holy ; thus it is that the Greeks call the mother of Chrift. 


Commonly 
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Commonly the harem has*no windows towards the ftreet, or if there be 
any, they are lofty, and grated in fuch a manner that one cannot fee from 
without what is pafling within. In the countries where every houfe has its 
terrace or flat roof, there are walls of feparation, which cannot be paffed, and 


which prevent all communication. 


We frequently experienced difficulties in the courfe of our travels, when 
we wifhed to afcend to elevated places in order to have a view of a town and 
judge of its extent, becaufe the inhabitants were afraid that our object was 
to obferve the women who were walking in their gardens, or taking the air on 
the terrace of their houfes. It has frequently happened, on thefe occafions, 
that Turks have fired mufket-fhots at Europeans whofe intentions appeared 


to them fufpicious. 


The wife of a certain rank, when young, goes very little from home, becaufe 
it is not fafhionable for her to appear in the ftreets although veiled, becaufe 
the law exempts her from going to the mofque, becaufe fhe has in her own 
houfe baths which fhe ufes at pleafure, and becaufe fhe is furrounded by female 
flaves who watch over her, and female relatives who counteract her inclina- 
tions. To pleafe her hufband, to detain him in the harem as long as fi 
affairs permit, to take care of her children, to occupy herfelf with her 
drefs, and very litle with her family, to pray at the hours prefcribed by re- 
ligion, and to pafsa part of the day without doing any thing, another in fmok- 
ing, drinking coffee, receiving female friends, relations, or women under her 
protection, fuch are the duties and pleafures of a Muffulman woman. She 
feldom can read and fcarcely ever write; fhe has learnt to few and embroider, 
prepare comfits and dainties, and make fherbet ; but fhe finds it more plea- 
fant to do nothing, to remain quiet on her fopha, and roll between her fingers 
a chaplet of coral or agate. She confiders it as a delightful enjoyment to 
hold from time to time a difh of coffee in one hand, a pipe in the other, and 

to 
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to carry them alternately to her mouth, at the fame time inhaling the vapour of 
the one, and retaining as long as poflible that of the other; whiat afterwards 
eratifies her the moft, is to have it in her power to difplay to the eyes of the 


women whom fhe receives, fome rich trinkets and a robe of great value. 


A Muffulman is very poor if he have not feveral flaves to wait on his wife, 
and the latter is very unfkilful if fhe do not foon convert into dreffes and 
trinkets the greateft part of the hufband’s fortune. ~ This extraordinary and 
prepofterous conduct, efpecially in the mother of a family, appears to me to 
arife naturally from the laws and cuftoms eftablifhed in Turkey. It is well 
known that the fovereign has the right to confifcate, to the benefit of the 
imperial treafury, the inheritance of the agents that he has employed, and 
that, in this cafe, the property of the wife is always refpected. Befides, when a 
divorce takes place between a married couple, the wife keeps her jewels and 
her wardrobe, independently of the other effects ftipulated in the contrat of 


marriage. 


The wife takes her meals alone, or with the mother and the female rela- 
tions of the hufband, who are with her in the harem. He eats with his father 
and the male relations who live with him, and when he is alone or caufes 
himfelf to be ferved in the harem, which frequently happens, even the wife 
does not eat with him; fhe waits on him, or fees that the flaves are attentive 
in waiting on him. The meal being finifhed, the hands and mouth wafhed and 


wiped, fhe herfelf prefents him the pipe and coffee. 


When there are feveral wives, each has her houfehold, her table, her 
apartments, and her flaves in the fame pile of building. It is very uncommon 
for a fecond woman, or flave, to be lodged in another houfe; this fearcely 
happens except among the chiefs of caravans, who, obliged to live half 
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of the year in one town, and the other half in another, wifh to have a 


wife in each of thofe two towns. 


No religious precept is more fcrupuloufly followed; no law is more ri- 
goroufly executed, in any religion and among any people, than ablutions and 
wathings in Turkey. Before the five prayers of the day, before and after 
meals, at every ftool, whenever he has been touched by any impure body, 
the Mufflulman muft purify himfelf by partial ablutions. But when he has 
cohabited with a woman or has experienced a fimple pollution, he is fub- 
mitted to a general wafhing; and the woman, befides, is obliged to 
obey this cuftom after her lying-in and at the end of the indifpofitions na- 
tural to her fex. Thence thofe ablutions almoft continual and thofe fre- 
quent vapour-baths with which no one difpenfes, of which all have made 


themfelves a want, and in which both fexes find a delicious charm. 


What inclines the women to with for baths with the moft lively eagernefs, 
is that they there make themfelves amends for the conftraint to which the 
laws and cuftoms have fubjeted them. It is at the baths that they meet, and 
make appointments with each other; there it is that they fee each other 
with familiarity, that they converfe without conftraint, and give themfelves up 
to the {weeteft voluptuoufnefs. There it is that the rich women can dif- 
play, with the greatelt minutenefs, their moft {plendid attire, and their mof 
coftly garments. There they are ferved with pure mocha, exquifite reftora- 
tives, and {umptuous collations. There they lavifh effences and perfumes; 
and the entertainment is frequently terminated by mufic, dances, and the 
~ embres Chinoifes : but, on thofe occafions, the bath is fhut to the public for the 


whole day. 


The poor women, almoft without any expenfe, there find pleafures lefs 
noify indeed, but perhaps as warmly felt. Common coffee, common fherbet, 


5 no 
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no other perfume than tobacco, dainties which they themfelves briny, and 
fome fruits of the feafon: this is to reftore the body and gratify the fenfes. 
Their vanity is flattered at difplaying a fine fhift, clean drawers, decent clothes, 
necklaces, chains, and other ornaments in fequins. In fhort, they no longer 
have any thing to with for when they have undergone complete depilation, when 
their locks are arranged, their braids plaited, their eyelids and eyebrows 


painted black, and the nails of their hands and feet of an orange-colour yellow. 


R 2 CHAPTER 


124 TRAVELS IN THE 


CHAP Pik 


Excurfion to the frelb waters. —Review of a Turkifb army.—Origia of the ree 
volt of Paflwan Oglou.—Hyforical fummary of the events which have taken 
place to the prefent day. 


‘Two leagues from CoNSTANTINOPLE, in afcending the fmall river whicly 
difcharges its waters into the head of the harbour, is an agreeable and 
folitary walk, the only one embellifhed by art. The fultan goes thither fome- 
times in fummer to {pend the day with a numerous fuite: frequently Europeans 
go thither on parties of pleafure, at the fame time, however, taking the pre- 
caution to have every thing carried that is neceflary for them; for the Turks, 
not being in the habit of walking, nor of frequenting this {pot, have not 
even thought of eftablifhing there a coffee-houfe. 


On quitting the harbour, you leave behind you Cons'TANTINOPLE ; you 
fee on the left the village of Aiyun, where the fultana-mother has juft caufed 
a mofque and a fepulchral chapel to be built in order to repofe in it after her 
death : you perceive on the right a Turkith coffee-houle, in front of whichis a 
place fhaded by fine trees, under which Turkifh and Armenian women fome- 
times feat themfelves, to drink coffee, and fmoke their pipe. You enter into 
a fertile valley, confined between two fchiftofe hills, naked and uncultivated ; 
the river which flows in the middle, is broad, deep, and tranquil at its 
mouth; it becomes narrowin proportion as you advance. All the furface cf 
this valley confifts of natural meadows, on which herds of oxen graze during 


the whole year. 


You 
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You foon arrive in front of the kiofk of the great equerry Buyuk-imbrohor, 
fituated on the left bank of the river: you pafs under a wooden bridge erected 
there for communications, and you arrive by the fide of the palace of the 
Grand Signior. Beyond this palace, built with fome degree of elegance, the 
river is received into a broad canal, whence it falls in cafcades on fteps of 
white marble: it forms various fheets of water, and afterwards returns to _ 
its bed. Some fine trees fhade this place, worthy of figuring befide the moft 
beautiful gardens of Europz. One only regrets that the two hills which 
bound the valley, are not cultivated, and adorned with country-houfes; 
they ‘would add to the embellifhment of this fpot, if they prefented, in the 


form of an amphitheatre, the vine, various fruit-trees, and fome fields laid 


down in corn. 


a 


On the 20th of Germinal year VI, (oth of April 1798,) we went with the 
French legation and different citizens, to fee in this valley the filing of of 
the remainder of the army which fultan SeLim was fending againft Pas. 
wan OctLou, ayam of Wipin, for a long time paft in rebellion againtt 
the Porte. Already had fifteen or twenty thoufand Afiatic troops continued 
their route for ADRIANOPLE, the general rendezvous of the army. There 
fill remained from five to fix thoufand men encamped at Ox-maipam, 
who were to file off before the fultan. The captain-pacha, appointed fe- 
rafkier or general of the army, was to be admitted to kifs the feet of his 
highnefs, and receive the pelifle of honour. We hada curiofity to fee this 
ceremony, and to learn at the fame time the order and difpofition of a Turkith 


army. : 


At eight o’clock in the morning, we went to embark at Tor-Hana: the 
day was fine; we enjoyed the fight always more beautiful, always more en- 
chanting, prefented, on one fide, by the feraglio, and onthe other, by Gas 


LATA, Pera, and the different villages which are confounded with the foreft 
of 
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of cyprefles : we ranged along the numerous tiers of merchant-veffels anchored 
off GaLata ; we faw, as we paffed, the arfenal and the fhips of the navy ; 
we counted twenty fail of the line, fourteen or fifteen of which were in good 
condition, and as many frigates or floops of war: we ftopped for a moment 
to view Lamsro’s flotilla, which the French frigate the Mopzsrz, com- 
manded by Captain Vrenex, had deflroyed in 1792. It took us near an 
hour to arrive at the head of the harbour and enter the river which we 


have before mentioned, 


We quitted our calques in front of the houfe of the great equerry. Al- 
veady were the hills covered with fpectators: a part of the fulten’s houfe- 
hold was arrived, and the pages were exercifing themfelves in the meadow, 
in throwing the djerid. The army had advanced towards the declivity of 
the hill, and was now waiting only for the order of departure. All the 


colours were difplayed, and martial mufic was heard from time to time. 


ft 


At ten o’clock, arrived Sultan Szxim in afuperb caique, and placed. himfelf 
in the kiofk of his equerry: we were within twenty paces of him, under 
the fhade of an afh, on the oppofite bank of the river. A moment after, the 
order was given, and the troops filed off. They defcended by the hill of the 
left bank of the river, pafled over a wooden bridge at a little diftance from | 
the kiofk,. followed the road made at the foot of the hill on the right bank, 
and went to encamp for three days two leagues from this place, in the en- 


virons of a farm known by the name of Daout-PacuHa. 


We faw pafs in fucceflion companies of cavalry of délis, of zaims, of tima- 
riots, of féliflars, and of /pabis, armed with a mufket, two piftols, and a 
fbre. After them came a company of horfemen armed with lances: like 
thofe who went firft, they had their fabre and their piftols. Each company 
was preceded by one or two colours, and followed by a great number of 


Sfacas 
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facas or water-carriers. The horfes on which thefe facas were mounted, had 


two large leather-boitles full of water, for the wants of the company. 


What had a rather bad effet among this chofen troop, was that the 
mufkets were of different form and calibre: the horfemen were irregularly 
clothed: many among them were in rags and iil mounted, while fome others 
were better dreffed, better mounted, and better armed. ‘The officers were 
diftinguifhed by the beauty of their horfes, by the riclinefs of the trappings, and 


~ by the footmen who preceded them. 


The company of flying artillery in uniform, tolerably well mounted, having 
with it forty pieces of cannon, made a more warlike appearance: it was 
compofed of young men ftrong and vigorous: their look, their fkill, and 


their manceuvres did honour to the French officers who inftruéted them. 


After thefe we faw pafs fome other troops of cavalry, and then eighty flags 
of different colours. There remained all the houfehold of the general, two 
European carriages, and two litters, when Hussrin-pacha appeared on horfe- 
back, followed by two boftangees and a tchocadar on foot: he croffed the 
meadow, and, having arrived within a little diftance of the kiofk, he alighted : 
he was immediately furrounded by the pages of the fultan and conducted to the 
audience-chamber. We approached his highnefs, kiffed the fkirt of his gar- 
ment, and placed himfelf ata little diftance from him, on his knees, feated on 
his heels, with his hands on his thighs, concealed by the large fleeves of his 
robe. All the pages left the hall: there remained only three mutes to wait. 
The conference lafted half an hour; after which Hussein again kiffed the 
{kirt of his highnefs’s robe, and was clothed with a fuperb pelifle by fome pages 
who entered for that purpofe. 


Hussgin 
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Hussein came down from the kiofk, remounted his horfe, returned by a femi- 
circle, and prefented himfelf before the fultan, leant down to the ftirrup of the 
right foot, and went away, accompanied by the three perfons with whom he 


had come. 


‘The troops had halted during this conference; but the military mufic had 
not ceafed to play: it was compofed of trumpets, tymbals, tymbalons, and 


drums diferent from thofe of EuRopE. 


The houfeho!d ofthe pacha filed off in good order: it was remarkable eh 
the beauty of the horfes, the richnefs of the trappings, and the drefs of the 
horfemen: we faw pafs his tchiaoux, his tchocadars, his fecretaries and clerks, 
a troop of galiondgis, and, laftly, his carriages and litters. Three horfemen ’ 
carried, among the colours, on a fort of pike, three horfes’ tails which 
defignated his rank. The pacha next made his appearance, followed by the 
principal officers of his houfehold and by fome general officers belonging to 


his army : a numerous company of facas clofed this march. 


We remarked in all the companies, people tolerably well mounted, whofe 
cap of a conical form, was covered on the outfide with tin and little bells. 
We were informed that their funtion is to gallop into the ranks in order to 


make the foldiers drefs, to excite them to battle, and to flop the runaways. 


in Europsz, people have fpoken too varioufly of Paswan OcxLou, and have 
been too little acquainted with the origin of his revolt, for us to pafs over in 


filence the accounts which we have colletted refpeGting him. 


Ocxiov, in Turkifh, fignifies fon: Paswan Ocuou, that is, fon of Pas. 
waAN. The father was ayam or notable of Wipin: he was rich, and en- 
joyed great confideration among his fellow citizens. ile commanded a troop 


of 
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of volunteers in the laft war of the Turks againft the Ruffians and Ger- 
mans. It is thought that his reputation and above all his riches, induced the 
grand vifir, then ferafkier of the army, to caufe him to: be apprehended, and 
his head to be cut off. 


Paswan Octov was apprehended with his father, and detained for fome 
time, after which he cbtained his liberty and a flender part of the property 
which he ought to have poffefled. He retired to Wipty, meditating fignal 
vengeance, not only for the deach of his father, but alfo for the injuftice 
committed in regard to himfelf. It was not long before an opportunity pre- 
fented itfelf, and like a man {till more able than angry, he found means to 


derive from events the purpofe moft fuitable to his projects. 


Under the reigns of Musrapna Ill, and Asput Hamip, companies 
of gunners and bombardiers had been formed at ConsTANTINOPLE : fome 
batteries had been erected at the entrance of the He_iespont and of the 
Bospuorus: in the arfenal, a {chool of navigation had been eftablifhed by 
the fide of that for mathematics; the government turned their thoughts towards 
the navy, they wifhed, in a word, to repair the loffes occafioned by the fuc- 
ceflive defeats of the Ottoman armies; but they were very far from having 
attained that object when Sruim IIL. afcended the throne. Extremely 
alive to the lofs of the Crimea, one of the granaries of ConsTantTi- 
NOPLE ; painfully affected to fee himfelf threatened in the very heart of the ca- 
pital, the firft movement of SELIM was to give a new impulfe to thofe efta- 
blifhments ; his firft looks were directed towards the navy; his moft ardent 
wifhes were to organize by degrees an army in imitation of that of his ene- 
mies ; and lefs jealous of his authority, than of the profperity of his domi- 
nions and of the fuccefs of his arms, he created a council compofed of twelve 
perfons capable of enlightening and feconding his beneficent views. He at 
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the fame time eftablifhed an impoft the produce of which he appropriated to 
the new military eftablifhments. 


The fuperiority of the European arms and the inappreciable advantage | 
refulting from tactics, were acknowledged by a few Muffulmans, whom genius 
and education raifed above prejudices; but it was difficult to ftafle the clamours 
of a great number of perfons to whom thefe projects gave offence: it was 
difficult to get them adopted by an ignorant people who confider as criminal 
the innovations which are tranfmitted them by thofe whom they call infidels : 
it was much more difficult, perhaps, to prevent the effect of corruptive gold 


on the greateft perfonages of the empire. 


The janizaries had loft that ancient energy which had fo long rendered 
them formidable: there was no longer feen among them thofe boftangees 
inured to the labours of the earth, capable of braving the inclemency of 
the feafons ; thofe flaves, thofe children of tribute, who, neither knowing 
their parents nor their country, ferved with enthufiafm and zeal the religion 
which they had embraced, and the mafter who paid them. At this day, muti- 
nous and undifciplined, without energy and without courage, more formidable 
to the authority of the fovereign than to the enemies of the State, to re- 
place them by an intelligent and difciplined ftanding army, prefented incalcu- 
lable advantages. Thefultan, from that moment, would have been lefs ex. 
pofed to the agitations and movements of an irritated populace; he would 
have been inceffantly able to difpofe of his forces, to carry them to the 
frontiers in order to repel the enemy, or into the interior to apprehend a 
rebel, fubduie a revolted province, or deftroy an army of robbers; he could 
augment his forces, or reduce them according to the exigencies of the 
State, 


The 
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The janizaries, extremely numerous in the capital, although debafed, 
merited, neverthelefs, a little refpet. An infurre@tion on their part would 
have -occafioned the mifcarriage of the projects wifely conceived: it was 
prudent to pay them and to make ufe of them, till the new troops fhould be 
organized. As for thcfe of the provinces, fcattered over the towns and the 
country-places, they could offer only a refiftance eafy to be overcome; how- 
ever, in order neither to indifpofe the one nor the other, it was refolved to 
attack at firft none but the yamags: thus it is that are called on the frontier 
of GERMANY, the new comers or the new companies formed for the gar- 
rifon of the towns and the duty of the fortrefles, in the countries newly 


conquered. 


BELGRADE was, in confequence, the firft town where a trial was made to 
abolith the formidable corps of janizaries; but the yamags revolted, took up 
arms, and threatened the life of the pacha. ‘Lhe latter fucceeded in gains 
ing over the officers and in difperfing a corps of troops too ill organized 
to be able to refift him for any length of time. The government fuccef- 
fively came to the other frontier towns of GERMANY: every where they ex- 
perienced the fame refiftance ; but every where authority triumphed. At Wr- 
pin, the yamags were more fortunate; Paswan OcLov, in his capacity 
of ayam, which he. had recently obtained, marched at their head againft 


the pacha, cut him in pieces, and obliged him to abandon the town. 


* 


Thefe firft fucceffes gave a great idea of the military talents of Paswan, 
and caufed him to be confidered as a man entirely devoted to the interefts of 
the people. He had no great difficulty in engaging all the inhabitants of 
Wiopin in his party, and in drawing about him a great number of malcon- 
tents, by flattering them, not only with preventing the reforms which the 
Porte wifhed to make, but with oppofing the collection of the new tax on 
provifions, wool, cotton, &c. which Szxim had juft eftablifhcd, and the pro- 

oo duce 
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duce of which he had appropriated, as I have before faid, to the expenfes 
rendered neceflary by the new corps of gunners, bombardiers, and matrofles, 


whofe number had juft been augmented, 


What muft neceffarily have irritated the people, was to fee the pacha become 
mubafil or farmer of the new tax, for his province, in confideration of a 
pretty confiderable fum which he had engaged to remit annually to the 
Porte, while before the eftablifhment of this tax, not only the Porte drew 
nothing from Wip1n, but fent the money neceflary for the pay of the yamags 
and the repairs of the fortifications. 


The revenues of Wipin not being fufficient for the payment of the army, 
which was every day increafing, Paswawn fent detachments into the neigh. 
bouring provinces, took pofleflion of the money belonging to the imperial 
treafury, levied taxes, fummoned the princes of WaLiacuia and Motpavia 
to furnifh him with provifions, military ftores, and a fum of money fome- 
what confiderable, under pain of having their country invaded. The 
latter addreffed themfelves to the Portz, which, according to its cuftom 
of temporizing and waiting for circumftances, fent them orders privately to 
yield, for the moment, to neceffity. 


The Greeks form the major part of the population of European Turkey: 
it was of importance to Paswan to draw them to his party, by conciliating 
their efteem and infpiring them with the greateft confidence. For this pur. 
pofe he put in force the ordinances of Sotiman I, altered or changed by 
the fultans his fucceflors; he gave them hopes of alleviating their fituation, 
promifed them the free exercife of their religion, and the abolition of that 
infamous diftinétion of rayas: at the fame time he took for his motto, Liberty 
and Fuftice ; magic words, capable of eleétrifying men the moft full of apa. 


thy, and of leading to devotednefs and enthufiafm a people who groan under 
the moft cruel tyranny. 
, The 
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The conduct of Paswan muft neceffarily have produced the effect which he 


expected from it. Throughout the whole empire, the janizaries confidered him 
only as a man armed for defending their interefts, and oppofing the enterprifes 
of the fultan and his council: the Greeks regarded him as their approaching 
deliverer: ali offered up vows for the firccefs of his arms, andin the mean time 
the Ports hefitated.as to the courfe which it had to follow. The divan affem. 
bled feveral times for this objet, without coming to any determination: a 
few members, among whom was. diftinguifhed the captain-pacha, were of 
opinion to oppofe to Paswan a force capable of ftopping his progrefs, punithe 
ing his audacity, and giving an example of feverity which might awe the 
ambitious who fhould be tempted to imitate him; but the majority ftrongly 
infifted on offering Paswan his’ pardon and the reftitution of the property 
confifcated from his father, if he would lay down his arms and difband his 


army. 


When a government refolves to treat’ with a rebellious fubject, it gives: 
the meafure of its weaknefs. or of its folly.. From. that time the ambitious 
conceive the boldeft proje&ts,. and flatter themfelves that their enterprifes will 

‘be crowned with fuccefs. Such was the effet thatthe propofals of the 
divan muft have produced on Paswan 3; but this man was too fkilful to irti- 
tate the Porte by a formal refufal, and expofe the fate of his army by too 
precipitate a meafure: befides, he wanted to gain time and amafs riches for the 
fuccefs of his projetts.. He did not,. perhaps, rely fufficiently on the favourable 
difpofitions of all the janizaries of the empire. He contented himlelf, for the 
moment, with demanding that every thing fhould remain at Wupin ou the 
ancient footing, that the new tax fhould not: be eftablifhed there, and that the 
janizaries fhould be maintained in their rights. Sultan Sexim acceded to 
thefe difgraceful conditions, and fent to Wiprn a pacha provided with a 
firman to that effeét. The pacha was received and inftailed wit the 
cuftomary ceremonies ;. but, too weak to ftruggle againft.a man who had an 


army 
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army at his command, he was unable to obtain any fort of authority. Pas- 


wan preferved his influence and power, and continued, in the name of the 


pacha, to govern.and adminifter the town and the province. 


-PaswaNn was too well acquainted with the wily policy of the PorrE, to 
fall afleep in perfec fecurity: he was perfuaded that it would employ fooner 
or later its ordinary means, fteel or poifon, in order to get rid -of a man 
who might ftill perplex it, who had dared to paralyze its meafures, and who 
exercifed in WiD1w.an illegal authority. He neglected nothing to procure pro- 
tectors and partifans among the great perfonages cf the capital: he conti 
nued -to flatter the people and to make them hope for reforms ufeful and ar. 
dently wifhed for, and anxious to obtain, in the prefent circumftances, a le- 
gitimate .power, he warmly folicited the :government of Wip1n, together with 


the dignity of pacha with three tails. 


Although the ‘Porre ‘had betrayed great weaknefs in pardoning a te. 
bellious fubje&, and fubfcribing to the conditions which he had dittated, 
it could never ‘bring itfelf to -grant him the dignity which ‘he requefted, 
and, by that means, contribute to his élevation. It endeavoured to gain time 
waiting for fome fortunate circumftance which might ridit of a man whom 
it confidered as no leis dangerous than culpable. It amufed him as long 
as it could, by promifes which it was its intention never to make good. It 
did not conceal from itfelf that this ambitious man folicited the government of 
‘Wipin only in ‘order to render himfelf afterwards independent, and to 
remove a pacha whofe prefence was iskfome to him, and who might, from 


one moment to another, feize on authority and punifh him for his crimes. 


When Paswan perceived that he had nothing to hope for from the Porre, 
he again raifed the flandard of revolt: he drove away the pacha, and recom- 


menced his incurfions into the neighbouring provinces, 


His 
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His generals, more warlike than. politic, wifhed to prevail on him to take 
poffeffion of WaLLacuia and Mo.pavia, to fortify the principal towns fitu- 
ated on the Danuse,. and thence brave all the efforts of the Ottoman 
Empire... Paswan knew the courts of Vienna and Petrrspurc: he was 
perfuaded that they would favour, that they would even fecond his enter- 
prifes in the interior; but that they would unite, on the contrary, with the 
Porte, to prevent him from eftablifhing himfelf beyond the Danuagz, and. 


forming a ftate independent of thole two principalities, . 


A more extenfive ficld of glory and profperity offered itfelf to Paswan3 
this was to march ftraight to the capital, to feize boldly on the throne, to 
difpofe of the fate of SrLim, to facrifice his enemies to the manes of his father, 
and to his own fafety ; to unite under the fame laws, nations feparated by reli. 
gious fanaticifm, to give to commerce and induftry a new impulfe; to give 
life to agriculture ; to create a formidable navy; in fhort, to fix the govern- 
ment on a folid bafis, by giving it that harmony, that general connexion in. 
which itis defective. 


Had the boldnefs of this man equalled his prudence ; had his mind been 
as active as his genius was fertile; had he had, for attack, the talents which, 
he has difplayed.for defence, it is. not to be doubted that the throne of 
Srtim. would have. pafled into other hands. Already had the janizaries re- 
fufed to march; already did the immenfe number of inhabitants of Con- 
STANTINOPLE held out their arms to him whom they confidered as their 
deliverer, as the defender of their rights: the majority of the great were 
devoted to his interefts, and the people, as is well. known, always feduced by 
the preftiges which furround the great man, fecond his projeGs without in- 
quiry, and promote without miftruft all his enterprifes. 


PAswan 
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Paswan hefitated as to the courfe which he had ‘to follow: the obftacles 
which he confidered appeared to him too great perhaps: he doubted of fuce 
cefs; he refolved to waitin Wipin for all the forces which the Porte chofe 
to employ againft him, perfuaded that the foldier would draw up under his 
colours, or find death at the foot of the walls and in the marfhes with which 


ra 


the town is furrounded. 


In the mean time, the Ports, which could no longer conceal from itfelf the 
danger arifing from this rebel being fupported by public opinion, commanded 
the different pachas of European Turkey, to-colleét all the forces which 
they had at their difpofal, in order to go and fight him, force him in his 
laft entrenchments, feize on his perfon, cut off his head, and fend it to 
ConsTantinopLe. It at the fame time ordered ALLo, pacha or beyler-bey of 
CUTAYED, a diftinguifhed warrior, to come and give battle to Paswan with 
all the forces of his province. “The frontier fortrefles of GeRmMANY were 
provifioned, and intrufted to pachas or governors -on whofe fidelity and 


bravery the government thought that a reliance might be placed. 


Thefe different corps of troops, to the number of forty or fifty thoufand men, 
approached the provinces occupied by the generals of Paswan: they at firft 
obtained fome advantages, among others that of furrounding the divifion 
commanded by SkreKcHot OcLov, of obliging him to enter Varna, of 
cutting him in pieces, and of fending to the Ports the heads of the general 


and of his principal officers. 


This fuccefs, of little importance, was immediately repaired by that which 
the other generals-obtained, on all fides, over the united pachas. BrntcRrape, 
that bulwark of the empire, was threatened; Orsova, Sitistria, Krersova, 
-almoft all the towns fituated on the DANUBE, were foon in the power of Pas. 

. 
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wAN, who, from the heart of Wipin, whence he never iffued, directed the 


march of his warriors, and almoft always fixed victory under his colours. 


What, no doubt, is very deferving of remark, is that Paswawn’s army was 
not weakened by the different battles which it fought: the number of his fol- 
diers increafed according to his wants, while that of the pachas was {till more 
weakened by defertion than by the fword of the enemy. The janizary, as I 
had before mentioned, regarded Paswan’s caufe as his own, and the army 
of the latter, in whofe favour victory declared, better fed and more regularly 


paid, every day attracted to it a great number of malcontents. 


The prince of Wattacui4, compelled to pay a heavy contribution in mo- 
ney, and to furnifh provifions and warlike ftores to Paswan, incurred the 
difgrace of Srtim. He was depofed, recalled to ConsTANTINOPLE, and re- 
placed by KHANGERLI, drogueman to the captain-pacha, an able, intriguing 
man, devoured by ambition, ftrongly fufpected of favouring in fecret the pro- 
jects of the natural enemies of the Ottoman Empire, and of holding out his hand 


to their corrupting gold. 


The Ports, undoubtedly, did not expect that Paswan, abandoned to his 
own ftrength, was in a condition to oppofe an army capable of refifting that 
of the pachas united. It did not imagine above all that he had at his dif 
pofal the gold that was neceflary for him to maintain it. It was fenfibly 
alarmed at his fucceffles, and very uneafy refpecting the fate of BELGRADE, 
of which the rebel feemed to with to make himfelf mafter. It likewife was afraid 
that he would crofs Mount Hamus, and come to eftablifth himfelf at Apria- 
NOPLE, whence he might have molefted the capital. It took the refolution of 
difplaying againft him very confiderable forces, in order to finifh quickly an 
unfortunate war which was threatening the empire with a general overthrow, 
and exhaufting unfeafonably the finances of the State. In Nivofe, year VI. 

VOLs Ts T (1708), 
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(1798), it convoked the principal officers belonging to the janizaries of Con- 
STANTINOPLE,® in order to found them refpecting the intention which.it had 
to march their corps * againft Paswan. ‘The latter appeared not difpofed to: 
fecond the views of the fultan; they reprefented that the foldiers faid loudly 
that they would never make war againft a Muflulman, who had, according 
to them, committed no other fault than that of wifhing to prevent an attack. 
from being made on their rights, and from there being introduced into the 
empire of the true believers, the cultoms of the infidels, enemies of their god: 


and of their prophet. 


At one moment it was thought that the janizary-aga would pay with his head: 
the ill-will of the foldiers; but SzLim contented himfelf with removing him: 
from the capital for a few days, and fending him to Gauiipoui. He came: 
and refumed his fun@ions, when the government were aflured that his re- 
moval could not, in any way, change the peaceable difpofitions of the jani-. 
zaries and of their officers. 


At the fame time an order was difpatched to the pachas and governors of 
the provinces of the empire, for them to furnifh different corps of troops,. 
and caufe them to march on the firft notice that they fhould receive. The grand.° 
yifir, on whom the command of the army had devolved, being old and in-. 
firm, SrLim appointed in his place the captain-pacha, as if the zeal and good- 
will of his High Admiral could, in this cafe, make amends for the knowledge 
and experience which.he wanted. Hussein had never been engaged in war,. 
either by fea or by land; how then could he contend, with advantage,. 
againft a man who had fet at nought the bravery and military talents. of the: 
old generals that he had had to combat. 


* The number. of janizaries in ConstantTinorLe is reckoned to be upwards of fifty thou-. 
fand, % 


it 


It is faid that it was the very enemies of the captain-pacha who caufed him 
to be appointed ferafkier of the army, as well to remove him from the capital, 
as to plan for him an affair of the higheft importance, in which they hoped that he 
would mifcarry. | 


Hussein could not refufe the command of the army without difpleafing 
the fultan, without being taxed with cowardice, without giving a hold to the 
malignity of the public. He hoped befides, if he obtained impofing forces, 
to deftroy eafily a rebel againft whom none but half-meafures had hitherto been 
taken, againft whom none but inconfiderable forces had been employed. As 
artful as his enemies were perfidious, he prefented himfelf to Szxim, prof- 
trated himfelf at his feet, and faid to him: ** Lord, my life is yours; if 
‘¢ you think me capable of leading your land-forces as I have hitherto led thofe 


«¢ of the fea, command: Iam ready to obey you; I will march againft the 


< 


n 


rebel; I will bring you his head, or I will lofe my own; but Paswan’s party 
‘* is numerous and powerful; his creatures, his friends are {pread every 
«¢ where; they will fetter my operations if I am not invefted with great autho. 
rity; they will make my enterprifes mifcarry, if I have not confiderable 
forces and all the money neceflary for infuring the fubfiftence of the army, 
** and for detaching, if it be needful, from the rébel party the generals, to 
“¢ whofe talents and courage Paswan owes the fuccefles which he has obtained 
*¢ againft your arms.” 


Selim granted all the demands of the pacha, and invefted him with great 
power; he gave orders that all the corps of troops, as well of Eurorg as of 
Asta, which could be raifed, fhould join their colours in the early part of the 


{pring ; and nothing was {pared for the fuccefs of this enterprize. 


From that time, the greateft activity was exerted, in the conftruction and 
equipment of fifteen gun-boats, carrying a 24 or an 18 pounder in the bow, 
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and one or two fmall cannons on each fide; they were intended for afcending 
the Danusr in order to fecond by water the attack which was meditated by 
land againft Wipin. Different craft were equipped for the conveyance of 
the artillery and ftores neceflary for the fiege, as well as for the provifions 


for the troops. 


ADRIANOPLE was the general rendezvous of the troops; of the fouthern part 
of Turkey in Evrops and of thofe in Asta. A part of the former filed 
off through ConsTANTINOPLE 3 a part pafled through GaLuipoui. The 


whole army collected was eftimated at one hundred thoufand combatants. 


Husszin, general in chief, had a corps of from twelve to fifteen thou- 
fand Afiatics, and another compofed of feven or eight thoufand men, top- 
chis, galiondgis, and volunteers, raifed in ConsTanTinoPpLe and in the en- 


yirons. 


ALLO, pacha of CuTAyeED, was at the head of thirty thoufand A fiatics, delis, 
{pahis, janizaries, and volunteers. 


Aut, pacha of Yanina in ALBANIA, commanded ten or twelve thoufand 


Albanians and five-or fix thoufand janizaries. 


Mustapua, pacha of Bosnia, had a corps of five or fix thoufand men, 
as well infantry as cavalry. 


IsMAEL, bey of SEREs in Upprr Macevonia, brought five or fix thoufand 


fpahis. 


Orders were alfo given for the marching of detachments taken from Sa- 
LONICA, PHILOPOPOLIS, SOPHIA, and fome other towns of European 


TURKEY, 


Le 
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It was thefe forces, capable of fubduing an empire, that Husszin marched 


to deflroy a rebel, and lay fiege toa revolted town. 


The Turkifh government muft naturally have expected that Paswan, on 
his fide, would neglect nothing for reinforcing his army, and putting it on a 
refpectable footing. They prefumed that he would come and wait for the 
captain-pacha at the defiles of Mount Hemus, in order to difpute with him 
thofe difficult paffes, and attempt to deftroy an army which the firft obftacles 
ught difcourage and put to the rout. They were very much furprifed to 
fee him, on the contrary, difband a great part of his troops, abandon the 
towns of which he had made himfelf mafter, and fhut himfelf in Wipin with 
twelve thoufand chofen men, on whofe fidelity and bravery he could rely. 
He had had time to collect provifions and warlike ftores in a quantity fufh- 
ciently great to fuftain a fiege for upwards of two fucceffive years, without 
putting the inhabitants to too great {traits. He had, befides, a flotilla which 
rendered hin mafter of the courfe‘of the Danuss, and which, in cafe of need, 
was to facilitate the re-victualling of the place. This artillery was under the 


direction of fome Polifh engineers, who alfo drew his plans of defence. 


The imperial army repaired without obftacle to the vicinity of Winn : 
all the corps of troops were aflembled there before the end of Prairial: the 
flotilla and the gun-boats arrived at the fame time; the provifions and mi- 
litary ftores were in great abundance; the captain-pacha was in want of no- 
thing but men capable of directing a fiege, and foldiers better difpofed for 


fupporting the caufe for which they were going to fight. 


After having reconnoitred the environs of the town, after having afligned to 
the different chiefs the pofts which they were to occupy, or having made all 
the difpofitions which he judged neceflary for the fiege, Hussr1n fummoned 
Paswan to-lay down his arms, promifing him his life, liberty, and a dif. 

| tinguifhed 
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tinguifhed rank if he would fpare Muflulman blood. “in vain wilt thou 
‘6 oppofe to me,” faid he to him, “a momentary refiftance; I have a hundred 
« thoufand men with me; a hundred thoufand others would come to their 


“¢ affiftance, were it neceflary: acknowledge thy errors; proftrate thyfelf 


“* before the majefty of the imperial throne, and deliver up to me thy town 


& and thy army.” Paswan received the envoy of the pacha on the moft 
lofty terrace of his palace, whence he was obferving with a glafs the move- 
ments of the enemy; and with that difdain which the idea of the fuperiority 
of one’s firength and talents naturally produces: ‘* Go and teil thy matfter,”’ 
replied he, “that it depended on me to have a hundred thoufand men to op- 


** pofetohim; I preferred conquering him with ten.” 


HusseEin having no hope of being able to bring back PaswaN to his duties, 
refolved to puth the fiege with the greateft vigour: prefently he thought 
himfelf in a condition to make a general attack on the town, and, by this 
means, to make himfelf mafter of an ifland fituated on the Danuse, facing 
Winpwn; but he was every where repulfed with confiderable lofs: the 
town was very well defended ; and the ifland, on which it was of importance 
to eftablifh himfelf, had been fo fortified that all the efforts of the pacha could 
make no impreffion on it: his flotilla was beat off by that of Paswan, by the 
fire of the place, and by the batteries of the ifland. His gun-boats having 
too imprudently expofed themfelves, fuffered confiderably ; fome of them funk 
and the others were no longer ina fituation to fecond in the fequel the different 


attacks which took place. 


The town, almoft entirely furrounded by marfhes, was difficult of ap- 
proach: the works neceflary for the fuccefs of the fiege were ill executed, and 
worfe conceived; forties, .made opportunely, deftroyed them, or retarded 
their progrefs. Already had two general attacks been very unfortunate : a great 
lofs of men had been fuftained in the fruitlefs attempt of the capture of the- 


Ol i ifland ; 
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ifland; the fiege was drawing on to a great length; the feafon was ad- 
vancing ; the army was diminifhing confiderably by ficknefs, by defertion, 
and by the fire of the befieged. All thefe confiderations induced the cap- 
tain-pacha to make a final effort, and employ at once every means that he had 


remaining. 


The army was divided into three corps: ALLo took the command of the firft ; 
Aut, that of the fecond; Hussrin referved to himfelf the third: he ordered 
the firft two to proceed during the night by different roads, to the place affign- 
ed for the attack; but througha miftake, very culpable no doubt, one of the: 
divifions, at the break of day, fired on the other, taking it for an enemy’s 
corps which had fallied fromthe place: the miftake had been perceived while 
the battle was ftill gomg on, becaufe the general who had ftood feveral dif-. 
charges, was fo incenfed with anger, that he ordered the other corps to be 
fired on, as if it had been one belonging tothe enemy. The foldier partook of 
the indignation of the general, and the battle did not end till the third di- 
vifion had advanced, fallen fword in hand on the combatants, and feparated 
them in fpite of themfelves. Difcontent became fo great, mifunderftanding 
was fo general, and defertion fo confiderable, that the captain-pacha thought 
proper to raife the fiege, retire, and wait from time and circumftances for 


that which his arms had not been able to obtain. 


As foon as Hussein had retired, P swaAwn recalled the foldiers that he had 
difbanded ; he a fecond time made himfelf mafter of the places which he had 
evacuated, and again threatened the north of the empire. After various de- 
liberations of the council, the Porte determined to offer the rebel whom 
it could not deftroy, his pardon, the government of Wiprn, and the dignity 
of pacha with three tails; and as, in thefe circumftances, defpctifm required 
a victim, the prince of WaLLacuta was facrificed to the refentment of Hus- 


sEIN, and his bead brought to ConsTANTINOFLE in Ventofe, year VII. (1799.). 
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Pofition and temperature~of Conftantinople.—Confirudlion of the houfes.—Ufe 
of the tandour and of peliffes.-—Lires.—Dogs and vultures. 


Ts Constantinopxe leaves fearcely any thing to be wifhed for as to the na- 
tural beauty of its fituation and that of its environs, the fertility and the va- 
riety of its territory, the extent, the commodioufnefs, and the fafety of its 
harbour, and the facility with which it is fupplied with provifions, it has alfo 
tne advantage of enjoying a very mild temperature, a beautiful fky, and a very 
healthful climate. Situated in the latitude of 41 degrees 1 minute north, the 
heats of fummer are there tempered by a north north-eaft wind which blows 
regularly from the Buack SEA during the day; and the cold, in winter, is 
never exceffive, becaufe this fame wind, the moft cold and moft frequent of 
all, lofes much of its fharpnefs in pafling over almoft the whole length of that 


fea. 


The winds are variable in winter, and blow from all points; but it feldom 
happens that the eafterly wind does not foon veer to the north-eaft, and the 
welterly wind come round to the fouth-weft or fouth. Rains are frequent, 
and the fky is almoft always cloudy in that feafon, from the winds which 
blow from the Buackx Sea, while it is generally ferene from thofe which 
come from the Propontis and the ARcHipeLAco. I have, neverthelefs, 
feen it rain indifferently with northerly and foutherly winds; but, in the 
latter cafe, the clouds are detained and condenfed by a north wind which 
reions over the Brack Sra. It is not uncommon, in winter, to have, for 
fifteen or twenty days fucceflively, with a light foutherly wind, a very beauti- 


~N 


ful fky and a very mild temperature. 


The 
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The north-weft wind blows, in general, only after a heavy rain. The fky 
is clear during its continuance, and the cold is moderate; but it does not 
hold long in. that quarter: it is fometimes the precurfor of the foutherly 


wind, and not unfrequently it fhifts to the north and north-eaft. 


It feldom freezes in open day, and the thermometer fcarcely ever falls, 
during the night, more than two or three degrees below the freezing 
point. There are years when fnow is frequent ; but generally it melts in fall. 
ing, and feldom remains feveral days together, in the environs of the city, 
without melting and difappearing entirely. It is related, howe cr, that the 
cold has been fufficiently fharp to freeze the water at the head of the harbour, 
that the fnow has been feen to fall toa foot in depth, and remain unthawed 
feveral days ; and what is more extraordinary, under ConsTANTINE CoPRos 
NYMUS, the Bospuorus froze to fuch a degree that it was croffed on foot: 
under Arcapius, the BLack Sea remained frozen for twenty days; when 
the ice broke up, pieces of a confiderable fize were fecn floating before Cone 


STANTINOPLE. 


In the foring, the winds are likewife variable and the cold very moderate ; 
the rains are commonly abundant in Germinal and even in Floréal, and the 
heats are not feit till Meffidor. At the end of Pluvidfe, year VI. (1798), 
the buds of the trees expanded rather quickly ; peach and apricot trees 
had been in flower for fome days, and almond-trees already fhewed their 


fruits. 


In Meffidor, the wind fixes at north, and it feldom happens that, during 
the three fummer months, it blows from the fouth quarter. The fky is al- 
ways clear in this feafon, and rains are extremely uncommon. Vegetation is 
kept up by the dews, tolerably copious in fummer, on account of the vicinity 


of the two feas, and becaufe the foil, though uncultivated in feveral places, 
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is, neverthelefs, covered with trees, fhrubs, and plants which contribute to 
the coolnefs and humidity of the nights. At the end of Fruétidor, the 
winds never fail to become again variable, and then it is that the veffels. 
riding in the HELLESPONT prepare to afcend the channel, and to take advan. 
tage of the firft foutherly wind. 


It fometimes happens in Meflidor, and more commonly at the beginning 
and in the middle of Frué€tidor, that the wind blows for two or three days. 
from the fouth quarter, and that the heat is fenfibly felt. On the 7th, 8th, 
and oth of Feudtidor, (24th, 25th, and 26th of Auguft,) I faw Reaumur’s. 
thermometer rife to 27 degrees, while it is generally, during the flrongeft 


heat of the day, only at 23 and 24. 


The autumn is generally very fine: it rains for a few days and repeatedly, 
before and after the equinox, after, which the weather is fine, the fky is clear 
and ferene fora fortnight, a month, and even more, and the colds do not 
begin to be felt till Nivofe. Torr has obferved that the foutherly wind, at 
the beginning of the autumn, was fomewhat cold, becaufe it paffed over the 
{now of Mount OLympus. We made the fame remark, and we faw that,, 
even in winter, this wind was conftantly colder the firft day that it blew, 
than the fecond and third; but, in general, this wind fhifts to the fouth 
fouth-welt, and follows the direCtion of the Gulf of Saros, and of the Here 
LESPONT. Itis known by the modern Greeks under the name of Lopos; 
it is always more mild in winter than the foutherly wind, and the fky is ale 


ways more ferene and more clear. 


Tt is not uncommon for the wind to blow from the northern quarter 
over the Bosporus and the Propontis, while it:blows from the fouth 
quarter over the ARcHIPELAGO and the HeLLesrpont. We have frequently 


been witneffes of it during the itay which we made in the DarDANELLEs ; 


15 and 
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and when we returned from Eoypr in Meffidor year Ill. (1795) the 
fouth-weft wind carried us thrice beyond the point of Nacara, and thrice 
we found beyond it the north wind which prevented us from advancing, and 
obliged us to return to our anchorage. The third time we hada great deal 
of difficulty to reach a cove, half a league from a village called Gazara, 
where we remained for three days. 


It is in this part of the HetLespont comprifed between the point of Na- 
Gara and Gauuipou1, that the fouth wind, on the one fide, and the north 
wind, on the other, fometimes meet and ceafe to blow: there is not a feae 
man who muft not have made this remark, and have feen feveral times, in 


winter, the fky foggy or fltormy towards the Buacx Sea, while it was 
& 
ferene towards the ARCHIFELAGO. 


At the end of Nivéfe and in Pluvidfe, the north wind is fometimes felt 
in the Propontis, and on the ARCHIPELAGO, with fuch violence, that 
veflels which are at fea, run the greateft danger if they do not bear up ime 
mediately and gain a harbour. We were informed that feveral European 
fhips which had failed with fine weather from ConsTANTINoPLE in Nivéle, 
the year before our arrival in the Levant, had been loft in the Sea of 
Marmora, and at the entrance of the channel of the DarpANELLEs, in 
foggy weather, and with a fudden and violent north wind accompanied by 
{now and rain, During the three winter months and in the vernal equi- 
nox, prudent and timid navigators do not fet fail if the weather be not fettled, 
and they generally pafs the night at an anchorage, on the fmalleft equivocal 
fign that they perceive. The Turkifh and Greek mariners fcarcely ever fail, 
during the fix moft dangerous months of the year, to run every night into 
a harbour, and to anchor whenever the wind is too ftrong, when it is cone 
trary, or when the fky threatens a ftorm. 


SS 
te 
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The Brack Sea, by the account of the mariners who.frequent it, is fill 
more ftormy, during the winter, than the Prorontis and the ArcHIPEe 
iaco: the fky then is frequently foggy or covered with clouds, and the har= 
bours there are far from numerous; which is the reafon that the Ori- 
entals, who almoft all navigate without a compafs, dare not expofe them- 
felves there during three or four months of the year, and that the boldeft 
and leaft ignorant among them perifh there fometimes, becaufe, accuftomed 
not to lofe fight of the land, the north, north-eaft or north-weft winds,. 
which blow generally with the greateft ftrength, dafh-their veffels* to pieces 
on the rocks which fkirt the fouth coaft. During the fummer, this fea is as. 
free from forms as the MEDITERRANEAN, and the weather there is commonly 


very fine, 


Notwithftanding the facility which there would be at ConsTANTINOPLE 
to procure ftones, bricks, lime, and every thing that is neceflary for building: 
in ‘a folid and durable manner, the houfes of the rich, like thofe of the 
poor, are conftruGled with wood. The frame, almoft always. of oak, refts. 
on a foundation in mafonry of no great depth: the interftices left by the. 
wood, are filled up by means of earth kneaded with flraw or chopped hemng ;. 
the wail is covered with painted planks, rather ill joined: all the floors. are of 
wood, and the roofs are made with hollow tiles, difpofed as they are feen in. 
the South of France. ‘The public edifices alone, fuch as the baths, the ca= 


savanfaries, and the befefteins are built in mafonry in a very folid manner. 


As for the mofques, conitru€ted on the model of the ancient Greek churches,. 
the greater part are of a tolerably handfome form. The pillars of marble,, 
alabafter, granite, and porphyry are placed with much more tafte than is ge- 


nerally difplayed by the Turks. The minarets by which they are fur- 


* 'Thefe veffels, called faiques, are conftruéted in fucha manner as not to be able to keep the 
fea when the wind is too flrong. They are obliged to prefent their flern to the wind, and gain 


@ harbour. 
mounted, 
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mounted, to the number of one, two, four ‘or fix, have an effect very pice 


turefque and very agreeable to the eye. 


In a great part of the empire, efpecially in the countries where the rains 
are uncomnion and the heat exceflive, all the houfes have, in lieu of a ridged 
roof, terraces or flat roofs on which the mhabitants fleep in fummer: but 
this cuftom is not introduced at CeNsTANTINOPLE, where the heats are 


temperate, and the nights cool and damp. , 


If we except the palaces of the ambaffadors and a fet merchants’ houfes, 
the inhabitants of ConsranTinorLe have no chimnies in the apartments: 
which they occupy: they warm themfelves by means of a brafier in copper 
or baked earth, called manga/, which they place within reach of their fofas: 
but in the houfes of fome Muffulmans, and in almoft all thofe of the Greeks 
and Armenians, this brafier is placed under a round or fquare table, 
covered with feveral carpets, one of which, wadded and quilted, in printed 
calico, hangs down to the floor in every direction, and retains the heat 
under the table: in this cafe a little charcoal is put into the brafier, and it 
is covered with afhes, in order to temper the heat. A ftuffed bench, placed 
all round, allows feveral perfons to fit down, to ftretch out their legs towards 
the mangal, and to receive the heat up to their middle. This table, called 
zandour, appears to have a Greek origin, if we confider that its ufe is more 
common among the Greeks than among the Turks, and that it is no longer 


to be found in the interior of Asta Minor, where the colds are more fharp. 


and more piercing than at CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Whenever it is a little cold, the women feldom quit their tandour, there 
it is that they pafs their day, that they work, that they receive their female. 
friends, that they caufe their meals to. be ferved up. In the evening, it is 


OR 
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on the tandour that they play at cards*, at chefs, or at draughts. It is 
round the tandour that they aflembie to carry on converfation, communicate 
the news to each other, liften to fome tragical ftory, fome tale of a ghoft, 


or the prowels cf fome pacha in rebellion againft the Porvs. 


‘The Europeans willingly habituate themfelves to this cuftom, becaufe it 
brings the two fexes together, and becanfe the {trict eye of a motlier, or: the 
jealous looks of a hufband, cannot remark the figns of intelligence nor pre- 
vent the expreflive touches which the tandour favours. If ever the ufe of 
chimnies could be introduced at ConsTANTINOPLE, we are perfuaded that 
the Greek women would oppofe it with all their might; and certainly they 
would find in their perfuafive eloquence, good reafons in favour of the gentle, 


moderate, and more economical heat of the tandour. 


tn a city where the houfes are cf wood and iil built, where the windows 
are numerous and badly fhut, where the wind and exterior air come into 
every room, not only through the doors and windows, but through the walls 
and partitions, neither the mangal nor the tandour could fufficiently fecure 
the inhabitants from the cold: they require to be warmly clothed: Russia 
and Ponanp afforded them the warmefi clothing that man can wear, and the 
cuftom of furs was adopted by the inhabitants of the capital, whence it fpread 
in a moment over the moft diftant provinces. The pelifie is become every 
where the aliment of luxury, the indication of opulence, the reward of fervices, 
a prefling want to all. In countries where the cold is never felt, as in Keyvpr 
and ArABra, as well as in the moft northern cities of Turkey, fuch ag 
ConSTANTINOPLE, ADRIANOPLE, and BeLtcrapeg, this cuftom is general, 
not only among tich perfons and thofe who enjoy a moderate fortune, but 
likewife among the indigent. 


* Cards are known only to the Greeks and Armenians who frequent the Europeans. 


The 
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Therich man wears at the fame time two or three furs during the winter ; 
he changes them in all feafons, and, during the fummer, heis fill feen drefled 
in the ferge of Ancora, lined with pest gris, or gray {quirrel-fkin. If the inha- 
bitant of the country-places cannot procure a fine and foreign fkin, he at leaft 
ufes thofe which fallin his way: the hare, the jackal, the lamb, the theep, 
all are acceptable to him; he fecures himfelf from the cold, and he imi- 


tates the inhabitants of the cities.. 


The women have likewife furs of all feafons: the black fox, the fable for 
winter, the gray {quirrel for autumn and fpring, the ermine for fummer: the 
greater part have in their clofets ten or twelve furred gowns, the deareft 


ef which fometimes exceeds fifteen. or twenty thoufand livres. 


It is not furprifing that fires fhould be frequent in ConsTANTINOPLE,, 
when there is continually-fire, during the winter, on wood-floors, within reach 
of fofas, mats, and carpets. The fmalleft negligence, children playing, or 
a few {parks to which no attention has been paid, frequently fet on fire thofe 
combuttible fubftances; and thould a perfon then happen to be afieep or ab+ 
fent from his houfe, the fire communicates by degrees from the furniture to 
the floor; if it be long before it is perceived, it foon breaks out with vioa 
lence, fpreads with rapidity, gains the neighbouring houfes, and fometimes 
even confumes a confiderable portion of the city.. From the palace of the 
ambaflador and from the elevated places of Pera, we were, more than once, 
witneffles of the violence of fire, of the quicknefs with which it fpread, and 


of the terrible effect which it produced. 


This fight, beautiful and awful as it is, ftrikes with horror the man of 
feeling who wifhes to contemplate it, becaufe it prefents the image of unfortu- 
nate beings who, in thofe frightful moments, are ftruggling with death 5 
of thofe who, feized with terror, are endeavouring to efcape with their 


valuable 
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valuable effects; of thofe, in fhort, who are ftriving, in the midft of the 


flames, to carry off children or old men that aredear tothem. 


When a fire breaks out, whether by day, or by night, all the inhabitants of 
the city are foon warned to have an eye to their own fafety, or to give affift- 
ance to the unfortunate perfons concerning whom they take an intereft. 
‘The guard of every quarter parades the ftreets, trailing on the pavement 
flicks fhod with iron, and crying from time to time in a melancholy and 
mournful voice: “ There's a fre!’? Two enormous drums, placed the one 
on a lotty tower about the middle of ConstanTINoPLE, and the other on 
that of Gaara, likewife apprize the inhabitants of a fire having broken 
out. In thefe circumflances, it isthe duty of the commander of the janizaries 
to run inmediately with a numerous guard to the place where the fire has been 
difcovered : the grand vifir muft alfo repair thither in perfon, and if the fire be 
not extinguifhed immediately, the fultan ene fails to come, and to caufe 
money to be diftributed in order to excite the pumpers, the porters, the guard, 
and the paflengers, to work with ardour. But when the fire has made fome 
progrefs, and efpecially when it is rendered more adtive by the wind, no hope 
can be entertained of extinguifhing it but by endeavouring to circumfcribe it: 
in order to effect this, the neareft houfes which are {till untouched are de- 
molifhed as quickly as poftible: the materials are removed before the fire has 
reached them, and thofe which cannot be taken away are laid under 
water. 


The damages occafioned by fire ure foon repaired: a few days after the 
conflagration, are feen on all fides houfes rifing fimilar to thofe which the 
fire has confumed: the imperfeétions prefented by narrow fireets, ill laid 
out, are exactly preferved; nor is any change made in the order and diftribution 
of the apartments. The Muffulman comes thither to refume, if he can, his 
former occupations, and live there, as before, without regret and without 


forefight. 
. Among 
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volatile alkali fluor or of ammoniac, which was given every three hours ; 
and at night halfadrachm of diafcordium and as much theriaca. In heu of 
volatile alkali, I adminiftered to fome workmen belonging to the arfenal, 
concerning whom Citizen Brun interefted himfelf, twenty grains of flour of 
fulphur every fix hours, in a glafs of the fame infufion. On the fecond and 
third day, from what I afterwards learnt, the phyfician confiderably increafed 
the dofe, fo much fo that it operated as an emetic and cathartic, and ex- 
cited a copious fweat. The bubo fuppurated very well, and thefe patients 


perfectly recovered. 


It is neceflary to purge from time to time when the diforder is prolonged, and 
the patient begins to grow better, and to keep up his ftrength by meat broths, 
andeven by a light diet more fubftantial. In the beginning, on the con- 
trary, nothing but light rice creams, barley water, or gruel fhould be allow. 
ed; the patient muft be made to take a ptifan of barley and liquorice root, 


to which fhall be added, according to circumftances, alittle nitre. 


The treatment eftablifhed by the people of the country, confifts in giving 
(except to f{erupulous Muffulmans) fpirituous liquors, fuch as brandy, in the 
intention of driving out the venom and provoking the iffue of a bubo. The 
fick perfon is then made to {wallow the urine of one in health, in which the 
juice of two or three lemons has been {queezed. The expreffed juice of parfley 
is alfo given; this laft is regarded by the Jewifh phyficians, as one of the beft 
remedies againft the plague. They alfo prefcribe opiates into the compofition 
of which enters, among various cordials and tonics, mufk, amber, and 
above all animal bezoar. When the bubo appears, they apply to it a plafter 


made with the yolk of an egg, and verdigrife or alum reduced to powder. 


Garlic, onion, vinegar, and particularly brandy, are confidered by the 
Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews, as prefervatives again{t the plague. Mot 
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of them keep in their hands fome labdanum*, an aromatic fubftance which 
heat foftens and renders more odoriferous; they turn it again and again in 
every way between the fingers, and {mell to it from time to time, and efpecially 
when they are in fear of any dangerous emanations. Some, in the fame view, 


carry about them mufk, ambergris, or camphire. 


No one doubts in the Lrvant, that a perfon can have the plague feveral 
times: the opinion of phyficians, on this fubjett, is perfectly conformable to 
that of the public; and Ihave myfelf feen on feveral perfons the fear of two 
or three buboes which had faved them as many times. Obfervation proves 
every day in Turkey, that the plague attacks indifferently him who has 
efcaped it one or more times, and him who has never had it; therefore 
the propofal made by fome phyficians to inoculate that diforder, as we in- 
oculate the {mali-pox, is at leaft ridiculous: it would be far more rational 
to propofe the’ means of caufing it difappear from the Ottoman Empire and 
from BarBARY, as it is made to difappear from the civilized States of 


EUROPE. 


It has frequently been remarked at ConsTaNTINoPLE, that domeltic 
animals were not exempt from the plague. ‘They are, indeed, lefs fufceptible 
than man of being attacked by it, and it is fcarcely but in the years when 
the diforder fhews itfelf with all its intenfenefs, that it makes ravages among 
them. Several intelligent perfons affured me that dogs, in every cafe, efcaped . 
in greater number than man from this difeafe, and that they had, like him, 


buboes the fuppuration of which was more or lefs abundant. 


It would be very important, no doubt, to inquire into the origin of this dif- 


eafe, to obferve the nature of its venom, and to explain why, being fo con- 


* Labdanum is extrafed from a fpecies of rock-rofe, and gathered in Greece, in the Ilands 
of the Archipelago, in Grete, and at Cyprus. 


tagious, 
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tagious, fo quick, and fo terrible, it is not tranfinitted by the air, and can- 
not be communicated without the immediate contact of a fick perfon, or an 
object touched by him. It would be interefting to know what are the ob- 
jects fufceptible or not of tranfimitting this venom, and how long a time it can 
be preferved ; what isthe degree of heat or cold that caufes it to difappear ; 
what are the fubftances which can fecure one from it, and to what degree they 
can dofo. It would refult, perhaps, from thefe inquities, that this virus is an- 
alogous to that of the itch, of fyphilis, of madnefs, and of all the diforders which, 
in man and in animals, are only contagious through immediate contact ; and 
then it might be poffible to find among the preparations of metals and femi- 
metals, if not the {pecific for the plague, at leaft a remedy that might cure it 


in. feveral inftances. 
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GCHAPTER XVE 


Of the ulenaswe-Diference between this body and the minifters of religion-— Tri- 
bunals of juftice.—Of inheritance. 


tx every country on earth, the minifters and interpreters of religion enjoy 
very great privileges; but in none, without doubt, are the advantages which 
they derive from their profeffion fo great as in Turxzy. Here they poflefs 
the moft lucrative employments ; they join judicial to religious power; they 
are at the fame time interpreters of religion and judges of all civil and cri- 
minal affairs; they are fecure from the extortions. of the pachas and great 
men of the empire: they cannot be legally put to death without the con- 
fent of their chief: their property, after their deceafe, paffes as a right to. 
their heirs, without the imperial treafury being able to appropriate it to itfelf, 
They form, in fhort, under the name of wlemas, a corporation, highly confi- 
dered, powerful, and formidable fometimes to the throne itfelf, from their direct- 
ing almoft always public opinion, and from there being, perhaps, no government 
where public opinion is pronounced with fo much ftrength and fuccels as in 
TURKEY. ; 

We muft not, however, confound thefe magiftrates, thefe dogtors of law 
with the imans who ferve the mofques, with the muezins, whofe employment 
is to afcend five times a day to the minaretsin order to fummon the Muffulmans 
to prayers: the latter are not admitted into the auguft body of the wlemas : 
they are turned out of office, or if they voluntarily quit their functions, they 
return into the clafs of fimple private perfons. Subject, like the other Turks, 
to the magiftrate of the place who appoints them on the prefentation that is 


made 
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made to him by the people, the imans are not under the particular infpeétion 
nor under the fafe-guard of the mufti and the mollas. They may certainly be 
confidered as minifters of religion in the mofques, but it is the ulemas who are 


its depofitaries and interpreters. 


The Koran, as is well known, is the civil and criminal code of the Mufful. 
mans, the regulator of the rights and duties of all the citizens: all judgments, 
all fentences, all decifions muft have emanated from this book reputed 
facred, or from the interpretations which commentators have given of it, in 


this prerogative refides exclufively in the hands of the ulemas. 


The following is in a few words the order prefented by this body, the 
moftt refpectable and the beft informed of the Ottoman Empire. 


The mufti or fheik-iflam is the fupreme chief of the religion of Manomet, 
the oracle who is confulted, and who folves all the queftions which are put 
to him: his decifions are called feffas. ‘The fultan has recourfe to him in 
all difficult and intricate cafes, and he’ promulgates no law, makes no declara- 
tion of war, eftablifhes no impoft without having obtained a ‘fetfa. It is the 
mufti who girds on the fuitan’s fword on his acceflion to the throne, at the 
fame time reminding him of the obligation of defending the religion of the 


prophet and of propagating its creed. 


This eminent place might ferve, no doubt, as a counterpoife to the almoft 
abfolute and unlimited authority of the fovereign: it might even frequently pa- 
ralyze it, ifthe latter had not the power of appointing the mufti, of depofing 
him, of banifhing him, and even of putting hiny to death after having de- 
pofed him; and, indeed, it feldom happens that a mufti oppofes the will of 
the fultan and his minifters. His fetfas are forced from him by the with of 
preferving his place and by the fear of death: yet more than once religious 


zeal 
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zeal and probity have induced fome to prefent themfelves to the fultan, and 
to make to him obfervations and remonftrances; fome even, more fanatic 
and more courageous, braving every danger, have refufed to condefcend to 
his wifhes. Hiftory affords various examples of fultans and vifirs killed or 
depofed through the great influence of the muftis on public opinion; but 
it likewife prefents more muftis who have been victims of their zeal for re- 


ligion and of their attachment to the interefts’ of the people. 


The moufti refides at ConsTANTINOPLE and enjoys feveral appanages: he 
is treated with much attention by the fultan; both the great and the people 
thew him the utmoft refpe@, and fubmit blindly to his fetfas. According to 
the eftablifhed order, he muft be chofen from among the kadilefkers of Ro- 
MANIA and thofe who have occupied that employment. Seldom does fa. 
vour there lead to the appointment of a kadilefker of Natoxia, a ftambol- 
effendi, or a imple molla: he remains in place as long as it pleafes the ful- 
tan to keep him there. 

In public ceremonies the mufti and the grand vifir walk on the fame line, 
(the grand vifir on the right, and the mufti on the left. When the latter is 

difgraced, he is not permitted to remain in the capital: the fultan fears the in- 
fluence of a man whom the people are accuftomed to regard as the oracle of 
eligion. He is banifhed to fome ifland of the AxcHiPELAco or to fome 
houfe fituated on the BospHorus, with a prohibition to ftir out of it, to re- 


ceive any of the principal officers of the empire, or to correfpond with them. 


‘The mufti prefents annually a lift to the fultan for the nomination of two 
-kadilefkers, of the ftambol-effendi, of the mollas of Mecca and of Mepina, 
of thofe of Bursa, ApRIANOPLE, Cairo, and Damascus, as well as of 
thofe of JenusALEM, ALEPPO, SMYRNA, Larissa, SALONICA, SCUTARI, Ga- 


BATA, and Arup. It is commonly according to the rank of feniority that 
the 
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the choice is made, when favour does not call thither fome protected perfon 


or the fon of fome great man. 


There are at ConsTANTINOPLE two kadilefkers, that of RoMANIA or of 
Turkey in Euvropz, and that of Narouia or of Turkey in Asta. They 
were formerly the judges of military men, the former for European Turkey, 
and the latter for the Afiatic countries, when the fultan commanded them in 
perfon. The kadilefker of Romania was then charged to decide on the affairs 
of the Muffulmans, and the other on thofe of thetributary fubjects. For fome 
time paft, the former has the pre-eminence over the latter, and determines 
alone all the caufes carried to his tribunal by the iole will and at the requeft of 
the plaintiffs. The tribunal of the kadilefker of Natotra has been a 
long time fuppreffed as ufelefs. They both affift at the divan of the grand 
vifir, hear and difcufs the bufinefs brought before them, after which the 
kadilefker of Romania alone pronounces the fentence. They remain in place 
only a year; but the kadilefker of Narotia generally fucceeds that of 
Romania, and the former has before pafled through the fame rank. They 
appoint all the fimple cadis of the empire; which makes their place, in a 
country where every thing is venal, very lucrative, independently of the ap- 
panages which they poflefs. The kadilefker of Romanra appoints the cadis 
of Turxey in Evropg, and that of Naroura appoints thofe of Asia and 


13 


evr. 


After them comes the ftambol-effendi, molla or judge of the capital. It is he 
who more particularly takes cognizance of all the affairs, of all the law-fuits 
which arife among perfons who exercife the different arts and trades. He 
alfo repairs on the Wednefday of every week to the vifir’s, in order to de- 


termine with the mollas of GaLaTa, ScuTari, and Arjup*, all the affairs 


*® Aurup is one ofthe fuburbs of Confantinople.. 
which 
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which there prefent themfelves. He has feveral_tribunals in different quarters 
of CoNsTANTINOPLE, where he places a naib or lieutenant, to determine 
without appeal like himfelf. 


The ftambol-effendi has the general infpection of the grain and other provi- 
fions which arrive for the fupply of the city. All the veffels laden with grain 
are obliged to come to the landing-place of the general depot of flour, oun- 
capan, where a naib infpects it, fixes the price of it, and diftributes it to the 
bakers: he keeps a regifter of the quantity of corn which arrives, of that 
which is .diftributed, and of the price at which it is delivered. There is likewife 
a naib at the depot of tallow, yac-capan, for the diftribution of that article to 
the corporations. ‘The flambol-effendi muft go from time to time into the 
different quarters of the city, in order to examine the eatables which are 
fold by retail, and to verify whether the weights are every where juft. He 
immediately punifhes with the baflinado thofe who are found with falfe 
weights, or with adulterated commodities, and fometimes he caufes them 


to be nailed by the ear to the door of the fhop. A fecond pea ge is al. 
molt always punithed with death. 


The ftambol-effendi remains in office but one year: he generally pafles to 
that of kadilefker of Natot1a, and is appointed from among the mollas of 


Mecca and Mepina. 


To the imperial mofques of ConsTANTINOPLE, Bursa, and ADRIANo- 
PLE, are attached madreffés or colleges, to which are fent, from all parts 
of the empire, young people to be inftructed in the law of the prophet, in re- 
ligious, civil, and criminal jurlfprudence, and to learn ail the opinions, all 
the fubtleties of the commentators of the Koran. They are made to un- 
dergo various exat minations, and when they are thought fufficiently well in. 


formed, they are given the rank of muderis or profeflor. Thefe colleges were 


founded 


. 
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Among: this ignorant and ferocious people, fire is not unfrequently a 
mode of exprefling their difcontent at the dearnefs of provifions, at the abufe 
of authority, at a denial of juftice, or at the innovations which the go- 
vernment wifhes to introduce: of this, hiftory affords us feveral inftances. 
We fhall alfo relate in another place with fome degree of minutenefs how the 
Turks, at Smyrwa, revenged themfelves for the affaffination of a janizary, 
by carrying fire and fword into the quarter of the Europeans, and mur- 
dering indifcriminately the Greeks, Armenians, and Jews that they. met 
in the ftreets. The fire at Pera, which took place in the year VII. (1799) 
is attributed by thofe who were witnefles of it, to the expedition of the 
French into Ecypt, and fill more to the monftrous alliance of the Porte 


with Russia. 


From the afpeét of that multitude of dogs which are met with in the ftreets 
of the capital, from their exceflive leannefs, and from the hunger which tor- 
ments them, one would be inclined to imagine that, independently of the 
plague, of fires, and of the foldiery that defolate this city, madnefs muft be 
blended to thofe feourges and caufe, in its turn, many ravages among an ime 
provident people: one would be miftaken, for if travellers may be credited, 
the teftimony of the inhabitants, and the opinion of a great number of phyf- 
cians whom I confulted on this fubject, canine madnefs is totally unknown 
inthe East. It appears that this diforder is as foreign to thefe countries, 
as the plague is to the part of Europe which we inhabit; and I do not imagine 
that, in any circumftances, either the one or the other can make its appearance 
fpontaneoufly, whatever may be the ftate of the atmofphere, the quality and 
the quantity of the aliments, and the vicinity of infeed places: a dog muft ne- 
ceffarily be bitten by another dog or by fome other animal afflicted by that 
diforder, for madnefs to break out in him, as a man muft have a communicae 
tion with peftiferous perfons or touch the objects to which they have tranfmitted 
their taint, for him to be attacked by the plague. The fyphilis offers us an 


er x example 
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example more ftriking of the difeafes which cannot be attributed to other caufes. 
than to a contact with perfons infected. But this is not the place to treat 
of canine madnefs: it is fufficient for us to remark that it is unknown in the 
Ottoman Empire, although the various caufes to which phyficians attri- 
bute it, exift in Turxzy almoft all in a degree more eminent than in 


Europe. 


In fact, dogs are there more numerous ; and as they belong to no one, they 
there fuffer more thanin our countries, from hunger and thirft: the climate 
is much hotter than ours, and the cold is fufficiently fharp at ConsTaNTI- 
NOPLE, and ADRIANOPLE, for thofe animals, to whom the entrance of the 
houfes is prohibited, to feel it more, during the night, than thofe of, the 
northern countries of Europe. The former, as is well known, can fecure 
themfelves to a certain degree from the inclemency of the feafons, to which. 
the dogs of Turkey are inceflantly expofed. 

Although the Muffulmans confider dogs as unclean animals, fo much fo 
that they avoid touching them, and prevent them from entering into their 
houfes, yet they fuffer them to breed confiderably in moft towns, becaufe 
they think that their dung is very fit for the drefling and the dyeing of Mo- 
rocco leather : one could not even, if we may believe them, fupply the place of 
this fubftance by another. The advantage which they alfo derive from thofe 
animals, is that they clear the ftreets of the carrion and other filth which the 


inhabitants are incefiantly throwing there.. 


The charity of the Turks in regard to them confifts in giving them fome- 
times bread and what they cannot confume, in diftributing to them daily 
the liver, lights, entrails, and head of the fheep which are killed in the 
flaughter-houfes, becaufe they never make ufe of thofe aliments profcribed 
by their religion, and becaufe the chriftians, following their example, dare 

: not 
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not eat them. Every day are feen in the flreets men carrying on a long 
pole a great number of thefe livers and lights, in order to fell them at one 
"or two fous to the devout and the rich who may be defirous of regaling with 


them the dogs of their neighbourhood. 


There are perfons who caufe to be built, near the door of their houfes, 
huts for the purpofe of lodging bitches and their young: they carry thither 
ftraw, and give them every day bread or meaty It is even faid that fome 
have, on their death-bed, left legacies for the fupport of a certain number 


of thefe animals. 


The police which the dogs exercife among themfelves is very firidt: di- 
vided into packs more or lefs numerous, according to the quantity of fufte- 
nance which a particular part of the town affords, they always frequent the 
fame ftreets, affemble round the flaughter-houfes and places where they find 
food, and if they perceive a dog belonging to another quarter, they fall on 
him, and drive him away, biting him as hard as they can. Ill fed as they 
are, they, undoubtedly, are afraid to fhare a fcanty meal with a new comer. If 
it happen that one of them be driven from his pack, he is generally obliged 
to leave the town and wander about the fields unlefs he be {trong enough to 
difpute with perfeverance a place of refufe, or patient enough to endure for 
a long time the bites and the croffnefs of thofe with which he wifhes to 


affociate. 


Vultures, kites, and moft of the birds of night combine with the dogs to 
clear the city of its filth: the firft mentioned * arrive in the {pring, pafs 
the fummer on the minarets, the mofques, and other elevated places, there 
lay their eggs, and return before the winter into the more fouthern coun- 
tries, fuch as Ecypr, ARaBta, and theinterior of Arrica. During the heat 


* Vultur pernopterus. 
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of the day, they foar to a confiderable height, hover for feveral hours to- 


gether over the town, and at night come to take their fhare of the carrion 
which they have perceived. 


The kite, the great-eared owl, the long-eared owl, the fcops owl, the 
common owl, the fcreech owl, and the reddifh owl make war on the rats 
and mice, which are extremely numerous in a city built of wood, where the 
inhabitants are very neglectful, and where cats are fcarce and often dan- 


gerous, as they may tranfmit the plague from one houfe to another, in the 
feafon of their loves. 


As for the ordure, the inhabitants of ConstranTINoPLE do not commonly 
give themfelves the trouble to have it removed, becaufe they depend in this re- 
fpe& on the rain. This refource is almoft always fufficient in autumn,. win- 
ter, and f{pring, becaufe the city affords every where a declivity fufficiently great 
for the waters to wafh it away and carry it along with them; and when thefe 
means are not fufficient, they throw it into the harbour 3. which forms, on: 
feveral parts of the fhore, confiderable rifings.. 


CHAPTER 
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Cua TER AY. 


Of the plague.—Curative indications. of this difcafe. 


NV tex there neither exifts, near a town, marfhes nor other hotbeds of 
infection ; when the air is inceflantly renewed with facility, and carries off the 
putrid miafmata refulting from a great population; when the waters are 
pure and the aliments of a good quality ; when, in a word, the climate is tem- 
perate, the inhabitants enjoy, in general, good health, and are expofed only 
to the complaints common to human nature. All thefe advantages are united 
at CONSTANTINOPLE, to fuch a degree that we fhould not hefitate to fay that 
this city would be one of the moft healthful in the world, if a terrible ma- 
lady did not there make frequent ravages, and carry off from time to time a part 
of the inhabitants.. In fact, if we except the plague, the caufe of which appears 
forcign to the climate, as we fhall prefently thew, at ConsTANTINOPLE one 
is not expofed to local d¥orders, and f{trangers who arrive in that city have 
not to dread the malignant influence of a dangerous and unwholefome climate. 
But the plague alone takes off more inhabitants than all other diforders to. 
gether caufe to perifh, more than war or navigation caufe to difappear; and if 
this city was not continually repairing, from all points of the empire, the loffes 


which it fuftains, it would fhortly beno more than one vaii folitude.. 


With their ideas of fatalifm, the Turks, perfuaded that man cannot change 


the immetable decrees of the Eternal, confider not only as ufelefs, but even as 


y oe 


criminal the precautions which the Europeans take againft chat deftructive. 


oO 
fcourge, and when death is ftriking them on all Gdes, they dilplay a great tran. 
guillity and an entire refignation. Not one of uiem appears to have am res 


pugnance 
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pugnance to attend the fick who are dear to them; neither could he make 
up his mind to forfake them or give them up, as 1s done by Europeans in moft 
of the fea-ports of the Levant, to hirelings who are accufed of haftening too 


frequently the death of the patient, in order to enjoy fooner his fpoils. 


Under whatever form death prefent itfelf, the fage receives it with ferenity : 
it is not even terrible to the generality of men, except when it is accompanied 
by acute pains, and when every hope of recovery has fled; but the courage 
of the molt ftoical philofopher would, perhaps, be ftaggered, if, {truck by this 
cruel diforder, he were witnefs of the fright which feizes on all thofe whe 
have hada communication with him ; if he found himfelf forfaken, abandoned 
by his neareft relatives, his beft friends; if, in thofe moments of grief and 
agony, he could not fee and embrace a wife, a child, nor dictate to them his 


laft will; if he faw himfelf defcending, as it were yet living, into the grave. 


Affections the moft tender, the clofeft connexions, almoft always among Eu- ~ 
ropeans give way to the fright which this cruel diforder infpires: the wifh of our 
own prefervation breaks ina moment the ties of blood, and ftifles fentiments the 
moft virtuous. On the firft fymptoms of a ferious illnefs, the man fufpetted 
of having the plague is immediately fent to the ho/pice, fituated at the extremity 
of the ftreet of Pera, folely deftined for the treatment of that diforder: there 
a Maronite friar is charged to receive the patients that are fent, and to caufe 


to be adminiftered to them fuch afliftance as his zeal may fugeeft. 


Gratitude is, undoubtedly, due to the man who has devoted himfelf to the 
relief of the infected, who has been able to make up his mind to refide 
among them and pour into their heart the words of confolation; but to his 
good intentions he ought to join the knowledge neceflary for the treatment 
of this diforder, and be able, without expofing himfelf too much, to afford 


every afliftance which the patients claim, and which humanity requires. Un- 


fortunately, 
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fortunately, the attentions of this friar are hitherto confined to caufing to be 
given from a diftance a few light aliments, a few infignificant drinks, and to 
prefenting himfelf at the door of each patient in order to adminifter to him the 


fpiritual fuccour prefcribed by religion.. 


It would, doubtlefs, be eafy by taking fuitable precautions, to eftablifh in this 
hofpice a curative treatment, which might be modified or changed till a fortu- 
nate refult had been attained. We ‘doubt not that this diforder, however 
quick and terrible it may be, may fometimes yield to a treatment directed 
by an able and experienced hand, and that it may, perhaps, be eafy to pres 
ferve one’s felf from its contagious effects by never touching the patient 
or his garments, without immediately dipping one’s hands in water, vinegar, 
or any other liquid; by fumigating his room from time to-time, by making him 
even fleep in the open air when the feafon might permit, by taking, in fhort, the 
precaution of anointing with oil, butter, or greafe, one’s hands and: the parts 


of one’s body the moft expofed to any contact.. 


When one has refided in the Levant and efpecially at ConsTANTINo: 
PLE, one is convinced that, in ordinary times, this diforder is propagated 
but flowly ; few individuals are attacked by it at atime; fome get the better 
of it, and one muft have a more intimate communication, a more immediate 
contact to be afflicted by it, than when it fhews itfelf under an epidemical afpect.: 
m this latter cafe, it fpreads with an aftonifhing rapidity, is communicated with 
the greateft facility, and carries off almoft all thofe who are ftruck by it. The 
moft certain method of guarding againft it, is for a perfon to fhut himfeif 
up in his houfe and no longer hold communication with any one ; for it appears 
demonftrated that the air does not tranfinit the plague; but that it is communi. 
cated and propagated only by the contact of a fick perfon, or by objects 
which he has recently touched; and what mu't leave no doubt on this fubject, 
is that there is no in{tance of the moft deflrutive plague having introduced itfelf 


amon g 
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among the Europeans, when they have infulated themfelves, and dipped in wa- 


ter, vinegar, or perfume, all the articles which they drew from without. 


This obfervation which is daily confirmed by experience, no longer permits 
us to look for the caufe of this difeafe in putrid, malignant, peftilential 
miafmata emanated from fome infetious places, fome flagnant waters, &c. 
full lefs in the periodical inundation of the Ninz, as fome authors, on too 
flight grounds, have advanced. No city is more expofed to the plague than 
CONSTANTINOPLE 3 and, neverthelefs, as we have before obferved, the air 
there is very wholefome, and neither marfhes nor infe€tious places are to be 
feen in the environs. In Ecypr, the Nitze begins to fwell towards the mid- 
dle of Meflidor, and has entirely overflowed its banks at the beginning of 
Fructidor. In Vendémiaire, the lands which the river has inundated are fown: 
this would, undoubtedly, be the period of the fudden appearance of the plague 
if this diforder were occafioned by the putrid exhalations produced by the 
waters remaining on the lands, and yet it is obferved that this difeafe always 
ceafes in Ecyprr in the hotteft feafon of the year, and that it very feldom breaks 
out in autumn, but more frequently in winter and fpring, that is, when the 
waters fpread over the lands have entirely difappeared, and there can no 
longer be dangerous exhalations. What likewife proves that the periodical 
inundations of the Nine have no influence on the plague, is that Ecypr is 


fometimes free from this diforder for feveral years together, 


Yor this difeafe to make its appearance in a town, the germ mutt be brought 
thither from without. Infections marthes, vegetable and animal fubftances in a 
flate of putrefaction, vitiated aliments, and mephitic exhalations will, no 
doubt, fometimes occafion very ferious diforders, and fevers as dangerous 
as the plague; but thofe diforders will ceafe when the caufe which has pro- 
duced them fhall difappear: they will not embrace a vaft extent of ground ; 


they will be circumferibed to the places which gave them birth. 


The 
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The plarue vilits the different countries of the Ottoman Empire, as the fmall- 
pox vilits the different countries of Furopz: like the latter, it neither owes its 
origin to putrid exhalations nor to caules derived from the foil or the climate: 
it exifts in the Levant, as it would foon exift in Europg, if we took no method 
of fecuring ourfelves from it, and it might, undoubtedly, be made to ceale in 
the Ottoman Empire, if the Turks were capable of employing the means 
proper for that purpofe. The plague vifits TurKey, and aah its appear. 
ance more or lefs often in a town, according as commerce and communi- 
cations are more or lefs frequent: thus it 1s almoft always at ConsTawTi- 
NopLE, becaufe this is the city which communicates the moft with all the 
points of the empire. The plague cannot break out in any town of the pro. 
vinces without its being fcon tranfmitted to the capital. Smyrwa is the next 
city where this diforder moft frequently makes ravages, becaufe trade there is 
very brifk, and becaufe the intercourfe of that city with almoft ail thofe of 
Turxey is rather frequent. Eeypr carries on a fomewhat confiderable 
trade with ConsTANTINOPLE; and, indeed, it commonly happens that 
the Turkifh thips or the caravels belonging to the Grand Signior bring the 
plague to ALEXANDRIA, whence it fpreads to Rosetra, Damirrra, and 


.Carro, and thence into all the villages and even into the habitation of the cul- 


hivator. . 


This cruel malady extends into Syria by means of the merchandife 
which Ecyper furnifhes to that country: it comes thither alfo through 
Smyrna and ConsTaNTINOFLE; thence it fometimes reaches Damascus, 
ALEPPO, and MrscroTamia; it is brought into the interior of Asia Minor 
by thecaravans from ConsTANTINOPLE and Suvrna. Turkey in Europe 
is more expofed to the plague than the diftant provinces of Asia, on account 
of its ‘vicinity and the connexions which it has with the capital At Dr. 
ARBEKIR and at Mosu1, this difeafe is known but every fifteen, eighteen, 
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or twenty years; it is much more rare at BacpAr and Bassora, and the 


Perfians are {carcely ever afflied by it.. 


‘This difference is owing,.on the one hand, to thofe towns receiving {carcely. 
any indigenous merchandife from Smyrna and ConsTANTINOPLE, and to 
the peflilential infection having time:to te diflipated ima very long paflage 
acrofs Asta Minor, Mesorotramia, or the defertof Arazia. Befides, it ap- 
pears certain that a cold fomewhat fevere, fuch as is felt in-Asia Minor, ora 
great heat like that of Eeypr, of Svaia or of the defert of Arana, is fufficierst 
for {mothering entirely the germs of this fcourge; and this, no doubt, is the 
reafon that the plague does not make its appearance two years fucceffively in . 
the countries either too cold or too hot, except on the ccaf%s, where it- may-be 
inceflantly kept up by.commercial.communications. 

Tur«ey not furntfhing: any merchandile to Persta, this diforder can be- 
tranfmitted thither only by travelers; but as the germ of this difeaf@is foon 
developed in perfons who have received it, they would’be attacked ‘before: 
they had travelled over a fpace at all confiderable. This is the cafe with 
Bacpar-and Bassora: the interior of Turksy furnifiies very few articles 
of trade to thofe two cities: fome filk ftuffs are brought thither from Danas- 
cus and Aurpro, together with fome European cloths, very little fugar, coe. 
chineal, and indigo, but a great deal of oid copper which paffes into Inpra, 
and metals,as is well known, are little fufceptible of preferving and -tranfmiis 


ting the germs of the plague. . 


What fortunately contributes to retard the progrefs of this malady in the. 
Levant, is that the Turks are in the habit of freighting from preference 
European veflels for the conveyance of their merchandife, and our feamen 
are too well acquainted with the dangers which they have to run not to 

take 
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take every precaution that prudence requires. Befides, commercial {pecula- 
tions are almoft always futpended or relaxed in atown violently afflitted by 


this fcourge. 


* « 


Furs of which the Turks makea creat ufe, contribute moft to the communicae 
tion of the plague, either becaufe the fur in which a man has died, ferves to 
clothe or to adorn his neareft relation, or becaufe it is immediately expofed to 
fale,and purchafers flock from all quarters. It is, befides, proved that this 
merchandife is the moft fufceptible of tranfmitting the plague, and it is com. 
monly from ConsTANTINOPLE that all the chefts of peltry are difpatched 
for the different fea-port towns of the Levant. The merchants of ALEX- 
ANDRIA have remarked that it is through that channel and through the fick 
perfons that are fometimes on board the Turkith fhips arriving from ConsTAN- 
TINOPLE, that this diforder breaks out in their town. It feldom happens 
that it comes thither from Syria, becaufe the commodities which that country 
furnithes to Ecypr through the European veflels, fuch as tobacco and filk, are 
by no means fufceptible of tranfmitting it. Smyxna generally receives it 
from ConsTANTINOPLE, and fometimes from ALEXANDRIA and S.\Lo- 
Nica, through the goods which are brought thither and through the fick 
who are there landed. The greater part of the iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO 
fecure themfelves from it by not permitting accefs to veffels arriving from an 
infeed town. May their example one day enlighten the Turks and make 
them fenfible that man may, to a certain point, keep at a diftance and retard 
the calamities which affli&t him, and that the plague makes ravages among 
them, only becaufe they neglect to take againft it the precantions that are 


taken in Furopr ! 


Next to peltry, cotton and wool are reputed the articles the moft fufceptible 
ef tranfitting this diforder: paper is infinitely dreaded, and is not received 


ya without 
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without reat circumfpection. In general, rough bodies catch the taint much 
more eafily, and preferve it much longer than fmooth ones. On the finalleft 
fufpicion of the plague, the merchants no longer admit the perfons with whom 
they carry on bufinefs, but in rooms from which every article of fluff furni- 
ture has been removed ; they entirely fhut their houfes if the difeafe make an 
alarming progrefs. In the chanceries of the legations, there is a partition 
ere€ted which ftrangers cannot pafs, and no paper is received there that has 
not been fumigated, that is, pafled through the very warm vapour of an are- 


matic fubftance.. 


When the merchants are fhut up, a known purveyor brings daily to their 
houfes the aliments that are befpoke, and depofits them in a great tub full of 
water, placed at the entrance of the houfe. Bread alone is excepted: necelf-~ 
fity, no doubt, has eftablifhed the opinion. that it is not fulceptible of tranfmit-- 
ting the taint of the plague except when it is hot, and that there is nothing to: 
be feared in receiving it cold. itis by means of thefe precautions, incomplete. 
as they are, that the Europeans fecure themfelves always from this- terrible 
diforder; but it is neceflary that they fhould exercife an ative and ftridt vi+- 
gilance in regard to fervants,. that they fhould prevent them from going out 
by ftealth or intreducing any flranger into the houte, 

Tobferved, during the flay that made in the Levant, that if the progrefs: 
of this malady is fometimes extremely rapid, fo much fo that the fick perfon: 
finks under it the fecond or third day, it frequently happens, efpecially at 
CoNSTANTINOPLE and at Smyrna, ‘where the plague is, asit were, ende- 
mical, that it fhews itfelf under an afpect lefs frightful. On certain occa. 
fions, fome patients abandoned to themfelves recover their health by means 
of one or two buboes which fuppurate abundantly. ‘The progrefs of the 
diforder being then flow and uniform, and the fymptoms being well charac. 


terized, 
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terized, it would be eafy to affit efficacioufly thofe infeed perfons, to efta- 
blifh a methodical treatment, and employ for the phyfician and the afliftants 
prefervative means. 

The unction of all the body of a fick perfon with olive-oil has lately been 
made known asa very important difcovery, and fure means of cure. " Un- 
fortunately experience has demonftrated the inutility of this remedy when 
the diforder has broken out: olive-oil cannot prevent the virus introduced into 


the infide of the body from making there its ufual ravages; but it may, as well 


as other oils, butter, and greafe, act as an excellent prefervative, if it be true, 


as every one afferts, that the butter-men, whofe hands and garments are 


almoft always impregnated with that fubftance, are fcarcely ever attacked - 


by the plague. 


It is likewife remarked that the facas or water-carriers ate much lefs expofed 
to this diforder than other fabourimg men, and that thofe who wath the body 
of perfons dead of the plague are not attacked by the difeafe through this ope- 
ration : ice it would follow that greafy bodies oppofe the introduétion - 


of the peftilential venom, and that water carries it off with it. 


Many :perfons are in the habit of keeping open one or more iffues in order 
to preferve themfelves from this difeafe, and, what has been attefted to me by 
a great number of phyficians, a perion is not attacked by the plague during . 


a venereal treatment, in whatever manner mercury be adminiftered, 


It would be very interefting to make, in this refpeét, experiments which « 
might leave no doubt, and which might tranquillize the perfons who fhould 
be willing to attend the fick; for, till the prefent time, almoft all the Eu- 
ropean phyficians have conftantly refufed to give their attendance to fuch - 
patients, notwithfanding the warmeft entreaties and the moft advantageous pro- 


mifes 3 
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smifes; and he to whom the ardent defire of inftruCiing himfelf or the fatis- 
faétion of affifting his fellow-creatures may have diffembled the dangers 
which.refult from the treatment of this diforder, hae foon found himfelf the 
-vidim of his zeal and humanity. People are obliged to have'recourfe to 
Jewiih phyficians who are led by a blind routine, governed by falfe prejudices, 
and incapable of drawing luminous indudtions from the fats of which they 
are every day witnefles. Thefe phyficians, however, take the precaution 
neither to approach the fick perfom, touch any thing in his houfe, nor 


adminifter themfelves the remedies which they prefcribe. 


Though I have not myfelf attended the fick attacked by the plague, though 
Ihave not had it in my power to apply myfelf to the prattice of that ter- 
tible diforder, I have fo frequently had an opportunity of converfing, either 
at CoNSTANTINOPLE, OF in the other partsof the Levant, with Greek and 
Jewifh phyficians, with perfons who have feen and attended patients infected 
with the plague, or had themfelves recovered from this difeafe, that I think 1 
have acquired refpeCing it notions fufficiently corre. On my third journey 
to CONSTANTINOPLE, I caufed a trial to be made, through the means of a 
Jewifh phyfician and of Citizen Brun, naval architect, fome remedies 
which were crowned with fuccefs. I invite thofe who fhall be able to fur- 
mount the fear of danger, and who fhall be willing to renounce all fociety 
during the courfe of their cbfervations, to follow up the experiments which 
I have begun, to modify and change the treatment tll it gives a happy refult. 
Ne place is more fit for fuch obfervations than the hofpice of the Franks or 
that of the Greeks, becaufe the patients are entirely at the difpofal of the phy- 
fician, and the latter might, befides, take with refpect to himfelf every precaus 


tien that he fhould judge proper. 


We have faid that in the towns where the plague is habitual and as it- 


were endemical, it fhewed itfelf with fymptoms lefs ferious than when it 


Was 
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was epidemical; but when fome time has elapfed’ fitice it appeared in’ a 
country, it generally affumes a character of malignity, fo much fo that al- 
molt all the patients who are attacked by it, die at the expiration of two or three 
days, fometimes cf four or five. It announces itfelf by an opprefiion of fpirits, 
and a total Icls of firength, vomiting, frequently a fharp pain in the ftoriach, 
anda pain in the bead more or lefs violent: the fick perfon complains: of an 
inteinal,. infupportabie heat; he does not long preferve his reafon; he foon 
raves, and, by his geitures and his words, he betrays the fright by which his 
mind is feized. ‘Lhe pulle is hard, fearcely feverifh; it afterwards becomes 
intermittent and irregular: the patient generally dies in convulfions before a 
bubo has fhewn any fign of fuppuration, before it has been well-able to make 


its appearance. 


When the difordér manifelts itfelf with this degree of malignity, there 
ean be no hope of recovery. The art of curing in thefe circumftances is al- 
ways of no avail; but one may combat it with advantage and obtain feveral 
cures, either in the decline of the contagion, or in the years when the plague 
proceeds with more flownefs, and fhews itfelf with fymptoms lefs terrible: then 
the oppreffion is-lefs great ;-the vomiting does ret announce itfelf with’a pain 
in. the ftomach fo acute, the pulfe is lefs concentered, and the fever more per- 
ceptible: the patient preferves his reafon for fome time, or if he rave, it is only 
by intervals and. in-a manner lefs tumultuous. The bubo,-in thefe cafes; 
makes its appearance on the firft or fecond day, and quickly tends to fup- 
puration. This plague, which might be called mild, comparatively to ‘the 
other, is, neverthelefs; a diforder alfo very dangerous, . becaufe fearcely ore 


third. of. the. fick recover their health. 


When the bubo is in full fupparation, the fever infenfibly diminifhes, the 
appetite returns, and the patient by degrees recovers his ftrength; but if, 
through any miftake in his- regimen, through any: excels, or through any 


caufe 
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caufe frequently unknown, the fuppuration of the bubo ceafe entirely, or di- 
minifh all at once, the patient dies on the fecond or third day at lateft, with 


another bubo which fearcely fhews itfelf. 


Sweats do not appear till the pulfe is developed, and the diforder affumes 
a favourable afpect; this happens commonly on the fourth or fifth day: they 


-give confiderable relief, and prevent not the fuppuration of the bubo. 


Nature indicates that the plague cannot be cured without the fudden ap- 
pearance and the abundant fuppuration of one or more buboes: all the efforts 
of the phyfician fhould therefore tend to provoke, as quickly as poffible, 
this fuppuraticn, by the application of the aCtual cautery or of a burning 
iron to the place where the buboes begin to fhew themfelves: this method is 
preferable to that of a blifter, becaufe it is more expeditious, and one has not 
to fear the ation of the cantharides, which would not fail to increafe the in- 


ternal heat of which the patient conftantly complains. 


Recourfe muft quickly be had to an emetic in order to clear the ftomach, 
.and to follow likewife the indications which naturally prefent themfelves. 
Vomiting is one of the firft fymptoms of the diforder; it fearcely ever 
fails to take place and to relieve the patient when it is abundant. ‘Tartar 


emetic is that which appeared to me the moft proper and the moft fafe. 


int 


Bleeding cannot be fuitable in any cafe; it jis never employed by the phy- 
ficians of the country; it is even confidered as hurtful; it would diminifh 
the flrength of the patient, and counteraét the eruption and the fuppuration 
of the bubo. 


The day after the emetic, I have prefcribed, with fome fuccefs, an infufion 
of cemomile, at the fame time adding to every half glafs two drops of 


° volatile 
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volatile alkali fluor or of ammoniac, which was given every three hours ; 
and at night half adrachm of diafcordium and as much theriaca. In lieu of 
volatile alkali, I adminiftered to fome workmen belonging to the arfenal, 
concerning whom Citizen Brun interefted himfelf, twenty grains of flour of 
fulphur every fix hours, in a glafs of the fame infufion. On the fecond and 
third day, from what I afterwards learnt, the phyfician confiderably increafed . 
the dofe, fo much fo that it operated as an emetic and cathartic, and ex- 
cited a copious fweat. The bubo fuppurated very well, and thefe patients 


perfectly recovered. 


It is neceflary to purge from time to time when the diforder is prolonged, and 
the patient begins to grow better, and to keep up his ftrength by meat broths, 
and even by a light diet more fubftantial. In the beginning, on the con- 
trary, nothing but light rice creams, barley water, or gruel fhould be allow- 
ed ;.the patient muft be made to take a ptifan of barley and liquorice root, 


to which fhall be added, according to circumftances, a little nitre. 


The treatment eftablifhed by the people of the country, confifts in giving 
(“xcept to ferupulous Muffulmans) {pirituous liquors, fuch as brandy, in the 
intention of driving out the venom and provoking the iffue of a bubo. The 
fick perfon is then made to {wallow the urine of one in health, in which the 
juice of two or three lemons has been fqueezed. The expreffed juice of parfley 
is alfo given; this laft is regarded by the Jewifh phyficians, as one of the belt 
remedies againft the plague. ‘They alfo prefcribe opiates into the compofition 
of which enters, among various ceordials and tonics, mufk, amber, and 
above all animal bezoar. When the bubo appears, they apply to it a plafter 
made with the yolk of an egg, and verdigrife or alum reduced to powder. 


Garlic, onion, vinegar, and particularly brandy, are confidered by the 


Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews, as prefervatives again{t the plague. Moft 
of 
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of them keep in their hands fome labdanum*, an aromatic fubftance which 
heat foftens and renders more odoriferous; they turn it again and again in 
every way between the fingers, and fmell to it from time to time, and efpecially 
when they are in fear of any dangerous emanations. Some, in the fame view, 


carry about them mufk, ambergris, or camphire. 


No one doubts in the Levant, -that a perfon can have the plague feveral 
times: the opinion of phyficians, on this fubject, is perfectly conformable to 
that of the public; and Ihave myfelf feen on feveral’ perfons the fear of two 
or three buboes which had faved them as many times. Obfervation proves 
every day in Turkey, that the plague attacks indifferently him who. has 
efcaped it one or more times, and him who has never had it; therefore 
the propofal made by fome phyficians to inoculate that diforder, as we in- 
oculate the fmall-pox, is at leaft ridiculous: it would be far more rational 
to propofe the means of caufing it difappear from the Ottoman Empire and. 
from BarBARyY, as it is made to difappear from the civilized States of 


Europes. 


It has frequently been remarked’ at ConsTantinopie, that domelt’ 
animals were not exempt from the plague. ‘They are, indeed, lefs fufceptible 
than man of being attacked by it, and it is fcarcely but in the years. when 
the diforder fhews itfelf with all its intenfenefs, that it makes ravages among 
them. Several intelligent perfons afflured me that dogs, in every cafe, efcaped. 
in greater number than man from this difeafe, and that they had, hke him, 


buboes the fuppuration of which was more or lefs abundant.. 


It-would be very important, no doubt, to inquire into the origin of this dif- 


eafe, to obferve the nature of its venom, and to explain why, being fo con- 


* Labdanum is extraGted from a fpecies of rock-rofe, and gathered in Greece, in the Hlands 
of the Archipelago, in Crete, andat Cyprus. 


tagious, 
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tagious, fo quick, and fo terrible, it is not tranfmitted by the air, and can- 
not be communicated without the immediate contact of a fick perfon, or an 
object touched bv him. It would be interefting to know what are the ob- 
jects fufceptible cr not of tranfmitting this venom, and how long a time it can 
be preferved ; what isthe degree of heat or cold that caufes it to difappear ; 
what are the fub{ftances which can fecure one from it, and to what degree they 
can dofo. It would refult, perhaps, from thefe inquiries, that this virus is an- 
alogous to that of the itch, of fyphilis, of madnefs, and of all the diforders which, 
in man and in animals, are only contagious through immediate coniact ; and 
then it might be poflible to find among the preparations of metals and femi- 
metals, if not the fpecific for the plague, at leaft a remedy that might cure it 


in feveral inftances. 
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Cag Al ERO Vv. 
Of the ulemasw—Difference between this body and the minifers of religion-—— Tri- 
bunals of juftice.—Of inheritance. 


Is every country on earth, the miniffers and interpreters of religion enjoy 
very great privileges; but in none, without doubt, are the advantages which 
they derive from their profeffion fo great as in Turxey. Here they poffefs 
the moft lucrative employments ; they join judicial to religious power; they 
are at the fame time interpreters of religion and judges: of all civil and cri- 
minal affairs; they are fecure from the extortions of the pachas and great 
men of the empire: they cannot be legally put to death without the con- 
fent of their chief: their property, after their deceafe, paffes as a right to 
their heirs, without the imperial treafury being able to appropriate it to itfelf 
They form, in fhort, under the name of wlemas, a corporation, highly confi- 
dered, powerful, and formidable fometimes to the throne itfelf, from their direét- 
ing almoft always public opinion, and from there being, perhaps, no government 
where public opinion is pronounced with fo much ftrength and fuccels as in 
TURKEY. : 

We muft not, however, confound thefe magiftrates, thefe doctors of law 
with the imans who ferve the mofques, with the muezins, whofe employment 
is to afcend five times a day to the minarets in order to fummon the Muffulmans 
to prayers: the latter are not admitted into the auguft body of the wlemas : 
they are turned out of office, or if they voluntarily quit their functions, they 
return into the clafs of fimple private perfons. Subject, like the other Turks, 
to the magiftrate of the place who appoints them on the prefentation that is 


made 
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made to him by the people, the imans are not under the particular infpection 
nor under the fafe-guard of the mufti and the mollas. They may certainly be 
confidered as minifters of religion in the mofques, but it is the ulemas who are 


its depofitaries and interpreters. 


The Koran, as is well known, is the civil and criminal code of the Mufful. — 
mans, the regulator of the rights and duties of all the citizens: all judgments, 
all fentences, all decifions muft have emanated from this book reputed 
facred, or from the interpretations which commentators have given of it, in 


this prerogative refides exclufively in the hands of the ulemas. 


The following is in a few words the order prefented by this body, the 
moft refpectable and the beft informed of the Ottoman Empire.. 


The mufti or fheik-iflam is the iupreme chief of the religion of Manomer, 
the oracle who is confulted, and who folves all the queftions which are put 
to him: his decifions are called fetfas. The fultan has recourfe to him in 
all difficult and intricate cafes, and he promulgates no law, makes no declara- 
tion of war, eftablifhes no impoft without having obtained a fetfa. It is the 
mufti who girds on the fultan’s fword on his acceflion to the throne, at the 
fame time reminding him of the obligation ef defending the religion of the 
prophet and of propagating its creed. 

This eminent place might ferve, no doubt, as a counterpoife to the almof 
abfolute and unlimited authority of the fovereign: it might even frequently pa- 
talyze it, if the latter had not the power of appointing the mufti, of depofing 
him, of banifhing him, and even of putting him to death after having de- 
pofed him; and, indeed, it feldom happens that a mufti oppofes the will of 
the fultan and his minifters. His fetfas are forced from him by the with of 
preferving his place and by the fear of death: yet more than once rcligicus 


zeal 
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zeal and probity have induced fome to prefent themfelves to the fultan, and 
to make to him obfervations and remonftrances; fome even, more fanatic 
and more courageous, braving every danger, have refufed to condefcend to 
his wifhes. Hiftory affords various examples of fultans and vifirs killed or 
depofed through the great influence of the muftis on public opinion; but 
it likewife prefents more muftis who have been victims of their zeal for re: 


ligion and of their attachment to the interefts of the people. 


The mufti refides at ConsTaNTINOPLE and enjoys feveral appanages: he 
is treated with much attention by the fultan; both the great and the people 
thew him the utmoft refpe&, and fubmit blindly to his fetfas. According to 
the eftablifhed order, he muft be chofen from among the kadilefkers of Ro- 
MANIA and thofe who have occupied that employment. Seldom does fa. 
vour there lead to the appointment of a kadilefker of Natouia, a ftambol- 
-effendi, or a fimple molla: he remains in place as long as it pleafes the ful- 


tan to keep him there. 


In public ceremonies the mufti and the grand vifir walk on the fame line, 
the grand vifir on the right, and the muiti on the left. When the latter is 
difgraced, he is not permitted to remain in the capital: the fultan fears the in- 
fluence of a man whom the people are accuftomed to regard as the oracle of 
religion. He is banifhed to fome ifland of the ArcHipELaco or to fome 
houfe fituated on the Bospuorus, with a prohibition to ftir out of it, to re- 


ceive any of the principal officers of the empire, or tocorrefpond with them. 


The mufti prefents annually a lift to the fultan for the nomination of two 
kadilefkers, of the fiambol-effendi, of the mollas of Mecca and of Mepina, 
of thofe of Bursa, ApRIANOPLE, Catro, and Damascus, as well as of 
thofe of JenusaLem, Avrpro, Smyrna, Larissa, SALCNICA, SCUTARI, GA- 


Lara, and Aiur. It is commonly according to the rank of feniority that 
the 
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the choice is made, when favour docs not call thither fome protected perfon 


or the fon of fome great man. 


There are at ConsTANTINOPLE two kadilefkers, that of Romania or of 
Turkey in Europe, and that of Naroria or of Turkey in Asta. They 
were formerly the judges of military men, the former for European Turkey, 
and the latter for the Afiatic countries, when the fultan commanded them in 
perfon. The kadilefker of Romania was then charged to decide on the affairs 
of the Mufflulmans, and the other on thofe of thetributary fubjects. For fome 
time paft, the former has the pre-eminence over the latter, and determines 
alone all the caufes carried to his tribunal by the fole will and at the requeft of 
the plaintiff. The tribunal of the kadilefker of Natotta has been a 

long time fuppreffed as ufelefs. They both affift at the divan of the grand 
vifir, hear and difcufs the bufinefs brought before them, after which the 
kadilefker of Romania alone pronounces the fentence. They remain in place 
only a year; but the kadilefker of Natouia generally fucceeds that of 
Romania, and the former has before pafled through the fame rank. They 
appoint all the fimple cadis of the empire ; which makes their place, in a 
country where every thing is venal, very lucrative, independently of the ap- 
panages which they poflefs. The kadilefker of Romania appoints the. cadis 
of Turxey in Europe, and that of Naroutia appoints thofe of Asta and 


EGYPT. 


After them comes the ftambol-effendi, molla or judge of the capital. It is he 
who more particularly takes cognizance of all the affairs, of all the law-fuits 
which arife among perfons who exercife the different arts and trades. He 
alfo repairs on the Wednefday of every week to the vifir’s, in order to de- 


termine with the mollas of GaLatra, ScuTari, and Arjup*, all the.affairs 


*® Arup is one ofthe fuburbs of Con/fantinopl:, 
which 
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which there prefent themfelves. He has feveral tribunals in different quarters 


of ConsTANTINoPLE, where he places a naib or lieutenant, to determine 
without appeal like himfelf. 


Vhe ftambol-effendi has the general infpeétion of the grain and other provi- 
fions which arrive for the fupply of the city. All the veffels laden with grain 
are obliged to come to the landing-place of the general depot of flour, oun- 
capan, where a naib infpedts it, fixes the price of it, and diftributes it to the 
bakers: he keeps a regifter of the quantity of corn which arrives, of that 
which is diftributed, and of the price at which it is delivered. There is likewife 
a naib at the depot of tallow, yac-capan, for the diftribution of that article to 
the corporations. The ftambol-effendi muft go from time to time into the 
different quarters of the city, in order to examine the eatables which are 
fold by retail, and to verify whether the weights are every where juft. He 
immediately punifhes with the baflinado thofe who are found with falfe 
weights, or with adulterated commodities, and fometimes he caufes them 


to be nailed by the ear to the door of the inop. A fecond tranfgreflion is al- 
moft always punifhed with death. 


The ftambol-effendi remains in office but one year: he generally paffes to 
that of kadilefker of Natox1s, and is appointed from among the mollas of 


Mecca and MEDINA. 


To the imperial mofques of ConsTANTINOPLE, Bursa, and ADRIANo- 
PLE, are attached madreffés or colleges, to which are fent, from all parts 
of the empire, young people to be inftructed in the law of the prophet, in re- 
ligious, civil, and criminal jurifprudence, and to learn all the opinions, all 
the fubtleties of the commentators of the Koran. They are made to un- 
dergo various examinations, and when they are thought fufficiently well in. 


formed, they are given the rank of muderis or profeflor. Thefe colleges were 


founded 


; OTFOMAN EMPIRE, &c. La 7 


founded by different fultans. The firft was founded at Nicga, in the 
year 1330, by Orxuan. They enjoy a confiderable revenue, and provide for 


the fupport of two or three thoufand {cholars. 


The muderis who are not willing to follow the career of profeflor and 
obtain the eminent rank of molla, folicit of the kadilefkers a piace of cadi,. 
which is eafily granted to them for a pecuniary facrifice. In the towns the 
leaft important of the empire, there is a fimple cadi, who judges without ap- 
peal all litigious affairs, not only of the Muffulmans, but even thofe of the 
Jews and Chriftians. Frequently a lieutenant, called mai, occupies the place 
of a cadi or of a molla, and judges like them without appeal: the naib is a 
muderis, and runs the career of magiftracy. He is generally appointed 
cadi the following year, and fent to another poft. The cadis remain in this 
rank, and obtain no other advancement than that of a tribunal more extenfive 
and confequently more lucrative. They, neverthelefs, become mollas of an in- 
ferior rank: fuch are thofe of Bacpap, PHiLopopoxis, &c. but they cannot 
become kadilefkers, muftis, &c. unlefs they enter the grand mofque of Sout. 


MAN I. and continue their ftudies. 


The muderis* who intend themfelves for the moft important places, thofe 
of molla, kadilefker, and mufti, pafs, after frefh examinations, to the mofque 
of Suzeraranz or of Souiman J, and wait till their turn, their merit, or their 
intereft procures them an appointment. Eight among them, under the name 
of makhredjé, are appointed every year mollas or judges of the towns of 
JeRusALEM, ALEPPO, SMYRNA, Larissa, SALONICA, ScuTarRi, GALATA, 
and Aijup. Four, among the latter, are afterwards named to the cities of 
Bursa, ADRIANOPLE, Cairo, and Damascus, and the following year two 
of thefe become mollas of Mecca and of Mrepina: from among thefe lalt 
is taken the ftambol-effendi. Thus itis that, fucceflively in their turn, they 


arrive at the places of kadilefker and even of mufti. 
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For a muderis to obtain the favour of paffing to the mofque of Sezzrmanz, 
and run the career.of high magiftracy, he muft be protected or fhew ardent 
zeal for religion, diftinguifhed talents, great application to ftudy, and very 


auftere manners. 


The moilas, the kadilefkers, and others who are not employed, and who 
are waiting their turn to be fo, have appanages or benefices called ar- 
paliks. Several obtain inferior tribunals, where they place naibs who dif 
charge their fun@tions, and to whom they grant only a part of the income. 

Frequently the pachas and great officers of ftate caufe one or more of 
their fons to be received into the body of the ulemas, in order to have it 
in their power to tranfmit to them their property, and by thefe means with- 
draw it from the confifcation which the fultan has a right to make of it 
after their death. In this cafe, they content themfelves with calling 
under their roof profeffors to inftruét their fons, and to make them 
undergo the examinations prefcribed by the law: they get them admit- 
ted as muderis, and, if favour fecond their ambition, they caufe them to 
pafs through all the ranks of mollas, without performing the duties of 
them, and without receiving the income, the place being occupied by ano- 
ther. he fultan, always above the law, creates ulemas at pleafure; which 
is the reafon that, for fome time paft, there have been a great many ignorant 
mollas and cadis. The appointments of fayour have been very prejudicial 
to that body, and have diminifhed the confideration which it enjoyed. It is 
no longer fo formidable to the throne, as it was formerly ; fora fimple pacha 
frequently procures the exile of a cadi who counteracts him or oppofes his will. 
It happens too that when the fultan wihes to put to death an ulema whole zeal 
and courage give him umbrage, he endeavours by feigned careffes, to make 
him accept a pachalik-or any-other employment: then become agent of 


the government, he orders his head to be cut off without any formality. 


In 
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In fome of the provincial towns, are muftis of a rank inferior to that of 
molla, whofe functions confift in interpreting the Koran, and its commenta- 
ries, aflifting at great aflemblies, and giving their opinion on all the queftions 
which are there agitated. Their opinions frequently differ in matters of ju- 
rifprudence, but they are nearly the fame in religious affairs; which 
caufes them all to be confidered as orthodox. They are appointed for life 
by the mufti of the capital, and have fixed falaries. They are not judges of 
the town where they are placed; they are there only as lawyers, They 
are muderis, and as fuch affociated to the body of the ulemas; but they have 
renounced magiftracy, and can obtain no other advancement than that of 


i e avour into a town more confiderable. 
being fent by fi toat re confiderable 


The immediate minifters of religion, as I have befcre mentioned, make no 
part of the body of ulemas: they can, neverthclefs, be admitted into it, 
either by undergoing examinations and getting themfelves received as mu- 
deris, or by obtaining through favour a place of provincial mufti, of cadt, or 
of naib. If, after having occupied with diflinction thefe employments, 
they get themfelves admitted into the body of the muderis, and with to pafs 
to the mofque of SoLiman, they can then arrive at the moft eminent places 
of judicature. The firft rank among them is that of /cheik or preacher, 
whofe function is to preach in the mofques every Friday after the noon 
prayer, and even oftener when there are foundations for that purpofe. 
The fcheiks of the fourteen imperial mofques of ConsTANTINoPLE are the 
moft confidered in the empire, and are appointed by the mufti; thofe of the 


other mofques are named by the magiftrate of the place or of the diftria. 


The khatibs have no other employment than that of difcharging, in imita- 
tion of the prophet and of the firft caliphs, and in the place of the fultan 
who reprefents them, the funéticns of imameth or of the priefthood, at 
the folemn prayer which takes place on the Friday, and of reciting the Ahoutbé 
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or public profelkon refpeéting the unity and the attributes of the Supreme 
Being, accompanied by a prayer for the prefervation and profperity of the ful- 
tan, and for the fuccefs of his arms againft the infidels. They are appointed 
‘by a khaity-fcherif figned by the hand of the fultan. 


“The iman recites in a loud voice, in the mofque, five times a day, ex- 
cept at the folemn Friday’s prayer, the namaz, which the perfons prefent re- 
peat in a low tone; he at the fame time performs tlie ceremonies which ac- 
company that prayer; he afiifts at circumcifion and interments; in a word, 


he difcharges all the funétions which worship requires. 


In the early ages of Mahometanifm, iman fignified and defignated the pontiff 
or the fupreme chief of Hlamifm: the fucceflors of the firft four caliphs took 
only the title of iman-ul-mu/flimin, pontiff of the Muffulmans. The doctors 
and interpreters of the law were afterwards decorated with it, and, for fome 


time paft, it has no longer been given to any but the minifters of religion. 


The functions of muezim are to afcend five times a day to the minaret, 
there to proclaim aloud the profeffion of faith of Manomert, invite the 
Muffulmans to prayer, and fing, on feftivals, different hymns. For that pur- 
pofe, young men, whofe voice is ftrong, clear, and fonorous, are chofen; 
for the Turks take a great pleafure in hearing good finging on the minarets. 
In the little mofques, the muezims fweep and arrange the carpets, light the 
lamps, &c.; but this funtion, in the great ones, is referved for other young 
men called cayims. In the greater part of the villages, and even in fome 
mofques of the towns, whofe revenue is too limited, the iman difcharges at the 
fame time the fun@tions of fcheik, khatib, iman, muezim, and cayim. The 
mofques of the fecond order, called mesjids, have no need of a khatib, becaufe 


they have not the right to celebrate the folemn prayer of Friday. 


In 
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In Turkey, are not known that multitude of counfellors, attornies, clerks, 
‘bailiffs, judges in the firft, fecond, and third inftance, who, in Europe, mul- 
tiply, without end, the expenfes of a trial, and that chicane, thofe fubtieties, 
thofe forms, thofe delays, thofe appeals, which render them interminable : 
neither are there known thofe officious defenders, often worfe than the coun- 
fellors and attornies whofe place they have fupplied among us, and whofe greedy 
cupidity fometimes leaves to the man, too fimple or too fanguine, nothing 


but tears to fled and regret to exprels. 


A mékemé or tribunal of juftice is compofed of a judge moila, cadi, or naib, 
and of one or feveral writers. Almoft all caufes, as well civil as criminal, 
are determined according to the depofition of two or more witneffes. Lvery 
writing is of no value, and is not adiitted in juflice, if it bear not the fig- 
nature or the feal of two perfons known and fettled as houfekeepers. The 
parties prefent themfelves, plead their caufe, which is tried without ap- 
peal, and without any other expenfe than ten per cent. of the fum or the value 
in difpute. The judge ‘appropriates to himfelf a fine more or lefs heavy, 
when there is no queftion of an affair of intereft: and, in order that he may 


not lofe his fees, it is always the gainer of the caufe who pays the cofts. 


In a country where the laws are fimple and by no means numerous, where 
the rights of all are traced in a book underftood to be written by the hand 
of the meffenger of God, trials muft be far from complicated, rather rare, 
and eafy to be avoided. Every one knows the extent of his duties, and the 
limits of his rights. Every one can be his own judge, when he does not give 


way toa vicious inclination, when he is not mifled by difhonefty. 


But it mutt be confeffed that if trials are more rare and jefs expenfive 
chan ‘among us, if the fame day which witnefles the origin of a difpute fees, in 
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amanner, its termination, juftice is not, on that account, better adminiftered > 
the venality of all employments has introduced into every profeflion and into 
every clafs of the inhabitants of this empire, an avidity for gain and fuch a cor- 
ruption, that the finalleft favour, the fmalleft fervice are obtained only by 
prefents. A perfon purchafes the fentence of the judge and the depofition 
of the witnefles, as you purchafe an employment, as you purchafe the 
favour of a man in place. In nocountry on earth are falfe witnefles fo 
common and fo fhamelefs as in Tuxxey, and it feldom happens that a 
cadi ora mollais bold enough to refift the will of a pacha, or the folicitations 
ofa great man, and virtuous enough to difdain the gold which is offered 


them by the pleaders. 


The Muffulmans have fuch a contempt for all thofe who profefs a reli- 
gion different from theirs, that they do not, in general, admit as evidence, 
in affairs which concern them, Jews and Chriftians, in oppofition to Turkith 
witnefles ; or if they admit them fometimes, they have fo little refpeét for 
them, that ten witnefles, among them, are not worth one fingle Muffulman 
witnefs. It is the fame in the affairs which do not regard them: the teftimony 
of a Muffulman cannot, in any cafe, be balanced by that of feveral Jews or 
Chriftians. 


Tourngrorr was miftaken, when he fays that, at ConsTaNTINOPLE, a 
perfon could appeal from the fentence of a cadi: Europeans alone enjoy 
that advantage, when the fum in litigation exceeds 4000 afpres or nearly 
the value of 66 livres, fuppofing the piaftre at 2 livres. In all the towns of 
Turkey, the molla, the cadi, and the fimple naib, judge without appeal: 
they condemn to fines, to corporal punifhments, or to death, without the de- 
linquent or perfon accufed having it in his power to have recourfe to another 
tribunal. 


‘ 


Europeans 
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Europeans have alfo the advantage of paying no more than three per cent. 
in lien of ten, which is paid by all the inhabitants of the country; but 
it may eafily be conceived that a judge, ever ready to receive money from 
one of the parties, cannot bring himfelf to decide a caufe in favour of an 
European, if he do not promife him beforehand the ten per cent. and even 


a prefent calculated on the importance of the trial. 


The merchants are, in general, averfe to carrying their difputes to the capi- 
tal, becaufe they are not willing to go far from the place of their occupations, 
and becaufe they rather frequently miftruft the probity and the zeal of the 
droguemans charged, in that cafe, with prefenting their caufe at the audi- 
ence of the vifir, and with profecuting the trial of it. They prefer making fa- 
crifices which are prejudicial to commerce in general, becaufe the difhoneft 
man who cheats with impunity, very often finds imitators; whence it 
follows that confidence is deftroyed, credit becomes more rare, and the ope- 


rations of trade diminifh, or prefent many more difficulties. 


The formula obferved in all cafes by lawyers, confifts in the ciear and fimple 
expofition of the fact, prefented to the judge by one of his clerks: the anfwer 
which he puts at the bottom in a few words, is only the application of the law. 
The fentence pronounced in a mékemé is called i/am, and the order fignified to 
a perfon to repair to the tribunal, to pay fuch a fum, to go to prifon, &c. is 
called muraffelé. 


The muftis of the provinces frequently affift at the mékemés, and are con- 
fulted in matters purely religious, and in affairs of high importance; but it 


is always the ordinary judge who pronounces the ilam. 


There are divers tribunals in the remote quarters and in the fuburbs 


of CoNsTANTINOPLE, where a naib tries without appeal all the caufes which 


are 
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are prefented. Every one has, neverthelefs, the right to carry his affair 
directly to the ftambol-effendi, molla or judge of CoNSTANTINOPLE, or to 
the kadilefker of Romania: but a great number prefer carrying it to the 
divan of the grand vifir, that is to fay, tothe Ports or to the arzedaff?, that 
is, to the audience-chamber of the grand-vifir, although in thefe laft two 
cafes, it is the kadilefker of Romanta who pronounces the fentence: that of 
NarTouia is prefent without pronouncing ; he is merely confulted in affairs a 


little intricate.. 


What determines people to carry an affair into the two tribunals of the’ 
grand-vifir, is that falfe witnefles dread to come thither, becaufe, being in- 
terrogated in his. prefence, he can fend them to prifon, order them to be cud- 
gelled, and even caufe their hands to be cut off if he perceive that they give 
a falfe evidence; while the judges have not the fame right, but fometimes 
find themfelves compelled to pronounce their fentence according to the de- 
pofition of the witnefles, notwithftanding the conviction which they have 
of their difhonetfty. 


The two kadilefkers affift on Friday only at the divan and the arzodaffé of the. 
grand-vifir. The ftambol-effendi and. the mollas of GaLtata, ScuTart, 
and Arup affift there on Wednefday, and, like the others, fit firft at the 
arzodaflé, and then at the divan. The ftambol-effendi pronounces the 


fentences on that day, as the kadilefker of Romania pronounces them on 
the Friday. 


Every judge, in his. department, caufes to be performed by one of his 
writers the duties of cafam, which confift in prefenting themfelves at the 
houfes of all the deceafed in order to affix feals, make out an inventory of 
the inheritance, and diftribute it to the right heirs, according to the laws,,. or 


according to the intentions of the teftator.. 
When. 
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When a pacha or any other agent of the government dies, his property 
belongs of right to the public treafury, becaufe the law fuppofes that this pro- 
perty arifes from the public money, or from extortions committed on the 
people ; which is almoft always true in Turkey. The fultan fends a capidgi- 
bachi or one of his pages, to recover it; but he never touches the perfonals, 
the jewels, and property which belong to the women. He even rather 
frequently grants a part of the property to the children, as a reward for the 
fervices of the father ; and fometimes he gives up to them the whole, when the 
fucceflion is fcarcely fufficient for their wants. On the death of the reis- 
effendi Rascurp, which happened in the year VI. (1798)a little time before our 
departure from ConsTANTINoPLE, fultan Sexim contented himfelf with tak. 
ing a rich cangear * : he gave up to the family the fum of thirty purles (30,000 
livres or 125ol. flerling) which Rascuip owed to the mint, and made 
them a prefent befides of eighty purfes (80,000 livres or 23341. fterling,) 
through gratitude for the fervices, the zeal, and the talents of that minifter. 


It frequently happens that an arrangement is made, by which the rela- 
tions -of the deceafed keep all the property that he had, for a fum of money 
paid into the public treafury; and often, through this very arrangement, 


the fon fucceeds to the employment of the father. 


When an agent of the government has caufed to be received into the bedy of 
the ulemas one or more of his fons, the property which he has fettled on 
them, the purchafes which he has made in their name, belong to them, 
and the imperial treafury always refpects them. As for the mollas and the 
cadis, as we have before faid, through a prerogative attached to their body, 
all their property is tranfmitted entire to their children or their heirs, what- 


ever may be their profeffion or their rank in fociety. 


* A large knife which the Muffulmans wear in their girdle, the handle of which is n_ifilver, 
gold, ivory, jafper, or coral, enriched with emeralds, rubies, and diamonds. 
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This prerogative, attached to the body of the ulemas, muff neceffarily, in a 
few generations, accumulate immenfe riches in the hands of fome indivi- 
duals, if the fon followed the career of his father, and limited his ambition to 
occupying the eminent, lucrative, and honourable places of magiftracy ; 
but almoft all, in the view of obtaining greater confequence, and more ex- 
tenfive power, difdain the employments of their father, and folicit places of 
minifter and pacha, which they almoft always obtain by means of their 
riches. ‘Then become agents of the government, ali their property returns, 
at their death, into the public treafury, and the children are left at the mercy 
of the fultan. 


A Muffulman or any other fubject, who poffefles no adminiftrative or mi- 
litary place, is mafter of his property, and tranfmits it to his heirs: he may 
difpofe, if he choofes, ofa third of his fortune, when he has children or rela- 


tions, and of the whole when he has none at all. If he die inteftate and 


without natural known heirs, the dcitalmaldgi, or farmer of cafual property, 
caufes a fale to be made of his effects, moveable or immoveable, of which 
the cafam makes a memorandum, and takes pofieflion of their produce in the 


name of the imperial treafury. Should an heir fome time after prefent him- 


felf, who can prove to the mékemé his relationfhip, the dei/almaldgi is obliged 
to reftore the property of the deceafed. There are, for thefe little fucceffions, 


particular farms, united, in the provinces, to the other rights of the pa- 


chas, mutfelims, or walwodes. CoNsTANTINOPLE, on account of its extent, 


has a particular farmer for that object; but if the fucceflion exceed 2500 
piaflres (5coo livres or 2o8l. fterling) the farmer has not the right of ap- 
propriating it to himfelf; it is paid dire€tly into the public treafury. 


There are four cafes in which inheritance cannot take place: thefe are 


when there is, 1. difference of religion: 2. difference of country: 3. flavery : 
4. aflaffination or poifoning. 
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1. A Chriftian, a Jew, or a Muffulman cannot inherit the one from the 
other. A father and his fons, or two brothers, of different religion, cannot 
tranfmit to each other their fucceffions. The Greeks and the Armenians, 


Schifmatic or Roman, being confidered by the law, as Chriftians, cannot fuc- 


ceed tc each other. 


2. By difference of country, is underftood Muffulman country, and coun- 
try not Muflulman. A man charged with a miilion by the government, 
or abfent for affairs of trade, without an intention of expatriating himfelf, 


is not excluded from the right of inheritance. 


3. A flave cannot inherit from his mafter, as long as he is in a ftate of 


flavery.. 


4. A perfon cannot inherit from his parent whom he may have killed 
er poifoned, although he were abfolved of the crime. 
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CH ARa ER AWE. 


Of the pachas, waiwodes, and mutfelims.—Of the beylers-beys, Jangiaks-beys, zaims, 
and timariots —Of the janizaries, fpabis, and other military men.— Limits of 


the power of the fultan and of the pachas: 


Le the judicial power, as well as the religious, refides in the hands of the 
ulemas, the pachas unite the military power with the adminiftrative: they are 
governors, military commanders, and intendants of their provinces; and, 
through an abufe infinitely prejudicial to the interelts of the people, the greater 
part of them hold at the fame time the general farm of the taxes. ‘The 
pacha with three tails is invefted with a very great authority ; he has, like the 
fultan whom he reprefents, the terrible right of punifhing with death all the 
agents that he employs, without any other formality than that of giving an 
account to the fultan of the motives which determined him to this a& of 
juftice, feverity, or rigour. He maintains a military eftablifhment more or lefs 
numerous, according to the pofition and the revenues of the pachalik, and 
marches at the head of the armed force of all his department when he is re- 
quired to do fo by the fovereign, or when the frontier is threatened. He 
fuperintends the afleflment of the taxes, the repairing and the keeping in 
order of public edifices, fortrefles, &c. . 


The pacha with two tails has not a power fo extenfive, nor a department 
fo confiderable: he cannot put any one to death without a legal trial; he 
is, like another, chief of the armed force of his department; but when he 
takes the field, he is obliged to unite his ftandards to thofe of the pacha 


with three tails, and to march under his orders. 


The 
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The mutfelim is a deputy-governor, a lieutenant of the pacha ; he enjoys, in 
his diftrict, all the rights given him by the power of execution: he is chief of 
the armed force; but he is fubject in every thing to the pacha on whom he de- 


pends, and whofe orders he receives. 


The waiwode is governor ofa {mall province, or of a town which, not mak- 
ing part of a pachalik, is fometimes the appanage of a fultana, of the grand 
vifir, of the captain-pacha, or of any other great oficer of the empire. tie 
enjoys all the prerogatives of a pacha with two tails, but he occupies an in- 
ferior rank. When he is required to march at the head of the armed force 
of his department, he joins his colours to thofe of the pacha with three tails. 
Both the one and the other are charged with carrying into execution, in their 


provinces, the fentences pronounced by the judges. 


In the iflands of the ARcuipeLAGo, the Muffulman or Greek fimply charged 
by the Porte with the gathering of the tax and with the police of the place, is 


likewife diftinguifhed by the name of waiwode. 


To the governors of provinces were formerly given indifferently the names 
of pacha and of beyler-bey : the latter at this day is referved for the pachas 
of Manastir and of Curayvé: they have the pre-eminence over the 
other pachas, and generally command the troops which are brought into the 
field. The beyler-bey of Manastir has under his orders the Eu- 
ropean troops, and the beyler-bey of Curavé thofe of Asia. They are, ne- 
verthelefs, fubordinate to the grand-vifir when the latter takes the general: 


command of the armies. 


A pachalik is divided as to the military part, into a certain number of dif- 
tri€ts called /angiaks or fiandards. 'Yhe janizaries, the fpahis, the zaiims, 


and the timiariots of the diftri& are obliged, in cafe of war, to unite under the 


colours 
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colours of the military commander, called /angiak-bey, and to wait for the com- 
mands of the pacha of the province, in order to march againit the enemy, punifh 


fome rebel, or fubdue fome revolted province. 


In proportion as the Turks drove the Greeks from Asia Mryor and Ev. 
RoPE, and eflablifhed themfelves on their territory, they created a fort of feudal 
fy(tem no lefs oppreffive than that from which our anceftors have had fo long 
to fuffer. Malters, according to their cuftoms, of the fortune, of the liberty, 
and of the life of the people that they had conquered, the fultans difpofed at 
their pleafure, after each vi€tory, of the lands which they had juft united 
to their empire: they granted for ever, without quitrent, fome portions cf 
them near the towns and within their walls, to the officers and foldiers whofe 
zeal and bravery they wifhed to reward: they deftined a tolerably great num- 
ber of them to religious worfhip; they referved fome, as an appanage, 
for the great adminiflrative and judicial employments ; they erected others 
into lordfhips, under the names of zaim and timar,to be given for life, as mi 


litary rewards and encouragements. 


Almoft all the rich Greeks were difpoffeffed of their property : moft of the 
opulent men were unmercifully murdered, and their eftates confifeated. Ag 
for the lands divided into finall portions, fume were the prey of the conqueror, 
the oth-rs remained in the hands of their old proprietors, with the power for 
all to tranfmit them to their heirs, to fell them and exchange them; but they 
were opprefled by an annual quitrent ; namely, by a fifth of their produce for 
the rayas or infidels, and by a feventh only for thofe which fell to the Mufful- 


mans. 


Thofe who poffefs a zaim or a timar, are honoured with the title of aga: 
they are bound to a military perfonal fervice, and obliged to bring with them, 


to war, one or more gébélis, horfemen or foot-foldiers, armed and equipped ac. 


5 cording 
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cording to the revenue and extent of the lordfhip. The timar differs in no re- 
{pect from the zaim, except that it is of le’s value, and that the aga who 


pofleffes it, does not arm as many horfemen and foot-foldiers as the other. 


The number of zaims, in Turkry in Europe, is nine hundred and four- 
teen, and that of the timars is eight thoufand three hundred and fifty-fix. 
Nearly the fame number is reckoned in Asta; which furnifhes, with the gé- 
bélis, a militia of upwards of fixty thoufand men better difciplined and more 
inured to war than the fpahis and the janizaries. This militia for a long 
time conftituted the principal force of the Ottoman impire: to this it is 
principally that the firft fultans were indebted for the aftonifhing fuccefs of 
their arms, and the rapid progrefs which they made in a little time in 
Asta, in Europe, and even in Africa, 

On the death of a ziamet or of a timiariot, the fultan is to draw a yeer’s 
revenue from the lordfhip, and, neverthelefs, give ir up again to the fon of an 
aga, a fpahis or any other military man, efpecially to him who, by a brilliant 
action, has diftinguifhed himfelf in a batile; who has mounted the frit to the 
aflault, has penetrated into the enemy’s entrenchments, has killed a great num- 
ber of infidels, or contributed to pur them to the rout. But fince the ful- 
tans prefer to the fatigues of war, to the dangers of battle, the tranquillity 
of their feraglio, and the pleafures of their harem; fince, above all, a mean and 
inconfiderate cupidity has caufed to be put up to auction the places intended 
formerly for valour and merit, the lordfhips are become the patrimony of the 
rich and of intriguers. ‘The courage of the foldier has no longer been ftimu- 
lated by the hope of plunder, that of making prifoners or of obtaining a few 
pieces of money which the general fometimes caufes to be diftributed after the 
battle, to thofe who have brought in enemies’ heads. ‘Thus it is that the 
beft inflitutions degenerate ; thus it is that the Muffulinan formerly intrepid and 
valiant, is no longer any thing buta vile plunderer or a ferocious affaflin ; 


ibas* 
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thus it is that the Ottoman armies, fo formidable to their enemies, are become 
an object of contempt or pity, and that this vaft empire would already no 
longer be in exiftence, were not fome European powers interefled in its 


fuoport. 


The aga at the prefent day obtains, in his life-time, with tolerable facility, 
the grant of the lordfhip which he enjoys, in favour of one or more of his 
fons, for a fum of money inferior to that which is paid when it is put up 
to auction ; but ifhe negleé&t this precaution, at his death his fon is difpoffeffed 
if he do not outbid the competitors, or if, powerfully protetted, he do not at 
leaft pay the price offered by another. . 

Moft of the agas, little accuftomed to the fatigues of war and to the hhc 
tions which it necefiitates, for a long time paft have exempted themfelves, 
under various pretexts, from military fervice: they always find the pachas and 
the fangiaks-beys difpofed to receive a prefent from them, and grant them 
the exemption which they requeft. They frequently get their place fupplied 
by fome volunteer, or if they themfelves join their colours, they never want 
pretexts for quitting them before the end of the cainpaign and returning to 


their home. 


The cultivators are free and independent, in confideration of the quitrent 
to which they are fubje&t ; they may eftablifh whatever culture they think the 
moft fuitable to their interefts, without the aga having a right to moleft them; 
but too frequently the latter abufes his influence, his riches, and above all the 
police which he exercifes in his village. He exacts, with the rod in his hand, 
for particular lands which he poffefies, the gratuitous labour of the culti- 


vators: he caufes provifions, wine excepted *, to be fold to him at the 


* Muffulmans are forbidden to make, drink, or purchafe wine, 


price 
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price which he himfelf determines; he makes the advances of the ka- 
yatch* at an intereft extremely ufurious; in a word, he torments in a thou- 
fand ways the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews of his village; but he 
ts more referved towards the Muffulmans, becaufe the complaints of the 
latter are always more favourably heard, becaufe he would infallibly be removed 
from his office, and even more feverely punifhed, if all the Turks of the 
village, protected or fupported by fome powerful enemy of the aga, rofe at the 


fame time and demanded juftice, 


Throughout the whole-empire there are two forts of organized troops, the 
-one of cavalry, the other of infantry, the {pahis and the janizaries. The former 
are fpread over all the towns, and more particularly in the country-places : 
they are almoft all married and fettled; they exercife different profeflions or 
fometimes apply themfelves to the culture of tne land; they receive a daily 
pay, have their officers, and aflemble at the firft order, armed and equipped, 


under the colours of their diftridt. 


The fpahis are a mere ancient corps than the janizaries: they have more 
pay, and are underftood to be the fons of Muffulmans im a certain degree of 
affluence; they fight under the fame enfigns as the ziamets and the timae 
riots, and ought to fucceed them in the poflefiion of their fiefs, if the regula- 
tions of the firft fultans were more refpected, or the national intereft a little 


more confulted. 


Under the firft fultans, the fpahis formed the principal ftrength of the Ot- 
toman armies. . Almoft always in the field, familiarized to military exercifes, 
hardened to the fatigues of war, ftimulated by intereft, glory, religious fanati- 


cifm, and by the example of the fultan, it is not furprifing that nothing thould 


* Capitation or perfonal impoft to which non-Muflulmans are fubjed, 
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withftand their arms, and that the Greeks, enervated by luxury and riches, 
folely occupied by intrigues and theological queftions, fhould be as foon fubju- 


gated as conqueréd. 


In the reign of Amurart I. a fifth part of all the prifoners was begun to be 
taken for the purpofe of forming a new corps of infantry, under the naine of 
yeniteberi, janizaries, or new militia. The neceffities of the war afterwards 
produced another law which incorporated in this corps a tenth part of the chil- 
’ dren of the Chriftians, and which was in vigour till the reign of AMuRATIV. 
Under that of Sourman J. there were already one hundred and fixty-one 
odas™ of janizaries at Cons'’rANTINOPLE, each of which contained from three 


to five hundred perfons. 


At prefent none but Muffulmans are received into this militia: they are 
fcattered and organized in all the towns. Thofe who infcribe their names in 
it receive a daily pay, and join their colours whenever they are required. 
In the large towns and in the fortrefles, they are divided into chambers 3. 
they are fubject to patroles, to different expeditions, to the guard of gates, 
&cc. The greater part are married, fettled, and exercife different profeffions. 
Thefe renounce all promotion, and generally exempt themfelves, under va- 
rious pretexts, from joining their colours. 


Many rich perfons, in the towns, enlift among the janizaries, in the view 
only of being more effectually proteCted, and of enjoying all the privileges. 
attached to that corps. They receive no pay, and, for a little money, eafily 


exempt themfelves from all military fervice. 
The commandant-general of this troop is called yanizary-aga 5 he refides at 
CONSTANTINOPLE 3 and, although he enjoys great power, and great confider- 


* Oda, chamber, or company. ‘ 


ation, 
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ation, he has a rank inferior to that of pacha. In molt of the towns where 
the pachas with three tails refide, there is likewife a janizary-aga, divifional ge- 
neral of the infantry of the whole province. THe is fubje&t to the pacha, whofe 


orders he receives and executes. 


During feveral reigns, religious fanaticifin, the hope of plunder, and the pre- 
fence of the fovereign rendered the janizaries extremely formidable. They 
flew to arms with joy, and eagernefs, whenever the ftandard of ManometT 
was difplayed, and the quettion was to make war again{t the infidels; but 
fince European tactics have made a progrefs which the ignorance of the Turks 
could not or would not follow, and fince, above all, the bonds of the empire 
are broken or relaxed, the warlike ardour of the janizaries is much 
damped. ‘This corps, formidable for fuch a length of time, is no longer any 
thing but a fhapelefs mals of workmen, fhop-Keepers, farmers, and boatmen, 
without either difcipline or courage, and ever ready to defert or mutiny againft 


their officers. 


For fome time paft there has been formed a corps of infantry of upwards 
of thirty thoufand men, under the name of fopchis or gunners. Scattered 
over the capital and the reft of the empire, they receive a moderate pay, 
and are obliced to join their colours when they receive orders for that 


purpole. 


Independently of the other corps of troops, as weil on foot as on horfeback, 
which are raifed in time of war, or which the pachas keep in their fervice, 
are to be diftinguifhed the /eidfars, a corps of cavalry, lefs numérous and lefs 
{cattered than that of the fpahis, and the dé/is or délibaches *, volunteers on 


horfeback in the fervice of the pachas. ‘Phefe délis are brave, determined, 
* Deli, in Turkifh, fignifies mad, and délibache, mad-beaded, 


Cus enterprifing, 
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enterprifing, and ever ready to execute the orders of their mafter in the ex-- 
peditions which he commands, and in the extortions which he direéts. They. 
follow him to war, perform the office of light troops, and fight without 
order and without difcipline: they flop and bring back to battle the runaways,- 
and frequently precipitate themfelves into the enemy’s ranks, with a bold-- 
nefs which aftonifhes and which fometimes determines the victory in their: 


favour. 


When a pacha is difgraced, or when, from any motive, he difmiffes his déli-- 
baches, as. they are without pay and without refources, they then commit: 
the moft terrible robberies ; they fpread themfelves- over the fields, the vil-- 
lages, and even the towns; they rob: indifcriminately, lay all under contri-- 
bution, and ftop and plunder the caravans, till they are called into the fer- 
vice of fome other pacha, or till fome impofing force has put them to flight 
and difperfed them. 


In the moft defpotic empire, the will of the fovereign is limited, circume- 
fcribed or fettered by laws and cuftoms which he cannot call in queftion 
without danger: fuch is the Ottoman Empire. As fucceflor of the caliphs,. 
the fultan unites in himfelf every power; he is fovereign abfolute, legiflator,. 
pontiff, and fupreme chief of religion: he may create, change, and modify,. 
according to his wifh or his caprice, the laws of the State: he eftablifhes the: 
impofts-and taxes which he judges neceflary: he difpofes at his pleafure 
of the eminent places, adminiftrative and military, religious and judicial of 
the empire: he is mafter of the life and of the fortune of all his officers and 
of all the agents that he keeps in pay; however, he would find infur- 
mountable obftacles if he meddled with the fundamental laws depofited 
in the book of the prophet, and even with moft of thofe which cuftom imme- 
morial has rendered, as it were, as facred as the others. In eftablifhing 
impofts, he takes care not to overburden the people, ever ready. to manifeft 

9. their 
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their indignation, to rife, to demand the head of the vifir, to depofe the ful- 
tan, and prcceed to all forts of excefles. In the appointment of lawyers, 
he generally refpects rank and feniority of fervice, becaufe he would be 
afraid to irritate and ftir up to rebellion the auguift and formidable body of the 
ulemas: in fhort, he neither can legally put to death a fimple individual 
nor ufurp his property, without a previous trial, without a fentence of the 


lawyers. 


It has, neverthelefs, happened more than once that the Grand Signior, the 
vizir, the captain-pacha, the pachas with three tails, have put to death citi- 
zens without trial: but thefe cafes are rare, and are not without danger. The 
hiftory of this people prefents a crowd of examples of fultans aud vifirs killed- 
or depofed for acts of injuftice and extortions, a little too revolting. The come 
plaints of the people have frequently forced the fultan to facrifice to his own 
fafety a miniiter, a favourite, whofe crimes fometimes have been no more 
than a blind fubmiffion- to the wil! of their mafter.. : 

The prefence of the fovereign, a greater’ mafs of knowledge, an immenfe 
population, the divifion of intereft, favour, and power, occafion defpotifm, at 
CoNsTANTINOPLE, not to be fo calamitous, nor fo terrible as in the pros 
vinces, becaufe the fultan watches over his minifters, becaufe the people 
league together and revolt with fuccefs againft their oppreffors, becaufe 
they almoft always find a fupport in the jealoufy,.ambition, or probity of 
fome man in power. But a pacha in his province, at a diftance from the 
looks of his fovereign, mafter of all the armed force, and invelted with powers 
almoft unlimited, feldom finds in the tribunal of juftice, in the aflembly of 
notables, and in the enterprifes of the people, adam fufficiently flrong to con- 
fine him within the limits of his duties. - 


Too 
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Too frequently the pacha, by his courage, his boldnefs, and his interef, 
contrives to filence the judge and the honeft men, to paralyze the good in- 
tentions of the divan, and to make the people whom he opprefics tremble: 
too frequently too the obftacles which the laws wifely oppofe to his ambition, 
and his wickednefs, remain without effect through the connivance of the pre- 
varicating judge, of the divan charged to watch over ihe iaterefts of the people: 
then acts of violence and injuflice no longer have bounds, efpecially if the 
pacha be powerfully fupported by the Porte, and if he have in his fervice a 
great number of délibaches ever ready to execute his orders, and defend him 
in cafe of attack. However, when aéts of injuflice excite an indignation too 
{flrongly marked, the pacha endeavours to appeafeit by difavowing the officer 
executor of his orders, by removing him, and even by putting him to death, 
It is the Chriftians who have always moft to fuffer, becaufe they are not fup- 
ported like the Mufiulmans, and becaufe they find a greater difficulty in tranf 
mitting to the foot of the throne their juft complaints. The Greeks, the Ar- 
menians, and the Jews form between themfelves corporations the chiefs of 
which make a few efforts to put a ftop to the extortions of a governor, to 
caufe him tobe recalled or punifhed; but too frequently their remonftrances 


remain without effect, or tend only to render their fituation {till worfe. 


~ The impunity of the pachas has been fuch for fome time paft, that the greater 
part ofthem have taken the liberty to fet up a powerful military eftablifhment 
which requires confiderable expenfes, far above the legal produce of their 
pachaliks. Extortions have increafed in proportion to the number of perfons 
that they had to maintain; they have, by dint of money, obtained from the 
Porte the junction of all the employments of the province ; they are moubaffils 
or tarmers-general; they have got themfelves confirmed evéry year in their 
places, and fome have ended by acquiring riches fo confiderable, and fuch 
an authority, that the fultan cannot find means to difplace them or put 

them 
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them to death. But this violent flate of things muft neceffarily have a period : 
the inhabitants of the country-places, overburdened with impofts, molefted in 
their fortune, and threatened in their life, imperceptibly forfake the lands 
which can no longer fupport them; they go into the great towns to feek that 
repofe which they have loft in their cottages, and the means of living which 
they no longer find in the culture of their lands. However, the pacha exacts 
the fame contributions, and compels thofe who remain, to pay for thofe who 
have fled: whence it follows, that all,the inhabitants foon difappear, and 
that the village is for ever deferted. There is no part of the empire, at a 
little diftance from the capital, that does not prefent the afpect of the moft 
complete devaftation, that does not exhibit large plains without culture, 
hamlets, and villages deftroyed, and without inhabitants. 

It is not furprifing that the governors of provinces neglect no means of 
{queezing the people, when they are obliged to purchafe dearly that right,. 
when they know that they cannot maintain themfelves in their place, or oce 
cupy others without making new pecuniary facrifices, when, in a word, the 
fovereign fells all the eminent places, and when, after his example, the mini- 
‘ters and the men who difpofe of any employment, give it only to the 
higheft bidder. Through a very old cuftom which miftruft has, no doubt, 
introduced, every important place is granted only for a year: a new firman is 
neceffary for a perfon to be kept init. The pachas above all, whofe exten- 
five power affords the means of ikreening themfelves from the fovereign 
authority, muft be regularly changed every year, and the fultan feldom 
deviates from this cuftom when he has it in his power; but the pacha, on his 
fide, knowing that gold, in Turxery, can abfolve a man from the greateft 
crimes, and caufe the moft revolting extortions and the moft arbitrary con- 
demnations to be forgotten, haftens to amafs it; and if to his criminal 
ambition he join courage, boldnefs, and talents, he obtains with the three 
tails, an eminent pachalik: he then endeavours to maintain himfelf in his poft, 

by 


200 TRAV Ge tise ere 


by preventing, on the one hand, the complaints refpecting his conduét from 
reaching the throne, and, on the other, by performing fcrupuloufly the engage- 
ments which he has contra€ted towards the imperial treafury; but if he fuc- 
ceed, like the pachas of Scurari, Panzstine, Bacpap, and fo many 
-others, in extending his government, and rendering it fufficiently produ€tive 
to have an army, he obliges the fovereign to fpare him, to confirm him 
-every year in his pachalik, and to preferve only the appearance of power. True 
itis that, in that cafe, the fultan employs his two great means, cunning 
and patience; he difpatches fecretly, and under various pretexts, capidgis to 
‘the pacha of whom ‘he wifhes to be rid: if the latter be not fufficiently miftruft- 
ful for preventing any fufpicious man from approaching too near him, he 
receives the mortal blow, and the capidgi inftantly produces the firman of 
the Grand Signior, which all the by-ftanders, in their turn, kifs with refpec, 


and place on their headin token of fubmiflion. 


What delays the ruin of the greater part of the provinces, are the ayames, 
(an Arabic word which fignifies eye,) whofe employment is to watch over 
the fafety and the fortune of individuals, over the good order and the defence 
of atown, to oppofe the unjuft enterprifes of the pachas, the exactions of 
the military, and to concur in the juft affeflment of the taxes. Appointed by 
the people, they are generally men reputed the moft virtuous, who under- 
take this honourable fun@tion: there are feveral of them in the great towns 3 
a fingle one commonly anites feveral villages in the plains. The ayams re- 
ceive no other reward for their zeal and their trouble, than the confideration, 
almoft always merited, which they enjoy, and the fatisfa€tion which an honeft 


man feels when he is ufeful to his fellow-creatures. 


The ayams call to their divan the notables of the town and the lawyers, in 
order to difcufs fubjeéts of a very great intereft, to digeft with them 
the remonftrances to be made to the pacha, and to eftablifh in concert 

the 


OTTCMAN EMPIRE, &c. 201 


the motives of complaint which they judge neceflary to be prefcated a 


to the Por Ts. . . 


What likewife contributes in the towns to the fafety of the individuals 
who are not attached to the military fervice, and who occupy no place ema- 
nating from the government, is that almoft all the Muffulmans, from the 
merchant down to the loweft workman, belong to an organized corporation, 
the chiefs of which are charged to watch over the rights of the community 
and of individuals. If a butcher, a fruiterer, fcr inftance, be attacked by any 
man of weight, the affair is carried to the mckemé or tribunal of jullice. 
The chiefs prefent themfelves to defend the individual opprefled; they re. 
prefent that from fuch a period this man has been fettled in the neighbour. 
hood, that he has always led anexemplary life, that he is a good Muffulman, a 
good father, a good hutband, and they affift at the hearing of the witneffes ; 
if they difcover that the accufed is really guilty, they retire, and give him upto 
the rigour of the laws: if they believe, on the contrary, that he is innocent, 
they defend him with courage, call in, if it be neceflary, the whole corpo- 
ration, and the opprefior is generally obliged to defift from his purfuits. But, 
in the country-places, the pecple havenotthe fame means; they muff, in that 
cafe, have recourfe to the ayams or to the évaya of the village, a fort of mu- 
nicipal officer ele€ted by the people, with whom reft all the affairs of the 
hamlet, all the demands of money, &c.: it is generally the richeft or the 
moft intelligent of the village, who performs gratuitoufly this funtion. 
The greater part of the kiayas are reproached, perhaps with fome reafon, 
with having a fecret underftanding with the pachas, with facilitating their 
extortions, and enriching themfelves almoft always at the expenfe of thofe 


whom they ought to defend and protect. 


The Jews and the Chriftians have alfo organized corporations, whofe chiefs 
frequently bring to a hearing the complaints of the opprefied; but it fb 
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dom happens that the moft unjuft accufation is not terminated by fome fa. 
crifices of money, unlefs the accufed be protected by an European am- 
bafiador or conful, or by fome opulent Turk. Thefe unfortunate beings 
are through the whole empire, the cow which the Muffulmans are eager to 


milk whenever their neceflities require it. 


CHAPTER 


é 
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CHAT ER AVuL 


Of the grand vifir.—-Of the divan of the Porte, and of the members of whom it 
is compofed.—Of the kodjakians and of the vacoufs. 


Vix dignity which is on a footing with that of mufti or of fheik-iflam, but the 
powers of which are much more extenfive, is that of grand vifir or of vifir. 
azem. Being the lieutenant of the fultan, in whofe name he governs and’ 
from whom he holds the feal, invefted with the greateft authority, and 
intrufted with all the power of execution, the vifir may ftrike off the heads 
of perfons receiving falaries who oppofe the progrefs of the government, 
who throw obftacles in the way of its adminiftration, who do not obey its 
orders, or do not execute them according to its pleafure; he commands the 
armies in perfon ; he difpofes of the finances; he names or caufes perfons to 
be named to all the adminiftrative and military employments. Nothing, in 


a word, is foreign to his powers, but the interpretation of the law intrufted 


to the ulemas. 


But the greater the power of the grand vifir, the greater is his refponfibility. 
He is accountable both to the fovereign and to the people, for the aéts of in. 
juftice which he commits, for the unfortunate refult of his adminifiration, for 
the extortions which he does not reprefs; he is accountable, above all, for the 
unexpeéted dearnefs of provifions, for too frequent fires, and for the defeats of 
the armies: all the misfortunes of the State are attributed to him. The fword, 
always fufpended over his head, {trikes him equally whether he difpleafe the 


people, or difoblige the fultan. 


DD2 Secretly 
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Secretly attacked by thofe who are ambitious of his place, by thofe whom he 
has diffatisied, or to whom he has done an ill office, furrounded by fuares, 
and expofed to every fhaft, it is extremely rare for a vifir to grow old in the 
dangerous poft which he occupies, if he pofiefs not the difficult art of making 
the great tremble, of making himfelf beloved by the people, and of rendering 
himfelf necefiary to the fulian. How many might we inflance, whom ‘in- 
trigue has difplaced or cauied to peril, whom tne fultan has facrificed to his 
own fafety! Tlow many vifirs does not hiftory afford us, whofe prefump. 
uous ignorance has occafioned the misfortunes of the State and accelerated 


their own ruin! 


The other minifters, obliged to confer with the grand vifir and to take 
his orders, difburden themfelves on him of all the refponfibility attached to 
their adminiftration, and the counfellors by whom he is furrounded cannot 
faye him when his ruin is refolved on. At liberty to follow or to reject their 
advice, there remain for him neither pretexts nor excufes: it is to him alone 


that the fovereign power is intrufted, it is to him alone to give an account. 


The law and cuftom, as I have faid with regard to the fultan and the Ode 
chas, have put fome fhackles on the right which the vifir has to punifh with 
death all the agents, all the perfons in the pay of the government. Before he 
{trikes off the head of a great perfonage of the empire, he muft have an orm 
der figned by the hand of the fultan; and when a military man is in queftion,, 


he muft obtain the approbation of the commanders. 


In the frequent excurfions which he makes incog. in the city for the pur- 
pofe of having an eye to good order, of informing himfelf of the ftate of the 
articles of food, examining the weights and meafures, and infpecting the 
concuét of the agents appointed for the diftribution of provifions, the vifir, ac- 


companied by a public executioner, and fome officers difguifed like himfelf, 


orders 
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orders delinquents to be apprehended and punifhed on the fpot: he calls out, 
if neceflary, the guard of the quarter; he directs the baftinado to be given 
to the fhopkcepers who vend aliments of bad quality ; he caufes him who is 
found with falfe weights to be nailed by the ear againft the door of the 
fhop; he even punithes with death relapfes or malverfations of too ferious 
a nature. During fires, he orders to be ftruck off the head of the thief 
caught in the very fa&; but, in thofe cafes, the law has pronounced before- 
hand the penalty of death. Charged to liften to the complaints of indivi- 
duals, to caufe juftice to be done to all, the vif cannot, under any pretext, 
difpofe legally of the life and fortune of citizens. It isnot that he does not 
too frequently abufe his authority ; it is not that he does not fometimes 
yield to perfidious advice, that he does not fuffer himfelf to be led away by 
motives of hatred or revenge, that the thir of gold does not impel him to 
arbitrary acts; but woe be to him if his injuftice be too revolting! When 
he too frequently puts himfelf above the laws, the people, in their turn, 
trample him under foot, unlefs the fultan be expeditious in adiminiftering 
juflice. 


oa 
’ 


At the head of the armies, far from the eye of the fovereign, the power of 
the erand vifir is difengaged from the forms which fometimes reftraia him in 
the capital, and it muft be confefled that he has the utmof need of there dif 
playing a very great feverity. The Muffulmans naturally turbulent and 
tious, can be checked only by the fight of punifhments. If the heads of the 
mutineers, ofthe plunderers, and of the affaflins do ‘not fall from time to time, 
fhortly the army no longer exhibits any but fcattered gangs of robbers wha 
devaflate, with the fame avidity, the provinces of the empire and thofe be- 


longing to the enemy. ene 


The kadilefkers or ordinary judges of the army follow it only when the 


fultan commands it in perfon: a molla appointed for that purpofe always 
difcharges 


) 
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difcharges their funions when the vifir has the command. It is the fame 
when it is fubmitted to a pacha; but, inall cafes, death muft immediately fol- 
low the knowledge of the crime, and the fentence of the judge is but a 


fimple formality. 


The grand vifir gives audience to the public on feveral davs of the week; 
“he hears the complaints of the citizens, admits or rejects their petitions, per 
mits them to plead their caufe before the kadilefkers, the ftambol-effendi, and 
the mollas of GaLtata, AijusB, and Scutrari, and to caufe juftice to be ad- 
miniftered to them with fufficient difpatch ; but it is not corre& to fay that he 
renders it himfelf. Unlefs it be an affair of police, or that the petitioners and 
the delinquents be agents of the government, the fentences are pronounced 


by the ordinary judges; the vifir caufes them to be executed as the pachas 


do in the provinces. 


When the grand vifir is obliged to abfent himfelf in order to take the com. 
mand of the army, the fultan appoints for the interim a caimacan or fubftitute 
who difcharges his functions, is invefted with the fame authority, enjoys the 
fame rights, but not the fame revenues; his falary is fixed, and the emolu- 
ments of the place belong to the vifir, to whom the caimacan muft give an 


acccunt of them. It is generally a pacha with three tails who is appointed 


to this eminent place. 


Avery remarkable change has taken place in the government fince SELIM 
Ill. created a new council to which are at this day fubmitted all proje€ts, to 
which are referred all important affairs, and from which emanate all the re- 
folutions and, as it were, all the ats of the government. ‘The refponfibility 
of the vifir muft have diminifhed with his power: the misfortunes of the State, 


the public calamities cannot henceforth be attributed to him; and if the 


firft 
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firft place of the Ottoman Empire continue to be changeable and tottering, 


it will at Jeaft be no longer accompanied by the fame dangers. 


The divan or the council of the grand vifir was formerly compofed of 
} } i 
fix ordinary vifirs or pachas with three tails, whofe reputation for wifdcm 
2 Pp 
and intelligence was not tobe equivocal. The vifir afked their opiuion when 


he thought it neceflary, ‘To this council were lixewile adn 
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the two kadilefkers when the law was to be con/fulted. 


A little time after his acceflion to the throne, Srrim compofed this council 
of twelve perfons the moft diftinguifhed by their‘office. The vifir and the 
miufti are prefidents of it, the one in his quality of lieutenant-general of the 
empire for temporal affairs; the other as vicar of the fultan for the inter- 
pretation and depofitory of the laws. The other ten members are the 
hiaya-bey, the reis-effendi, the tefterdar-effendi, the tchélébi-efindi, the terfana- 


émini, the tchiacux-bachi, two ex-reis-effendi, and two ex-tefterdars effendi. 


The kiaya-bey is, properly fpeaking, the leutenant of the vifir; he 
momentarily difcharges his functions when the latter happens to die. All 
affairs pafs through his hands before they arrive at the vifir, and all-orders 
emanating from the Porte receive their execution through the impulfe of 
the kiaya-bey. He is appointed by the Grand Signior, on the prefeniation 
of the vifir. He is generally involved in the difgrace of his princ’pal, and if 
he do not lofe his head as frequently as he, his fortune, in that cafe, always 
runs the gvreateft rifk. Although he have no military rank, it may be faid 
that he occupies the fecond adminiftrative place in the empire, confidering the 
importance and the multiplicity of his functions. Ifthe fultan be diflatisfied 
with his fervices, he receives, on quitting his office, the dignity of fimple vifir 
or pacha with three tails. It feldom happens that he is given only the two 


tails when he is fent to govern a province. 


The 
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The reis-effendi is, as it were, fecretary of ftate, high chaitcellor of the 
empire, the principal of the gews de plume*, the minifter for foreign affairs. 
He figns all the orders of the Porte, which do not dire€tly concern the 
finances and the military operations; he treats with all the European mi- 
nifters who are at CoNsTANTINOPLE; in a word, every thing that con- 
cerns the foreign powers, and every thing that relates to the interior 
adminiftration, paffes through the channel of the reis effendi ; but he does 


nothing without communicating it to the grand vifir and taking his orders. 


The tefterdar-effendi muft be confidered as the minifter of the finances 3 
he receives the produce refulting from the fale of the great employments, that 
which arifes from the annual renewal of the barats or firmans obtained by the 
zaims, timariots, and others, the produce of the karatch or capitation-tax 
on the Jews and Chriftians; the produce of the farmed domains, that of the 
cuftoms, &c. He hasa great number of offices into which are poured the 
different revenues of the empire, and at which are made the different pay- 
ments ordered by the Porte. ‘There are at the head of each office, a 
great officer, principals and clerks taken from among the kod jakians or gens de 


plume of whom I fhall have occafion to fpeak further on. 


This minifter cannot be confounded with the khafné-veliki, a black eu- 
NUCi, charged with the general adminiftration of the interior imperial trea- 
fure, into which are .poured the produce of the confifcations and inherit. 
ances that ferve for the fupport of the feraglio. The prefents, the effcéts, 
the jewels which are fent by foreign powers, thofe acquired by conqueft, 


the colours, &c. conftitute a part of this treafure. 


* Aswe have not in Exguawp thofe three difinGtions, made in Frayer, of gens cde plume, 
gens @ép.e, and gens de robe, we have deened it more expedient to retain the French term 
than to employ one which might be ambiguous to the reader.—Tran/lator. 


: The 
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The private treafure of the fultan is adminiftered by the khafnadar-aga, one 
“Of the pages of confidence. This treafure, increafed by the favings of the 
greater part of the fultans, is fupported by the profits of the mint and by 


fome confifcations. 


The place of tchélébi-effendi did not exift formerly; it was created 
under the reign of SELIM lil, at the fame time as the tax on wine, eat. 
ables, and moft articles of merchandife, as cotton, wool, &c. The produce 
of this tax, known by the name of zizam-djedit, has been appropriated to 
“the new corps of gunners, bombardiers, matrofles, and fufileers that has 
been formed, to the buildings which have been conftru&ted for them, to the 
foundery of cannon, to the manufactory of mufkets, gun-carriages, &c. The 
tchelcbi-effendi is the receiver-general of this tax, the adminiftrator of thefe 
funds, the infpector-general of thefe eftablifhments, the intendant of the 


buildings. 


Thave faid, in another place, that the terfana-€mini was the minifter of the 


marine. 


The tchiaoux-bachi is fecretary of flate; it is to him that a perfon muft 
‘addrefs himfelf to fee the grand vifir, to be admitted to his divan, to plead at 
his tribunal. He has about him two tefferedjis who receive the meme- 
‘rials, the claims, the petitions of the pleaders and of all thofe who prefent 


themfelves, and who adminifter juftice according to the order of the vifir. 


The captain-pacha and the kiaya of the fultana-validai are called to the ex- 
“traordinary councils; and although thzy are not ordinary members of tlic coun- 
cil, they are confulted, and both have the greateft influence in the delibera- 
tions from the intereft which the former preferves with Sexim, and from 
that which the latter has obtained with the fultana-mother. The latter was born 
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poorin CanpiA. He is faid to bea man. of underftanding and very clever z: 
he poffefles, above all, the art of intrigue,,and joins to his eafy manners, an 


agreeable and prepoffefling perfon. 


SELIM, occupied with ufeful eftablifhments, ameliorations, and changes ne+ 
cefitated by the critical circumfiances in which he found himfelf on his ac- 
ceffion to the throne, could not doubt of the fuccefs of his enterprifes in 
caufing to emanate from a council formed by the moft powerful and the 
moft enlightened men of the empire, all the innovations that he withed to in-. 
troduce, all the beneficent laws that he wifhed to have paffed. Could he fuf-- 
pect, that by rendering arbitrary acts lefs frequent, great executions more 
rare, by diminishing the too abfolute and too tyrannical power of the vifir,. 
by fubmitting to difcuffion all the operations of the government, by promulga- 
ting no law till it had, as it were, received the fanction of his council, guilt 
would become more frequent, ambition more audacious, rebellion more diffi- 
cult to be reprefled, armies of robbers more numerous? Could he imagine, 
in aword, that the influence of foreign powers would be greater, and that it 


would fucceed in ftopping all the falutary meafures that he withed to have 


adopted ? 


This council, unfortunately compofed of members enemies among them- 
felves, jealous of each other, more taken up with themfelves than with the hap- 
pinefs of the State, is very far from having accomplifhed the intentions of 
Sruim. One would be inclined to believe, from feeing it fometimes in 
ination in the midft of dangers, and fometimes in a route contrary to that 
which it ought to follow, that moft of the members, far from feconding the 
defiens of the fultan, labour, on the contrary, to make them mifcarry. Since 
its creation, the flate of affairs is daily becoming worfe; the empire is 
menaced with a total diflolution; the finances are exhaufted; and a rebel al- 
-seady threatens to place a ftranger on the throne. He is waiting, perhaps, 


only 
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only for the moment when the people fhall be prepared for this extraordinary 


event, unexampled in the Turkith annals. 


If, inftead of eftablifhing a council too wavering, ..20 weak, and too eafy 
‘to be corrupted, Szx1im could have intrufted authority to a vifir endowed with 
a rare underftanding, a profound mind, a pure heart, a firm courage, and an 
unfhaken refolution, it is not to be doubted that all his projects would have 
completely fucceeded: the Ottoman Empire would have refumed by degrees 
its rank among the powers of the earth; it would at leaft have emerged from 
that ftate of abjeGtion and nullity in which it has been for feveral reigns : 
the troubles of the interior would not have taken place; the rebellious pa- 
chas would have returned to their duty, and the janizaries the moft mu- 


tinous would have paid with their head the firf’ movement of infurrection 


which they fhould have made. 


It is very difficult to forefee how the.Ottoman Empire will extricate itfelf 
‘from the fatal crifis into which it has been brought. “Will France, fo much 
inclined formerly to fupport it *, prevent the powers, which at this day appear 
to defend its interefts with warmth, from making it foon undergo the fate 


‘of Pontanp, or from taking from it at leaft a part of its dominions ? 


The kodjakians or gens de plume form in the capital a numerous body, in. 
telligent and refpe€ted; this is the profeflion which holds the middle rank 
between the military men and the lawyers, and -which is become fuffi- 


ciently powerful fince the ulemas are rather lefs fo, fince the divan is compofed 


* The political and commercial interefts which fo long united France and the Ottoman 
Empire, have greatly changed jince our cftablifhment in Ecypr, fince above all that colony 
leads us to hope for a more advantageous trade than that which we carried on before, and ene 
-ables us to- flop the pretenfions which EnGuanp makes to the exclufive commerce of the whole 
world, 
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only of gens de plume, and fince fome-among: them obtain fiefs, military 


rank, and governments. 


Almoft all the mini? rs, all the agentsinthe different adminiftrations of the 
capital, the cuftoms, and the mofques; all the principals of offices, all the 
fecretaries, all the clerks, all the fchoolmafters; in a word, all the writers, 
from the fimple 4iatib, who copies books, petitions, or memorials, and him 
who appiies himfelf to writing purely and correétly the language, to the reis- 
effendi who is at the head of them, are all diftinguifhed by the name of 


kodja, and make part of that fort of corporation. 


The art of tranfcribing the national books and efpecially the Koran, 
forms the nurfery of the gens de plume. ‘The number of copyilts of thefe 
books is prodigious in the capital. Young men.who have no fortune, and who 
are defirous of embracing this profeflion, after having learned to read and write 
in the fchools, apply themfelves firft to the copying and felling of books 3 
they afterwards draw up petitions and memorials for thofe who have occafion 
for them. If they difplay intelligence, and acquire information in this trade, 
they facceed in procuring themfelves a place in fome office, and by degrees, | 
with prote€tors, condud, application, and, above all, money, they arrive at 
the firft fituations in the public offices, and at the firft dignities in the 


miniftry. 


The Muffulmans are indebted to the kodjas for a vaft number of works 
held in great eftimation among them, relative to the Arabic and Perfian lan- 
guages, philofophy, morality, Mahometan hiftory, and the geography of their 
provinces ; and it is among them that are generally found the ftatefmen the 
moft intelligent and the moft sua ferving as minilters. 


~ 
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The fear of depriving of thcir profefion this great number of copyifts, the 
oppofition of almoft all the powerful gens de plume, the refuia' of the lawyers 
to fuffer the Koran and the other books of relicion to be printed, and, perhaps 
too, the averfion which the Muffulmans manifeit for the practices and the arts 
of Europeans, are fo many motives which concur in preventing the art of 


printing from being eftablifhed among them ina fubftantial manner. 


The gens de plume are entitled kodjas or effendis. The latter defignates a 
man of a more diftinguifhed rank, him, for mftance, who has arrived at the 
firft places, the firft dignities. This latter title is alfo given to the lawyers, to 
the imans of the mofque. LEfendiis the word which diftinguithes gens de plume 


and lawyers from military officers, to whom are given the appellation of aga and 


bey. 


Favour often grants military fiefs to gens de plume little qualified, in gene- 
ral, for the fatigues of war: minifters and other great perfonages alfo obtain 
fometimes the dignities of pacha with two or three tails, without being fit to 
march at the head of the troops of their provinces. But as in Turkey it is 
confidered rather whether the place be fit for the man than the man for the 
place, no effendi makes it a point of delicacy to folicit thefe important pofts. 
What does it fignify to them to have no military knowledge, provided they 
have a more diftinguifhed rank, a greater authority, and they have it in 
their power to acquire great riches? Neither are they {topped by the con- 
tempt which the foldiers manifeft for them, and by the frequent farcafms in 


which the latter indulge themfelves refpecting them, not unfrequently even 


in their prefence. 


The adminiftration of the pious foundations called vak/s or vacoufs, em- 
ploys a great number of gens de plume, and procures them a fituation far more 


lucrative than honourable. Superftition, religious zeal, and above all the ty- 
rannical 
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-gannical law of confifcations have caufed to be converted into vacoufs a great 
‘part of private property. Without {peaking of thofe vaft domains granted to 
religious worfhip, of thofe villages, fmall towns, and countries, whofe produce is 
appropriated to the mofques, a great number of individuals give up to them 
during their life, or bequeath them after their death, a part or the whole of 
their fortune. But, guided more frequently by motives of intereft than by a 
religious fentiment, they make a donation of their property, for a moderate 
fum which they receive from the mofque, and an annuity which they bind them- 
felves to pay to it. The enjoyment remains with the donee till the ex- 


’ tinction of the heirs at law, inan order defignated by the aét. 


The intention of the founder, in this cafe, has no other object than to put 
under the fafeguard of: religion, hitherto refpected by the fultans, a property 
which itis very eafy for a perfon to preferve and to tranfmit to his children. 
But fooner or later, for the want of heirs, the -vacouf property devolves to the 
mofques. If the law do not put a ftop to thefe donations, or if the govern- 
ment do not one day appropriate them to itfelf, almoft all the immoveable 
property of the empire will end by being appropriated to religious worfhip, 


or devoted to pious. eftablifhments. 


No foundation takes place without-their being a mutevelli or adminiftrator, 
and a wazir or infpector, the one for the employment of the money according 
to the intention of the founder, and the other for the fuperintendance and 
verification of the accounts. .But, ina country where it is fo rare to meet a 
man who refifts the with of appropriating to himfelf a fum of money which 
paffes through his hands, and for which he is to account only to his confcience 
and to an infpector as knavifh as himfelf, no one doubts that the mutevelli 
and the nazir have a fecret underftanding, divide between them what they can 
purloin, and appropriate to themfelves annually fums more or lefs confiderable, 
according to the importance of the foundations which they are charged to 


adminifter and fuperintend. 
‘Little 
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Little fatisfied with the right which is adjudged them by the founder, 
they think to be able to excufe their criminal condu& by the inutility of the 
revenues which exceed the employment that is to be made of them, or perhaps 
they confider as indifferent to the fpirit of the foundation ‘o retain for them- 
felves this excefs, inftead of diftributing it to the poor, of making favings, or 
of improving the capital. 

Moft of the founders, with the twofold intention of tranfmitting to their 
heirs a certain revenue fecure from the rapacious hand of the imperial treafury, 
and of not enriching unknown adminiftrators and infpectors, nominate and- 
appoint thefe agents in their own family. They take care, if they are attached to 
the government, to difpofe in reality of two thirds of the income of the pro- 
perty that they eftablith vacouf, without which the government, which would 
difcover the formal intention of depriving it of an immoveable property 
that it ought to inherit, would appropriate the whole of it to itfelf, to the 


prejudice even of the mofque named in the att of donation. 


a 
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CHAPTER, AIX: 


Esxport-trade.—Alimentary fubftances.—Wood for fucl, joiner’s work, carpenter's 
work, and fhip-building. 


‘Due dittle confidence infpired by a government too frequently unjuft ; 
the little folidity prefented by the fortunes. of private perfons, the certainty of 
lofing one’s money if the man to whom it has been lent die in an eni- 
ployment, or if he be punifhed with death for any mifdemeanour, real or 
fuppofed; the tyranny which is every where exercifed by thofe who are in- 
velted with power, the venality of the tribunals, “the innumerable multitude of 
falfe witnefles—every thing in Turxey infpires fuch a miftruft in affairs of 
commerce, that a man lends not his money but ata very high interefi, and 
delivers not his goods on credit but at an exorbitant price. Very frequently 
even no bufinefs takes place if the creditor be not provided beforehand with a 
pledge above the value of the money which he has lent, or of the goods 
which he has deliveredon-credit. The intereft of money muft have rifen in pro- 
portion to the rifksthat the lender had to run: it is generally from eight to 
ten per cent. in regard to Europeans; from fifteen to twenty per cent. in 
recard to Muffulman, Jew, Armenian, or Greek merchants; it is at thirty, 
forty, and even fifty per jcent. in regard to the Turks who belong to the 
government. ‘To private perfons money is lent at twenty-five or thirty per 
cent. but almoft always in towns, pledges are required for the fecurity of the 
debt. 


Honefty, however, is not entirely banifhed from the Ottoman Empire. 
The European merchants know that the countryman almoft always per- 
forms without difficulty the engagements which he has contracted, that the 

man 
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vian of bufinefs is generally the fave of his word, that the trader feldom 
fails to difcharge his obligations when his payments become due. If pro- 
bity alone be the inftigator of the firft, the others are anxious to prefervea 
fpotlefs reputation which may increafe their credit, multiply their operations, 


and facilitate all the affairs that they undertake. 


It is with the pachas and the great that one ought to avoid to deal other. 
wife than with ready money, becaufe it is they who fhew the moft difhonefty, and 
who almoft always make an improper ufe of their authority. As much as one 
may be confident with the plain man who hears and follows the voice of his 
confcience, with the merchant always moved by felf-intereft which commands 
him to appear an honeft man, fo much ought one to miftruft the man of 
pewer whom intrigue has led to the firft employments, who, deaf to the call of 


honour, thinks that he can fkreen himfelf from the -eye of juftice. 


{ fhail not here eftablifh a parallel between the different nations which in- 
habit the Levant, -and which are fubject to the Ottoman government. The 
individuals who compofe them, accufed of being equally covetous, equaily cun- 
ning, equally knavifh, neverthelefs, perform their engagements when one has 
taken with them fuitable precautions. If probity do not incline them to it, fear 
at leaft determines them, becaufe the Turks are always there to impofe on 


them an exaction. 


As for the Muffulmans, one finds, in general, among them more fincerity : 
one may, in general, truft moreto their word. We fhould confider them 
as the moft honeft and the moft eftimable of all, did they not fhew them- 
felves unjuft towards tributary fubjects: did not the contempt which they 
have for them induce them to violate in regard to them the law of nations, 
to make them undergo humiliations, and cover them not unfrequently with 


diferace. 
VOL. Ie a oF 


Lona) 
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It is to the xovernment alone, founded on an oppreflive religion, that we 
mufl impute the knavery of fome, the tyranny of others, the vices of ail. 
The Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews, deprived of the rights of citizen- 
fhip, excluded from civil employments and from military fervice, flrahgers to 
the religion on which every thing refls, obliged to redeem every year their 
head by a difgraceful tax *, threatened inceffantly with the lofs of their life or 
their fortune, and weak and unprotected, have, from their very infancy, learnt 
to diflemble, to give way to the fmalleft fhock, to withdraw themfelves 
from force by addrefs, from violence by fubmifion. ‘They have been obliged 
to be falfe from habit, cringing and vile from fear, cunning and knavifh from 


the neceflity of living and exifting. 


The Muffulmans, vain of their fuperiority, infolent towards unarmed flaves, 
proud of belonging to a religion which infpires contempt for all thofe who are 
not admitted into it; fanatic, ferocious, and unjuft through the effet of that 
religion ; tolerated in the extortions which they exercife towards tributary fub- 
jects ; emboldened even by a government which dreads thofe whom it oppreffes; 
the Muffulmans, like their anceftors, would poffefs a difpofition for great= 
nefs, heroifm, and robbery, had they preferved their morals, their courage, 
and all their fanaticifm. But at this day the fale of all employments and the 
precarious tenure of them makes all private perfons avaricious, and converts all 
the depofitaries of authority into oppreflors. Juftice is venal, becaufe the cadis 
have been laid under contribution; the venality of the judges has produced 
falfe witnefles ; religious zeal is relaxed, courage is worn out, immorality has 
crept in every where: one may fay boidly that it has at the prefent day 
reached its higheft pitch in the towns. 


The law of confifcations has frequently occafioned to be confidered as cri- 
minal men whom birth, chance, or induftry had enriched. That which afligns 


* The karatch. 
to 
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to the fultan the property of thofe who receive from him any pay whatever *, 
mult, like the other, necefiarily have clogged the operations of commerce, in- 


fpired fears, and moft contributed to the exceflive rate of money... 


Hf we except fome parts of the two INprEs, in no country on earth is gold fo 
common as in TURKEY; it circulates every where, it is the bafe of all pay- 
ments, and every traveller has more or lefs in his girdle. There is not a 
woman who has not chains, necklaces, and other ornaments in fequins; not 
-a child that has not on its head fome pieces of money: but this gold, the orna- 
ment and drefs of the women, is for ever taken away from trade. The 
hufband, purfued by his creditors, would not dare to touch it, and the .wife 
fometimes fees the father of her children brought to punithment, without 
being tempted to make the facrifice of that gold which fhe has fnatched from 


his weaknefs, or obtained from his affection. 


Turxey, however, is tributary to INDIA, as we are to Turkey. The 
‘gold which the Europeans carry as a laft refult to that empire in payment of 
its merchandife, flows, in a great meafure, through the Rep Sza, through 
the Persian Gutr, and through Pzrsia, and is fwallowed up on the fer- 
tile and induftrious coaft of the Inpian Ocean. This is what I fhall explain 


elfewhere more minutely. 


The French merchants have very frequently lamented to [ee in all operations 
of commerce, the Jews and Armenians interpofed between them and the 
Muffulmans ; but they do not pay attention that, being verfed in the cuftoms 
and languages of the country, thefe Jews and thefe Armenians undertook a 


detail for which the European merchants were not qualified. Would they go 


* Allthofe who receive pay from the fultan or from the State, from the fimple janizary up 
to the vizir-azem, are called Zouls or fervants; and, ds fuch, the fultan can difpofe of their life, 
and, if he pleafe, feize on all their property. 
, FF2 like 
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like them, and fcatter their money beforehand in the country-places in order 
to purchafe at a low price commodities when they are gathered / Would they, 
like them, be willing to draw an ufurious intereft from their money? Could 
they keep fight of it, and would they take the fleps and make the cuf- 
tomary pecuniary facrifices towards the cadis and the pachas when the queftion 
is to recover their demands from difhoneft debtors? Undoubtedly not.— 
Well, let us leave to thefe Jews and thefe Armenians all the details of a traffic 
which can be advantageous to none but themfelves, and let us confine our- 
felves to bartering with them our productions which they know better than 
we how to place fuitably, which they fell retail in the town, or which they 


deliver to the inhabitants of the country on account of their commodities. 


If we caft our eye on MarsgiLues and on all the ports of the fouthern 
departments ; if we examine the prodigious number of manufactories which 
this trade fupported in all parts of France, how many hands it occu- 
pied every where, and how many veflels and feamen it employed, we fhould 
be convinced that this trade wasan inexhaultible fource of riches to the mo- 


ther-country and to its colonies, and that it was eftablifhed in the manner the 
moft fuitable tothe interefts of all. 


Scarcely emerged from the convulfive flate in which we had been for up- 
wards of ten years, we muft hope that the Levanr trade, no lefs advan- 
tageous to the Orientals than to ourfelves, will foon be revived on both fides 
with its former activity. The war which the Porte has been forced to de- 
clare againft us, cannot be of long continuance : we fhall avail ourfelves of our 
advantageous pofition in {pite of the efforts of a jealous and powerful enemy. 
We fhall, in fpite of him, turn to account our territorial productions and our 
induftry. The number of our feamen will rife in proportion to our com- 
merce : our navy is at this day without ftrength, becaufe it is, in general, 


without infruction; without energy, becaufe it is without confidence; with- 


6 out 
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out fuccefs, becaufe it is commanded by men who are no longer in their 
place; our navy, I fay, will infure us this important trade when it fhall rival 
in glory our armies, when the bravery of our failors fhall be directed by the 


talents, the information, and the prudence of their commanders. 


Did not the mifchievous genius of the Turks lead them to flifle conceptions 
and paralyze induftry, did not their anti-focial religion impofe filence on reas 
fon and philofophy, no city in the world would be better calculated to ferve 
as an emporium to an extenfive commerce, than ConsTANTINOPLE. Situated 
on the confines of Europe and Asia, between the MrepirerRaANEAN and 
the Euxrne, furrounded by fertile provinces, the capital of a vaft empire, 
ConsTANTINOPLE would fee pafs within its walls the produ€tions of the 
East and of the West, as well as thofe of the Norru and of the Souru. The 
caravans of Asia and the fhips of Europr would fucceed each other without 
interruption, for the purpofe of effeCting.exchanges advantageous to all na- 
tions *. 

But, in the prefent flate of affairs, this commerce is very limited. The in- 
duftry of the inhabitants is confined to the fimple wants of the city, and its 
territory is fo little cultivated that it affords no article of exportation. Never- 
thelefs, the neighbouring countries are fo fertile and fo produdive, that they 
fupply not only the numerous inhabitants of the capital, but permit the 
French merchants to export a fufficiency to pay for one half of the value of 
the merchandife which they receive from Marszities. A part of thefe com. 
modities pafles through the town, the other is immediately thipped at Ro- 


posto, at Munpania, at the DarpANELLEs, and at the harbour of Enos. 


* Ifthe Bospuorus and the Hexzespront belonged to an induftrious, civilized power; if 
they merle a part of a vaft empire, Consranrrnorve would neceflarily become the metropolis 


of the world. 


In 
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In {peaking here only of the export-trade, my object is to make known the 
moft ufeful natural productions of every country that I fhall vifit, and the 
commodities of which European commerce may have availed itfelf. At the 
end of this work I fhall prefent a general pifture of the import-trade which 
FRANCE carries on with all the Levant. I fhall publifh, at another time, 
thofe articles of natural hiftory which have not been treated of, or are litle 


known. ; 
Wool. 


Wool forms the principal article of exportation from ConsTANTINOPLE, 
and the fecond fromallthe Levant. Itis eflimated that the price of the wools 
which the French merchants fend to Marsz1Lues from CcNSTANTINOPLE, 
Roposto, the DaRDANELLES, and ENos, amounts, one year with another, to 
1,500,000 livres (circa 62,4991. fterling). This value has fometimes rifen to 
upwards of 2,000,000 (83,3331. fterling). They come from the environs 
of the Bosporus, from the Prorontis, and from the HeLLespont, as 
well as from Romania, ButcGaria, Bessarasia, _and the fouthern coats 
of the Buack Sea. ‘The flaughter-houfes of the capital alone furnifh a 


fomewhat confiderable quantity. 


In Turkey are bred two forts cf fheep, that with a broad tail, and that 
with acommon tail. The former is the larger, its fleece -is lefs fine, and its 
tail receives fuch a quantity of fat, that it fometimes weighs upwards of ten 
pounds. ‘The wool of the plain-tailed theep of Butcaria, and of Brssarazia, 
which comes to ConsTANTINOPLE by way of Varna, or which paffles through 
ADRIANOPLE, in order to be fhipped at the harbour of Enos, is the moft. 
efteemed. The wools of Bosnia are reckoned to be of a quality fuperior to 
all thofe of the Levant: they are conveyed on the back of mules or 
hories, to SpaLaTro, Zera, and Racusa, whence they go by fea to VzE- 


NICE. ‘The wools of Watiacuia and of the North of SERvia are gene- 
rally fpread through all GERMANY. 


fall 
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Ail the wools of Turxery are, ‘1 general, of an indifferent oro + ul 
quality, and little fi: ‘.: the manufaGure of fine plain cloths. Neverthelef:, 
when th, are picked and mixed with the fine wools of Sparx and Rov:-:t- 
zon, the traceis of LanecueEpoc find means to make with them firft and fecond 
londrins which they fend to Margsziuuzs, and thence‘to all the fea-port towns 


of the Levant, where a confiderable confumption of them is made. 


f . 
Camel's Hair. 


In the cold countries of Asia Minor and of Persia, carnels have,’ ca- 
ring the winter, a tolerable abundance of a fine, filky wool, which falls 
every year at the beginning of the fummer. Jt is known by the French in 
trade, under the improper name of /aine de chevron. The mot efteemed is 
brought from Persia by the caravans of Erivan, Tiruis, Erzerum, and 
Tocat. There is fome of three qualities: the black, the red, and the gray. 
The black is the deareft, and the gray is worth only half the price of the 


red. 


Some comes annually to MarsgiLues by way of ALEppo, Smyrna, and 
ConstTANTINOPLE. ‘This laft city expedites from eighty to a hundred bales 
weighing about three hundred pounds the bale. Smyrna and Aurppo fend a 


quantity much more confideraole. 


ue 


This wool is employed in the manufacture of hats: it is purchafed by all the 
European nations that trade to the Levant. ‘The French, however, are thofe 
who draw the moft of it, and make of it the greateft confumption. The 
Englth employ but a {mall quantity of the black, which they procure at 


aka if 


SMYRNA. 


This camel’s hair muft not be confounded with another wool longer, 


more filky, and finer which is found in Persia, and which is produced in 
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plenty by -a fhe-goat on the mountains of KrrmMaAn. I fhall have occafion to 


Speak of it elfewhere. 


Goat’s Hair. 


On the hills and mountains of the environs of Ancora, is bred a goat 
fmaller than ours, with pendulous ears and fhort legs, whofe white ficece, 
long and very fine, is carefully fpun by the inhabitants of the country, and 
partly employed by them in the manufacturing of the ftuffs known under the 
name of ferges, camlets, and chalis of ANcora. The French have feveral 
fatories in this town, for the purchafe of the thread; and although this 
trade has for fome time paft been carried on through Smyrna rather than 
through ConsTaNTinopis, neverthelefs, feveral bales of it pals through 


this latter city, which the French merchants difpatch to Marsziuuzs. 


Befides the goat’s hair of Ancora, there is alfo known in trade that of 
Berpazar, which lies fifteen or twenty leagues to the weftward on the road of 
Bursa. The former is more efteemed than the latter; itis finer, more fup- 
ple, and more eafy to be wrought; but that of Brrpazar is whiter, be- 
caufe the inhabitants of this town are in the habit of foaping and wafhing the 
hair before they {pin it. 


The Ancora goats have much affinity, as to the finenefs of their hair, to 
thofe of Kerman and thofe of Cacurmire. Both of .them inhabit ele- 
vated places, cold in winter and very warm in fummer; both are taken 
great care of, combed, and frequently wathed by the fhepherds who guard 


them. 


Cotton. 


-‘Cetton is not cultivated at ConsTANTINOPLE nor on the fhores of the 
Buack Sea: the climate is too cold. It is only in the fouth and weft part 
of 
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of the Praopontis, in the environs of the HeLuesront, that the culture of 
this valuable vegetable begins. Cotton is the moft plentiful merchandife of 
the Levant, and that which the French draw in the greateft quantity. The 
merchants of ConsrtantTincpLe difpatch annually from Ganuirout, from 


the Darpsaneties, and from Ewos, about fix hundred and fifty bales, 


eflimated at 125,000 livres (circa 5,2081. {terlinz). 


Neither are the white fpun cotton and the red dyed fpun cotton of 
ADRIANOPLE a very important article of the export-trade of Constranti- 
NoPLre: their value fcarcely exceeds 40,000 livres, while from Ssivana 
alone, MarsriL.ies draws upwards of 3,000,000 of livres of fpun cotton half 
white, half dyed red, and to the amount of §,;00,0C0 of livres of cotton 

ig] 


wool: ‘the greater part of the other fea-port towns of the Levany furnifly 


mere or lefs of this laft article. 


' Formerly the red fpun cotton of ApRiaNopLe enjoyed a very great repu- 
tation; but, for fome time paft, a preference is given to that of Larissa in 
Greecs, and to thofe of the environs of Smyrna and of fome towns of the 
interior of Asta Minor. Means have allo been found within a fliort time, in 
our French manufactories, to give fpun cotton a red colour full as beautiful 
and as durable as that whichis given to it in Turnzy. The red fpun cot- 
tons of Greece do not come into France; they pafs by the ApRiaric, to 


Venice and Trieste, whence they fpread all over GERMANY. 


Buffaloes’ hides. 


The buffalo is in very great plenty throughout the East: it ferves for til- 
lage: it is harnefled to the waggons; itis made to turn the ones of mills, 
and wheels for the raifing of water from wells. It is ftronger than the 
ox, and more generally employed, Although it delights more particularly in 


Vole 1, GG aquatic 


' 
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aquatic or marfhy places, on the banks of large and fmall rivers, it never- 


thelefs thrives every where, and acquires a fize above that of oxen. 


Its flefh is fcarcely fit to be eaten: it is tougher, lefs favoury than that of 
the ox, and is almoft always accompanied by an odour’ of mufk which ren- 
ders it by no means agreeable. It feldom happens that the Orientals fubfift 
on it; they univerfally prefer the fheep, whofe flefh is much more delicate 
than in our countries. The milk of the female is abundant and well-tafted ; 
but the butter preferves a fimell fomewhat difagreeable, to which, how- 


ever, one is foon reconciled. 


The hide of the buffalo is much thicker and far more fubftantial than that 
of the ox; it weighs from eighty to a hundred. pounds, and even mote. A 
great quantity of them comes to ConsTANTINOPLE from Romania, BuL- 
GARIA, BESSARABIA, WALLACHIA, and Mo.pavia, and very few from the 
imterior of AstA Minor. ‘The hides of the males are more efteemed than 
thofe of the females; they are thicker, ftronger, and much heavier. There 
pafs annually to Marszitues five or fix thoufand of them, the price of 
which, one with another, is 15 livres or 2 fhillings and 6 pence fterling. 
Ancona, Lecuorn, and Messina alfo confume a rather large quantity. 
‘The Orientals content themfelves with falting thofe which are intended for 
MarsEILLes and ANCona; while thofe which are carried to LEcHorN and 
Messina have been drefled and tanned with the cup of the Velani oak. 

Thofe hides, dreffed and tanned at Grasse in the department of the Var, 
with different fubftances, and among others with myrtle, are very thick and 
_ very ftrong, have a greenifh colour, and are employed by the country-people 


for foles which laft twice or thrice as long as thofe of the belt ox-hides. 


a : Aliere 
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Vhere are alfo difpatched to ManserLies two or three thoufand ox and 
cow hides net much e%eemed. ‘The value of the ox-hide does not exceed 1 
livre 50 centimes, and thatof the cow 1 livre. They come from the fhores of 


the Brack SEA, 


Buffaloes’ tongues. 

‘he fmoked buffalo’s tongue, which is prepared in Romanra, is held in 
tolerable eftimation : a great confumption is made of this article at ConsTanTi- 
norLe. Seven or eight hundred are exported every year to Marseiuues, 
The Italians alfo purchafe a great quantity.‘ The preparation of them con- 
fifts in their being falted and expofed for fome time to the flow and conti- 


nual aGtion of fmoke. 
. Hare’s fhin. 


The hare is fo common throughout Asia Minor, Romania, and Bu. 
GARIA, that it is purfued for its fkin, and there are difpatched from Avri- 
ANOPLE, Bursa, and ConsTANTINOPL:, for Marseitvesalone, from three 


to four hundred bales, eftimated at from 4 to soco livres. 


The duty in the Levant, levied on goods exported, is difcharged by the 
Sellers; but as a bale of hares’ {kins is fometimes furnifhed by feveral perfons, 
and as the cuftom-houle officer would experience difiiculties in the colle€tion of 
the duties, in order to put a ftop to the complaints of the Porte and to the 
vexations to which the merchants were expofed in this refpect, it was refolved, 
-under the embafly of M. pz St. Parzst, that it fhould, in future, be the pur- 
chafers who fhould pay the duties on this merchandife, at the rate of a 
parat ora fous per oke (the oxe weighs forty cunces and a half). 


Turkey leather or Morecco. 


« 


The manufactores of morocco of GaLLipoL!, of the DAaRDANELLES, and 
of fometowns of Asia Mrnor are the moft renowned of the Levanr. They 


Cio drefs 
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drefs the fkins of the fhe and he goats killed in the capital, and thofe which 
are difpatched from Romania and the interior of Asia. Almoft all the 
towns of Turkey alfo manufacture fome, becaufe the confumption of them 
is every where confiderable. The Turks, as is well known, wear no other 
fhoe-leather than morocco: the black and the violet ferve for the Jews and 
the Armenians. ‘The Greeks employ more generally the red: this is alfo the . 
colour of the janizaries and of the common people. The rich Muffulmans, 
both men and women, all wear yellow fhoes. Yellow is ftrialy prohibited 
to tributary fubjects, fuch as the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews. 
Amongft them there are none but thofe who are attached to the legations and 
to the confulates of foreign powers, or who are {pecially protected by a barat, 


that can adorn themfelves with this privileged colour. 


It is faid that the Turks learnt from the Algerines, to dye morocco red, 
which is known to be very beautiful among them, and for which they employ 


-madder root, kermes, and a very little cochineal. 


Their yellow morocco is not inferior in beauty to the red. In quality 
it is generally fuperior, becaufe in the manufattories the fkins which appear 
the beft are felected, in order to be dyed the colour referved for the Mufful- 


mans. 


The common moroccos are fold for 2 livres 50 centimes a piece. The 
French merchants difpatch annually from ConsTANTINOPLE, twelve or 


fifteen hundred. ‘The other European nations alfo purchafe a {mall quantity. 


4 


According to the inftruétions which were given to us before our de- 
parture, we made fome efforts to learn the proceedings which are employed 
in the drefling and in the dyeing of morocco: we offered money in order 


to be permitted to follow the procefs made ufe of inthe manufaCtories ; but we 


found 
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found every where a refiflance of which we did not imagine the Turks capa- 
ble. Although we entered feveral times into their manufactories, it was 
impoffible for us to difcover whether it is to the quality of the fkins which they 
employ, or to their proceedings, that we muft attribute the beauty of the mo- 
roccos of the Levant. Among the fubftances which we perceived, are lime, 
fumac, the galnut, the cup of the Velani oak, dog’s dung, madder root, 
cochineal, kermes, the rind of the pomegranate, and the feed of a rhamnus, 


different from that which yields the feed of AvicNon. 


Silk. 


Before the troubles of Persia, the caravans brought to ConsTANTINOFLE 
and to SMyana a great deal of filk from Guitan, Cuirvan, and ADERBE- 
jan, which the French and the Englifh were eager to purchafe; but, for 
fome time paft, thefe filks go into Russia by the Caspran Sra, and a 
part pafies thence into EncLanp by the Baurtic, asI fhall have occafion to 


mention when I fhall fpeak of the commerce of Persia with Russia, 


None but the filks of Bursa, Aprranopye, and Buicarta are at this day 
known at ConsSTANTINOPLE. ‘Thofe of Bursa are the moft abundant and 
_tbe moft efteemed; they are almoft all white; and their thread is fine and to- 
lerably fupple. ‘This filk fupplies the numerous manufactories of the town, 
thofe of the capital, and thofe of Scio; fome even goes to ALEPPO and to 
Damascus 3 and, neverthelefs, there 1s every year exported to the amount 
of 2 or 300,000 livres. The French have a houfe eftablifhed there: the Eng. 
lifh fend thither factors when they wifh to make purchafes, and the mer- 
chants of Tunis and Aucisxs alfo come thither to provide themfelves every 


year. 


‘The environs of Nicomepia, Nicea, and all the country fituated between 
Oxympus and the Proponris, are covered with white mulberry-trees culti- 


vated 
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vated with care, and with a fufficient degree of intelligence. The inhabit- 
ants prefer keeping them dwarfs, in order to ftrip them more eafily of their 
leaves. 
> 

The filk of Aprianorie and Burearia is almoft all white, and in point 
of quality, approaches that of Bursa. It has been tolerably abundant there 
for fome years paft, and efpecially fince a confiderable number of the inhabit- 
ants of Bursa have come thither to plant a great many mulberry-trees, and 
apply themfelves to the rearing of filk-worms. 


1 


This tree does not grow on the other fide of the Danuse; but it thrives 
very well in the Crimea; which leads us to prefume that fhortly that 
fertile country, under an enlightened government, will produce filk as eafily as 
wine, and that we fhall at the fame time fee there almoft all the productions 


of Europe. 
War. 


So- great a quantity of wax comes from all the coafts of the Buacx Sra, 
of the Prorontis, and of the HexiesponT, as wellas from Romania, But. 
GARIA, Wa.Luacuia, and Morpavia, that the French merchants eitablithed 
at. CONSTANTINOPLE difpatch of it every year to the value of 300,000 livres 
(circa 12,8001. flerlng). A great deal is fent to Genoa, Lecuorn, and 
Venice. The Englith andthe Dutch alfo purchafe fome, and there is, be- 
fides, a great confumption made of it in the Greek and Armenian churches, 
and in the houles of all the individuals of the country, efpecially during the 


month of the remazan. 


The wax of the interior of Asta Minor is conveyed by the caravans, to 


ALEPPO and to SMYRNA. 


Dox, 


~ 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE, &c. 231 


Box. 


Box is abundant in fome places of the fouth coaft of the Brack Sra: 
there comes fome from BarTHIn, a fmall town fituated at the mouth of 
the Parruenrzus; but the fineft is to be found on Mount Caucasus, and 
comes to CoNSTANTINCPLE by the fhips which bring Georgian, Circaflian, 
and Mingrelian female flaves.. There is fent to MarsEILLEs every year 


_ to the value of 12,000 livres (sool. fterling). 


Copper. 


Such a quantity of copper is drawn from the mines which are fituated to the 
fouth of Tresisonp, in the environs of Tocar, and in feveral places of Asia 
Minor, that Turxey is able to pay with this metal for a part of the 
merchandife which fhe draws from Inp1a. There comes annually to Mar- 
SILLES, from CoNSTANTINCPLE, from Smyrna, and from the ports of 
SyriA, to the value of from 12 to 1300,000 livres. A great deal alfo paffes 
into Iraty, and the Turks make a very great confumption of it for their 
artillery which is all of brafs, for their table and kitchen utenfils, for their 
mangals, their chandeliers, and others. 

There likewife comes to Marserixes to the value of 5 or 6,000 livres 


of copper coffee-pots, made at TREBISOND, or in the environs of that town. 


Orpiment. 


From the interior of Asta Minor is alfo drawn a very confiderable quan. 
tity of orpiment. This mineral fubftance, mixed with a bolary earth, is em- 
ployed throughout ‘Turkey, at the baths, as a depilatory for men and women 


of all conditions. 


Tndepen- 
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Independently of the great confumption which is made of it in the 
country, there is annually exported to Marsg1iLes to the amount of about 


2,c0o livres. The Italians take of it to amore confiderable value. 


Hart's horn. 


The ftag is rather common in the forefts of the environs of ConsTanT!- 


NopLe. There is annually fent to Marszitues, to the value of 200 livres 
of its horns. 
Peliry. 

The fineft furs come from Russta and Potanp: fomeare likewife drawn 
from Georcia, from Circassia, trom the Crimea, from WaLuacula, 
and from all the north fide of the Black Sea. Thofe of the black fox and 
the fable martin are the moft efteemed: the former are at a price which cannot 
be afforded by private perfons; the latter coft fometimes as much as 2 or 
3,000 livres each. France fortunately difpenfes with an article of mer« 
chandife which would confiderably injure its manufa@tories. The few fkins 
of this fort which fhe confumes come to her from the north of Europe 
and’ from America. ‘There is fent from the Levanr little more than to 


ihe value of 4 or 500 livres of zerdova or common martin’s tails. 


Torfe hair. 


Horfe hair is an article which amounts annually to 4,000 livres (1661. 13s, 


4d. flerling). It almoft all comes from Butcaria and Brssarania. 


Galls. 


Although the oak which produces galls begins to be found in the environs 
of ConsTaNYTINOPLE, this article more particularly concerns the commerce 


of SMYRNA, Aveppo, and Cyprus. I fhall fpeak of it elfewhere. 


Corn. 
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Gor. 


The Ottoman government, which knows, more than any other, how 
dangerous it is to fuffer the people to be in want of fubfiftence, has at all 
times taken care to fupply the capital with provifions, and even to make fa- 
crifices, when neceflary, in qrder to kcep bread at a low price: before the reign 
of Sexi, the oke coft no more than three parats. But fince the government 
has imprudently made a monopoly of corn, the oke is fold for five or fix 
parats; which creates murmurs among the people, who do not think them. 
felves well governed except when commodities of the firft neceflity are at a 


very moderate price. 


The corn countries are obliged to furnith the capital with a certain quantity 
at their expenfe, the price of which is fixed and paid by the Porte, ac- 
cording to the harvefts and other circumftances. 


The government alfo fends commiffaries to Vouo, to SALONICA, and into 
fome diftrids of Greece, for the purchale of corn. The firman which fixes 
the price of it, and which regulates the quantity that is to be delivered, is read 
publicly at the mékem¢, and the proprietors are bound to conform them- 
felvesto it, each in proportion to his property. The commiflaries defray all 
the expenfes of warehoufe-room, carriage, &c. as far as CONSTANTINOPLE, 
in confideration of a determined profit: for inftance, if they have orders to 
purchafe at 50 parats the kilo, they are allowed 70, and fo in proportion. 
They always receive in advance the money neceflary for the purchafe which 
they are ordered to make. 


The government likewife fixes the price at which bakers and private per. 
fons are to buy the corn which it caufes to be diftributed to them; and 
it referves to itfelfa profit of fifty or fixty per cent, It is afferted that the 


VOL. I. HH produce 
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produce of this monopoly amounts annually to ten thoufand purfes or 


10,000,000 of our livres. 


At ConsTANTINOPLE are made three forts of bread: the one, called pidé 
fodola, or Turkith bread, is flat, ill baked, and tolerably white; the other fomoun 
or Armenian bread, is raifed, rounded, worfe baked more black, and of an in- 
ferior quality to the other. The third is called frangeale ; * itis imal, oblong, and 
kneaded nearly like that which we eatin France. The bakers of the coun. 
try add to the former, barley flour; the fecond is a mixture of wheat, bars 
ley, rye, and millet; the third is feldom made with pure wheat; the Eus 
ropean bakers who furnith it, eager to enrich themfelves, well know that thofe 
who are accuftomed to eat good bread, will prefer theirs, becaufe it is whiter, 
better baked,and above all better kneaded. It is fold for ten, twelve, and 
even fourteen parats the oke. As itis fuppofed to be made for none but the 
Europeans, the police does not tax it, but fuffers it to be fold at the price 
which the baker choofes; the latter only taking care to furnih it of the beft qua- 
liry to the ambaffadors whom they ferve, and of whom they hold their pri- 


vileges. ‘ 


In the feraglio is made a fourth fort of bread, with which we are not ac. 
guainted. It is faid to be very white, tolerably good, though worfe kneaded and 
lefs baked than the frangeoles. Private perfons are alfo in the habit of making 


bread, the quality of which approaches more or lefs to that of the bakers. 


The corn of RoMANIA, of Butcaria, and all that which is drawn in abun- 
dance from the environs of the Danuse, is reckoned to be of a quality fu- 
perior to all that of the Ottoman Empire: that too which comes from the Cr1- 
mMeAand from Tacanrorr, fituated towards the mouth of the Don, is much 
efteemed. ‘That of Voto, of SaLonica, and of the Morea is reckoned to 

be 
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be of the fecond quality: next comes that of Syria and Cyraus. The 


corn of Ecypt is confidered as inferior to all the others. 


Although the exportation of wheat is prohibited, means are found fome- 
times in the DarpANELLES, to fhip one or more cargoes of it coming from 
the weftern and northern coafts of the Brack Sza: veffels alfo load with 
it at Roposta, in Troas, at Voto, and in the Gulfof Enos. It may be pro- 
cured in Ecyprt, in Syria, onthe coaft of Natouia, and in fome other parts of 
the Morea; but pecuniary facrifices muft always be made, and fuitable pre- 
cautions taken not to irritate the people, or give too much diflatisfaction to the 


Porte. 


France ought not to forget that, during the revolution, when fhe was 
threatened, from all quarters, with the moft terribte famine, the Ottoman 
government permitted feveral cargoes of corn to be fhipped, and tolerated 
a greater number, though wheat was not more plentiful in TurKey in that 
year than in others. This permiflion, contrary to Ottoman cuftoms and 
policy, proceeded, at that period, from the good.intentions of the govern- 
ment in regard to us, and from the extremely wife conduct of the agent of the 
Republic refident at the PorTE. { 


Alimentary fubftances. 


CoNSTANTINOPLE draws from Puixippopotis a tolerably large quantity 
of rice lefs efteemed than that of Ecypr: it is alfo cultivated in fome parts 
of Asia Minor, and feveral cargoes of it arrive every year from DamirTrTa: 
the latter is the fineft and the beft of all. Cherries, plums, pears, and apples 
arrive every day from the fouthern coaft of the BLackx Sra, as weil as chef- 
nuts, hazel-nuts, and walnuts. Apricots, peaches, grapes, figs, mufk-melons, 
cucumbers, water-melons, young pumpkins, melongenas, efculent hibifcus, 


and various fpecies of herbs come from the neighbouring villages, from the 
HH2 coalts 


236 _ TRAVELS IN THE 


coafts of the Propontis, and from the weft and fouth parts of the BLack 
Ses. he Mand of Scio furnifnes oranges, lemons, bergamot-citrons, 
pomegranates, and fome prunes; it alfo farnifhes conferves of flowers of 
rofes and oranges, the ufe’of which is fo general and fo frequent in TURKEY. 
The beft raifins come from Naroxia, thofe of the ARCHIPELAGO are, in 


general, too much dried up and of little value. ‘The raifins are brought from 
the environs of SmyRNa. 


The fruit of the diofpiros lotus or European date-plum, cultivated in the 
environs of CoNSTANTINOPLE, CERASONTE, and SINorr, is eaten frefh: 
there is alfo made of ita marmalade which the Orientals efteem : it appeared 
to me not very agreeable. Mriryizne furnithes the falted olives which, with 
eaviare and falt fith, the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews make the prin- 
cipal article of their food. The chich-pea and maize which are cultivated 
every where, are ground into flour or fimply roafted: the women and children 
have almoft always fome in their pockets. 


From all the coafts of the Buack Sea are, brought honey, butter and 
tallow. The firft alfo comes from Greece, and from a_ few iflands of 
the ArctipeLaco: the confumption of the fecond is fo great, that the go- 
vernment takes care that fome fhould arrive from all quarters: European. 
Turkey and Asta Minor furnifh it in abundance. Miryv.tene and Can- 
pia fend their oils: TEnEpos alfo exports its wine to the Europeans, Greeks, 


and Armenians: the Jews make theirs at ScuTarr, at the DarpDANELLEs, 
and in the environs. 


The almonds which are drawn from fome countries of Natori and from 
fome iflands of the ARcHIPrELAco, are not fufficient for the great confump- 
iion of the capital; France makes them an article of trade rather impor- 
tant. But Syria and Naro.ta fend a vaft quantity of the kernels of the 


ftone-pine-tree which the Orientals put into moft of their ragouts, and of 


5 which: 
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which they make, with fugar, delicacies in very great requeft. from Da- 
mascus are drawn dried apricots, very fweet, which are alfo put into r- 
gouts, or eaten boiled in the manner of flewed fruit. The dates of Ecypr 
and the piftachio-nuts of ALEppo are too dear to be within the purchafe of 
the common people; the latter efpecially are referved for children and for the 


wives of the rich. 


I fhall not here fpeak of fome fruits of little value, fuch as the medlar, the 
cornil, and that of the e/eagnus or Bohemian olive-tree, which coine from. 


the environs of the capital, or from the interior of Asta Minor. 


The beft cheefe of the Levant is that of Canpia: a great deal comes 
from BULGARIA, WaALLAcHI4, and the environs of the Propontis; but 
it is, in general, bad and very little efteemed, becaufe it is made without fkill, 
and becaufe the cuftom obtains of drawing the butter from all the milk which 
is intended for cheefe. The yougourt or four curdled milk does not at all pleafe 
flrangers : it is, neverthelefs, a wholefome food to which a perfon is foon re-~ 
conciled, and which he then eats with pleafure: it is found in abundance 


throughout the East. 


There comes from the northern coait of the BLacK Sza, a prodigious 
quantity of caviare and falted fifh. Caviare is nothing more than fturgeon’s 
fpawn falted and packed up in large cafks. ‘The confumption which is made 
of itin ConsTANTINoPLe and in all the towns of the Ottoman Empire, is 
immenfe. It is the Greeks and the Armenians who eat the moft, on ac- 
count of their fafts and their lents. The Jews allo live on it very frequently, 
becaufe this aliment is of little value. The inhabitants alfo make ufe of 
various falted fifhes, fome of which come from the BLack Sza, and the others 
from the environs of Patras. Thofe from the Buack Sea are cut inte 


thongs,. 
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wi 
thongs, falted and dried; the others are whole, dried or placed in cafks with 


pickle. Excellent mullets falted are likewife brought from the Gulf of Enos. 


At ConsTANTINOPLE there is, under the fuperintendance of the PoRTE, 
a confiderable eftablifment in which a great number of workmen are em- 
ployed in burning Arabian coffee, and in pounding it in large marble mortars. 
It is diftributed in powder to the Turkifh coffee-houfe keepers and dealers, 
according to the calls that they make for it. Private perfons alfo have the 
power, in confideration of a trifling tax, of carrying coffee to this eftablifh- 
ment, in order to have it roafted and pounded: but it is prohibited, under 
very fevere penalties to mix with Mocha the West Inp1a coffee, which is 
cheaper and lefs efteemed than the other. This prevents not Marszituzs 
alone from furnifhing the capital to the value of a million of our livres 
every year. True it is that in Burcaria, BessaraBiA, and in the environs 
of the Danuse, West Inpia coffee is preferred to that of YEMEN, and that 
agreat deal of it pafles into thofe countries by the way of ConsTANTI- 


NOPLE. es 


Moca coffee is brought from ALEXANDRIA every year by the caravels of the 
Grand Signior: there arrives at the fame time a tolerably large quantity of 
‘fugar from Eeyer, which the common people prefer to that of the Euro. 
peans, becaufe it is cheaper, and fweetens, it is faid, better than the other: 


it is not fo well refined, and it preferves a part of its mofcovade. 


Combuftibles ; wood for carpenter’s and jgoiner’s work, and timber for fbip- 
building. 

All the wood ufed for fuel and cooking in the houfes of private perfons, in 
fome manufactories and efpecially for the baths, comes from the fouth part 


of the Propontis and the coafts of the BLacx Sea, fituated from the Bos- 


PHORUS 
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pHorus as far as Sinopz. It is more particularly oak that is burnt: for 
this purpofe are alfo employed the holm green oak, the arbutus, and almoft 
all the trees of which I fhall prefently give the enumeration. From thofe 
countries 1s drawn a greater quantity of charcoal, becaufe, in Turkey, the 
inhabitants do not warm themfelves at the fire of chimnies, as I have faid elfe- 
where, but at that of tandours and mangals, for which charcoal only is 
required. ‘The beit is made of the oak and the holm, fome is alfo made 
of the pine, the fir, and the arbutus. 

The countries of whict I have juft fpoken, covered with beeches, horn- 
beams, oaks, elms, walnut-trees, cherry-trees, pear-trees, pines, firs, chefnut- 
trees, plane-trees, and lime-trees, furnifh the capital, in profufion, with all 
the wood neceffary for joiner’s work and for the frame-work of the houfes 
which the inhabitants ara accuftomed to build with wood; and, indeed, the 
confumption of it is prodigious in an immenfe city, where frequent fires in- 
duce the neceflity of rebuilding continually the houfes which the flames 
have deftroyed. ‘There are daily arriving beams of oak, pine and fir, joifts of 
oak and beech, for the frame-work, and planks of chefnut-tree for the roofs 
of houfes; thin planks of walnut-tree, plane-tree, cherry-tree, pear-tree, 
lime-tree, oak, beech, afh, pine, and fir for joiner’s work; pump-pipes and. 


trouehs Helm, pie, fir,.oak, dc. &e. 


There alfo arrives from the fame countries, a great deal of fhip-timber for 
the arfenal, and fpars for mafts and yards which are not inferior to thofe of 
the north of Eurore. The Porte alfo draws excellent timber for thip. 
building from Motpavia, which is fhipped at Gatas. There is a great deal 
in PoLanp and in South Russia, of which the French government had made 
trials fome time before the revolution, with which it had been fatisfied, and 
of which it would, perhaps, have made ufe, notwithftanding the clamours of 


fome perfons interefted in decrying it. 


SINOPs 
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SinoFEz is the town of the Ottoman Empire the moft within reach of fhip. 
timber, and that in whofe dock-yards at prefent the greateft activity prevails. 
Oak is extreme:y abundant in the environs: its wood, more handfome for 
joiner’s work, is as good and as folid for fhip-building, as that of our fouthers 


departments. 


The exportation of timber fit for the conftruction of line-of-battle hhips is 
firily prohibited at Sinope. An officer of the Porte is inceffantly em- 
ployedin caufing to be felled, fquared, and conveyed to the arfenal fuch wood 
as he judges fit for the fervice of the navy. Fcr the conftrution of mer- 
cfiant-veffels, private perfons can difpofe only of that which he rejects or can- 


not employ. 


The fouth coaft of the Back Sza alfo furnifhes_a very large quantity of 
tar, flax, and hemp for the dock yard at Srnopz, and for the arfenal of 
ConsTANTINOPLE, Flax and hemp are alfo drawn from Wauuacuia and, 


MoLpaviAs 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER Xa, 


Of the droguemans and barataires—Of the marriage of the merchants.—Of the 
French workmen fettled in the Levant.—Of the caravan or carrying-trade 


in the Levant. 


bie clafs of droguemans ceferves the moft ferious attention on the part 
of the French government, fince it is on their probity, on their intelligence, 
and on their civifm that depend the fuccefs of the negociations which are intruft- 
ed to them and the favourable iffue of the private affairs with the manage- 
meat of which they are charged. It has long been occupied about them with- 
out ever having attained the object which it had in view. It had imagined, pers 
haps, that education was to fupply the place of other qualities, and that it 
was fufficient for a man, in other refpects intelligent, to know perfectly 
French, Turkifh, and Arabic, to bea good drogueman. A preference was 
given to young men born in Turkey, becaufe they had a better pronuncia- 
tion of the oriental languages and a greater facility in fpeaking them cor- 
rectly. They were made to fpend afew years in Paris, in order to learn 
French, and the principles of the Turkifhand Arabic languages. They were 
fent to finifh their ftudies in a fchool of Capuchins eftablifhed at ConsTan- 
‘TINOPLE: thence they were fcattered over the different fea-port towns of the 


Levant, and thofe who fhewed the moft capacity were afterwards fent for 
to refide with the ambaflador. 


Through an inconfiderate condefcenfion, almoft all the French droguemans 
had been taken from four or five families originally foreign, or for a long 
time paft fettled in the Levant. Thefe men, born in Turkey, defcended 
from Greck or Armenian mothers, fhewed us, at the period of the revolu- 


Vou te 1 tion, 


242 TRAVELS IN THE 


tion, how little reliance ought to be placed on perfons of their ftamp. Al- 
though they were indebted to France for their education, their profeffion, 
and their fortune, they hefitated not to go over into the fervice of our 
enemies, and to tranfmit to them the knowledge which they had acquired 
among us. Some even have been accufed of having carried off the depots, 
and having plundered the chanceries; all, in a word, proved, on this me- 
morable occafion, that, in the fequel, the important fun@ions of drogueman 
ought to be intrufied to none but real Frenchmen, to men born in the bo- 


fom of France, and brought up and educated in her manners and cuftoms. 


Ido not think that one ought to aflimilate the man born in TurkKry, of 
a father who has long fince renounced his country, of a mothera fubje@ of the 
Grand Signior, of a Greek or Armenian woman who detefts our cuftoms, and 
ridicules our manners to him who, born in France, fhall have imbibed with 
his milk, ideas of probity, morality, and honour. Jive or fix years which 
the former fhall have paffed in Paris for his education, will not be able to .de- 
ftroy the impreflions that he fhall have received in his youth. Accuftomed to 
live with degraded men, furrounded by, relations whofe mind is tarnifhed by fla- 
very, educated in the {chool of vice, five or fix years will not be fufficient for 
elevating his mind, for engraving in an indelible manner in his heart the love of 


virtue, the thirft of glory, and devotion to his country. 


The reader will, perhaps, be furprifed that I confider a man born in the 
Levant as lefs fitted for the focial virtues, as lefs qualified to difcharge 
fun@tions which require probity and honour. In the firft place, experience 
too frequently informs us that the drogueman, born and bred in TurKey, makes 
no fcruple of factificing the interefts of private perfons, and thofe of the go- 
vernment, when ke finds any advantage in fo doing. [t would be fhame- 
ful to fay, but perhaps not very difficult to prove, that the agent falls 
fometimes into the {nares which the drogueman ceafes not to fpread for him. 

Too 
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Too frequently | the latter has forced the other to filence by his manceu- 
vres, oF (edtcea@h by the gold which he has had the addrefs to pian to 


him opportunely and with caution. 


Befides, what can be expected from a man brought up in a country where 
the idea of probity and of duties is attached only to the exterior practices of a 
religious worfhip, where cuftoms authorife a perfon to caufe himfelf to be paid 
for the fmalleft fervice, the fmalleft undertaking ; where juftice is fold, where 
falfe evidence is paid for, where murder is redeemed, where every thing, 
in a word, is trafficked for without {cruple, without fhame, and without re- 


morfe? 


The embafly of ConsTANTINOPLE in no manner refembles that of the other 
courts. In thefe the ambaflador conducts affairs himfelf: he can develop all 
his talents; he can bring into action all the refources of his genius: but, 
at ConstaNTINoPLE, he depends folely on his drogueman: if the man. 
whom he employs be weak or unfkilful, the ambaflador is no longer any thing 
more with the Porre-than a fool or a common man. If the drosueman bea 
knave, the ambaffador is deceived: he fees the cleareft affairs take a perplexed 
turn, become confufed, grow dark, and prefent every day new incidents: their 
progrefs, according to circumftances, will be retarded by fuppofed obftacles. 
Difficulties and embarraflments will arife at every ftep, till at length the am- 
baflador difgufted, will renounce his projects and abandon his undertakings. 


If the drogueman, on the contrary, had the patriotifm, the great talents, 
and the probity which we fuppofe in an ambafiador, and if the latter, with 
a pure heart and a found judgment, had only ordinary abilities, the interefts 
of the Fon would be lodged in better hands. The progrefs of affairs would 
net be clogged: the PorTE would be feen to treat with confidence, loyalty, 
aid franknefs: the firmans for the punifhment of delinquents, in the fea- 

112 ports 
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ports of the Lryant, would-be expeditioufly delivered, and would leave 
no doubt, no ambiguity in their difpofitions : our commerce would be effett- 
ually protected; no Frenchman would ever be outraged or infulted with im- 
punity: the commiflaries and agents of the Republic would enjoy the confie 


deration which they merit. 


Is there, in the Levant, a man of any judgment who has not a thoufand 
times made the fame refleCtions as myfelf? Is there one who has not very 
frequently perceived that the drogueman altered or modified at his plea- 


fure the words which he 1s charged to tranfmit? 


It is at MARSEILLES, and not at ConsTANTINOPLE, that we mutt eftablith 
public fchools of Greek, Turkith, and Arabic, in order that the young men 
who are intended for the Levant trade, and the mariners who are to pur- 
fue the carrying-trade there, may learn the languages of which they will 
ftand in need, if they wifh not to be deceived, if they be defirous of conduct- 
ing bufinefs themfelves, and of acting according to their own pleafure and 


without obftacles. 


It is expedient to eftablifh another fchool at Paris, more particularly def- 
tined for the droguemanfhip, in which fhould be received none but young men 
born or brought up in France, They fhould there learn not only vulgar 
Greek, Turkifh, Arabic, and Perfian, but the language which is configned in 
Greek and Arabic books, the Turkifh and Perfian which are fpoken at 
court, and which are made ufe of in the atts emanating from the govern- 


ment. 


AA few years’ flay in TuRKEY, ome or two years’ apprenticefhip 4a the 
commiffaries and agents, would be fufficient for the. pupil intended for a 
drogueman to catch the pronunciation, and learn all the turns of the langu; 4e8 
for which he will have the moft occafion, according as he might propofe to 

ferve 
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ferve the capital or the fea-port towns of the Lrvant, GRrece, or 
Syria. Befides, there would be no harm in his preferving a foreign pro- 
nunciation: the Muffulman has almoft always for the European the refpeét 
with which he thinks that he may difpenfe towards the man who, born in 


TuRKEY, appears to him no more than a flave in difguife. 


An infinite number of advantages would refult if the droguemanfhip were, 
in the Levant, the nurfery of the agents and commiffaries of the commer- 
cial relations: there would neceffarily be feen in them more zeal, more in- 
formation, more attachment, and more probity *. Bufinefs in the fea-port 
towns of the Levant would be better tranfa&ted and much more quickly 
terminated if the commiflary were acquainted with the language of the coun- 
try, if he had learned by a long experience, to know the Muffulmans and 


all the fubjeéts of the Grand Signior. 


But, above all, it would be neceffary to obtain from the Porte that the 
French drogueman fhould prefent himfelf in an European drefs, in a particular 
uniform, and that he fhould not be fubje&t to the Turkifh cuftoms and cere- 
monial; for were the drogueman to continue to humble himfelf before a. 
pacha, a mutfelim, a fimple writer of the Porte; were he always to be in fear 
of the baftinade; were he obliged to offer them fubmiffively his head, to kifs 
the fkirt of their robe, how could he preferve that independence of opinion, 
that inflexibility of character, that “elevation of mind fo neceflary to a come 


miflary inthe Levanr? 


Current affairs of little importance would continue to be tranfaéted by 


the droguemans of the country, creatures vile at this day, whofe whole oc- 


* Citizen Rurrin, formerly drogueman, at this day chargé d’affaires of the Republic at the 
Porte, would furnifh us, if it were neceflary, with an inconteftable proof that the interefts of 
the nation could not fometimes be placed in better hands. 


cupation. 
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cupation is to avoid the ftick of the Turks and to pick up money from 
thofe who employ them, but who might be eafily turned to account by means 


of barats wifely eranted. 


I am not willing to have recourfe to thofe Greeks, to thofe Armenians, 
to thofe opulent Jews who purchafe a barat only in order-to have a right 
to wear flippers like thofe of the Muffulmans, or pay no more than three 
per cent. for cuftom-houfe duties, and who, by that means, place their life 
and their fortune under the fafe-guard of an European power. I confi- 
der it as extremely unbecoming and impolitic that an ambafiador has it in 
his power to fell at a very high price his protection to fuch men, who very 
frequently expofe his credit, who always take up a part of his time, and who 
bear towards the European merchants a remarkable prejudice. 


Barats ought to be given gratuitoufly to thofe who fhall devote themfelves to 
the fervice ofthe fea-port towns of the Lrvant, who fhall undertake all la- 
borious and difagreeable funGtions, and who, poor and without intereft, will 
be almoft always the agents of the merchants. ‘Thefe men, from whom the 
commiffaries of commercial relations fhall be able to caufe the barat to be. 
withdrawn becaufe they have not purchafed it, fhall be obliged to condué 
themfelves honeftly if they wifh to preferve it and enjoy the privileces which 


are attached to it. 


Long experience had formerly taught the government, how wife it was to 
prohibit the merchants and agents whom it employed in the Levant, from 
marrying with the women of the country. This law, which favour and pro- 
tection fometimes filenced, ought to be reftored to vigour and rigoroufly 
executed: the intereft of the merchant and the advantage of the State alike 
demand this. Itis fo much the more neceflary, as there exifts one in Turxkry, 
which declares rayas or tributary fubjects the children of the Europeans who 


14 are 
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are born from a Greek or Armenian woman a fubject of the Grand 
Signior. 


Independently of the woman, born in the Levant, preferring oriental 
indolence to the cares of a family, and confuming in nonfenfe, in drefs, and 
in trinkets, confiderzble fums, fhe has generally fo little attachment and grati- 
tude to him to whom fhe is indebted for comfort and repofe, that, following 
the example of the Muffulman women, the neglects nothing to purloin from 
him his favings and deprive him of the means of returning to his own 
country. The hufband, not being able to prevail on his wife to follow him, 
to renounce fofas, vapour-baths, and cuftoms which fhe has contracted from her 
infancy, affumes by degrees the habits of the country. Idlenefs gets hold 
of him, old age takes him by furprife, and death carries him off: his fa- 
mily renounce for ever the mother-country. They would even foon forget it, 


did not their intereft invite them to preferve the protection which the father 
enjoyed. 


Drognemans were not generally comprifed in this prohibition, becaufe they 
were, undoubtedly, expatriated for ever; while the merchant was likely to 
return to FRANCE after twelve, fifteen, or twenty years of labours, and 
bring back with him the fortune which he would not fail to make in the Lr- 


vant when he conducted himfelf with intelligence and economy *, 


On arriving at ConsTANTINOPLE and in the fea-port towns of the Levant, 
we were very much furprifed to find every where a great number of French 
workmen who had brought into thefe countries the arts of Europr, and 


who enjoyed, under the proteGion of the ambaflador and the agents of the 


~ 


* Young lads were fent to the commercial houfes of the Levanr at the age of fifteen or cigh- 
teen: the greater part were book-keepers at twenty-five: ten years were fufficient for them to- 
make a fortune which allowed them to return to France and there marry, 


Republic, 
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Republic, the produce of their induftry without either paying taxes or impolts. 
If thefe workmen and thefe artifts expatriated themfelves only in order to 
acquire riches and return fooner or later to bring them back to their country, if 
they did not doa confiderable injury to the national commerce and induftry 
by teaching the Turks to difpenfe with us, by eftablifhing our workfhops, 
our manufactories among them, certainly they deferved that an ambaffador 
fhould procure them the enjoyment of all the advantages granted to 
merchants. . ; 

But how far are they from refembling thofe eftimable men who, removed 
from their natal land, devote themfelves to a painfui labour, who confent 
to pafs the prime of their life among barbaiians, who fee themfelves ex- 
pofed to the poniard of affaflins, to fires, to the plague,~and to the ma- 
lignant influence of fome marfhy countries, with a view of eltablifhing between 
Turkey and France a commerce of barter extremely advantageous, a 
commerce which enlivens our workthops, increafes our population, forms a 
great number of failors, diffufes plenty in fome places, and comfort every 


where ! 


The French workman, by doing a prejudice to his country, drags on in 
the Levant a lingering exiftence. ‘His profits are very limited, and he very 
feldom acquires, by perfevering labour, and the ftri&teft economy, wherewith to 
be able to return to his country. The workman, befides, hurried fometimes into 
gaming-houfes and taverns, may, in the fea-port towns of the Levant and 
even at CONSTANTINOPLE, expofe the fate of all the French, in a mo. 
ment of ebriety, or in one of thofe fits cf paflion which fhall lead him to the 


commiffion of an offence fomewhat ferious. 


For his own advantage, the workman ought to be fent back to his own 
country, unlefs his ftay in the Levant be found afeful to the ambaflador and 
to 
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to France, and if he refufed to depart, he ought, without his having a righe 
to complain, to be refufed a protection which he does not merit. 


The ignorance of the Orientals in the art of navigation, and, above all, the 
fear of Maltefe privateers, had in all times induced the Turks to make ufe 
of Venetian, Ragufan, and French veffels for the conveyance of their mer- 
chandife from one town to another. They alfo had recourfe to the boats 
of the country; but they then preferred thofe belonging to the Greeks 
who had obtained a pafs from the archbifhops of Svra and Naxos. 


The French had always in the feas of the Levant a great number of 
veflels folely employed in carrying from one echel/e* or fea-port town to the 
other the merchandife with which they were laden, and from which they de« 
rived a tolerably advantageous freight. This carrying-trade, known in the 
South of France under the name of caravane, was a praCical {chool of navi- 
gation, and a rather confiderable fource of wealth to fome towns of ancient 
Provence. None were better acquainted with the feas of the Levant, ufed 
greater expedition in their voyages, and navigated with greater advantage 
for the traders, than the Provencal mariners. The navigation of the Vene- 
tians and Ragufans was extremely flow and timid: -it piefented more dan- 
gers, becaufe they fometimes ran their veflels afhore, by withing, on the fmalleft 


fign of bad weather, to gain a harbour or roadftead. 


Independently of the freights which yielded profits to all thofe who had 
concurred in the conftruction, purchafe, and outfit of the veffel, the captain 


never failed to enrich himfelf fooner or later when he was active, intelligent 


* Echelle comes from the Italian word /ea/a, becaufe there exitt in ali the harbours and roadileads 
of the Levant, in lieu of quays, ladders or wooden fleps, which projeé& into the fea for the 
accefs of veffels and beats, and for facilitating the embarkation and debarkation of perfons 
and goods. 


Rad 
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and frugal, and the failors themfelves, befides their wages, gained a great deal 
by the fmall parcels of goods which they carried from Marszitues, or which ° 
they made up in the Levant in going from one fea-port town to another. 
This laft-mentioned profit is very confiderable: there is twenty-five per cent. 
to be gained by choice merchandife. ‘The intelligent feaman who was well 


acquainted with the Levant, did not fail to avail himfelf of the circumftance. 


This gain, repeated five or fix times in the courfe of the year, foon doubied 
and tripled the capital I have known a great number of failors who 
fupported at Marseitues, at La CioTaT, at St. Tropzz, or at La SEINE, 
a numerous family, and who, befides, procured themfelves early in life a 


competence for the remainder of their days. 


cy 


A veffel was divided into twenty-four fhares or kirats, and each fhare 
might be fubdivided according to the intentions of the fhare-holders. The 
veflel was to return at the expiration of three years. The profits were 
divided, according to the accc unt of the captain, between the parties intes 
refted, after deducting the expenfes which had been incurred for the wages 


of the crew, and fuch repairs and refitting as were found neceflary. 


For fome time paft it had been perceived that the fhare-holders gained fo 
much the lefs, as the captains enriched themfelves the more quickly; 
however, though difhonefty had found its way among the greater part of them, 
the moft fhamelefs even full brought wherewith to keep up in the fhare- 
holders the confidence which has always been placed in this kind of fpecu- 
lation. The fmall towns which I have juft mentioned, had by this means ac- 
quired a confiderable increafe; there exifted among the inhabitants a degree of 


comfort which was not to be feen in thofe that were merely agricultural. 


There were reckoned upwards of a hundred veflels employed in this carry- 
ing-trade, generally manned each by eight or ten hands, including the captain 


: x and 
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and mate. The trade which was regularly carried on from Marsri.uxs 
with all the fea-port towns of the Levant, employed four or five hundred. 
The caravane, as is feen, ought therefore to be encouraged at the “peace, 
as well on account of the profits which it procures, as of the practical know- 


edge which our feamen acquire in the feas of the Levant. 
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Departure from Conftantinople for the Gulf of Mundania.—Stay at 
Ghemlek.—Turkifh deck-yard.—Timber for Jship-building. —Culture of 
the land. — Natural hifory. — [fonds of the Propontis.— Gallipoh. — 
Lampfacus.—4rrival at the Dardanelles. 


EVENTS, which had fucceeded each other with rapidity fince our depar- 
ture from Paris, having made us lofe fight of the principal object of our 
miiffion, the courfe which appeared to us the moft prudent from the very 
firft day of our arrival in the Levanr, was to requeft our recall to France, 
or formal authority to quit ConsTANTINOPLE, to direct our fteps to the 
fouthern fhores of the BLack SEA, to repair through ARMENIA, GEORGIA, 
GUILAN or CHIVRAN, to the borders of the CasPtan Sea, then to traverfe 
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Persta from north to fouth, and return to Frances. by the Persrax 
Gur, Bassora, BAGDAD, ALEPPO, and Syria. For fix months, we 
had been in vain expeCting that the envoy extraordinary of the Republic 
would be authorized to furnifh us with the means neceffary for the execu- 
tion of this journey. We felt the moft eager impatience to travel over one 
of the parts of our globe the moft interefting, in regard to natural hiftory, 
geography, ancient and modern hiftory, commerce, &c. when we received 
an account of the detention of Citizen SEMONVILLE, on the neutral territo-. 


ry of the Grisons, by one of the powers inimical.to France. 


It is very certain that the arrival, at ConstTanTINoPLE, of an ambaf 
fador of the Republic had mitigated tlie fate of the French, calmed their 
inquietude, rendered the Porre more circumfpect, and relieved us from. 
the fufpenfe in which we had been fince our departure from Paris. Citizen 
SEMONVILLE, with whom we had conferred feveral times at MARSEILLES, 
was acquainted with the views of the government with refpect to us; he. 
knew what was the primitive object of our miffion; he was not ignorant of 
all the importance which the executive provifional council attached to our- 
political and commercial relations with the Ottoman Empire, and how many 
advantages they hoped, in certain circumftances, to derive fron) a more inti- 


mate union with the Furks. 


Receiving no an{wer to the different letters which we had‘addrefled to the. 
government, we refolved to go and fpend the winter at the DaRDANELLEs, 
or in the Iflands of Greece, far from the agitations and intrigues which the 
various fhades of political opinions had produced among the French, and of. 
which we had, in f{pite of ourfelves, been witneffes. What determined us 
to take this courfe, was that we fhould be thence enabled to return to 
France if we were recalled, or to repair to whatever country of the Otto-. 


man Empire the government fhould in future think it neceffary to fend us. 
We 
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We received, from Citizen Descorcues, all the afiftance that his pre- 
carious fituation allowed him to afford, and we left ConsTANTINOPLE on 
the 6th of Frimaire, year H, (26th of November, 1794,) on board a 
Ragufan vefiel, freighted by a French merchant. The captain had orders 
to go and anchor in the Gulf of Munpanra, in order to take in there 
fome bales of filk which were to be fent to him from Bursa. Thence he 
was to fet fail for Smyrna, and leave us, in paffing, at the DARDANELLES, 


where we had an intention of making fome ftay. 


The day was fine, the temperature of the air very mild, and the fea per- 
fedtly fmooth: the wind, which had been to the fouth for eight days, had 
died away, and appeared likely to fhift to the north: the captain took ad- 
vantage of the firft favourable breath in order to get under fail. We de- 
parted from GALATA at noon, and came to an anchor at funfet, off the 
village of Prinkipos. The wind being faint and variable, we remained 
at this anchorage two days, during which we amufed ourfelves in killing, 
from on board, fome divers, in fhooting, in the ifland, woodcocks and red 
partridges, and in gathering, for our colleétion, feeds, lichens, and a few 


late plants. 


The wind having fettled at north north-eaft, we fet fail, at feven o’clock 
in the morning, for the Gulf of Munpania: at ten, we were a league from 
the coaft fituated between this gulf and that of Nrcomepia, and at noon 
we had doubled Cape Bovz-Bournov. This coat is beautiful, diverfified, 
and rather mountainous; the foil appeared fertile and wooded; we perceived 
fields laid down in corn, a few flocks of fheep, and feveral inconfiderable 
villages. After having doubled the cape, the wind till then favourable, was 
likely to be contrary to us; it obliged us to ply to windward a part of the 
might. We had fome difficulty to get to an anchor half a league from the 
village of GHEMLEK, at two cables’ length fram the fouth coat. 


ee The 
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The anchorage, at the head of the gulf, is excellent; the anchors hold 
well every where; but, in winter, it is moft prudent to approach the dock- 
yard fituated to the fouth, and to bring up at a cable and a half or two cables’ 
length from the fhore; for if a veffel came to an anchor on the fide of the 
village, fhe would be expofed to a heavier fea with a wefterly wind fomewhat 
{trong, and might run the rifk of being driven on the rocks which fkirt that 


coaft, if her cables were too old or too weak. 


The village, called Kros by the Greeks, and Gurzuxiex by the Turks, is 
fituated in the form of an amphitheatre, at the head of the gulf, towards 
the north part: it is built on the ruins of the ancient Crvs, and its popula- 
tion appears to be about two thoufand fouls. The inhabitants, for the moft , 
part Greeks, are occupied in the culture of the land: few among them are 
mariners; feveral are employed againft their will, as workmen, fince the Turks 
have eftablifhed, a quarter of a league from that {pot, a dock-yard for the 
conftruction of fhips of the line. Here, on our arrival, was an eighty gun 
fhip almoft finifhed, the building of which. had been directed by a French 
fhipwright. 


What determines the Turks to build part of their line-of-battle fhips at 
the head of this gulf, is the facility of procuring fhip-timber from the 
mountain, which borders on Otympus, from thofe which lie between the 
Gulfs of Munpania and Nicomepia, and from thofe fituated to the 
fouth of Lake Ascanius. Two fpecies of oak and two {pecies of fir are 
employed; the former ferve for the keel, the ribs or frames, and the 
fheathing; the latter likewife ferve for the frames, and. for all the pieces 
of the infide of the veffel. 


The two fpecies of oak which ferve for fhip-building, are the hatry-cupped 
oak Prare &UL, and the clufer oak, ‘The former, which appears to be the 


Quercus 
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5 
guercus cerris of Linn zus, 13 moft common towards Tocat, SINoprF, 
and Treprsonp, It is that which is brought to the arfenal of Constay- 
TINOPLE from the fouthern fhores of the Brack Sra, and which is moft 
commonly employed for the frame-work of houfes. It is alfo met with in a 
great part of Asta Minor and Syria. It grows to a confiderable height 
and furnifhes an excellent wood. Its leaves are deeply notched, {mooth, of 
a dark green on their upper fide, a little whitifh and pubefcent on their 
under. The fcales of the cup are in elongated filaments, terminated in a 


point *. 


The clufer or falk-fruited oak is more common than the other in the 
environs of Munpania and ConsTaANnTINOPLE. It rifes toa great height, 
affumes a fine ftem, and furnifhes a very hard wood. This tree, whofe 
foliage differs little, at firft fight, from that of the guercus cerris or 
Turkey oak, is neverthelefs remarkable for its elongated fruit, borne on a 


Nender pedicle, two or three inches in. length +. 


Yhe Turks commonly make ufe of the pinus pinea or ftone pine, and of 
a {pecies which approaches to the daricio of the Corficans. The former is 
common towards the maritime coafts of Asta Minor and Syria; it alfo 
grows throughout all Grerce. It acquires a confiderable fize, and its wood, 
hard and refinous, is frequently employed in the fhip-building carried on at 


MunDANIA,. at the DARDANELLES, at MITYLENE, and at RHODES. 


* Quercus orientalis, latifolia, foliis ad coftam pulchré incifiss, glande maxima, cupula crinita, 
Tournerort. Coroll, page 40o.—ld. Voyage au Levant. Vol. i. page 240. 

Pococke’s Travels, vol. ii. tab. 86. 

Chéne a cupule chevelue,.quercus crinitaa Lam, Encycl. Bot. vol. i. page 718. No. 4, 


$ Quercus orientalis, glande cylindri, formi, longo pediculo infidente. Tournerorr, Corall. page 4o.- 
Chéne a grappe, quercus racemofa, Lam, Encyclop. Botan. Vol. 1, page 715. No. 1. 
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The other pine which we found in plenty in the environs of OLympus 
and in all the interior of Asta Minor, bears a ftraight ftem, and acquires a 
confiderable fize and height. Its feeds, which I brought to Paris, have 
come up very well in the garden of Citizen Ces, a.cultivator, and member 
of the National Inftitute. 


The Gulf of Munpanta, Prare /IJ. is deep, rather narrow, and fur- 
rounded by lofty mountains: the one to the north is almoft entirely calcare- 
ous; it is partly fchiftofe, partly formed of fandftone at its bafe. The coaft 
fituated to the fouth prefents, all along the fhore, a hard, mixed rock, con- 
taining pebbles of porphyry, granite, &c. At the head of the gulf is feen a 
fandy beach by no means elevated, and beyond, a {mall fertile plain, watered. 
by a rivulet, which ‘bore the name of the town; and by a little river, known 
formerly by the name of Hyzas. Jn this plain are cultivated various kitchen- 
garden plants, fuch as the folanum melongena, the hibifcus efculentus, the 
water-melon, and feveral fruit trees, among which we remarked the pome- 
granate-tree and a fpecies of apple-tree with oblong fruit, of a very agreeable 
flavour. We procured feveral flips of this apple-tree, and fent them to Con- 
STANTINOPLE in order to be there raifed in the garden of the palace be- 
longing to the embaffy, till we fhould have it in our power to convey them 


ourfelves to FRANCE. 


It is not to be doubted that this apple-tree would thrive in the fouth of 
FrANCE, fince the temperature of GHEMLEK is at leaft as warm as that of 
our fouthern departments, where it is known that the apple-tree vegetates 


padly, and yields only worm-eaten fruit. 


The pomegranates of GHEMLEX are held in fuch eftimation, that the 
Greeks of that village are obliged to pay their perfonal impoft with a certain 


quantity 
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quantity of this fruit, which they fend every year to CONSTANTINOPLE for 


the harem of the Grand Signior. 


Although the olive-tree is much propagated on the rifing grounds of the 
environs, yet the inhabitants are not accuftomed to extract oil from its fruit. 
They prefer gathering the olive when it is perfectly ripe in the months of 
Brumaire and Frimaire, in order to falt it and afterwards fend it to the 
capital, where the Greeks, Armenians, and Jews make, during the whole 
year, a great con{umption of this fruit. The preparation of thefe olives 
confifts in throwing marine falt on them, in a rather large quantity, and 
ftirring them about fo that they may be thoroughly impregnated with it. 
They are afterwards put, for fome days,.into bafkets, and are flightly preffed 
in order to-facilitate the-draining of the aqueous part, after which they are. 


kept in earthen Jars. 


Thefe olives are eaten without any other preparation: they are fometimes 
feafoned. with falt, vinegar, and oil; they are alfo ferved up with folanum 
melongena, pimento,.cclery, and fennel pickled in vinegar, together with 


anchovics, and other falted fithes. 


At GHEMLEK, as well as in the environs of Bursa, the white mulberry- 
tree is cultivated in plenty for the rearing of filk-worms; but here this tree 
is not permitted to grow, as in our climates: it is kept as a dwarf, and 
every year are taken off all the branches which have fhot forth the preceding 
year, in order to be given, with their leaves on them, to the filk-worms. 
After this cutting, the mulbesry-tree puthes forth frefh fhoots which are 


to be cut the following year, as they are wanted.. 


Thefe trees are planted according to the quality of the foil, at the diftance 
of three or four feet from each other; They are not grafted, .becaule it has, 


a no 
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no doubt, been difcovered that the fmaller and more favoury leaves of the 
wild mulberry-tree are of a quality fuperior to thofe which are large, fuccu- 
lent, and by no means fubftantial. It is not, in general, the practice to 
give them manure; fome are watered; but all receive two hoeings, the one 
at the moment of their vegetation, and the other at the end of the fummer. 
This tree, thus cultivated, lafts a great number of years: it forms one of the 
principal articles of wealth of the environs of Bursa, and fupplies a great 
many manufactories of filk ftuffs eftablifhed in that town for the ufe of the 
Orientals. 


A. field planted with mulberry-trees which may have been permitted to 
rife and grow, will, doubtlefs, furnifh a more confiderable quantity of leaves, 
than if it were planted with dwarf mulberry-trees, although the latter are 
much clofer to cach other; but if a cultivator confider the facility that he 
has of procuring at pleafure all the leaf of the latter by cutting the young 
boughs, and the inappreciable advantage of being able to fhelter, by a wall 
or ahedge, the dwarf mulberry-trees from a frozen wind which attacks and 
fo frequently caufes the leaf to wither, in our fouthern departments, at the 
moment of its budding, and, by that means, deprives of their nourifhment 
the filk-worms already hatched, it will be found, perhaps, that this culture 
is not to be neglected, and that it ought to be adopted, at leaft in part, 


in the South of FRANCE. 


The Greeks are great eaters of land-fnails; but they have not, like the 
Roszans, the art of fattening them and making them a monftrous fize by an 
abundant and choice food. They content themfelves with picking them up 
in the fields and keeping them in their houfes, for fome days, in earthen 
jars, in order to make them void all the food on which they have fubfifted. 
They boil them for feveral hours in water with a little falt, after which they 
sake a fauce flrongly feafoned with garlic, parfley, and fpices. We faw the 

Gsrecks 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE, 9 
Greeks of ConsTANTINOPLE and GHEMLEK eat almoft every fpecies of 
European fnails, but more particularly the beautiful chefnut {nail, of which 


weoive the feure, Pr PT ne. tae. 


It is larger than the pomatia or vine-{nail: its {pire is lefs elevated, and its 
mouth lefs large. ‘The whole fhe!l is generally coloured by large zones of a 
chefnut brown, interfected by ether pale zones, of which the one that tra- 
verfes the middle of the laft volute, is diftinguifhed for its whitifh colour. 
The femi-elliptic mouth is in proportion. The hp is obtufe: it forms, with- 
eut, alittle border, and is coated, within, by a brown enamel which increafes 
towards the umbilical region. The bottom of the opening js as if milk-white, 
although tranfmitting the exterior zones *. 

Among the land-fhetls which we found in the environs of GHEMLEK, we 


thall remark two Sudimz which hitherto appear to us unknown to naturalifts. 


t. The zebra bulimus, 7g. 10. a. 6. It is fmooth, whitifh, more or lefs 
marked longitudinally with lines fomewhat rufous. Its twelve volutes are 
alittle convex. Its fummit is obtufe, and its umbilical foramen very percep- 
able. Its mouth is white: it has three teeth placed in the form of a triangle, 


nearly at equal diftances +. 


2. The oval bulimus, fg. 12. ¢. 6. It ts of a whitith colour, clearer 
towards the mouth. It is compofed of fix volutes a little convex and 
imooth. Its thape is that of an egg, fhort and obtufe. It is provided with 


a little wmbilicus. Its mouth is oblong, oblique, narrowed by fix teeth 


* Herix caftanea magna, exumbilicata, deprefiufcule globofa, rufo-caftanea, pallido zonata, callo 
labii obtuft interno et umbilicali fufeo. 


¢t Butimus zebra parvulus, oblongus, umbilicatus, levis, albidus rufo lineolatus; aputura alba 


wqualita triplicique verfu tridentata. 


¥OL. IL, e nearly 
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nearly equal, very diftinct, three on each fide. From this mouth, it ap 
preaches to the bulimus f{carabceus; it is not at all compreffled, and its fize 


is from three lines to three lines and a half*. 


On the 20th of Frimaire (12th of December) the cold was fharply felt for: 
the firft time; there fell five or fix inches of fnow, which brought a great 
many fnipes into the neighbouring woods, and a vaft number af ducks on 
the two little rivers and in the plain. The red partridge and the hare were 
every where in great plenty and of an exquifite flavour. The captain, a de-. 
termined {portfman, had an excellent pointer, fo that we lived well at little: 


expenfe during our flay at GHEMLEX. 


Citizen Toussaint, a fhip-builder, fettled in the village, forgot: nothing: 
to make us pafs our time agreeably, and to procure us every information of 
which we ftood in need. We learnt, with inquietude, that his zeal, for 
the fervice of the Ports, had feveral times expofed him to.being: maffacred: 
by the Turks belonging to the country inland, who accufed him improperly 
of being the caufe of the oppreffion which the government made them ex- 
perience for the felling and the conveyance of the wood neceflary for. the con-- 


ftruction of the fhip with which he was charged. 


Thefe wretches, excited, perhaps, by the treafurer, who hated a fuperine 
tendant whofe manners and probity gave him umbrage, and by a few Greeks. | 
jealous of the preference which a ftranger obtained over them, came one- 
day to the number of upwards of fifty, in the intention of killing him. Citi-. 
zen Toussaint, robuft and courageous, after having efcaped from feveral! 
among them, who affaulted him on his way from the dock-yard to the 


village, fhut himfelf up in his houfe, mounted fix blunderbuffes in front of 


*Burimus ovularis minutus, cvaius, fordide albidus, anfradibus fix; vertia cbtufiffimo; apertura. 


oblique oblongiufeula, fexdentata, 5 


the: 
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the entrance dcor, armed his wife and his fervant, took himfelf a double- 
barrelled gun, two piftols and a fabre, placed a barrel of powder in the 
middle of the houfe, announced to thele ferocious men, who attempted 
to burft open the door, what were his means of defence, and the intention of 
burying himfelf under the ruins of his houfe if they were daring enough to 
enter it. Some attempted to get in at the windows; but every where they 
found a man who prefented death to them. The inhabitants of the village, 
through pity, attachment, or intereft*, foon haflened to his affiftance: 
they had no great difficulty to difarm, by their tears and their intreaties, 
men whom the courage of Citizen Toussaint had already fhaken, and who 


found it, no deubt, more prudent to retire to their habitations, than te 


hazard their life againft him who defended fo well his own. 


Though the feafon was not very proper for herborizing, we, neverthelefs, 
found a few interefting plants: we faw, in flower, on the hedges, the ever- 
green virgin’s bower, and towards the fea-fide a pretty daphne, which we 
met with again in Syria, in the interior of Asta Minor, and which Tour- 
werort had difcovered in Crete }. There was alfo on the rifing grounds a 


new f{pecies of /purtium ||, a fhrub which grows to the height of five feet, of 


{ * ‘The Turkith government, in cafe of murder, exa&s a heavy fine from the inhabitants: 
4 Clematis cirrbofa. Linn. —Lamark, Encyclopédie Betanique. Climatite. No.9. 


t Thymelea Cretica, olee folio fubtus ville. Tourn. Corroll. page 41. 
Lamarg, Encyclop. Bot. Laurécle. No. 22. 
Daphne collina, Smavu. Spicil. Fafe. 2, page 16, tab, 18. dug, Neapolitan Mezereon. T’. 


\| The ftem while yet young of this /fartium has three angles which are imperceptibly ob- 
literated: it fhoots forth a great number of branches, which are alternate, flexible, and of a 
whitifh green. The leaves almoft feffile, are ternate, and deftitute of ftipules, The flowers, 
of a golden yellow and provided with bractes, are difpofed in clufters at the top of the 
branches: to thefe fucceed oblong pods truncated at their fummit. 

Citizen Vertenat, who is publifhing an account of the plants cultivated in the garden 
of Citizen Cris, has caufed this fpartinm to be drawn, and intends to infert it in one of his 
approaching fafciculi, under the name of /partinm parvifiorisme 


co which 


12 TRAVELS IN THE 


which we fent to the national garden of plants, and to Citizen Cers, fome 


aeug ra 


feeds that have come up very well. 


We faw every where in the woods the andrachne and the arbutus loaded. 
with flowers and fruit; the former, which feels the cold a little more than 
the other, grows not in the environs of ConsTANTINOPLE; we found it in 
plenty near the Heriesponr, in the iflands of the AncuipeLaco, on the 
coaft of Asta Minor, andinSyria. It fhoots up fometimes to the height 
of a tree; but it more generally preferves that of a fhrub. Its trunk, fmooth 
and red when the epidermis of the year has fallen, the beauty of its foliage, 
its cluftered flowers, its fruits of a bright red—every thing concurs to render 
it one of the moft elegant fhrubs of the Levant. If the arbutus is inferior 
to it in point of port, items, foliage, and flowers, it claims a fuperiority for. 
its fruits. Thofe of the andraclne are f{maller than thofe of the arbutus: 
they have a fourifh and rough tafte, which does not equal the rather flat 


{weetnefs of the other. 


From the neighbouring mountains are perceived the Lake Ascawrus and 
the fertile plain of Nicgza, of which I fhall have occafion to fpeak elfe- 
where. It is reckoned two or three hours’ walk from GHEMLEK to the- 
lake, and feven or eight to go as far as Nicea. Bursa lies nearly at the 
fame diftance. Thefe places remind us of the fecond battle fought near 
Crus, in the year 193, of the chriftian era, between Lucius Septimius 
Severus and Pescennius Nicer, who difputed with each other the 
empire of the Romans after the death of the virtuous Perrinax, maf- 
facred by an undifciplined and corrupt foldiery. They alfo remind us of the 
efforts made by the firft Turkith emperors to get poffeffion of GuEMLEK*. 


Oruman, already mafter of almoft all Brruywra, had attempted in vain to 


* Some authors write Kenz/uk, 


ener fubdue 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 13 


fubdue Bursa and GuemLeK: Orxuan, his fon, obtained the former 


without bloodfhed, and the latter after a year’s fiege. 


Ships and boats which trade to Bursa, almoft always repar to Mun- 
DANIA, a {mall town fituated in the middle of the gulf, on the ruins of 
Myriea or Aramea: it feldom happens that they come to GHEMLEK, be- 
caufe the anchorage of Munpayta is very good, the communications be- 
tween it and Bursa are more eafy, more frequent, and the diftance from it 


1s lefs. 


On the firft of Nivofe, (21ft of December,) at fun-rife, the wind being. 
to the eaft-north-eaft, we weighed anchor, and ftood on for our deftination. 
Before night we pafled the little Mland of Caro Limno, commonly known, 
under the name of Pore’s Istanp: it is by no means elevated, almoft flat, 
tolerably fertile, as we were told, and inhabited only by Greeks. This is the 
ancient Beszicos, fituated three leagues from the coaft, facing the river 


Ruywoacus, at this day called Mixaxirza, 
) y 


The wind frefhened a little, and became north-eaft at fun-fet. At three 
or four o’clock in the morning, the captain, having Judged that that we had 
paffed the ifland of Marmora, hove to in order not to enter the channel 
by night. We accordingly found ourfelves, at break of day, to the north- 


weft of that ifland, two leagues from the Iflet of Garpovra. 


Marmora has received its name from a white marble, a little veined with 
gray and bluith, which is thence extracted in great quantities. Although 
its grain is not fine, nor its colours beautiful and mixed, the Greeks, never- 
thelefs, efteemed it formerly and frequently made ule of it: they diftinguithed 
it. by the name of Cyzrcus marble, becaufe that peninfula furnithed, per- 


. haps, fome of the fame quality, or becaufe the town of the fame name ferved 


as 


14 TRAVELS TN an 

as an emporium for it. Fragments of it are found among the ruins of almot 
all the ancient cities: pillars of it are feen in various places, and particularly 
in the mofques of Consranvinopie. At the prefent day this marble is 
worked only for the fepulchral {tones made ufe of by the Turks, the Arme- 


nians, and the Europeans: it is feldom employed in the conftruction of houfes. 


This ifland is about twelve leagues in circuit: it is lofty, mountainous, and 
tolerably fertile; it contains feveral towns or villages rather populous: it has 
two harbours by no means extenfive, fituated tothe fouth. Veffels furprifed 
by a northerly wind fomewhat ftrong, go thither fometimes to feek a fhelter. 
The inhabitants have a few flocks of fheep; they cultivate the vine, the 


olive-tree, and cotton, and gather various f{pecies of grain. 


Marmora formerly bore the names of Nerris, ELapHonnesus, and Pro- 
CONNEsUS*, on account of the quantity of ftags which were there to be 
met with. I believe that none exift there at this day, as the woods are 


deftroyed, and the mountains are almoft naked. 


On entering into the channel, we with pleafure directed our looks towards 
the coaft of Europe: we remarked a mountain parallel to the fhore, at no 
great diftance from the fea, and beheld a fertile foil, tolerably well culti- 
vated. The coaft of Asia fixed our attention more; it is flat, marfhy to 
beyond the Grawicus, and extremely fertile in the places which are not in- 
undated: the mountains that are difcovered at fome diftance, are very wooded, 
and loftier than thofe of Europe. We for a long time contemplated Mount 
Oxtymeus entirely covered with fhow, and bad adieu to Co NSTAN TINO Pies 


to the Propontis, and to Cyzicus, which we regretted not having 


* Nevris, vGpos, the fawn of adoe; Elaphonnefus, from «rages, a ftag, and from xeos, ifland ; 
Proconnefus, from por, mpoxos, which alike fignify a young flag, and from wngos, ifland. 


vifited, 
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vifited, and to all thofe places fo famous in hiftory, and fo worthy of that 


fame. 


The obje&ts to which our eyes were directed on both fides of the channel, 
difappeared with the greaceft rapidity: we had the wind right aft, and the 
ftream of the waters accelerated our progrefs, fo that, at ten o’clock in the 
morning, we found ourfelves off Garntpoi. This town, at prefent the moft 
confiderable of thofe fituated on the Hriiespon’, paffed into the power of 
the Turks, under the reign of Joun Patroxocus, and was taken by Sott- 
MAN, fon of OrxHay. It contains within its walls about fifteen or fixteen 
thoufand inhabitants, Greeks, Muflulmans, and Jews; and 1s fituated on a 
ledge of rocks which the waters have undermined. It projects, and forms a 
fort of cape, at the extremity of which is placed a lighthoufe for guiding 
mariners, and pointing out to them the route which they are to take when 
they enter the channel by night. Another ts feen for the fame purpofe, 
almoft oppofite, on the coaft of Asta. The channel grows narrow all at once 
off GaLLipo i, fo that it is not a league in width. The fea forms a cove 
to the fouth of the town, which ferves as a harbour for boats which come 


and anchor there, as well as for fhips thwarted by the wind. 


The mountain, of which I have before fpoken, has imperceptibly funk, 
and gives place to hills deprived of culture and of al] ornament. That of 


Asta, on the contrary, has drawn nearer and prefents a natural land{cape of 
the greateft beauty. 


Lampsacus, off which we found ourfelves almoft immediately, poffeffes 
a charming foil, extremely fertile, and well watered. This town, formerly 
much more confiderable than GaALLIPozI, was famous for its gardens, its 
vineyards, and the goodnefs of its wines, for its temples, and, above all, for 
the worfhip which the inhabitants paid to the god Prusrvs. It is no longer 


I any 
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any thing at this day but a mean village, inhabited by fome Greeks and fome 
Turks: it ftill preferves a few vine-plots on the rifing grounds in the neigh- 
bourhood; but its fine gardens have difappeared : on the ruins of its temples, 
has been erected a mofque, and the worfhip paid to the God preferver of the 


Univerfe, is replaced by offerings to the Panayta. 


As far as the Point of Naaanra, on which are ftill to be remarked the 
ruins of Apypos, the Hretirsront prefents nothing remarkable but the 
fertile and verdant hills by which it is bordered, and a few vallies more or lefs 
cultivated. Although the diflance from Lamupsacus to AByDos is alfo 
upwards of fifteen miles, our progrefs was fo rapid, that we had foon cleared 
that fpace, and were able, about one o’clock in the afternoon, to bring up 
at the excellent anchorage which lies to the fouth of this cape. We haftened 
to land our baggage, and to proceed to the town, nearly two miles diftant. 
Citizen Bermonp, vice-conful of the Republic, had been expecting us for 
fome days; he had had the civility to have apartments prepared for us in the 
conful’s houfe: he was fo kind as to accompany us in our excurfions, and 
neglected nothing to render the fay that we made at the DaRDANELLES as 


agreeable as ufeful, 


CHAPTER 
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CHA PL Ea I. 


Stay at the Dardanelles. —Defeription of the Hellefpont; and of the towns 


fituated on its fhores.—Productions and commerce of thofe countries. 


Tue HeEvLespont, or Sea of HELve, is thus named becaufe that princefs, 
daughter of Arnamas, king of TuexpeEs, wifhing to conceal herfelf, with 
her brether PHryxvus, from the perfecutions of Ino, their mother-in-law, 
had the misfortune to be there drowned. It is faid that, mounted with her 
brother on a ram covered with a golden fleece inftead of wool, fhe ventured 
to crofs the channel which feparates Torace from Troas; but when fhe 
found herfelf in the middle of the waters, fhe was fo terrified at the danger 
to which fhe had imprudently expofed herfelf; that the fell into the fea, 
avhere fhe met with the death which fhe was endeavouring to avoid. The 
Greeks, touched by her misfortunes, in order to eternize the remembrance of 
this event, gave the name of the unfortunate princefs to the arm of the fea 


in which the perifhed. 


This fea is more known at the prefent day by the name of the Sfrazé or 
Channel of the Darpanetves, becaufe the modern town at which we had 
juft landed, is called by the Europeans, the DarpaNnELLES; a name which 
has. been tranfmitted to it from the ancient Darpana, Darpania, or Dar- 
DANUS, fituated a few miles lower down; for, according to the ancient geo- 
graphers, it was eight miles to the fouth of ABypos, towards Cape 7RaPEz4, 
commonly diftinguifhed by the name of Barsper’s Cape. The river Ruopivs, 
on which the modern town is built, flowed at nearly an equal diftance from 


ABypos and DaRpDANvws. 


VOL. 1 D In 
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In this town are reckoned fcarcely four thoufand inhabitants, Greeks, 
Muffulmans, and Jews. Its pofition is agreeable, its territory is fertile, and 
its productions are very diverfified. To the north-eaft, is feen a rifing ground 
covered with vines; to the fouth, a plain terminated by a mountain Ly no 
means lofty: this plain extends to the eaft, and then forms a valley extremely 
fertile, watered by the Ruoptus. At the extremity of this valley are found 
indications of a volcano: among others are to be feen confiderable blocks of 
granite, the quartzofe part of which is almoft entirely converted into glafs. 
A little farther on, is a fertile and circular bottom, of fmall extent, fur- 


sounded by mountains covered with wood. 


In- the territory of the DARDANELLES are cultivated cotton, fefamum; 
various kitchen-garden plants, the vine, the .olive-tree, and feveral {pecies of 
fruit-trees. The orange-tree begins to grow Here in the open air; and a tos 
lerably large quantity of grain 1s here collected. The neighbouring mountains. 


furnifh the velanida®* and gall-nut- ufed in trade. 


The waters of the HeLiespont have a rapid ftream oppofite the caftle, 
fituated at the lower end of the town; while they are tranquil or run up into 
the cove, which lies at the upper part, and which: ferves as a harbour 
for the {mall craft that trade brings thither,. as well as to veffels and to- 
fhips of war that fometimes come to an anchor there. The captains of: 
thefe two iaft-mentioned: prefer, However, both in winter and fuminer, the 
anchorage of Nacara, becaufe they: are more fheltered from: the north« 


wind, and: becaufe its bottom. is better.. 


* This is the name given by the modérn Greeks to the cup of the acorn produced by the 
quercus Jigilops. In dyeing, the Orientals, the Iralians, and the Englith, employ this cup, as 
well.as the gall-nut of the. guercus infeeriam-Tranflator. 


The 
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The Hetrespont, at firft fight, refembles a majeftic river quietly carrying 
its waters to the ocean; but, confined within its bed, it is never known to 
pafs the limits which Nature has traced for it. Here are not feen thofe de- 
vaftating overflowings to which countries croffed by great rivers are too fre- 
quently expofed. Neither are there to be met with, in the environs, thofe 
infectious marfhes, thofe ftagnant waters, fo common towards the mouth of 
rivers: here the lands are cultivated, or are naturally covered with verdure 
even clofe to the water. And if the fhores of the HELLEsponr are not 
fecundified by canals of irrigation, if the waters depofit not on the lands a 
fertilizing mud, the communications which it eftablifhes between the Pro- 
pontts and the Brack Sea on the one fide, the MEDITERRANEAN and 
the Ocray on the other, the advantages which agriculture and induftry can 
derive from the facility of conveyance, are benefits greater, perhaps, than 
thofe which would refult, to thefe countries, from the vicinity of a great 


river. 


The Ruoprus takes its fource to the north-eaft of Mount Ina: it receives 
a few rivulets which flow from the neighbouring mountains, and, after 
having traverfed a {pace of twelve or fifteen miles, it difcharges itfelf into the 
He Liespont, by the fide of the caftle of the DarnpaNeEL.es. Its waters, 
by no means abundant in fummer, are kept back and employed in the irri- 
gation of the lands; but in winter, fwelled by the rains which are frequent in 
that feafon, it occupies a bed fufnciently large to deferve the name of river. 
The inhabitants of the DarpaNeLLes have conftructed a wooden bridge 
at fome diftance from its mouth, in order to be able to crofs at all times to 


the left bank, and repair to the fields that they cultivate beyond it. 


Behind the caftle, between the town and the river, is a tolerably extenfive 
walk, naturally turfed and fhaded by very tall plane-trees. Although this 
place is very cool and very agreeable, it is fcarcely at all frequented by the in- 


D2 habitants 
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ty 


habitants of the town: one there meets with none but Europeans, whom 


commerce and curiofity bring into this country. 


Three miles from the DanDANELLEs, in afcending towards the north, are 
found, on a fpot refembling a plain of a triangular figure, a few vettiges of 
the ancient Anypos. The ground is elevated and covered with heaps of 
rubbifh, among which are to be diftinguifhed bricks, fragments of potter’s 
ware, pieces of granite, and marble of every fpecies. A few fhapelefs maffes 
of mafonry are perceived along the anchorage, fituated to the fouth-weft. 
On the neighbouring coaft is feen a road deeply dug, by which the inhabi- 
tants of AByDos repaired to a fertile plain that lies to the eaft. The city 
occupied the fouthern part of the triangular {pot which I have juft mentioned,. 


and extended to part of the rifing ground that faces the channel. 


There is not, on the fhores of the HeLLespont, a fituation more agree- 
able and more advantageous than this for a town; for, independently of the 
oa of the whole channel, of its two fhores, and even of Tenrpos*, befides 
the means which there would be to fortify it, being furrounded. by the fea 
and an infulated hill, the anchorage is unqueftionably the moft {pacious and 
the moft fafe of the Hetiespont; and if the Turks really wifhed to pro- 
hibit the entrance of the PRoponrTis to an enemy’s fleets, there would be no 
place more proper for the erection of a battery, than the point of Nacaras;. 
for fhips always approach this point in f{pite of themfelves, on account of the 
falient angle which the land makes in this place. Befides, this part of the 


channel is almoft as narrow as that of the fecond caftles. 


Two leagues to the fouth-eaft of ABypos, is feenSinirts, a fmall rivulet 


which would no longer be thought of, did it not indicate the pofition of 


* The gently-rifing ground of Troas allows the Ifland of Tengpos to be perceived. 


ARISBA, 
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ArrssBa, near which the army of ALEXANDER encamped, while that con- 
> 


queror was occupied in vifiting the ruins of Troy. 


Geographers are not agreed refpecting the pofition of the ancient Darpa- 
nus: fome place it on Cape Trapeza; and others, at the foot of Mount 
Ipa. I found not in the environs of that cape, commonly called Barzer’s 
Caper, any veftige, any trace of a town; neither did I perceive rubbihh, 
bricks, nor heaps of ftones. The very ground, uneven, hilly, by no means 
fertile, and deftitute of water, appears little calculated for the fituation of a 
town of any confequence. I fufpeét, with the latter, that it ftood inland; 
for in the times when people could appreciate all the advantages of a mari- 
time trade, and even fometimes receded from the fea-fhores, in order to be 
lefs expofed to the incurfions of pirates, they muft have preferred fuch fitu~ 
ations as placed the inhabitants within reach of the fields which they culti- 


vated, and from which they derived all their riches. 


Beyond the cape, the coaft is white and chalky, which has occafioned 
it to be given by mariners the name of Wuire Sprors: here it is that veffels, 
waiting for a favourable wind for afcending the HELLEspPont, generally 


anchor. 


We were not more fortunate in our fearch for Opurynxium, which is placed 
between Darpanus and Rua@vrevs: as for the latter, it appears, that it 
is fituated between the promontory of that name and the tomb of Ajax, 
to judge of it from the fragments of potter’s ware and bricks which are there 
to be found; for it is well known, that nothing indicates in a more certain 
manner the pofition of ancient cities. Monuments crumble away, the ma- 
terials are carried off, the plough levels the foil; fragments of bricks and pot 


ter’s ware alone refift time and the hand of man. 
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When you have pafled the tomb of Asx, fituated on an eminence, you 
fee even beyond the Simois, a low, fandy plain near the fea, very fertile in 
proportion as you recede from it. But before we travel over Troas, and 
vifit thofe places which hiftory has rendered fo famous, let us return to the 


He tiespont, and tranfport ourfelves to the coaft of Europe, 


According to the poets and the greater part of the Greek hiftorians, 
Sestos was fituated oppofite to Abypos, at the moft narrow part of the 
channel. Thofe two towns are become famous from the loves, real or fabu- 
lous, of LEaAnpER and Hero, whofe end was fo unfortunate. LEANDER 
lived at Azypos: Hero was at SgsTos, a prieftefs of Venus. Too con- 
fident, no doubt, in his ftrength and fkill, Leanper, in order not to be 
difcovered, for a long time, fwam acrofs the HELLespont, guided by a 
torch which his miftrefs lighted on the top of a tower: but, in a tempef- 
tuous night, LEanpeEr, having too imprudently committed himfelf to the 
waves, could not reach the other fhore, and was unfortunately {wallowed up 
‘by the agitated waters. Hero, in her defpair, threw herfelf into the fea, in 
order to fhare the fate of her lover. 


Procorius places Sesros in the cove the neareft to ABypos: he even 
adds, that the emperor JusTinran caufed a citadel to be built near that 
city: the remains of this citadel are ftill to be feen clofe to the fea-fhore. 
The firft courfes of mafonry in hewn-{tone, on which the wall was erected, 
are there to be diftinguifhed. This wall forms a talus of about fifteen inches. 
The tower, fituated at the extremity of the citadel, is round and ina great 
meafure deftroyed: the remains of an arch, which formed the firft ftory, are 
fill to be perceived. Its walls, as well as thofe of the citadel, are built with 
feveral courfes of rough, unhewn ftones, and feveral courfes of bricks laid 
flat the one on the other in three or four rows. On the declivity of the 
hill, the walls of the ancient city may very eafily be traced. Within the 


3 enclofure 
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enclofure of thefe walls, lie heaps of ftones, among which are to be diftin- 
guifhed bricks, fragments of potter’s ware, pieces of granite and marble.. 
It is probable, that this rubbifh has been heaped up for the purpole of 
clearing the ground, and putting it into a ftate of cultivation; and that, in 
this manner, the remains of the monuments that might there be met with 


have been deftroyed.. 


Four miles from Sesros, in afcending the channel, is another harbour,. 
near which is feen only a fimple habitation of dervifes, occupied by three) 
or four Muffulman monks. ‘This anchorage, one of the beft of the whole 
channel, is little known to moft of the mariners who frequent the feas of the 
Levant, becaufe they prefer, with reafon, that of NAGARA as more 
within reach of Maira.and the DarpDANELLES, where they. procure fuch 


provifions as they are in want of.. 


Facing Apypos, a fhort. league to the-fouth-weft of Sestos, is feen at 
the head of an extenfive and not very deep cove, the village of Maira, 
built on the ruins of AZarypos. Some remains of old mafonry are full to be 
found'on a hillock, which overlooks the modern town fituated on the fea- 
fhore. Ata little diftance from Mapyros was formerly Cezos Porrvs, 
a:{mall town which was witnefs of the -fea-fight that took place between the 
Athenians and the Lacedzmonians, a fight in which the latter were con- 
quered and obliged to give up to their. rivals the empire of the. HeLLe- 


SPONT. 


The territory of Maia, although by no means fertile, farnifhes fome 
fruits, a little corn, fome wine, and, in particular, cotton. Moft of the 
inhabitants are feamen: the others apply. themfelves to the culture of the 
Jands and to the manufacture of fail-cloth, for which they employ the 


cotton 
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cotton that they gather, and a fmall quantity which they purchafe, either 


at the DARDANELLES or at GALLIPOLI. 


Two leagues from Maira, facing the DaARDANELLEs, at the moft 
narrow part of the channel, is feen a village by no means confiderable, 
known by the name of the Szconp CasttE or Evropr. ‘The citadel 
which ftands below the village, on the {ca-fhore, and of which TourNEFoRT 
has given a drawing, is no better calculated for defending at this day the 
entrance of the channel, than that of Asia: neither the one nor the other 
would not long hold out againft fhips of the line that might attack them. 
Their monftrous guns, without carriages, loaded with bullets of marble or 
granite, of about two feet in diameter, would foon be abandoned by gunners, 
who could neither manage them, nor point them, nor even load theny with 


facility. 


This village, fituated at the foot of a hill rather lofty, affords to the 
inhabitants of the DARDANELLEs a very agreeable land{cape, embellifhed 
almoft always by the fhips and boats which are inceflantly afcending the 


HELLEsPont, or making fail for the ARCHIPELAGO. 


The inhabitants of this village are lefs induftrious than thofe of Maira: 
the greater part of then are Turks attached to the duty of the citadel, or 


employed in carrying over in boats the perfons who are repairing from the 


one town to the other. It is the Greeks who apply themfelves more parti-. 


cularly to the culture of the lands. I faw, for the firft time, in their ter- 
nitory, hives fiut up in buildings more or lefs f{pacious, according to the 
quantity of bees that were there reared. The object of this building in 
mafonry, carefully fhut, is to fecure thofe infects from the cold during the 
winter, from the heat during the fummer, and at all times from the hand 
of man, far more dangerous than the inclemency of the feafons, 

1 A league 


e 
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A league from the fecond caftle of Eurovs, on defcending the Wrire- 
sPont, is perceived ona height another dwelling of dervifes, inhabited by 
a few Turkifh monks, whofe fundlion confifts in making fignals for the veflels 
and fhips of wat which enter the channel, and in difplaying from time to 
time the Ottoman flag. Thence’ to the firft caftle of Evroreg, the coat 
is uncultivated, and prefents nothing remarkable, except. a tomb which 1s 
fuppofed to be that of Hecusa, placed above the promontory of CynossEma, 
and the remains of an aqueduét, which probably brought.the water necef- 
fary for the inhabitants of Hiaus, a town formerly fituated at the entrance 


of the Herirspont, on the coait of Europe, 


On the ruins of Eraus, at this day is feen a Turkifh village, called 
Exnpanarn-Kaersst, at the foot of which is built the firft caftle of Europes. 
To the weft of this caftle, is ftill feen the tomb of Prorrstuaus, king of 
Tuessary, killed by Hector, and a few veftiges of a temple to which 
his devotion to his country’s caufe had entitled him. ProtesrLaus was the 
firft of the Greek heroes who fet his foot on the coaft of Astra, although the 
oracle had thrice announced, that the man who firft landed on the Trojan 


fhore, would lofe his life. 


Thence to Critra, a Greek village fituated to the north, up the country, 
may be reckoned about two hours’ journey. Ik is well known, that there 
was a town of the fame name in the Cherfonefus of Turace, ata little 
~ diftance from the fea-fhore, in the fame place, probably, where the modern 
village is built. You arrive there by an uneven ground, and a fmall plain, 


the earth of which is partly whitith and cretaceous. 


We had no where feen the red partridge fo common as in this plain and 
in the groves of pine which ftand in the environs. The hare is here in equel 
plenty and very well tafted. During the winter, a great many woodcocks 
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are found in the uncultivated, fhaded, and moift vallies. Neither is the 
wild boar fcarce: as the latter does a great deal of injury to culture, and is 
particularly fond of grapes, the Greeks hunt it fometimes and kill a great 
number: but the quadruped the moft common in all thefe countries, is the 


jackal, of which J fhall frequently have occafion to fpeak. 


In the environs of the DarpANELLES, I was one day witnefs of the manner: 
in which the Greeks fhoot partridges, lefs with a view of procuring them- 
felves an excellent article of game, than for the. purpofe of diminifhing the 
number of the enemies of their crops. This {port confifts in carrying a gun. 
and a fort of banner rolled up, ftriped with very lively colours, fomewhat 
fimilar to a harlequin’s jacket.. As foon as they perceive. at a diftance a covey 
of partridges, they unroll the banner, and approach by degrees thofe birds. 
till they have got within gun-fhot of them. The fowler thrufts into the, 
ground the ftaff of the banner, and, through an aperture made on purpofe,. 
hie fires on the partridges, which are fo terrified, that. they fquat and fuffer 
themfelves to bé killed, the one after the other, rather than fly away. The. 
greateft difficulty the fowler experiences, is to perceive them; for that pur- 
pofe, he turns round them,. conftantly concealed behind the banner, and as 
foon as he perceives one of them, he fires at it, and goes on in the fame. 
manner-till he has deftroyed the whole covey. This fport is practicable, as 
is féen, only in cultivated plains, and on lands not much covered with 


herbage and bubhes.. 


Thie portion of land comprifed between the HeELLEspownt and the Gulf 
of Saros,. known by the name of the Cherfonefus or peninfula of Turacr, 
is little more than from three to four leagues in its greateft breadth: it 1s 
nearly twenty from the fouthern extremity to the long wall, ALacronTicuos, 
which feparates the peninfula from the continent. At the end of this wall; | 
towards the ProponTis, was the town of the fame name, on which there 

DOW 
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now remain only a few habitations that the harbour maintains. Inland, 
ftands the village of Hrxamrna, which has preferved the name that was given 


it, on account of the diftance that there is from the one fea to the other. 


The land of this peninfula is uneven, hilly, and not fo good, in general, 
as that of the coaft of Asta. There are, however, a few vallies of the greateft 
fertility, and fome plains tolerably productive. The lands are chalky in fome 
places: the hills and rifing grounds are all calcareous: here are to be found 
fome foffil fhells, to which there are none analogous belonging to the feas of 
Europe. In the environs of Maira, is feen, at the foot of hills, a foft 
fand-ftone, or a pure fand; and in the cove of Sresros is remarked, at up- 
wards of twenty feet above the level of the fea, a tolerably thick bank of 
marine conchylia, the fpectes of which all belong to the MEDITERRANEAN. 
This bank formerly extended, no doubt, into Asia, for, beyond the hill 
of Apypos, the plain affords in a rather large quantity the fame fhells that 


we had feen in this bank *, 


Different French, Italian, and Englifh merchants, have feveral times at- 
tempted to eflablifth commercial houfes at the DarnpaNELLes; but they have 
never been able to fucceed in this: they had, undoubtedly, not remarked 
that the merchants of CoNSTANTINOPLE, preferving over them the advan- 
tage of refiding in the capital, where the confumption is very confiderable, 
were equally within reach of furnifhing the articles of which the towns fitu- 
ated on the HeLLesponT are in want, and of there making, with no le(fs 
facility than economy, the purchafe of thofe which are demanded of them. 
The Jew, Greek, and Armenian traders, through whofe hands it is necefary 
to pafs in every cafe, are very glad to preferve the connexions which they 


have with the merchants of ConsTanT1NOPLE, whom they confider, 


* Offrea edulis, venus chione, venus cancellata, folen vagina, buccinum reticulatum, cerinthiun vul- 


gatum, S&C. 


E 2 be fides 


28 TRAVELS IN THE 


befides, as better ftocked, and better enabled to make the payments which 


they indicate to them. 


The articles of exportation which the towns fituated on the Heniespony 


can furnifh, are: 


Two or three hundred bales of cotton of various qualities. 

Two hundred quintals of coarfe fpun cotton. 

A great many coarfe cotton cloths, 

‘Three or four hundred bales of wool of inferior quality. 

A great quantity of Turxery leather or Morocco, prepared in the Dar- 
DANELLES and at GALLIPOLI. ° 

Three or four hundred quintals of galls. 

A more confiderable quantity of velanida. 

‘Twelve or fifteen thoufand hare-fkins. 

Sixty or eighty quintals of wax. 


Very little madder root. 


Maira and the DarDANELLEs fend a little wine to the capital, and alfo 
{ell fome to the captains of the veffels that may chance to anchor in their 
harbour or in the environs. The latter find at all times, at the Darpa- 
NELLES, bifcuit, new bread, poultry, eggs, herbage, different vegetables, 


and other provifions of which they may ftand in need during their voyage. 


At the DarpaNELLes is manufactured a vaft deal of coarfe potter’s 
ware, the greateft part of which is fent to ConsTanTINOPLE. Although 
its quality is very good, and the varnifh adheres well, one is furprifed to fee 
on it flowers, and other ornaments, which are effaced by time, and are not 


incorporated with the varnith. 


The 
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The Republic of Venice was formerly the only power that had a conful 
of its nation at the DarpANELLES. FRANCE, ENGLAND, GERMANY, 
Russra, and the other maritime powers, had there only agents of the 
country, Jews or Greeks, who difcharged the functions of conful, if not 
with intelligence and probity, at leaft with the greateft zeal, by means of 
a barat of drogueman, which placed them under the immediate protection 
ef an ambaffador, and afforded them the enjoyment of all the privileges 
granted to Europeans. But within thefe few years, the French govern- 
ment has here eftablifhed a vice-confulate, hoping that a national agent 
would protect more efficacioufly the veffels which are obliged to make a flay 
here; that he would furnifh, befides, to the fhips of war that anchor at the 
Wuite Spots, the affiftance of which they migit be in want, and that he 
would tranfmit to the ambaffador all the news which his fituation enables 


him to gather. 


Ships of war belonging to the powers in amity with the Ottoman Porrer, 
enter the channel without obftacle, and caft anchor at the //nrre Spots and’ 
off Barzper’s Point; but they cannot, in any cafe, pafs the fecond caftles 
without an exprefs permiffion of the fultan. Merchant-veffels may ftand on 
if the wind permit, and proceed direftly to CoNsTANTINOPLE, or to any 
port of the Proronris that they may think proper; but, on their return, 
they are obliged to anchor at Nacara or at the DaARDANELLES, in order. 
to be there vifited. It is generally the day after their arrival that this vifit 
takes place: its objedt is, to afcertain whether all the duties have been paid 
at the capital; whether prohibited goods have not been fhipped without 
permiffion; or whether there are not on board runaway flaves or fubjects, not 


Muffulmans, who would with to quit their country. 


CHaAPiER 
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CHAPTER III. 


Excurfion to 'Troas.—Defcription of that country.—Sketch of tts population 
and productions.—Of the oaks which produce the gall-nut and the vela- 
nida ufed in trade. 


Arter having vifited, founding as we went, almoft all the coafts of the 
HeELLeEsponrt, and having penetrated, in various points, into the interior 
of the country, in order to afcertain its productions, we haftened to vifit 
Troas, and caft our eye over places which the genius of the Greeks and 
Romans have rendered fo famous. We embarked at the DaRDANELLES 
on the roth of Pluviofe (29th of January) on board a Turkith caique, with 
a northerly wind rather frefh, and in two hours we reached the firft caftle 
of Asta. We immediately caufed our mattreffes and our provifions to be 
carried to the Greek village fituated on Cape SiczuM, where we hoped to 
be more quiet, and to find greater facility for profecuting our obfervations 


far from the fufpicious looks of the Muffulmans. 


We were very agreeably furprifed in vifiting Troas, with the Ziad ‘in 
one hand, and the map of Citizen LecHEVALIER in the other, to find 
the greateft exactnefs in the pictures which Homer has tran{mitted to us. 
It is true, there is fcarcely any longer to be found a trace of the cities which 
exifted in thefe countries: the inhabitants even have difappeared; but the 
courfe of the Simois and that of the ScAMANDER have not changed: ‘we 
perceive, on the banks of the katter, the marfhes of which Homer makes 
mention: time has not been able to deftroy the hillocks of earth under which 
repofe the athes of the heroes whofe names have been handed down to 
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us; the waves of the fea have not produced any perceptible change on the 
coaft: the lands are {till fertile, and fufceptible of fupporting a great number 
of inhabitants: forefts of pines and oaks {till cover Mount Ipa, and all the. 


mountains which prefent themielves to the eaft of Troas. 


Some of the learned have been defirous of proving that the war of which 
Homer fpeaks, has not taken place; they.add, that Troy has never ex- 
ited, and that the whole Z/’ad is a romance. ‘The obje& of our refearches, 
in travelling over thefe countries, was not to know whether we ought to 
confider as a fable, embellifhed with the charms of poetry, or as an hiftorical 
trait confiderably altered, that long and cruel war which all the fovereigns of 
GREECE waged again{ft the Trojans for a princefs carried off from her. 
hufband; a terrible war, in which, on both fides, a great number of war- 
riors and heroes were facrificed: a war in which all the gods of Otrympvs 
took a very active part. The ilufion produced in our mind by the writings 
of the prince of poets, was too dear to us to endeavour to deftroy it by: 


reflections perhaps judicious: 


We had fo much pleafure in meafuring the extent of the camp of the 
Greeks, in beholding the place of their debarkation, in following the banks 
of the Simois-and of the ScaMANDER, witnefles of fo many exploits; in 
looking for the hill of fig-trees, the object of ANDRoMECA’s inquietude; in 
finding again the traces of In1on and Pzrcamus, in contemplating thofe 
heaps of earth under which repofe the afhes of the Greek and Trojan 
heroes: we had fo much pleafure, I fay, that we thould, perhaps, at that 
moment have: turned a deaf ear to him who might have wifhed to per- 


fuade us that nothing in thefe places affords intereft and retraces recollections. 


But whatever opinion may be adopted refpecting the war of T’Roy, and 
the exiftence of that city, fince the publication of the interefting travels of 


a Citizen 
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Citizen LECHEVALIER In TRoas, and the luminous applications which he 


ty 


makes of the paflages of Homer, it is no longer allowable to doubt that 
the author of the Iliad had the moft exact knowledge of a country in the 
vicinity ef the places which he inhabited, and that he had even travelled 
over it befcre he traced the plan of his poem; and, in that cafe, Troas 


and the poem prefent to the traveller all the intereft of truth. 


The diftance from the Darpanettes to the firft caftle of Asia, 
Koum-Kz ess1, 1s about four leagues. Thence to Cape Stczum, on which 
is built’ Yenrrouver-Kevt, is near half a league: the ground continues rifing 
in this latter fpace, and you meet with two toms, which are prefumed 
to be thofe of Acn1LLeEs and Patrocius. Thetown, fituated behind the 
-caftle, on the left bank of the Stmois, on a fandy foil perfedtly level, is not 
near fo extenfive or fo populous as the DaARDANELLES. Neither is the air 
there fo wholefome, on account of the marfhes which are on the oppofite 
bank of the river, and whofe putrid exhalations, in fummer, are carried 
over the town by the north north-eaft wind, which blows uninterruptedly 
during that feafon. Thofe which are feen in the plain, to the fouth of the 
town, alfo contribute to occafion intermittent fevers, and remitting putrid 
ones, towards the end of the fummer, when the wind returns to the fouth. 
The former, anciently known by the name of Patus-stoma, or SroMa- 
iimne’, are fupplied by the waters of the fea; the latter are produced by 
the waters of the ScAMANDER, which fpread over the low lands that 


furround it. 


Beyond the firft-mentioned marfhes lies a little cove, which is thought 
to be the harbour where the Greeks who came to the fiege of Troy landed: 


the Turks call 1 KARAMLIKLIMANI. 


The 
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The Tuymarivs takes its fource to the north north-weft of Mount Ipa, 
traverfes a fertile plain, almoft entirely cultivated, and difcharges itfelf into 
the Srmois, at a little diftance from the fea, If you afcend this river, whofe 
direction is from eaft to weft, after an hour’s progrefs, you find, at fome 
diftance from the left bank, the fpot which Constantine had firft chofen 
for making the capital of the empire of the East. If you ftill proceed for 
another long half hour, you fee, on the right bank, a little village called 
Ha ewi-Kkev1; and quite clofe to it, towards the north-eaft, the ruins of a 
temple, which is fuppofed to have been that of Aponto THymsBreus. 
At a fhort league further on, ftill following the rivulet, you find TuumsBrex- 
KEI, a village built probably on the ruins of Tuympra, a town fituated 
formerly at a little diftance from Darpanus, of which it was a dependency. 


It was in the plain of Taymsra, in the environs of the temple of APoLLo, 
that ACHILLEs, according to fome authors, was ftruck by the fatal arrow 
which Parts let fly at him: Apotto himfelf, by their account, had di- 
rected the arrow, in order to avenge the death of Hecror, and that of 
a great number of Trojans, who had likewife perifhed by the hand of 


ACHILLES. 


We leave to antiquaries to tell us whether the town and the plain had 
received their name from favory, an odoriferous plant, called ¢hymbra by the 
Greeks, or whether that name was given to it by Darpanus, the founder 
of the town in honour of Jaymsrios his friend: we fhall only fay that 
favory grows in abundance in this plain and on all the rifing grounds in thie 


neighbourhood ; 


On quitting this village, we direéted our route to the fouth, leaving on 
the left the firft chain of Mount Ipa. After two hours’ Journey on foot 
over an uneven, hilly foil, almoft entirely uncultivated, we arrived at another 
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village called Axcu-KEuI: the Simois flows a quarter of a league farther. 
We met with feveral flocks of broad-tailed fheep: we inquired of the 
fhepherds, whether there were not on the neighbouring mountains ferocious 
animals, fuch as hyzenas, ounces, wolves, and jackals, which came to attack 
their flocks and carry off {ome flacep: they anfwered us, that this happened 
to them very feldom, becaufe they kept a good watch. We learnt that there 
were on thefe mountains bears, wild boars, and jackals; but we never could 
make ourfelves underftood when we talked of the hyena and the ounce, 
which, in the fequel, we found common in Syria, in Eeyrr, and in 
Persia. It alfo appeared to us that there were very few wolves in thele 
countries, but a great many jackals, which are known to be an animal by 
no means ferocious, and fcarcely ftronger than the fox: jackals are dangerous 


to fheep and goats, only on account of their going in very numerous packs. 


In the middle of the fpring, when the plain begins to be ftripped of its 
verdure by the action of a burning fun, the fhepherds of thele countries, as 
well as thofe of the fouth of France and of Spain, go and feek in the 
yallies, and on the mountains up the country, paftures which the coolnefs 
and moifture there maintain in that feafon. They do not return to the 
vicinity of the fea till the firft rains of autumn have revived vegetation, 
which drought had relaxed or fufpended. 


The Simois takes its fource to the fouth-weft of CoryLus: it flows 
nearly to the weft, traverfes a {pace of from twelve to fifteen leagues, receives 
the Awprius above Inze’kEv1, and feveral other rivulets, and difcharges 
itfelf into the Hexnesronr, half a league to the north north-eaft of Cape 
SiceuM. "That ftream is not fufficiently confiderable to deferve the name 
of river; it is rather a torrent {welled by the rains, at the end of the autumn, 

“in winter, and in the fpring, or by the fudden melting of the fnow which 
falls fometimes in Nivéfe and in Pluvidfe, on Mount Ipa and Corytvs. 
i Its 
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Its bed is tolerably wide; but its waters are feldom abundant, and in 
fummer it is almoft dry, fince a pacha has turned afide the ftream of the 


ScAMANDER, and poured its waters into the AZGEAN SEa. 


The ScaAMANDER takes its rife at the extremity of the plain of Troy, 
from five or fix fprings, one of which is remarkable for its waters fomewhat 
lukewarm. After having traverfed a fpace of fix or feven miles, it dif- 
charges itfelf into the Srmois, a league from the fea. Confined in its bed, 
it experiences no perceptible variation ; its banks are enamelled with flowers 
in almoft all feafons; and, in feveral places, the lands are fo low, and the 
waters fill its bed in fuch a manner, that they fpread themfelves, and form 
feveral marfhes, producing reeds, rufhes, and various aquatic plants. In 
the rainy feafon, the ScamMaNnDER Is lefs confiderable than the Stmois; but 
it has over it the advantage of always having nearly the fame quantity 


of water, and of carrying fertility into the plain that it traverfes. 


We here preferve to the Srmois its name as far as the fea, though almoft 
all the ancients ceafed to give it that name on its junction with the 
ScAMANDER; but, independently of the Srmois having a larger bed, and 
a ftream more extenfive than the other; independently of its receiving in 
winter the waters of all the mountains fituated to the eaft of Troas, the 
SCAMANDER at this day has taken another courfe. Under the reign of 
AxBpuL-Hamip, Hassan, captain-pacha, withing to conftruct feveral 
mills, and to water the lands which he poffeffed towards the Cape of Troy, 
caufed a canal to be dug to the weftward of the little village of ErKEssr-~ 
KEUI, and poured into it the waters of the ScamMANDER: from that time 
they have flowed into the AEGEAN Sega, nearly half a league to the fouth of 
the Cape of Troy. 


F2 The 
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The coaft is low and marfhy at the new mouth of the ScamanpeER: it 
rifes imperceptibly from the Cape of Troy to the village of Yeni-Keur; 
and thence to Cape Sicrum it is fteep. You walk over an eleyated lawn, 
whence the eye meafures without obftacle the whole extent of the plain: 
you perceive at the extremity the rifing ground on which ftood ancient 
Troy: beyond, Mount Ipa prefents itfelf in the form of an amphitheatre, 
and compofes a picture of the greateft beauty. To the north is feen the 
Hewresvonr and the Cherfonefus of Turace; to the weft, the AZcEan 
Sea, and fome of its iflands. TENEDOs is to be remarked from its pyra- 
mida! mountain, its rifing grounds, and its plains covered with vine-plots.. 
The little ifland, called Raspsir fstanp, has never fixed the attention of 
geographers and hiftorians. You diftinguith imperfectly the volcanic Ifland: 
of Lemnos, in which, according to fable, Vuican had eftablithed his forges.. 
To the north-weft, the lofty iflands of Impros and of SamoruRAcE appeared 


to form but one, or even to be confounded with the continent. 


YENITCHER-KEUL™, built on the ruins of Srceum,, ftill prefents a few. 
veftiges of the ancient town. The curious go thither to admire a block of 
marble eight or nine feet long, placed by the fide of the door of a church: 
it bears a Greek infcription, almoft entirely effaced, the words of which. 
follow each other without interruption, that is, that the firft line runs, as 
among us, from left to right, and the fecond runs back from right to left, and 
fo on to the end.. 


On the other fide of the door is feen a bas relief in marble, tolerably well. 


wrought: it reprefents a woman feated, to whom other women. appear to 


* YenitcHer-KEutl, village of the janizaries: it is at this day called Djaour-xevt, 
village of the infidels, fince it is no longer occupied but by Greeks. 


offer 
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offer children in fwaddling-clothes: behind thefe is feen another woman, 
holding a box in one hand, and a vafe in the other. M. pe Cuotseut, 
ambaffador at ConsTANTINOPLE, wifhing to have thefe two pieces of marble 
carried off, applied to fhe Porrz, and obtained permiffion for that purpofe; 
but not having been able to remove the obftacles thrown in his way by the 
inhabitants, he contented himfelf with caufing impreffions to-be taken of the. 


> 


latter. 


To the north of the village, are ten or twelve windmills, which ferve as a 
Jand-mark to mariners: half a league to the fouth, they alfo remark the 
tomb of ANriLocuus, fituated on the elevated lawn of which I have already 
fpoken. ANntTiLocnus, fon of the wife Nestor, perifhed at the fiege of 
Troy, in wifhing to parry the blow that Memnon was ftriking at his father. 
A league more to the foeth, you find, towards the Cape of Troy, the 
tomb of PENELEUS, one of the chiefs of the Thebans*; that of A®sieres 
is a league from the fea, to the eaft of the new mouth of the SCAMANDER, 
it is from the elevated top of this tomb that Porites, fon of Priam, 
trufting to the lightnefs of his heels, came to obferve the movements of 
the Greeks, and watch the moment when they fhould advance towards 
Troy. From this tomb to the city is not quite two leagues: thence it is 
about three to the flores of the HeELLespont, where the Greeks were en- 


camped. 


Withing to afcend the Scamanper to its very fources, we got entangled 


feveral times in marfhes, whence we had fome difficulty to extricate ourf{<ives: 


* Nothing proves that: it is-the tomb of PeneLeus. ‘This opinion, hazarded by 
Cuanpter, has been adopted by Lecnevatier. PenetLeus, according to ome others, «as 
killed by Euriperes, giandfon of Patam, who had br. ught faccour to Troy in > tenth 
year of the fiege, but it appears that his death was polterior to that of Acrisues, ice so 
mention is made of it in Homer, 


3. 
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we were obliged to recede from the river, and take the road that leads to 
Bounar-Bacut. We had a quarter of a league to the right, the little 
village of Boskzur. When we were at the extremity of the plain, we faw 
the firft fource of the ScamaNDER iffue below the road; the Erinvos, 
or the hill of wild fig-trees, was on the other fide: we thought, at firft fight, 
that we perceived remains of an ancient piece of mafonry, which extended 
over the hill, but we foon got the better of our miftake; what we had at firft 
taken for mafonry, was nothing more than the rock itfelf, formed of a fort 
of calcareous affemblage of flints, united by a ftony cement, reddifh, and 


very fubftantial. 


On following the road, we faw feveral other fprings, more or lefs copious. 
We more particularly fought for that fpoken of by Homer, whofe waters are 
hot and fmoking in winter: it is the neareft to the village: it has preferved 
a bafin formed by fome blocks of granite and marble: we plunged our hands 
into it in Floréal, year VI, when, returning from France with Citizens 
FERREGEAU, PAMPELONE, and other Frenchmen, we wifhed to vifit once 
more this interefting country. The waters appeared to us only a little luke- 
warm; but, in winter, we had found them fuch as Homer defcribes them, 
They are very limpid, have fcarcely any flavour, and form no apparent 
fediment. After having watered fome gardens, and traverfed a miry foil, 
where grow willows, elms, rufhes, and reeds, all thefe {prings unite in one 
common bed, the breadth of which is twelve, fifteen, or twenty feet by two 
or three in depth. This is the famous ScaMANDER of which I have already 


made -mention. 


BounaRr-BACHI is fituated to the north-eaft of the luke-warm fpring, on 

a ground gently floping: the population of this village does not amount to 
two hundred fouls, notwithftanding the fertility of its foil, the abundance 
of its paftures, and its advantageous pofition, We haftened to afcend the 
hill 
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hill where, it is to be prefumed, according to Homer, that ancient Troy 
was built: we had already reached two tombs, fituated on a ftony foil, at 
the extremity of the rifing ground, without difcovering as yet any trace of 
an ancient city: we advanced on an elevated fpot, almoft perpendicular, 
at the foot of which meanders the Simois. We had, before us, at a little 
diftance, the firft chains of Mount Ips; we beheld at our feet the Simois, 
flowing between calcareous hills, in a narrow fertile valley: to the north, we 
perceived the HELLEsponr as far as Cape Sicrum: to the weft, we dif- 
covered all the plain; we followed the courfe of the two rivers; we diftin- 
guifhed the tombs of ANs1ETES and ANTILOCHUS3; Wwe were, in a word, 
on the ground of the citadel and of Priam’s palace, and we {till looking 
for the fite of Troy. After an exact fearch, we difcovered a few almoft 
imperceptible fragments of potter’s-ware, and fome remains of mafonry; yet 
it muft be confeffed that, but for the Iliad, one would not fufpect that this 
is the place where exifted that famous city, which for ten years fuftained the 
united efforts of all the fovereigns of GREECE. 


Citizen LecnevarierR thinks, that it occupies all the fpace comprifed 
between Bounanr-BACHI and the precipice, at the foot of which the Srmois 
fhapes its meandring courfe: he places the citadel on the edge of this pre- 
cipice, and the Scean, or weft gates, at the village itfelf: he defignates tlie 
uncultivated hill that les to the fouth-weft, on which are ftill feen the wild 
fig-tree and almond-tree, as well as the Er1nezos or hill of fig-trees, and his 
proofs are inconteftable, if the ScamANDER had its fources at the foot of the 
town, if Troy were built on the S1mois, if, from its pofition, as much as 
from the valour of its warriors, it may have been able to refift for ten 


years a formidable army. 


Half a league to the fouth is feen a mountain covered with wood, which 
_the Turks call Cara-paaG: beyond this mountain flands Ine KeEUvrI, a fmall 
village 
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village built on a rivulet, which is thought to be the Anprrvs of the an- 
cients: a league farther on, is feen Esxr-Sxuprcuv, which Citizen 
NLECHEVALIER fuppofes to be the ancient Sczepsis. The opinion of this 
learned man appears to us to be well founded; for, independently of there 
being no great difference between the Turkith word Sxuprenu and the Greek 
word Sxepsis, Straso fays pofitively that the firft Scepsts was near the 
higheft part of Mount Ipa, which muft make us fuppofe it more to the 
eaft ; but he adds that another town of Scrpsis was afterwards built forty 
ftada from the former, which agrees perfectly with the prefent pofition-of 
SKUPTCHU. 


This town was the country of DemETrius, the grammarian, and of 
feveral illuftrious men. It had many libraries and was famous for its excellent 
paftures. ARTAXERXES, king of PERs1a, made, as is well known, a pre-e 
fent to Tuemistocies, of Percore and Scepsis, for his wardrobe, as he 
gave him Lampsacus for his wines, Macyesra on the Maanoer for his 
bread, and Myownve for his meat. 


After having croffed the Awprivs you get into a valley of the greateft 
fertilitv, in the middle of which the S1mois rolls its waters. This valley 
is four or five leagues in length, by a league or a league and a half in 
breadth. The village of BatramiTcue’, almoft entirely peopled by Turks, 
is fituated at the eaftern extremity of this beautiful plain. 


Cory.xus, which lies three leagues beyond the village, is the moft lofty 
mountain of all thofe which are to the eaft of Troas. Its height, above 
the level of the waters of the fea, is nearly feven hundred and feventy-five 


toifes. 


According 
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According to the number of the villages prefented by the map of this 
country, one of the beft fituated, the moft beautiful, and the moft feriile o 
the East, the reader would be inclined to believe, no doubt, that it is ex- 
tremely populous; but if he confider that not any one of the villages con- 
tains more than three hundred inhabitants*, that the greater part of them 
have not two hundred, and that fome are not equal to the meaneifl of our 
hamlets, he will not be furprifed if I do not eftimate beyond feven or eight 
thoufand all the inhabitants comprifed in that place: I except not even 
from this calculation the firft cattle of Asta, which alone contains near 
one-third of that population. ‘The inhabitants of Troas are far from induf- 
trious; they content themfelves with gathering for their wants, wheat, 
barley, cotton, and fefamum; with rearing a few flocks, and with going on 
the neighbouring mountains to gather the galnut and the velanida ufed in 


trade. 


The oak which furnifhes this galnut (Prare X/V. and Piatt XV.) is 
not at all known to botanifts. It is {cattered throughout all Asta Minor, 
from the Bospuorus as far as Syrra-+, from the coafts of the Arcui- 
PELAGO as far as the frontiers of Persta. It bears a crooked ftem; it 
feldom reaches the height of fix feet, and more frequently prefents itfelf 


under the form of a fhrub, than under that of a little tree. 


Its leaves are fmooth, of a bright green, both above and below, borne on 
a petiole rather fhort: they are toothed, and each tooth is terminated 
by a point by no means fharp. They fall every year at the end of the 


autumn. The acorn is elongated, fmooth, two or three times longer than 


* We muft thence except Baaiamitché, which has near fix hundred. 


¢ Citizen La Brttarpis'rs, member of the inftitute, found it on Mount Caffius in Syria 
YOL. Il, G the 
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the cup; the latter is feffile, in a flight degree downy, and furnifhed with 


Aa 


eh 


{cales not very apparent *. 


The galnut (fg. a.) is hard, ligneous, and heavy: it comes-at the thoots 
of the young boughs, and acquires from four to twelve lines indiameter. It 


is generally round and covered with tuberofities, fome of which are pointed. 


This galnut is much more efteemed when it is gathered before its ma- 
turity, that is, before the iffuing of the infect by which it is produced. 
The galls which are pierced or thofe from which the infect has efcaped, are 
of a brighter colour: they are not fo heavy nor fo proper as the others for 


dyeing. 


The Orientals take care to gather the galls at the precife time that expe- 
rience has proved to be the moft favourable to them: it is that in which 
this excrefcence has acquired its full fize and its full weight. Were they to 
delay gathering te the larva which lives in the infide would there undergo 
its metamorphofis, would pierce it, and appear under the form of a little 
winged infect. The gall-nut thenceforth no longer deriving from the tree 
the juices neceflary for the growth of the infect, would dry up, and lofe 


part of the qualities which render it fit for dyeing. 


~~ 


The agas take care that, towards the middle of Meffidor, the cultivators 
vifit the hills and mountains that are covered with oaks. It is their intereft 
that the galls fhould be of a good quality, becaufe they levy a duty on them. 
The firft galls picked up are laid apart: they are known in the Easr under 


the name of yerli, and diftinguifhed in trade by the terms of dlack galls 


* Quercus infeforia “fuliis ovato-oblongis; finuato-dentatis, glabervimis, decidius 3 Sruaibus 
Seffilibus, longifimis. 
and 
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and green galls. Thofe which have efcaped the firft fearches, and which 


are gathered a little later, called wie. galls, are of a very inferior quality. 


The galls of the environs of Mossoun and of Tocar, and in general 
thofe which come from the eaftern part of Turkey, are lefs efteemed 
than thofe of the environs of ALteppo, Suyrna, Macynersira, Kara- 
HISSAR, D1aRBEKrR, and of all the interior of Narocra. The former 
are fold at Smyrna and at ALEppo, two or three piaftres lefs per quintal 


than the others. 


The inhabitants almoft every where neglect to pick up the acorns; they 
ferve as food for the wild boars and goats: the latter contribute greatly 
to render the oak fmall and ftunted, by devouring, with its fruit, a part of 


its foliage and of its young boughs. 


The diplolepis which produces thefe galls (fg. c.¢.) has a body of a 
fawn colour, with the antenne dark, and the upper part of the abdomen 
of a fhining brown. It is fometimes found under its latter form in the infide 


of the galls which are not yet pierced*. 


On the fame oak are feen a great number of other galls which the inhabi- 
tants negleét to gather, becaufe they are not fit for dyeing. That which 
we have drawn is remarkable from its fize. It is fpongy, very light, of a 
brown red, covered with a refinous coat, and furnifhed with a circular row of 
tubercles placed nearly towards the moft inflated part. It differs, as is 
feen, from that of the faw/n oak, and the infeét which produces it differs 
from it alfo, This is.a diplolepis whofe body is of a brown and fawn colour 
mixed. The antenne and the feet are blackifh +. 


* Diplolepis galle tinGorie. Encyclop. infect. vol. vi. page 281. 


t Diproverss galle refinofe, brunneo teffacecque varius, antennis pedibufque fifiis, 


eae The 
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The modern Greeks name velani*, and botanifts guercus Egilops+, the 
oak which furnifhes the velanidat. It grows on the weftern coaft of Na- 
TOLIA, in the lands of the ArncH1pELAGo, in thofe of Corru and of 
CrePHALONIA, and throughout all Greece. It does not rife to the height 
of our Turxkry oak; its wood is not fo efteemed, and is fcarcely employed 
but in cabinet-work. Its leaves are of a bright green; they are a little 
tomentofe on their under fide; their forra is an oblong oval with fharp 
teeth on their edges, terminated in a fetaceous point. The acorn is big, 
fhort, and a little hollow at its top. The cup is feffile, very broad, and 
clofely befet with long oblong fcales (Prare XJII.) 


It is this cup which the Orientals, the Italians, and the Enelifh employ 
as well as the gall-nut, in dyeing. The ‘French merchants have them fent 
fometimes to MarsrE1Luxs, only for the purpofe of forwarding them to 
Genoa and Lecnorn. Our dyers have hitherto negle€ted to make ufe 


of this fubftance. 


Troas affords few vines, though the rifing grounds and hills are very fit 
for that culture; but the inhabitants are not there accuftomed to make 


wine. The grapes are employed in making a confection, called petmés in 


* From Baaavs, acorns: 


+ Quercus orientalis caffanee folio, glande recondita in cupula craffa et fanamofa. TOURNEFORT; 
coroll. 40. Voyage au Levant, vol. i. page 334. 

Pococke’s Travels, vol. ii. tab. 86. 

Chéne & groffes cupules. Lamar, Encyclop. Botanique, vol.i. page 719.—<Axg. The great 
prickly-cupped oak tree. 


t “ Native of the Levant, whence the acorns are annually brought to Europe for 
** dyeing ; they are called velani, and the tree velanida, by the Greeks.”? Thus fays Martyn 
(in his new edition of Mizier’s Gardener’s and Botanift’s Ditionary, article guercus) ; buts 
highly as we refpe& his authority, we prefer following our Author, whofe information muft, 
unqueftionably, have been derived from the natives themf{elves.—Tran/lator. 


Turkith, 
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Turkifh, of which the Orientals make a very great confumption during the 
whole year: they put it into ragouts; they employ it, in lieu of fugar and 
honey, in moft of their choice difhes; in fhort they make of it, with fefamum 
reduced to pafte, a fort of nogat, or almond-like cake, which would not be 
defpifed in Europe. I faw a great deal of it at CoNSTANTINOPLE, at 
the DaARDANELLES, and in moft of the towns of Turkry. The procefs 
confifts in mixing thofe two fubftances in boilers expofed to a moderate fire, 
and in ftirring it about without interruption, with a large wooden {patula, 
till the mixture be fuficiently thickened. It is- poured on large flabs of 
marble or fheets of copper, and by its cooling, are obtained cakes which are 
made an inch anda half in thicknefs. This nogat is fold retail, at five or 


fix fous a pound. 


During the winter, there are on the marfhes and the rivers of Troas, 2 
prodigious number of ducks, herons, {nipes, plovers, and other aquatic birds. 
We there faw a great many wild fwans, fcoters, and water-hens. Gulls and 
fea-{wallows keep more commonly in the channel. In Floréal, we made a 
tolerably good coile€tion of plants and infects: we were furprifed at the 
quantity of fhakes that we met with. As the grafs was high and tufted, 
we walked with fome precaution, fearing that thefe reptiles might be veno- 
mous. It was probably the feafon of their loves, for they were almoft al- 
ways two by two. Notwithftanding their fize, their hiffing, and their 
fparkling eyes, they were not of the race of thofe of which fable reminds us. 
Thefe fled’ at our approach, and appeared by no means di‘pofed to dart at 


us, and make us undergo the fate of Laocoon and his fons. 


CHAPTER 


46 TRAVELS IN THE 


OD fe patel ie ge hs 
An account of Alexandria-Troas and its environs.—Arrival at’ Tenedos.-~ 


Defcription of that iland.—Its productions —IManners of its inhabitants. 


Ir the city of Troy no longer affords traces of its exiftence; if the palace 
of Priam, the citadel, the temples, and the walls of the city have been 
deftroyed to its very foundations; if the ruins of a confiderable city have 
been able to difappear totally, that which, feveral ages after, was intended 
to fupply its place, although deftroyed itfelf, {till prefents at this day the 
marks of its ancient fplendour. An opinion may be formed of its extent 
from its walls, and of its magnificence from the remains of its monuments : 
the prodigious quantity of fragments of pillars, capitals, and cornices, that 


are feen fcattered about, atteft the luxury and riches of its inhabitants. 


Six leagues to the fouth of Cape Sicrum, are found the ruins of the 
city which ALEXANDER ordered to be erected in memory of that of Troy, 
which had long ceafed to exift. Anr1conus, one of his lieutenants, to 
whofe lot Asta Mrnor fell after his death, laid the foundations of it, at 
the fame time that he rebuilt Smyrna, and brought back thither the inha- 
bitants difperfed by the Lydians. AnrTiconus gave his name to the city 
which he founded; but Lystmacuus, who poffeffed it afterwards, reftored 
to it the name of the conqueror who had firft drawn the plan of it. He 
embellifhed it, and gave it greater extent. Having pafled under the 
domination of the Romans, it became, under Aucustus, one of the hand 
fomeft cities of the East. Under Aprian, Hreropes ATTicus, governor 

of 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. A 


of the free towns of Asta, conftructed a fuperb aquedudt, a few traces of 
which are ftill to be feen. It is probable that it was a part of the waters of 
the Scamanver which he had brought thither; for no others exift in the 


environs, which are fufficiently abundant to fupply the wants of a great city.. 


1 fhall not undertake to defcribe the remains of the monuments that 
ALEXANDRIA-TrRoas prefents at the prefent day: on this fubje&t, the 
reader may confult the travellers who have preceded me, fuch as PocockE, 


WHEELER, CuanDLER, LECHEVALIER, and others. 


The walls of the city, thofe of the houfes, of the temples, and of the 
other monuments, were built of a rather hard fhelly ftone. The marble of 
Paros and that of Marmora are there pretty common, as well as various 
forts of granite. Near the harbour are fill to be feen two large marble 
pillars which the Turks wifhed to fhip there: they are the remains of 
thofe which the fultans have fucceffively carried off in order to conftruc& 
the greater part of the mofques of ConsTANTINOPLE; one of them was 


broken in the conveyance. 


To the fouth of the city is a fmall rivulet of little importance, and to the 
fouth-eaft, near this rivulet, two fprings of warm mineral waters, of which 
the Turks and the Greeks make ufe without knowing their nature and almoft 
always without fucceis. They are feen to come in crowds, in the fpring, 
from Trenepos and from Troas, in order to be purged and to bathe, the 
one with a view of preventing future complaints; the other, in order to 
cure fome ferious diforder, or to obtain only fome relief in their infirmities. 
Thefe waters are more particularly recommended for diforders of the ‘kin, 


the leprofy, and /yphilis. 
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The berbour has very little extent; it is almoft choked up; and its en- 
trance 1s obfiructed by the fands which the ftream of the waters of the FTrr- 
LEsponrT and the movement of the waves of the fea infenfibly bring on the 
coaft of Troas. This harbour would not at this day'fuffice for the maritime 
commerce of a town at all confiderable, fituated in fuch a manner as to 
ferve as a ftaple for the neighbouring countries; but at a time when this 
commerce was limited, when merchant-veffels were fcarcely.as capacious as 
our large boats, when they were inceffantly in activity in a climate where 
navigation is never fufpended nor relaxed, it may be conceived that a {mall 
number of veffels might fuffice for the exportation of the furplus of a country- 
town, and bring back from the neighbouring countries all the commodities 


that the wants or the luxury of its inhabitants demanded. 


This harbour formed a fort of femi-circular bafin, feparated from the fea 
by a jetty: it is fheltered from the north and north-weft winds by Cape 


TouzeE ix and by a range of rocks fituated befide its entrance. 


Hiftory makes no mention of the epoch in which this city was deftroyed: 
dt already no longer exifted when the Turks came to eftablifh themfelves 
in this country; for, according to Leunciavius, before Sotiman, fon of 
CORKHAN, went into the Cherfonefus of Turace and came to befiege Gat- 
zipoLt, he walked for a long time over the fite of Troy, contemplating 
with admiration the walls partly crumbled away of that great city, the 
ruins of its immenfe edifices, and that prodigious quantity of marbles and 


granites which were there heaped up. 


The environs of ALEXANDRIA-TRroas prefent a fertile foil, forming a 
plain, on which the velant oak grows in abundance, and without culture. 
This 
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This plain is feparated from that of Troy by a few hills more or lefs ele- 
vated. A mountain which makes a continuation of thofe cf Ina, prefents 
itfelf two or three leagues to the eaft, and extends towards the fouth: thence 
to Cape Bisa, the ground appears uneven, more or Iefs fertile, towards 
the fea; mountainous and wooded up the country. But before we dirc& 
our route to the fouth, let us crofs to Tsnenos, and caft an eye on whet 


it affords moft curious and moft interefting. 


On the 16th of Pluviofe (4th of February) we left ALExanper’s Troy 
114 ticklifh caique which we had fent for from the firft caflle of Astra; 
and as the weather was very fine and the temperature of the air very mild, 
we were extremely glad to follow the coaft as far as Koum-Bourno or Sandy 
Cape, and to land from time to time. We found nothing remarkable 
throughout all this fpace: we looked in vain for fome veftiges of ancient 
cities, fome traces of Larissa, which geographers place towards that cape : 
nothing offered itfelf to our eyes. The coaft is low and fandy; the plain is 
fertile, almoft uncultivated, and croffed by a rivulet called Supzu-sov, 
{welled fometimes in winter by the rain-waters: this rivulet grows wider at 
its mouth, and there forms a few marfhes. I am ignorant of the name 
that it bore in antiquity. We fet out in the afternoon from the pitch of the 


cape, and, by rowing, we arrived early at the harbour of TENEDos. 


The diftance from that ifland to the neareft coaft is no more than a league 
and a half*: it is reckoned about five from the town to the entrance of 
the Hetitesponr. The harbour is fmall, and can receive only merchant 
veffels: it is formed by a jetty even with the water’s edge, and a tongue 


of land on which is conftru€@ed the citadel that defends the entrance, and 


* Srrazso fixes the diftance from Trnepos, to the neareft coaft, at eleven ftada, or one 
thoufand three hundred and feventy-five paces. We think it nearly three thoufand toifes. 
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can at moft fecure it againft being furprifed by a privateer. The town is 
built in the form of a femi circle, in a valley, and on the declivity of two 
hills; its population is from five to fix thoufand fouls, to judge of it from 


its extent, and from the number of perfons who pay the karatch. 


» At Tenrpos are reckoned as many Turks as Greeks, almoft all occupied 
in the culture of the lands: few among them are mariners. The greater 


part of the former are attached to the duty of the citadel. 


There is a waiwode or governor, an aga commandant of the citadel, 
under the orders of the waiwode, and a cadi or judge. The janizaries of 
the town, to the number of two or three hundred, are obliged to defend 
the place in cafe of attack, and to perform a daily duty, from which they 
have long fince exempted themfelves. In the citadel are flill feen a few. 
Venetian guns without carriages, which feem to be there only for the purpofe 
of recalling to mind that this ifland belonged to that trading nation. before 


the arrival of the Turks in thefe countries. 


This. ifland,. fcantily peopled. and ill defended, pafled betimes under the 
Ottoman domination. During the minority of Matomer IV. the Venetians 
retook it, after, the complete defeat of. the Turkith fleet in the ftrait by Ad- 
miral MocerwniGo, in 16563, but, the following year, the admiral having been 
killed in a fecond engagement, the Venetian fleet retired, and this ifland 
again. fell into the power of the Turks,. who. have preferved it. without 


interruption till the prefent day. 


The town is commanded by a pyramidal. mountain of {mall elevation, 
which appears to have been formed by the action of a volcano, the traces 
of. which are difcoverable on all. the ground that extends thence to the fea. 


12 


= 
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in the north part. In the environs is found a granite remarkable from pieces 


more or lefs large of felfpar cryftallized. 


On going out of the town and directing your route towards the weft, 
you leave this mountain to the nght, and enter into a fandy plain far from 
fertile, and almoft entirely covered with vines. The hills, in general, are 
naked, dry, and little fufceptible of culture. Thofe which are difcovered 
to the fouth of the town are calcareous; the rock is more or lefs chalky 
and loaded with fea fhel!s. We remarked few fruit-trees: neither are the 
Axveppo pine and the velant oak here in greater plenty. We killed a 
few rabbits on the hills; but this kind of game is fearce ; the red partridge 
and the hare are met with more frequently. As for the woodcock and 
the quail, they prefer, as we were informed, refling themfelves, during their 


paffage, on Troas or in the other iflands of the ArcuiPpELAGo, 


Tenxpos produces little corn, little fruit, and little herbage ; very little 
cotton and fefamum are there gathered. The vine is the only article of 
wealth of this country, and its culture the principal occupation of the 
inhabitants: it delights in the light, fandy, and deep lands of the plain; 
it thrives extremely well too towards the foot of the hills, and in all the 
places fufceptible of culture. The vines are planted at an equal diftance 
from cach other, and more or tefs fpace is left between them, according 
to the goodnefs of the foil. Two dreffings are regularly given, the one in 
winter, the other in fpring: the vine is trimmed before the end of the 
winter, asin our fouthern departments, and the vintage begins in the firft 
days of Fructidor: but at that period the grape is already fo ripe, fo fweet, 
and fo faccharine, that fermentation would take place too flowly, were not a 
certain quantity of water added. The inhabitants are accuftomed to put in 
a fourth part at the moment when the grape is received into the vat. With 
this method, vicious as it is, they obtain a fpirituous wine of a tolerably 


2 good 


2 TRAVELS INTHE 

good quality. We drank fome at the houles of a few rich private perfons, 
which we fhould have taken for excellent BourpEAvx wine, if we had not 
been apprifed: true it 1s that it was made with more care than that intended 
for trade, and that it had received but a fixth part of water: befides, it 
was old and kept in bottle. We alfo drank, at a Greek bifhop’s, fome 
excellent mufcadel wine red and white, which was by no means inferior to 
the beft Frontignac. No water is put to the latter: the grape is ftoned ; 
it is prefled, and fqueezed as expeditioufly as poffible, and it is left to 
ferment without the lees for fome time. About the middle of the winter, 
it is put into cafks or jars: it is then poured off a fecond time, and kept 


in earthen pots, varnifhed, which are carefully corked. 


The manner of making mufcadel wine inclines us to think that it is 
rather with a view of obtaining a greater quantity of wine, than with that 
of haftening and promoting fermentation, that water is added to the ex- 
prefled juice of the grape. Avidity induces the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants to exceed the proportions; they fometimes add too great a quantity 
of water; which caufes their wine to turn four before they have found an 


opportunity of felling it. 


This liquor pays to the imperial treafury at the rate of two parats the 
oke, which duty is levied on the vender. The farmer of this tax proceeds, 
immediately after the vintage, to the houfes and ftore-houfes of private 
perfons, in order to make. an eftimate of ‘the wine that they have, and fix 
the quantity which they are. to drink, and which they may fell. He caufes 
himfelf to be paid in proportion, to the fale, according to the eftimate 
that has. been made, and fometimes he takes the liberty of requiring it in 
advance, being almoft always certain in this matter of being fupported by 
a watwode and: a cadi as unjuft as himfelf. 


@ 
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oo 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 53 

There are annually exported from Trxepos upwards of fix hundred 
thoufand okes of wine, which produce to the farmer more than 30,000 
piaftres. This wine paffes to ConsTANTINOPLE, to SMyRwNa, and into 
Russia. It is preferred to the wine of Rovosro and to that of the Ifland 
of THassos, fituated near the continent, to the north-weft of Trenxrpos. 
There is alfo exported a fmall quantity of brandy, which pays four parats 


per oke duty. 


Although the Turks poffefs vineyards, yet they do not allow themfelves 
to make wine: they are equally prohibited from it by the law of the State 
and the religion of the Prophet. They fell their grapes to Greek traders, 
after having taken out what they wifh to keep for their winter-ftock, and: 


put apart what they intend to make into confection. 


The climate of Tewrnos is ftill more temperate than that of the Dar- 
DANELLES: the cold is never fharply felt there; it feldom freezes, and 
the fummer heats are tempered by the north north-eaft wind, which blows 
regularly during the day. The houfes have terraces or flat roofs inftead of 
ridged ones; and although the greater part of them are conftruéted with 
mafonry, there is not to be remarked in them the elegance and folidity of 
thofe of Scro and of the iflands at all confiderable of the ARCHIPELAGO, 


which have belonged to the Genoefe and the Venetians. 


At Trnepos, the Greeks have not that gaiety which they are feen to 
poffefs in the other iflands: filent and melancholy in the ftreets, they 
{carcely dare take a little recreation in their own. houfes: they avoid noify 
pleafures which would infallibly draw on them the attention of the Turks, 
and awaken all their cupidity; but when they can without danger, they 
give themfelves up to a fort of extravagant joy and delirium. The coaft of 

3 TROY 
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Troy is frequently the theatre of their orgies or the field of their pleafures - 
thither they repair on the occafion of a wedding or of a feftival, and 
there, under the plane-tree or the oak, they pafs the whole day in dancing, 
finging, -eating, and drinking. 

The Greek, under whofe roof we lodged, thought, in his capacity of 
agent of the Republic, that he might, before our departure, give at his 
houfe an entertainment, to which he invited the principal inhabitants of the 
town. A great number of women of all ages alfo came thither. Wine was 
not fpared: the muficians were numerous: the dancing, at firft grave, flow, 
and in meafure, was afterwards fo quick, and fo tumultuous among the men, 
that the floor partly gave way; but as no one was hurt, it continued not 
the lefs, on that account, in another room, and was prolonged to a late hour 
ofthe night. Bacchanalian fongs fucceeded amorous ditties, and finging gave 


place to bawling when the party had emptied a great number of flafks. 


However, the women though gay, departed not from their ufual referve: 
there reigned among them the greateft decorum: their dancing was always 
grave; their fongs continued to be foft and agreeable: they mixed not with 
the men, and neither participated in their ebriety nor in their delirium. 
Almoft all the young ones were handfome: fome among them {truck us by 
their beauty; they might well be compared, from their features and their 


fhape, to the moft beautiful models that antiquity has tranfmitted to us. 


We fhould have been glad to direct our fteps to the Mands of Lemnos, 
Imbros, and SAMoTHRACE; we could have wifhed to examine, in the firft, 
the traces of the volcano of which hiftory and fable feem to make mention, 
to fee its vaft harbours, and the productions of its fertile territory. The 
ether two, which we had perceived for a long time paft, excited our curiofity 


from 
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from their elevation, from the woods by which they are covered, and from 
what was related to us of the Greek tribes by which they are inhabited. 
But finding no veffel in the harbour of Trnepos for thofe iflands, and 
not caring, in the middle of winter, to truft ourfelves in a caique, we 
determined to take advantage of a large decked boat that was fetting fail for 


MITYLENE. 
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Arrival at Lefbos.—Defcription of that tland—ls population and its 


commerce. 


We failed from Trnepos on the 24th of Pluvidfe (12th of February) 
at eight o’clock in the morning, with a light breeze from the north. We 
ranged along the coaft of Asia, and found ourfelves at noon off Cape 
Baba, formerly the promontory Lecros. Our fkipper would have allowed 
us to land at the town fituated to the eaft of the cape, had he not been 
afraid of not arriving before night at Port Perra. He confented, however, 


to follow for fome time longer the coaft which we wifhed to examine. 


~ 


The town, fituated by the fea-fide, on a floping ground, has a fmall 
harbour for boats: fhips and veffels thwarted by the north wind, fometimes 
anchor two or three cables’ length from the harbour till the wind changes. 
On that. day were lying here two veffels, the one a Venetian, the other a 
Ragufan, which, under fhelter of the cape, had been waiting for upwards 
of a fortnight, the return of the foutherly wind in order to enter the HELLE- 


spont, and proceed to CONSTANTINOPLE. 


BaBa appeared to us a very fmall town: it is very famous in TurKEY, | 
for the knife and fword blades which are there manufactured for the ufe— 
of the Orientals. We were told that it was peopled by as many Turks as 
Grecks; its foil is tolerably good, and furnifhes the fame productions as 
that of Troas. . 
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The coaft, fromm the cape to the place where we quitted it, for a fpacec 
of two .or three leagues, appeared to us volcanic: it is lofty, feep, and 
reddifh. The interior of the country is mountainous and wooded. On re- 
ceding from the coaft, we perceived cultivated fpots and flocks, which ftiil 
announce fome inhabitants on the ruins of 4ssos, or in the environs of that 


town. 


As the fun was going down, wehaftened to arrive at Port Prraa, in 
which we caft anchor before dark. This harbour, or to fpeak more correctly, 
this road, is fituated to the north of Lesnos. It is open to the north- 
weft; which raifed a fwell on the water: fhips, however, anchor there in 
fafety with all winds, becaufe the waves are ftopped by fome rocks that 
lie at the entrance, and becaufe the coaft of Astra, the diftance of which 
is only two or three leagues, does not admit of the fea being very rough in 


this channel with winds from the north and north-weft. 


There were on board two janizaries to whom we had been recommended 
by a rich Turk belonging to TENEDOs. Impatient to arrive at MiITYLeyr, 
and apprehenfive of being delayed if they continued their route by fea, 
. they landed at Prrra, in the intention of croffing the ifland. I imme- 
diately feized this opportunity and propofed to accompany them. I took 
with mea fervant: Citizen BruGuIERE remained on board with another, 
in order to have an eye to our baggage, which we could not intrutt to 
Greek fervants whofe probity appeared to us fufpicious, nor to mariners of 


that nation with whom we were not acquainted. 


The village of Perna, thus named on account of 2 large infulated rock 
of granite which lies in the middle, is Stuated in a plain towards the fea- 
fhore : here are but two or three hundred inhabitants Turks and Greeks, 
almoft all cultivators. It is furrounded by volcanic mountains, and it has 
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a fmall plain which joins to that of Afotrvo. The Greek women of this 


village wear a head-drefs extremely high, fimilar in fome degree to a mitre, 


As we found no horfes at Perra, the janizaries propofed to me to go 
and fleep at Mouivo, diftant nearly a league. This village is to the eaft of 
Perra, ona rifing ground at no great diftance from the fea: it is built on 
rocks of bafaltes, precifely in the fpot formerly occupied by Mrrnymna, 
It is commanded by a caftle almoft in ruins, conftructed by the Genoefe: 


here are ftill to be feen fcattered about a few dif{mounted or broken cannons; 


The population of Motrivo may be eftimated at two or three thoufand 
inhabitants, as well Turks as Greeks. Its territory is formed of a plain by no 
means extenfive, very fertile, and furrounded by volcanic mountains. Its 
produétions confift principally in oil, corn, and barley. It furnifhes a little 
wine and various fruits. Cotton and deveral kitchen-garden plants are here 


likewife gathered. 


Motrvo poffeffes, as formerly, diftinguifhed muficians. In order to 
difpel the ennuz of the janizarics, while we were waiting for fupper, there 
was brought to us a young Greek named Prrraxr Tancros, who was juftly 
reckoned the moft able finger and the greateft mufician of Lessos. This 
young man, whom a careful education would have rendered ftill more efti- 
mable, poflefled a comely perfon, an agreeable voice, a quick underftanding,; 
and a fprightly difpofition. He had feveral times exercifed his talents as a 
poet and mufician at the capital of the ifland, and was to repair ina few 
days to Sayrwa, whence a virtuofo, whofe pupil and relation he was, had 
juft fent for him. I fancied I beheld in hima defcendant of Arion, that 
famous lyric poet to whom Metruymna had given birth within its walls; 
or of that THerPANDER who improved the lyre, and fucceeded in quelling 
a {edition by the melody of his finging. 

3 We 
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We lodged at the houfe of a Muffulman who, for a flight retribution, 
was in the habit of fhewing hofpitality to thofe of his religion whom chance 
or bufinefs brought to Morivo. He prefented us for our fupper a pilau 
and fome olives: a bad fopha ferved as a bed for us all: my clothes T put 
over me in lieu of a coverlid, becaufe that which was offered me, appeared 


to me too much worn and too dirty. 


Our boat fet fail the next day, at the fame time that our landlord brought 
us mules, which had a tolerably good appearance, and with which we had 
reafon to be fatisfied. Notwithftanding the interefl and the efforts of my 
two fellow-travellers, I was not able to procure a faddle. I was under the 
neceffity of contenting myfelf with a fort of pack-faddle, on which a carpet 
was fpread. True it is that the people of the country travel in no other 
manner: there are none but the agas who have faddles, which they take good 
care not to lend, efpecially to zafdels. We returned and paffed through 
Petra; we croffed feveral mountains entirely volcanic, and, after a forced 
march of fix hours, arrived at a little village fituated in the plain which lies 
at the head of Port Curonr. This plain is two leagues in extent: its prin- 
cipal culture confifts in corn, cotton, and olive-trees: figs, mufk and water 
melons, pumpkins, and various legumes, are alfo here gathered. Here are 
feen feveral villages; but population is not in proportion to the fertility 
and the extent of the foil fit to be put into a ftate of culture. The air is 
fo unwhofefome in this quarter, that, in certain years, a great number of 
people die. I was aflured that here were villages where none but lepers 
were to be found ; in others, the face of all the inhabitants fufficientiy indh- 
cates that they are expofed to intermittent fevers, and remittent putrid 
ones, and to all the diforders which originate in the environs of marfhes. 
There are no other than poor Greek cultivators in all thefe unhealchful 
villages: the Turks, proprietors of lands, prefer a refidence at MiTyLené, 
Motivo, and the other places the beft fituated in the ifland, 


I 2 Port 
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Port Caron lies in the middle of the fouthern part of Lespos: it is very 
extenfive, very fafe, yet little frequented. There are none but veffels 
thwarted by the wind, or buffeted by a ftorm, which go and anchor there : 


not one enters it to take in a cargo, or unload that which fhe has on board. 


Our dinner was foon over: we had not alighted from our mules an 
hour when we remounted them. We proceeded for three hours acrofs other 
volcanic mountains, after which we arrived in another ‘plain fituated at the 
head of Port PERO or Port Oxivier, thus named on account of the great 
number of olive-trees which are planted in the plain and on the declivity of 
the mountains and hills that furround it. In the eaftern part of the harbour, 
there are a few calcareous hills which have not been attacked by the fire of 
volcanoes. Here is found, near the fea, a fpring of hot mineral water, 
rather copious, on which the inhabitants of Mityiene fet a very high 


value. 


Thefe waters are reckoned aperitive in the country. People go and drink 
them, and bathe in them, in the intention of promoting urine, and procuring 
themfelves fome relief in moft chronic difeafes. I was told that they operate 
as a flight purgative when they are taken in a fomewhat large quantity. 
I think them nitrous, to Judge of them from their virtue and the little 
flavour that they poffefs. Hussrrn, captain-pacha, has juft built here a 
bafin capable of containing ten or twelve perfons: he has at the fame time 
repaired the building which is occupied by the Turk charged to receive all] 


thofe who wifh to make ufe of thefe waters. 


Port Oxtvirr, very well drawn by M. pz Cuo1sEuL*, is one of the 


fafeft and moft fpacious harbours of the ARCHIPELAGO: it is at the eaftern 


% Voyage Pittorefque de la Greve, pl. 43> 
and 
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and fouthern extremity of the ifland: it is faid to abound with fifhes and 
conchylia: among others are found very good oyfters, which are carried to 
Scio and Suryrwna. It is frequented, during the whole year, by boats and 


veflels that come thither to load with the oi! which is made in the environs. 


From the mineral waters to MiryLeng, it 1s nearly two leagucs. We 
croffed a volcanic mountain, and reached the town by a very fteep road. 
But, before we arrived there, we had from the top of this mountain a prof: 
pect which we could not tire in admiring: Miryrene and its territory 
prefented themfelves to us; we faw diftinGly its two harbours, as well as the 
boats, the gallies, and the fhips which were there at anchor; we meafured 
the extent of the channel that feparates Irszos from the continent; we 
perceived the numerous iflands which lie along the coaft of Asra: farther 
on, the main land, its high mountains covered with wood, its valhes ex- 
tremely fertile, well watered, and cultivated: ail this affemblage pretented a 
picture whofe beauty was heightened by the rays of the fetting fun, which 


were efcaping behind us through a fky partly covered with clouds. 


Being favoured by the wind, our boat had arrived at an early hour, and 
anchored in the fouth harbour. Citizen Brucutrre had cautfed our baggage 


to be landed, and taken a lodging in a convent of Greek monks, 


The two harbours of MiTYLENE are feparated by a tongue of land, on 
which was conftructed by the Genoefe a citadel that the Turks have pre- 
ferved. ‘The upper or north. harbour is fecured from the north-eaft wind by 
a jetty, the origin of which is carried back to ancient Greece. The fouth 
harbour 1s open and faces the fouth-eaft: it is a little lefs extenfive and lefs 
deep than the other: there are none but the boats of the country that can 
anchor in it, while the north harbour can admit fmall merchant-veflels. 
Men of war, and European fhips which commerce attraéts to M1TYLENE, 


anchor 
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anchor in fummer off the fouth harbour; but they fcarcely expofe them. 
felves there in winter, becaufe there happen fometimes, in that feafon, very 
impetuous gales from the north-eaft, which might occafion their deftru€tion, 


or oblige them to cut their cables and get under fail with all expedition. 


_ There was formerly a canal of communication, between thefe two harbours, 
which feparated the tongue of land that I have juft mentioned, and formed 
of it an ifland, on which was built part of the town. Time has choked 
up the canal, but it has not been able to deftroy the jetty which ran from 
the little ifland, and fheltered the north harbour from the worft weather. 


Miry Lene, fometimes called at this day Casrro or METELIN, contains 
two or three thoufand Greeks, three or four thoufand Turks, and thirty or 
forty Jewith families. The citadel is {pacious, provided with cannon in tole= 
rably good condition, and defended by five or fix hundred janizaries, almoft 
all married and fettled. Within it are two mofques and a great number of 
houfes occupied by this militia. The modern town extends in a femi-circle 
along the north harbour, ona part of the ground occupied by the ancient 
city. The truncated pieces of pillars employed in the edifices, the remains 
of capitals, the fragments of marble and granite that are feen every where, 
atteft its importance and befpeak the rank which it formerly held. Some 
remains of infcriptions which travellers have tranfmitted to us are ftill vifible. 
In the court of the Greek convent where we flept, isa chair of white marbie, 


on which may be read: 


NOTAMQNOLX 
ABZ SONAR 1 O23 
TIPOEAPIA 


Seat of PoraMon, Son of LEsponax. 


This 
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This Poramon, born at Mity.enr, was a diflinguifhed rhetorician, 
who lived at Rome under the Emperor Tiservs. Withing to return to 
his country, and there eftablifh a chair of eloquence, he obtained from 
Trgerus letters, in which it was exprefsly mentioned that whoever fhould 


dare to infult Poramon, would infult in his perfon the emperor himfelf*. 


Lesgos groaned a long time under particular tyrants, and enjoyed. only 
by intervals the charms of liberty. This ifland fucceflively pafled under 
the domination of-the Perfians, and under that of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. The crufaders eftablifhed themfelves here for a moment, and the 
Genoefe were mafters of it when the empire of the East fell into the 
hands of the Turks, 


While the Greeks were tearing each other to pieces for religious opinions,. 
as abfurd as incomprehenfible, while ambitious men were agitating the ca- 
pital and the provinces in order to arrive more expeditioufly at the throne,. 
the Turks, on the one hand, were making themfelves mafters of the fineft 
provinces of Astra and threatening ConsTaANTINOPLE; two nations of 
navigators, on the other, were eftablithing themfelves by degrees in the 
iflands of the AncniPELAGO, in moft of the maritime towns of the Brack 
SrA, on the Bospnorus, and even in GALaTa, one of the fuburbs of the 
capital. The feas of the Levant were covered with their veffels, and the 


productions of the East no longer paffed through any hands but theirs. 


LeEsgos was under the domination of the Genoefe, when Manomet IT. 
ten years after the capture of ConsTANTINOPLE, equipped a confiderable 
fleet in order to make himfelf mafler of it. Muryitenr, Meruymna, and: 


moft of the places of this ifland had been well fortified: the knights of 


® Hesycnivus, de viris claris, 


RHODES. 
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Ropes had had time to fend fome fuccour to the former, and the inhabi- 
tants, who knew the cruelties which the Turks had committed at the 
capture of ConsTANTINOPLE, were well difpofed to defend their lives. 
Lhe Ottoman forces, although very confiderable, would undoubtedly have 
mifcarried againft thoufands of heroes, had the prince, named’ Gurrizusio, 
had the courage of his foldicrs, and had he not given his confidence to Lucco 
Garritusio his coufin, an ambitious and imprudent man, who thought, by 
the promife which was made to him of it in writing, to obtain the fove- 


reignty of the ifland by delivering it up to Mauomer. 


Lucce, after having himfelf opened to the enemy one of the gates of the 
town, perfuaded his weak coufin to fign a fhameful capitulation, under the 
chimerical hope of being indemnified for the facrifice which he was making. 
But as a reward for the treachery of the one, and for the weaknefs of the 
other, Manomet caufed them to be cruelly put to death a fhort time 
after: a terrible leffon, which traitors and cowards fhould have inceffantly 


before their eyes, and by which they fhould profit for their own advantage. 


Lesgos gave birth to a few great men, among whom are to be remarked 
more particularly Arcus, a lyric poet, who declaimed fo long againft ty- 
‘ranny: SappHo, that poetels, whom antiquity has placed among the Mufes, 
and who was impelled by an unfortunate paffion to precipitate herfelf from 
the promontory Leucatrzes; THropurastus, a difciple of Prato and 
AristoTLe, whofe eloquence was fo perfuafive, and whofe philofophy was 
fo amiable; laftly Prrracus, whom Greece ranks among her fages, fur- 
nifhes an example very rare, and which cannot be too much quoted, of a 
man more jealous of glory than power, more occupied with the happinefs 
of his fellow-citizens than with his own; of a man, in fhort, who conceived 
and executed the project of ufurping power, in order to reftore liberty to his 
country. 3 

I might 
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I might quote, in more modern times, the two Barsarossas, brothers, 

fons of a potter, who, from fimple failors, became famous pirates, and 

were afterwards, in fucceffion, fovercigns of Arcters. The younger, ap- 

pointed High Admiral by Sorimawn I. is more known than his brother in the 
hiftory of the Ottoman Empire. 


Although the ifland is expofed in winter to fudden gales of wind from 
the ‘north-eaft and the eaft, which come from the mountains of Asta, as 
vel as to the north wind which reigns over the whole ArcHIPELAGo, 
the climate there is, neverthelefs, tolerably fine, and the temperature of 
the air fomewhat mild. It feldom freezes in that feafon; but, in fummer, 
the heat is rather powerful on the fouth coaft, and the air is, in general, 


raore unwholefome there than in the other parts of the land. 


At Lesspos are reckoned eight thoufand Greeks paying the karaich, 
from the age of feven to their death, which may induce us to eftimate their 
population at near twenty thoufand, including the women and the children 
above that age. It is thought that there are nearly as many Turks as 
Greeks in the ifland, which contains in all forty thouiand inhabitants. 


The Jews are not fufficiently numerous to be taken into the calculation. 


The ifland is divided into lordfhips; but whereas the aga of other 
countries is obliged to join the land-forces when required, at Lessos, he 
is fubje€t to a maritime duty, from which he almoft always finds means to 


exempt himfelf by making fome pecuniary facrifices. 


‘Through a cuftom undoubtedly very ancient, and which the author of the 
Voyage littéraire de la Grece has very properly remarked, the cldeft daughter 
inherits alone, in this ifland, the property of the father and mother, to the 
exclufion of the fons and the other daughters. This cuftom, which time 
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had converted into a law, was refpected and feligioufly followed, although. 
every child had the power of having recourfe to a.Turkith tribunal, and of 
invoking the facred rights of nature. Within a fhort time the patriarch 
of CONSTANTINOPLE, the archbifhop and all the clergy of Miryreng,. 
have fomewhat modified this law by admitting all the daughters to the parti- 
tion in the following proportion. The firft born receives one-third of. the 
inheritance, the fecond has for her fhare one-third of the?portion which her: 
fifter has left ; the third has in like manner a third, and fo on to the laft, . 
always beginning again to divide what remains, the third being deduéted ee 


the order of primogeniture. 


‘The mountains of the ifland,. which I croffed, are all wooded; the ALEPPo 
pine grows there in abundance and attains a confiderable fize: the ftone- 
pine is alfo feen there, and fome ftalk-fruited oaks the arbutus, the.andrachne,. 
the lentifk, the turpentine-tree, the myrtle, the agnus caftus, a few legumi- 
nous fhrubs, and feveral rock-rofes, aimong which I diftinguifhed that which 
yields the ladanum, are there {cattered in great quantities. The velani oak< 
is more common on the rifing grounds and in the plains than on the moun- 
tains. The elm grows in the low and watered. places, and the plane-tree is. 
{carcely to be met with but on the brinks of the rivulets and torrents. 
The inhabitants, by means of fire, draw from the pine: a:tolerably. large. 
quantity of pitch, for the ufe.of the dock-yard eftablifhed near thefouth har- 
bour, or for the careening of the. veffels and boats which come to Mi1TYLENE . 
for that purpofe. It is from the coaft of Asta that the beft timber for- 
fhip-building is obtained. It is there in great plenty ; but as it is trouble-. 
fome and expenfive to be procured, the Turks confine themfelves to that: 


which grows at no great diftance from the fea. 


The quantity of oil which is exported from this ifland in ordinary feafons- 
is eftimated at upwards of fifty thoufand quintals.. Almoft the.whole of it is 
fent 
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fent to CONSTANTINOPLE. The French formerly drew hence a great deal, 
and had a vice-conful eftablifhed at Miryzrene: the government has 
abolifhed the vice-confulate fince the merchants have confined themfelves 
to the cils of Canpza and of the Morea, which they find cheaper than 


thofe of Lesgos. 


This oil is, in general, but of an indifferent quality, becaufe the inhabi- 
tants not having a fufficiency of mills are obliged to gather their olives 
flowly. Thofe which fall from the tree, and remain fome time on the ground, 
{poil more or lefs quickly, according as the weather is more or lefs damp 
and rainy: befides, they are accuftomed, before they fend olives to the mill, 
to keep them heaped up in places by no means {pacious, and to throw over 
them a quantity of marine falt, with a view of preventing their fermen- 


tation, and keeping them, as long as poffible, from decay. 


Tray draws from Miryzuene eight thoufand quintals of velanida, a 
part of which comes from the coaft of Asra. Dried figs are an article of 


exportation of little importance, as well as wool. 


Cotton, fefamum, filk, honey, wax, and different fpecies of grain, are 
gathered in a {mall quantity; but the laft are not fufficient for the wants of 
the inhabitants, who draw a great deal of wheat and barley from the coatt 
of Asis. They alfo import oxen, horfes, and mules, for agriculture and 


draught, as well as part of the fheep that are killed at the flaughter-houfes. 


Wine is {carce at the prefent day, becaufe a great part of the grapes is 
employed by the Turks in making confection, and becaufe the Greeks are 
accuftomed to convert the other into brandy. In order to procure fome, we 
were under the neceffity of applying to the caloyers and to the richeft Greeks, 
and that which was brought to us fuftained very ill the reputation that the 


K 2 wine 
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wine of LesBos formerly enjoyed: it was fweet and ill flavoured, as are, in. 
general, all the wines of the ARCHIPELAGO. 


There are no rivers in Lesgos: a few torrents, by no means extenfive; 
receive in winter the fuperabundant rain-waters, and carry them to the fea; 
but there are a great number of {prings whofe water, very good for drinking, 
is fufficiently confiderable for watering part of the plains, and, by that means, 
procuring to the inhabitants, legumes, herbage, and fruits... . 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Arrival at Scio.—Defcription of the ifland.—Manners and induftry of the 
inhabitants, —Privileges.—Antiquities—Natural hifory.— Productions 


and commerce... 


Ow the 28th of Pluvidfe (16th of February) the wind being faint at eaft- 
north-eaft, the weather very fine, and the fea almoft fmooth, we embarked 
about feven o’clock in the morning in a large decked boat, which was getting 
under fail for Scro. We foon doubled Cape AZatEa, or Cape Santa Maria: 
we paffed at a little diftance from Port Oxivigr, and already faw very dif- 
ftinctly the Ifland of Scro, when the wind died away by degrees, and left us 
becalmed: but it foon fprang up again, and blew from the fouth-eaft without 
interruption all the reft of the day. We hugged the wind as clofely as 
poffible ; we alfo made ufe of our oars; but, notwithftanding our efforts, we 
could not reach the SpatMADoRI Iflands, fo that we found ourfelves at 
fun-fet to the northward’ of the Ifland of Sc1o. The night was calm: we 
followed the coaft by means of our oars; and, on the 29th (17th of February) 


at fun-rife, we entered the harbour, fituated in the middle of the eaft coatt. 


The harbour of Scio, whofe entrance is indicated by two light-houles, 1s 
clofed towards the fouth-eaft by a jetty almoft even with the water’s edge. 
Sufhciently {pacious formerly for the trade of the ifland, and of all the An- 
CHIPELAGO, it 1s daily becoming choked up, without the Turks being at 


the {malleft expenfe to remove the obftructions and’ keep it in order, 


The 
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The citadel, built by the Genoefe, commands the harbour; an efplanade, 
fomewhat extenfive, feparates it from the town, -and a ditch dug all round is 
intended to receive the waters of the fea in cafe of fiege. The fortifications 
are regular, although ancient : ‘they are fallen into ruins in feveral places, and 
the guns are at this day almoft without carriages, with the exception of the 
battery which defends the entrance of the harbour. The infide of the citadel 
is full of houfes, capable of lodging with eafe the feven or eight hundred 
janizaries who conftitute the whole ftrength of the ifland; but they are partly 
in ruins, and the Turks, as is well known, have much more ‘inclination to 


pull down than to fet up. 


The town is large and well built; the ftreets are ftraight, paved, and 
tolerably clean; the houfes are high, all in mafonry, the greater part of 
hewn ftone: fandftone, or calcareous ftone, is made ufe of indifcriminately. 
From a few diftriéts of the ifland is procured a hard, reddifh fandftone, with 
a very fine grain, which is employed with advantage for the jams of the doors 
and windows, for paving the ground-floor, .and for building the fagades of 
the churches. It is, no doubt, this ftone which was anciently diftinguifhed 
by the name of jafper, and of which Strabo, Piiny, and Cricrro have 


{poken. 


It is the cuftom at Sc1o ‘to maxe, in the centre-of the ‘houfes, ‘a {pacious 
apartment, very lofty, which the inhabitants ufe in fummer during the heat 
of the day. They breathe a pure air, evening and morning, on the terrace © 
or flat roof of the houfes, and at the fame time they enjoy the profpect of the 


country and of the fea. 


Sc1a, as to its extent, is fomewhat lefs -confiderable than Lrszos. Its 
length from north to fouth is about fifty miles: its breadth varies greatly, 


on account of the windings which the coaft prefents: it is nearly twelve miles 
3 towards 
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towards the fouth part, and fifteen towards the north part. It is feparated 
from Asia by a channel, whofe width is at leaft eight or nine miles, 


The town is commanded, to the weft and to the north, by {chiftofe, gra- 
nitical hills, rather arid, but, neverthelefs, fufceptible.of culture. To the 
north-weft of thefe hills are feen nothing but calcareous mountains, almoft 
naked, which fcarcely leave between them a few fpaces, that the rural induftry 
of the inhabitants can turn to account. To the fouth of the town, the 
eye.extends with more pleafure over a plain two leagues in extent, extremely 
fertile, covered with beautiful country-houfes, and adorned with gardens 
more or lefs fpacious, in which are cultivated all the fruits of Europe, 


and moft of its legumes.. 


The orange-tree, the common lemon-tree, the fweet Seville orange-tree 
and the cédra¢ or bergamot citron-tree*, are there fcattered’ with profufion 
and crowded together without order. The fig-tree, the pomegranate-tree, 
and the. plum-tree, are in-rather lefs plenty. The peach-tree, the apricot- 
tree, the almond-tree,.and the black mulberry-tree, are alfo to be met with. 
The rofe-tree is cultivated every where in good lands, as well as in thofe of. 
an. indifferent.quality. The folanum melongena, the hibifcus efculentus, the 
mufk-melon; the cucumber, and the water-melon, occupy the {paces which: 
are not. planted. . 


Thefe gardens are watered by a few fprings, which flow froin the neigh- 


bouring mountains, or by wells from which the water is raifed by means of a 


* Cédrat, eédra, or citronnier-bergamote. Thisisa variety of the citrus medica of Linn evs, 
Et is the citrus mella-rofa of Lamarck. The cédrat is diftinguifhed from the common citron- 
tree by its leaf, which has the-odour of the rofe; by its fruit, which is red; and by the piftil 
of its flower, which is fhort. From the rind of the fruit of this tree, the perfume called 
dergamot is extratted.——Tranflators - 


wheel. 
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wheel and two ropes, to which are adapted earthen pots placed ‘the one after 


.the other. 


Beyond this plain, and in all the fouth part of the ifland, the lands are 
almoft every where fufceptible of culture, although they are, in general, .of 
middling quality. The ground is lefs elevated, lefs uneven, than in the 


north part, and the population is there more confiderable. 


According to the regifters of the government, the population of Scro 
is to be eftimated at one hundred and ten thoufand inhabitants. In the 
capital are reckoned thirty thoufand; namely: three thoufand five hundred 
Turks, one thoufand five hundred Greek Roman catholics, and twenty-five 
thoufand Greek fchifmatics: about one hundred Jews may be added to this 
calculation. There are fixty-eight villages in the ifland, all inhabited ‘by 
Greeks. The villages which furnifh maftic, to the number of twenty-four, 
are the moft populous and the moft rich: Pireut, fituated to the weft, is 
the largeft of all. Nivira, Catamori, and Caxtimatia, towards the fouth, 
are, next to it, the moft confiderable of the ifland. Vozxzisso, fituated on 
the fea-fhore, oppofite to Psrra, is remarkable for the rude and almoft 
favage air of its inhabitants. However, all the villages, whatever may be. 
their extent and fitvation, are tolerably well built, and have almoft all an 


enclofure capable of fecuring them from a coup de main from a corfair. 


The legiflator who may with to obferve the influence of inftitutions and 
of laws on the morals, charaéter, and induftry of man, ought principally to 
turn his eye towards a people who, living under the fame fky, on the fame 
foil, profeffing the fame religion, differ, neverthelefs, from themfelves to 
fuch a degree that they appear incognizable. After having croffed a little 
arm of the fea, I thought myfelf tranfported into another region, into an- 


other climate: I had feen the Greek bent under the yoke of the moft frightful 
defpotifm ; 
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defpotifm: he was deceitful, rude, timid, ignorant, fuperftitious, and poor”: 
here he enjoys a fhadow of liberty; he is honeft, civil, bold, induftrious, 
witty, intelligent, and rich. Here I no longer find that mixture of pride 
and meannefs which characterizes the Greeks of ConsTANTINOPLE, and of 
a great part of the Levant; that timidity, that cowardice, which is occa- 
fioned by perpetual fear, that bigotry which prevents no crime. What dif- 
tinguifhes the inhabitants of Scto from the other Greeks, is a decided in- 
clination towards commerce, a warm tafte for the arts, a keen defire for 
enterprife; it isa fprightly, pleafant, epigrammatic wit; it is fometimes a 
fort of mad and burlefque gaiety, which has given rife to the following pro- 


verb: “ Zt is as uncommon to find a green horfe, as a prudent Sciot.” 


However true may be the overftrained meaning of this proverb, in regard 
to a few inhabitants of Scro, there are a greater number who know how to 
combine the moft circumfpe& prudence with the moft lively and moft 
amiable fprightlinefs. No other town in the Levant prefents fo great a 
mafs of information; no other contains fo many men exempt from prejudices, 


full of good fenfe and reafon, and bleffed with a head better organized. 


Some among them may, neverthelefs, be reproached with a ridiculous 
pride, a mifplaced fanaticifm. We have feen fools find the gratification of 
their vanity in a rich portfolio, a fine houfe, or a numerous fet of fervants. 
The ignorant man, who had no perfonal titles to difplay in fociety, thought 
to be quit towards it in recalling to mind thofe of his anceftors. The 
ftruggle which exifts between the two churches, has frequently given rile to 
fcandalous fcenes, of which the Turks alone have taken advantage; and the 
influence of the priefthood is, perhaps, too great in a country that wilhes to 


apply itfelf to agriculture and commerce. 


* There are fome exceptions to be made in the capital. 


Wil. II. L Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding their grotefque drefs, (See Phare X.). the women: are- 
more amiable than thofe of the capital, becaufe they are more courteous,. 
more gay, more lively, and more witty. They are feen with tolerable freedom 
at their own home in prefence of their relations,. and they enjoy, more than 
elfewhere, a liberty which they feldom abufe. They fpend, in all feafone, 
part of the day in finging and working, playing or amufing themfelves before 
their houfes: they make up to paflengers, frequently {peak to them firft,. 
without knowing them; aim at them a Jjeft or an epigram, if the latter dif-- 
pleafe;. pay them.a delicate, witty compliment, if they have an agreeable- 
manner, a prepoffeffing countenance. Tf you anf{wer them in the fame tone,. 
the converfation begins aloud: you exert all your wit and gentility, you, 


laugh, and you part from each other pleafed and gratified. 


if you go to the efplanade, into the gardens, and round the town, you. 
will meet, on Sundays and holidays, groups of young damfels, who ftop you. 
very frequently, play you a thoufand pranks, afk you for money, offer you. 
flowers and comfits: you may. in like manner addrefs yourfelf to them firft,.. 


and begin with them by. fome pleafantry.. 


But in this country every thing paffes in converfation with the girls; and 
the married women are much more referved than one would fuppofe at the- 
firft accefs.. It is not that Scro-does not refemble almoft all the towns of 
Europe, and that-amorous intrigues do not frequently occur; but {candal,. 
at leaft, is rare; public proftitutes conceal themfelves, and decorum reigns | 
every where.. . 


Though circumfpect.in regard to the Turks whom they meet, the women 
of Scro do not addrefs themfelves to them, nor do they anfwer their quef- 
ftions: they know that they would expofe themfelves to fome brutality 
on their part, or at leaft to fome indecent converfation. But they preferve 

in 
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in their prefence that free air, that.confident look, which is not to be feen 


even in the women of the capital. 


Whether eafy circumftances and gaiety, under a beautiful fky, alike concur 
to give to women agreeable forms, regular features, foft and flightly ani- 
mated colours; or whether the Greek women have lefs degenerated here than 
elfewhere from their ancient beauty, it is certain that there are not to be 
found, in any other country of the Levant, fo many beautiful women as 
at Scio, and, neverthelefs, fubjugated by a bad tafte; they make too great 
a ufe of red, white, and black, which, very far from adding to their charms, 
caufe that foftnefs to difappear, conceal that delicate complexion, deftroy 
that bloom, which every where render women fo agreeable and fo captivating. 

Here they frequent the baths much more feldom than the Greek women cf 
Smyrna and ConsTANTINOPLE, and this, perhaps, is the reafon why their 
beauty lafts longer. They attribute the whitenels of their teeth to the almoft 
continual and general cuftom of having maftic inceflantly in their mouth; 
but, perhaps, they owe this advantage {till more to the diflike that they have 


to fmoking, in which the others find an inexpreflible pleafure. 


Economical and temperate in their family, the richeft, as well as the 
pooreft, fhew an exceffive love of gain. Thote lefs gifted by fortune employ 
themfelves in making ftockings, caps, and purfes, which they fell to paffen- 
gers, or carry to-their dealers. The rich women embroider handkerchiefs and 
all the linen in ufe among the Orientals; feveral have a frame in their own 
houfe, and work at fome fort of filk or cotton ftuff. Sweetmeats, conferves 
of rofes and orange-fiowers, firups of lemon and bergamot-citron, occupy a 
great number of women of all ages aad of all conditions. It is generally in 


the country that they breed the filk-worm and ipin cotton. 


ae  -‘Thofe 
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Thofe who apply themfelves more particularly to embroidery, give to ths 
filks which they employ the colours that they wifh. They obtain, among 
others, a gold yellow colour with the branches of the celé?s orientalis *, or 
the leaves of the henné or Egyptian privet;. a bright yellow with the flowers of 
broom, and the ftems of the filvery-leaved daphne or tartonraira. The roots. 
of the apple-tree yield them.a pale rofe colour. The wood of the quince-tree: 
furnifhes a very bright flefh colour. They. draw from the branches of the: 


peach-tree a bright green, and from the leaves a deep one. 


They cut. the ligneous fubftances. into little bits, Reep them in water for: 
two.days, boil them the. third day till the liquor is reduced to one half: they’ 
{train it through a cloth, add alittle alum, and fet it. again over the fira. 
As {oon as the water boils, they fteep their filk for a longer or fhorter time,, 


according as they wifh to obtain a.colour more or lefs deep... 


The red peelings of onions yield them a tolerably bright orange colour: 
yellow: they fet them to foak in water for four or five days, and boil them, 
with a little alum: they add a fpoonful, of cochineal, or of kermes,.when. 


they with to obtain a beautiful red. 


The rind of the walnut, while-green, which is taken off when-they pickle 


that fruit, affords them a green mote or lefs deep. 


They alfo make ufe of the galnut,. of the cup of the velani oak, of madder- 


root, and of all the colouring fubftances employed in EuRoPE. | 


Tn no ifland of the Arncu1PELAGO, nor in any country of TurKEY, did: 


we fee lands fo well cultivated, commerce fo active, and induftry fo great, as. 


® Ang. Osiental nettle-tree—T. 
at 
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at Scro. Grounds the moft arid, and moft ftony, improve by degrees un- 
der the hand of the Sctot, and become fit to receive fome feeds or fome ufeful 
trees. There is no kind of traffic to which he 1s a ftranger, no hazardous: 
enterprife that he does not attempt. Here no one is idle: he who is not a. 


prieft, is moft certainly a.merchant, manufacturer, artifan, mariner, or cul- 


tivator.- 


If agriculture and induftry fearcely leave any thing to be wifhed for in this: 
Mand, it is becaufe there is no part of the Ottoman Empire that enjoys more 
effectual protection, or is more favoured by the government. Here, through: 
a concurrence of fortunate circumftances, private intereft is in unifon with 
public intereft. As the appanage of a fultana, the ifland is under her im- 
mediate protection. A naib here adminifters juftice for the molla of Con-. 
STANTINOPLE: the latter has an intereft in watching over his fubftitute, 
and in caufing him: to be recalled, if the complaints made againft.him prove 
well founded. ‘The fultan has granted: privileges to the moft populous part 
of the ifland, to all the villages whofe inhabitants cultivate the maftic def 
tined for his feraglio: he has withdrawn them from the rod of the mutfelim,. 
and granted them an aga, who particularly farms that valuable commodity.. 
The town likewife enjoys a great number of privileges, of which I fhall {peak 
farther on. Laftly,. the governor, who at the fame. time farms the cuftom- 
houfe duties and taxes, applies himfelf to make the moft of the one, by the 
protection and the accommodation which he grants to the merchants and 
cultivators; he does not indulge himfelf with regard to others in perfecutions, 
and ruinous exactions, which too frequently overfet the fortune of the tri- 
butary fubjects in the other towns. Here the poor man as well as the rich 
one, the cultivator as well as the merchant, the villager as well as the inha- 
bitant of the town, are all alike protected, all may alike prefer their com- 
plaints, all may demand and obtain the. removal of a man who fhould 


abufe too much the authosity intrufted to him, 


The 


78 TRAVELS IN THE 


The cuftom-houfe duty 1s regulated at five per cent. as well in regard te 
the Greeks as to the Muffulmans; and fromthe eftimate which :is made of 
the cloths manufactured in the country, it follows that they fcarcely pay three 


per cent. on being exported. 


As for the taxes, their affeffment is:‘made, for the inhabitants of the town, 
by the general primates or chiefs of the diftrict; the yeronda, or particular 
primate of each village, fixes thofe of the cultivators of his canton. The 
firft of thefe taxes is laid on property and induftry; it ought to be levied at 
the rate of one piaftre on five hundred of income, if the canons of fultan 
Sextim were followed: but the long flay at Scro of fome officers of the 
Porte, that of the troops of Asta, of the Turkifh and BarBary fquadrons, 
and a thoufand other occafions of expenfe at the charge of the inhabitants, 
have from time to time furnifhed a pretext for increafing this tax, and for 


carrying it to four piaftres. 


The ifland is, befides, fubject as well as thofe of the ARcHIPELAGO, to 
the duty which the captain-pacha annually levies on them. Sc1o formerly 


paid twenty-four purfes: at this day it pays forty-eight™. 


All the ftuffs manufactured in the ifland are, before they are fent out of it, 
fubje& to a mark or feal affixed by the mutfelim, under penalty of confifca- 
tion and fine: they pay the value of fix afpres-+ per pique}, when they are 
wrought in gold or in filver: plain filk ftuffs pay only two afpres: calicoes, 


dimities, and other cotton cloths, pay much lefs. 


* A purfe contains 500 piaftres: at the prefent day, it may be valued, at nearly 1000 


livres, (circa. 411. fterling.) 
+ The afpre is the third of a parat. The parat is worth nearly five centimes. 


3 The pique is a meafure of from twenty-five to twenty-fix inches. 


2 “The 
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The karatch, or capitation, to which non-Muffulmans are fubje& 
throughout the whole empire, was, after the conqueft of the ifland, com- 
pounded for the villages, and fixed in proportion to their population and the 
peteat of their territory. This tax has not varied fince that time, although 
the population of fome villages has increafed, and, in fome others, has con- 
fiderably diminithed. Thofe which furnifh maftic, pay the karatch with that 


commodity. 


In the town, all males, from the age of puberty, and through abufe from 
ten to twelve years old, are infcribed on a regifter, and divided into three 
claffes. Thofe of the firft pay eleven piaftres; thofe of the fecond five and 
a half; and thofe of the third two piaftres and three-fourths. Women are 
exempt from this tax, and cannot be profecuted for their hufband or their 
children when abfent. It may eafily be conceived that the avidity of the 
collectors of the karatch would make them confound, pretty often, all thofe 
fabieét to contribution, and induce them to increafe, as much as they could, 
the firft and fecond claffes, if the primates had not the right of caufing 
ihe complaints of the opprefled to be heard, and of requiring imperioufly 
that juftice fhould be adminiftered. 


Independently of thefe legitimate duties, which the governor is authorized 
to levy in his quality of muhaffil or farmer, he levies, as mutfelim, arbitrary 
and illegal taxes, the produce of which, confidered feparately, is by no means 
burdenfome to the inhabitants, but the total eftimate of which forms a 
tolerably large fum. ‘Thefe taxes, which are the perquifites of his place, fall 
on moft eatables, and particularly on butcher’s meat, the price of which is 
always exorbitant at Scio, under the pretext that the contractors are obliged 
to fend to the coaft of Asta for the {heep which are there fold. No one 
doubts that this exclufive privilege of fupplying the fhambles with fheep is 

dearly 
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dearly purchafed of the mutfelim, and that the naib and janazary-aga caule 


themfelves to be paid for their filence in this refpect. 


Private individuals, who obtain from the mutfelim places, commiffions, 
exclufive permiffions, and {mall farms, alfo pay him every year a retribution 
roore or Jefs great, according to their importance, and according to the com- 


petition which never fails to take place. 


The foubachi, chief of the patrol, to whom the police of the town and 
of the country is.intrufted (with the exception of the villages where maftic 
is gathered) finds a thoufand opportunities of haraffing and {queezing the 
unfortunate perfons who are off their guard fora moment. Eftablifhed in 
order to be the fcourge of proftitutes, he regifters their name, taxes them, 
and becomes their protector. All the taverns alfo pay him a tax, of which 
he gives an account to the mutfelim. Quarrels, brotls, law-fuits, faults of 
the moft trifling nature, are fo many opportunities which the rapacity of 
the foubachi fuffers not to efcape: innocent and guilty, are all crowded into 
the prifons of his mafter, and are not releafed till after they have juftified 


themfelves, or have procured their liberation by dint of money. 


Throughout the Ottoman Empire pecuniary fines are an inexhauftible 
mine in the hands of an able governor, not over-burdened with delicacy; 
but here he fears, with reafon, the complaints of the chief perfons of the 
diftri@, and the refentment of the fultana protedtrefs of the ifland. More 
than once, mutfelims have been known to be recalled and punithed on the 
complaint of the primates. Thefe examples, far from frequent no doubt, 
are neverthelefs fuffiicient for them all.to be cautious, and not to exceed 


too much the limits of their duties. 


Almoft 
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Almott all the lands of the Ottoman Empire, as I have elfewhere faid, 
are burdened with an annual rent to the agas or lords: thofe of Scio, 
through a f{pecial favour of Sotim Aw I. have preferved almoft all the privileges 
which they enjoyed under the domination of the Genoefe. The inhabitants 
of the villages which furnith maftic acknowledge for chief no other than the 
aga who farms that production: exempt from contributing their labour gra- 
tuitoufly on public occafions, they are obliged only to convey the maftic 
to the town, and furnifh horfes and beafts of burden to this aga, when 


he travels about the villages in order to collect it. 


We had an opportunity of feeing the aga in his tour: preceded by military 
mufic, followed by feveral tchocadars, and furrounded by a great number 
of villagers eager to attend him, we fhould much rather have taken him for 
a military commander than a fimple farmér of taxes, had we not been 
previoufly informed. As perfons travelling in the fervice of the Republic, 
he received us with much attention, made us a prefent of a few pounds of 
the fineft maftic that he had, and gave us letters for the head men of the 
villages whither we were going. We obtained every where, by means of 
thefe letters, convenient lodgings, the food that we afked for, and the horfes 


that we wanted. 


One of the nobleft privileges of the Sciots, that which ferves as a dam 
againft the torrent of the judicial injuftice of the Turks, is to have notaries 
of their religion, whofe aéts, in the Greek dialect, are refpected by the 
Ottomans, and received at their tribunal as authentic documents. The 
Roman catholics have one who affumes the title of apottolical notary, The 


Greeks, infinitely more numerous, have feveral. 


Next to this privilege, the greateft of all, is that of nominating among 
them five primates, whofe fundtions confift in defending with firmnefs the 
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validity of thefe acts, in examining and judging all the litigious affairs of 
the and, as to civil matters, which concern them. Criminal matters are 
not within the competency of thefe primates: however, as the redrefs of 
public grievances belongs to them, they receive the declarations of the plain- 
tiffs, accufe the delinquent to the government, and profecute his trial at the 


Turkith tribunal. 


The affeflment and colletion of the taxes are committed to their care: 
they pour their amount into the coffer of the muhaffil, without any other 
deduction than the fees of the collectors. They are appointed for a year 
only, by the majority of votes, in a general affembly conveked for that pur- 
pofe. Three of thefe primates are taken from among the Greeks, and two 


from among the Roman catholics. 


At the fame time are appointed the prolomaflofi, a fort of conful-judges, 
whofe functions confift in taking cognizance of all litigious affairs relative 
to purchafes and fales, manufactures, and, in general, every thing that relates 
to the commerce of the ifland, both interior and exterior. They prevent 
illegal a&s and fmuggling; they deal roughly with thofe who, in order to 
fave the duty, have not caufed the governor’s feal to be put to the ftuffs and 
linens which they wifh to fend abroad. In all cafes their fentence is to be 
carried into execution without appeal: but in the latter, the muhaffil re- 
quires from the delinquent, befides the confifcation of the piece not marked, 
afum of money proportioned to the value of the goods on which he wifhed 


to evade the duty. 


This municipal jurifdi@iion, very much refpected by the Turks, is com- 
pofed of three Greeks and one Roman catholic: it is annual, more frequently 
biennial, and is never intrufted to any but merchants, who join to a know- 
ledge of commerce an unequivocal reputation for probity. 

The 
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The inhabitants of Scio have lkewife the privilege of electing every 
year two intendants of health, whofe number they increafe in cafe of the 
plague. Their power extends in this refpect over all who inhabit or land 
on the ifland, with the exception of the Turks and Franks. They are 
allowed to prohibit a pefliferous village from all communication with the 
town, at the fame time furnifhing it, neverthelefs, with all the affiftance 
which humanity claims in fimilar cafes. But, woe be to the cultivator, 
who, through the ailurement of gain, or any other motive, fhould pafs the 
limits which the intereft of all has traced! Fie would be apprehended, and 


fubjected to a cruel baftinado. 


Thefe intendants allow not a fufpeéted boat to enter the harbour; they 
oblige her to remain in the road, inform themfelves frequently of the health 
of the crew; and if there be any failor attacked by the plague, they caufe 
him to be conveyed to the lazaretto. One of them precedes him, armed 
with a ftick, always ready to ftrike whoever fhould not get out of the way 


at the word alarga, pronounced with a ftrong voice. 


The lazaretto, which we vifited at a time when there was no uneafinef 
felt refpecting the plague, is contained ia a vaft enclofure, towards the fea, 
to the north of the town. The entrance to itis by a road fhaded by an 
arbour, and paved with flones varioufly coloured. It confifts of feveral 
piles cf building feparated from each other, intended, fome for the fick, 


and others for the convalefcents. 


When the plague is in the town, the intendants alternately go their 
round; they flation guards at the infefted houfes, in order to prevent all 
communication: they place about the fick, in a condition to pay the ex- 
penfe, people capable of taking care of them; and if the pettiferous perfon 
be poor, and deftitute of affiftance, they caufe him to be taken to the 


M 2 - lazaretto, 
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Jazaretto, with all the effects belonging to him, fufceptible of being fumi- 


gated and purified. 


Notwithftanding the precautions which the Greeks and even the native 
Turks take to fecure themfelves from this diforder, the great accefs of 
Turkifh ftrangers which cannot be oppofed, the frequent arrival of fhips of 
war, and perhaps too the negligence which occurs in examining the boats 
that are daily bringing eatables from Asta, with which the ifland cannot 
difpenfe, are fo many caufes that tend fometimes to introduce the plague 
among them. That of 1788, which in a little time carried off fourteen 
thoufand perfons, will long be quoted as one of the moft calamitous epochs 


in the hiftory of this country. 


Thefe intendants have alfo the infpection of the hofpital of lepers, fitu- 
ated in a narrow valley, at fome diftance to the north north-weft of the 
town. Each patient has a very {mall lodging and a very little garden which 
he is at liberty to cultivate. I faw with regret that, in the Levant, all 
‘lepers were confidered as incurable, and that, in confequence, there was not 
adminiftered to any the affiftance capable, perhaps, of effecting a cure. 
I invite European phyficians who may be able to make fome ftay at Scro, to 
occupy themfelves with this interefling obje&. They will find in the in- 
tendants, in the primates, and in the notables of the town, every accommo- 
dation that they can want for the obfervations which they may with to 


make, and the experiments which they may be inclined to try. 


Muffulman toleration, which leaves the Sciots the liberty of having a 
police, tribunals, and particular judges, is ftill more indulgent in regard to 
their religion. The Greeks, infinitely more numerous, more rich, and more 
powerful than the Latins, poffefs about feven hundred churches in the ifland, 
a calculation which will, no doubt, appear exaggerated, but the exactnefs 

of 
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of which was warranted to me by the beft-informed perfons of Scio. Per- 
fecuted by their adverfaries, the weak Latins have no more than four at the 
prefent day, a fingle one in the town, and three in the country. The num- 
ber of priefts, as may well be imagined, is proportionate to this aftonifhing 
number of churches. It is extremely curious to fee them ditplay, in the 
midft of the fanatic Muffulmans, all the pomp of the Greek and Roman 
religious ceremonies. Their proceffions and interments attract an innume- 
rable trains; the priefts in their furplices, the papas in their ftoles, traverfe 
the ftreets of the town, preceded by a long crofs, followed by a great 
number of faithful with a wax-taper in their hand. The ftern Muffulman 
fees them pafs without murmurmg, provided they pay homage to the 
mofques, provided they interrupt their finging at the fight of that vene-- 


rable place, that they detach the crofs from its ftaff, and hold it humbly 


lowered. 


The privilege of having bells to their churches is granted only to the in- 
habitants of the maftic villages: they ferve for calling them to prayers, to 
mafs, to work, to the gathering of the maftic, to the parochial affemblies; 


they are likewife intended for giving the alarm in cafe of attack or fire. 


Independertly of the Latin churches of whiclr I have fpoken,. there are. 
three convents of friars under the protection of France. The capuchins. 
‘confider themfelves as proprietors of the confular houfe, which makes a part 
of their convent. The monks had decamped a long time before our arrival. 
at Scro, and the chapel was abandoned fince the conful no longer paid. 


for the fervice that was performed there before. 


The hiftory of Scro is Joft in the obfcurity of time, and is confounded 
with the errors of fable. At firft under the rod of kings, next under re- 


publican agitation, then under the odious tyranny of factions, alternately 
independent 
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independent and fubje&ted, never perhaps free and happy, the inhabitants 
of Scio have paffed fucceffively under the domination of the Perfians, under 
that of the Greeks, and under that of the Romans. The Venetians at- 
tempted to eftablith themfelvcs there when the Europeans in a delirium 
were crowding towards the oriental regions, in order to drive the mnfidel 
Muffulmans from the /Zo/y Land. The Greek emperors foon after fold the 
ifland to fome Genoefe nobles, and that republic had rendered it the em- 
porlum of an extenfive commerce, when, in 1566, Sorrman I. made 


himfelf mafter of it. 


Favoured by the catholics of the country, the Venetians took poffeffion 
of Scro, in 1693, towards the end of the reign of Acumer II: they con- 
ducted themfelves there in a very indecorous and very impolitic manner, 
by perfecuting the Greeks enemies of the Latins. The year after Mrzo- 
MoRTO, a Turkifh admiral, had only to prefent himfelf to beat them and 
expel them from the ifland. Since that epoch, Scro has not ceafed to be 


fubje&t to the empire of the crefcent. 


The moft ancient and the moft valuable monument on which this ifland 
prides itfelf, is that it is called the School of Homrr. Four miles to the 
north of the town, at the foot of Mount Epos, is found near the fea-fhore, 
a calcareous rock, whofe fummit is cut into the thape of a platform; it is 
about twenty feet in diameter: a feat crowns its circumference: in the centre 
is a fquare block, which rifes from the rock to a foot and a half in height, 
and which bears on each of its fides the figure of a mutilated fphynx, 
fearcely cognizable. Such is this monument which the inhabitants confider 
as the place where Homer inftruéted and delighted his countrymen; for 


they are perfuaded that Scro gave birth to that great man. 


This 
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This opinion, warmly fupported by fome, ftrongly contefted by others, 
fill leaves the mind in fufpenfe. The moft intelligent inhabitants of Scro 
inftance among others an arch of gray marble, which was ftill fhewn not 
long fince, at EryrueEs, as an ancient monument belonging to the houfe in 
which Homer was born. They alfo quote the excellent wine produced by 
the rifing grounds of Eryrues, bordering on the Arvifian fields; a wine 
known at Scio from times the moft remote, under the name of /Zomerr’s 
nectar. By their account, it is this nectar that was given him when he was 
weaned; it is the delicious wine of thefe rifing grounds, that was fpilt on 
the altars which were erected to him when his verfes had rendered him im- 


mortal. 


Two leagues beyond the School of Ifomer, hes Port Daupain, on 
which was fituated the ancient Dexzpuinium. Ships of war anchor in this 
harbour in winter; whereas they find it more convenient and equally fafe, 


in fummer, to come to in the environs of the town of Scio. 


When you have pafled the SpatMopori Hlands, and doubled the cape, 
you arrive at Curpauyia, where, according to TourNEFoRT, are to be 
feen the rvins of a temple which he believes to have been confecrated to 
Neptune. We did not land at Carpamyza, but we paffed very clofe to 
it on the day of our departure from Miryuene. ‘The coaft in the environs 
is very elevated and fteep: the rock, naked in feveral places, appeared to 


us every where calcareous. 


To the weft of the ifland, is perceived at a little diftance from Prreut, 
in a fmall plain that terminates at the fea, ruins which muft be confidered as 
thofe of the ancient Pyanum. This place, at the prefent day called Puawa, 
prefents heaps of rubbith, piles of ftones, for the moft part fquare, fmocth, 
and cut with a chifel; but neither infcription, pillar, nor bafs-reliefs are 


L there 
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there to be difcovered: the anchorage expofed to the north-weft would be 
dangerous in winter for large fhips. The Arvifian fields and rifing grounds, 
fo celebrated formerly for the goodnefs of their wines, are more to the 


north, and make part of the territory of Voxisso, 


In the firft excurfions which we made in the ifland, the inhabitants did 
aot fail to direct our fleps towards Scravia, fituated upwards of two leagues 
to the fouth of Scio. A running ftream, frefh and copious, iffucs at the 
foot of fome calcareous rocks, and waters gardens which lie below. This 
place, truly beautiful, truly picturefque, is held in veneration in the coun- 
try: an infinite number of virtues are attributed to thefe waters, and it is 
believed that it was at this fountain that the beautiful HeLen came to 
dbathe when fhe imhabited the ifland. 


With refpect to ancient feulpture, no remarkable monument of this 
kind is to be met with at Scio, except two headlefs bufts, let into the outer 
wall of a country-houfe built by the Genoefe, at a little diftance from the 
town. Citizen Dicron, vice-conful of the Republic, confidered them as 
two bufts ef Isis, in which, according to him, the Egyptian chifel of the 
reign of the Protemres was diftinguifhable; but the corfet with which they 
are clothed, as well as an ornament probably of metal, which they wore on 
the bofom, to judge of it from the hollows that are in it, incline us to think 
that thefe bufts are more modern, and, in all probability, the work of the 


Genoefe. 


Some pieces of pillars, fome remains of capitals are fill to be feen in moft 
of the villages which we traverfed, but no trace of ancient edifices, no 
weftige of a temple is to be perceived; time and the hand of man have 


eftroyed every thing. 


Mattic 
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Maftic muft be confidered as one of the moft important produCions of 
the ifland, and the moft valuable, fince to this it 1s that the inhabitants 
of Scio owe a part of their privileges, and the cultivators their indepen- 
dence, their comfort, and, perhaps, their happinefs, The lentifk which pro- 
duces it, differs not from that which grows in the fouth of Europe and 
in all the iflands of the ARcHIPELAGO. At Scio, are remarked only a few 
flight varieties with larger leaves, which culture has produced, and which 
are perpetuated by layers and grafting. 

In order to obtain the maftic, numerous incifions are made in the trunk 
and principal branches of the lentifk, from the 15th to the 2oth of July, 
according to the Greek calendar. There exudes little by little from al] thofe 
incifions, a liquid juice which infenfibly grows thicker, remains attached to 
the tree in drops more or lefs large, or falls and thickens on the ground, 
when it is very abundant. The former is the moft in requeft: it is detached 
with a fharp iron inftrument, half an inch in breadth at its extremity. Fre- 
quently cloths are placed under the tree, in order that the maftic which 


trickles {from it, may not be impregnated with earth and filth. 
2 preg 


According to the regulations made on this fubjeét, the firft gathering 
cannot take place before the 27th of Auguft. It lafts cight fucceffive days, 
after which freth incifions are made in the trees till the 26th of September, 
then the fecond gathering is made, which likewife lafts eight days. After 
this time the trees are cut no more; but the maftic which continues to run, 
is gathered till the roth of November, on the Monday and Tuefday of every 


week. It is afterwards forbidden to gather this production. 


The culture of the lentifk is fimple and eafy: it confifls much more in 
cleanfing the foil than in turning it up. The cultivators difpenf with 
cutting this tree, and they take good care not to form it a handfome fem. 
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it has been difcovered that the lentifks which trail, yield much more mattic 


than thofe whofe ftem is ftraight and fhooting. 


Lefs like trees than fhrubs, their trunk fcarcely acquires feven or eight 


inches in diameter, and their height is feldom above twelve or fifteen feet. 


Citizen Dicron communicated to us an experiment which deferves to 
be known. As it is forbidden to cultivate the lentifk out of the limits 
traced by the government, a Turk thought to evade the law, and never- 
thelefs obtain maftic by grafting the lentifk on young turpentine-trees, 
Thefe grafts fucceeded perfectly well; but this man was very much 
aftonifhed, a few years after, to fee flow from the incifions that he had 
made, a fubftance which combined with the odour and the qualities of 


maftic, the liquidnefs of turpentine. 


Matftic is gathered in twenty-one villages fituated to the fouth of the 
town. There are, befides, three villages to the weft, whofe plantations far 
from productive have been abandoned. The latter have not, on that ac- 
count, lefs preferved their ancient denomination and the privileges which 


the others enjoy: they pay their impoft in lime fince they no longer furnith 


maftic. 


This production amounts, one year with another, to fifty thoufand okes 
and even more. Twenty-one thoufand belong to the aga who farms this 
commodity, and are delivered by the cultivators in payment of their perfonal 
impoft. They are paid for the furplus at the rate of 50 parats the oke 
(nearly 16 fous the pound) and they are prohibited, under very fevere 
penalties, from felling or difpofing of it to any other than the aga who farms 


1t, 


The 
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The beft and fineft quality is fent to ConstanTINOPLE for the palace 
of the Grand Signior. The fecond quality is intended for Cairo, and 
paffes into the harems of the Mamaliiks. ‘The merchants generally obtain 


a mixture of the fecond and third quality. 


The women of Scro, as well as the female Muffulmans, Greeks, Arme- 
nians, and Jeweffes of the whole empire, are in the habit of having mattic 
inceffantly in their mouth. This refinous and odoriferous fubftance does not 
eafily diffolve; it becomes foft and very white by means of heat and faliva; 
it cleans the teeth, gives the breath an agreeable odour, {trengthens the 
ftomach, and carries to the lungs balfamic emanations extremely falutary, 
and which may to a certain degree prevent the pulmonary confumption, 


to which the inhabitants of the iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO are very 
fubject. 


Scro turpentine is daily becoming more fcarce. Barely two hundred 
okes are collected at this day, whereas double that quantity was obtained 
formerly. Notches are made in the tree in lieu of incifions, and under- 
neath them is placed a fmall earthen veffel fit for receiving the liquor that 
flows from them. The turpentine-tree acquires a fize rather confiderable: 
fome are feen near the Armenian burying-ground of ConsTANTINOPLE, 
on the road leading to Byux-pe'R£, which are not inferior to our largeft 


walnut-trees. 


The women of Scro are very fond of its fruit: the refinous and very aro- 
matic tafte of its pulp pleafes them as much as that of the kernel; and as ft 
is fcarcely of the fize of a pea, they eat at the fame time the ftone, the pulp 
of a bluifh green which covers it, and the kernel which it contains. It is 
called in the country éxtcoudia, a word whofe fignification is not to be found 


in any language of the Levanr. 


N 2 Although 
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Although cotton is in great plenty at Scio, yet it does not, fuffice for 
the fupply of the numerous manufactonies which are there eftablithed. The 
inhabitants are obliged to fend for a tolerably large quantity from RoMANIA, 
and the coaft of Asta. They manufacture plain cloths, dimities, fwantkins 
plain and fhaggy, and a few coarfe calicoes ftriped blue. The country- 
women fpin cotton with- a wheel; they alfo employ themfelves in making 


ftockings and caps which they bring to fell at the town. 


The colle¢tion of filk, in ordinary years, is eftimated at ten or twelve 
thoufand okes: it fometimes amounts to fifteen thoufand, a quantity whiclr 
is never fufficient for fupplying the manufactories of the town. About 
twenty thoufand okes are annually procured from Bursa, ADRIANOPLE,. 
and Syrza, The mulberry-tree which is cultivated at Scro, and with 
which the filk-worm 1s reared is that which we know under the name of 
murier noir or mérier d’Efpagne*. A few private perfons draw from the 
fruit, a brandy not very fpirituous, but agreeable. The price of the leaf of 


the mulberry-tree arrived at its fize, is from two to three piaftres. 


The tfland produces wheat, barley, wine, oil, and a few legumes; but the 
quantity of thefe commodities is fo difproportioned to that required by the 
number of the inhabitants that they are obliged to draw them from all 
quarters. ‘The wheat is fcarcely fufficient to fubfift them for three months. 
The wine furnifhes for the confumption of feven or eight: it 1s, in general, 
{weet and fpirituous. That which rich individuals make with care, is as 
good as Mataca, Fronrignac, and Cyprus wines, when they have: 


acquired a little age. 


* Morus nigra. Linn.—<Ang. The common mulberry-tree. 


The 
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The oil fuffices for the wants of the inhabitants, in good crops; they 
procure that article from Mirytene when thefe are bad or indifferent: 
here, as well as throughout the Levant, they falt a very great quantity 


of olives, according to the procefs which I have mentioned elfewhere. 


Oranges, common lemons, wild lemons, and bergamot-citrons which are 
brought during the winter and in the fpring to ConstantTinopLe, Apri- 
ANOPLE, and SMYRNA, are a very important article of trade which is 
eftimated, one year with another, at 2,000,000 of our livres (circa C252 381s 
fterling.) A very agreeable firup, in great requelt, is alfo made with the 
exprefled juice of lemons and cedrats: it 1s fet to thicken over the fire, after 
receiving the addition of a little fugar or honey. It 1s fent to Constanx- 
TINOPLE, to Carro, and into the Bhacx Sza. The rinds of thefe fruits 


are preferved in fugar or honey, and are diftributed all over the Levanr. 


The galls while yet green of a fpecies of willow, /falvia pomifera, are 
in like manner preferved in fugar or honey. ‘This {weetmeat is very agree- 
able, much efteemed, and highly ftomachic. The Sciots employ not only 
the galls of the country, but thofe which they receive from the neigh- 
bouring iflands. 


The rofe-tree is alfo an important article of culture, either from the great 


quantity of conferve of rofes which is there made,. or from the effential oif 


which is extracted from it. 


Dried figs are efteemed, and are almoft all {ent to Smyrna and to Con- 
STANTINOPLE; of thefe the inerchants of Smyrna difpatch to Europes, 
as well from Sc1o as from the coaft of Asia, to the amount of 100,000 
livres i. A,1061. fterling), 


ay 
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In moft of the gardens is feen the febeften, whofe oval fruit, a little 
{maller than a common olive, contains an excellent glue, employed through- 


out the Levant for bird-catching. 


A plum-tree called verdafier is here cultivated: its fruit 1s large, oblong, 
of a pale green, and of a very agreeable tafte. It ripens in July, and lafts 
{carcely three weeks. The inhabitants make it an article of trade: they peel 
the plum, dry it in the fun, pack it up in boxes, and fend it to Smyrna 


and CONSTANTINOPLE, where it is fold as high as two piaftres the oke. 


The wax is not fufficient for the great confumption which is made of 
that article in the churches of the country: the inhabitants import it from 
Greece and Narotia: they alfo import honey for firups, preferves, and 


{weetmeats which they prepare; that, of Grrzce is the moft efteemed. 


It is reckoned that there are about five hundred looms employed in the 
manufacture of filk ftuffs: the inhabitants of Sc1o have fucceeded in imi- 
tating, in fome meafure, our Lyons filks: but they have copied with more 
fuccefs the Inp1a filks and cottons, which they.alfo draw from ALEPPO 
and Damascus. Thofe of Scio are at this day fuperior to thofe of thefe 
two cities, the oldeft manufacturing ones of the Ottoman Empire. They 
alfo make a confiderable quantity of gaitans or filk loops preferable to 
thofe of ConsranrinopLe and Bursa. ‘They ferve for the edging and 
buttonholes of the Turkith dreffes: they alfo plait fome in gold and in filver 
for thofe of the women. ‘There are much fewer looms for the cottons than 
for the filks. 


The trade of the various cloths manufactured at Scro is eftimated at up- 


wards of 6,000,000 of our livres (250,000l. fterling). 
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‘We fhall not here enter into an enumeration of the articles of natural 
hiftory which this ifland furnifhes in abundance: it will be fufficient for 
us for the moment to prefent three fhells unknown to naturalifts. 

1. The denticulated bulimus (Piatt AVIT. jig. 9. a.b.) it refembles, 
in point of form, colour, and bulk, the xonparei/ bulimus. The laft volute 
is a little angular and a little more ftriated than the other thirteen. The 
mouth would be almoft round if it had not a little pofterior finus: its inner 
rim is entirely denticulated. Two ftronger tecth, which extend inwardly, 
are to be perceived; that which anfwers to the termination of the columella 
is more marked than the other. We found it at the foot of a wall, ina 


garden planted with orange-trees *. 


2. The whelk-like melania (fig. 8.) It lives in the frefh waters of Scto, 
of almoft all the iflands of the ARcH1IPELAGO, of Crete, and of Syria. 
Its form is conical, and its colour dark; it is fmooth, compofed of eight 
volutes, the laft of which, feen behind, is a little longer than the others taken 
together. The mouth is oblong-oval; the lip is thin and without finuofities. 
The callofity of the columella is white. The extremity of the fhell is a little 
emarginated +. 

3. In the frefh waters is alfo found the orvental planorbis, (Prats XVII. 
Jig. 11. a. and fig. 11. 6.) whofe colour is fimilar to that of the great planorbis 


of Evrope; but it differs from it by its face which anfwers to the mouth, 


* Buximus denticulatus finifer, parvulus, elongatus, fubtiliter firiatus, rufefcens: apertura curs 
angufto finu fuborbiculata, undique multi-dentata- 


+ Mexania buccinoidea breviter fufiformis; laevigata, fuliginofa: calle columellari albo; bafs 
truncato, emarginato. 


being 


Oy 


a) 
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being deeper and the outline of the mouth not being interrupted by the 


convexity of the fecond volute, In this fhell there can feldom be reckoned 
more than three rounded volutes, {carcely ftriated *, 


@ PLanworsis orientalis porvulus, 


Sebirigyratus, gyris deprefiufeulis: margine convexo; facie 
crali deprefiore 3 apertura fubovalis 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER ViL 


Departure from Scio.—Stay at Tchefiné, af Tino, at Andros, aé Myconi, 
at Delos, at Naxia, at Paros, and at Antiparos. 


Arrer having in vain waited three months at Scro, for letters from Paris; 
after having tranfmitted to Citizen Descoruzs fome reflections on the 
interefting countries which we had juft vifited, we refolved to repair to 
Crete, and to examine the iflands and the important places that fhould 
lie in our route: we failed, in confequence, on the 21ft of Floréal (10th of 
May) on board of a Greek boat which we inad juft hired, and, in four hours, 
we arrived at Tcuresme, a fmall town of Asta, fituated almoft oppofite 
to Scio, at the head of a fpacious road to which art has had no occafion to 
add in order to make it a good harbour. A citadel fomewhat extenfive, 
conftruéted by the Genoefe, runs floping to the fea-fhore, and feems in- 
tended to fecure from all infult both the town and the harbour. 


Tcuesme is built on the ruins of Crssuvs. Its road, formerly famous 
from the victory which the fleet of the Romans there gained over that of 
AntTiocHus, is not lefs fo, in our days, from the burning and the total 
deftruction of the Turkifh {quadron, which happened in 1770. But the 
Romans took advantage of their victory; while the Ruffians, mafters of the 
fea, and feconded by a good wind, durft not, after this event, force their 
way up the Heiriespenrt, and run under the walls of the Seraglio to dic- 
tate to Musrapua the conditions of peace which they might have impofed 
oo him, 


VOL. TL. 9 Geographers 
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Geographers place at the head of a bay, two or three leagues to the north 

of Tcngsme, the ancient Eryturs, celebrated for the oracles of the 
Sibyl; I chofe to proceed thither on foot, while my colleague was purchafing 
at TenesMe, the provifions that we-wanted. I left on the right the town 
and fome chalky, calcareous hillocks; I traverfed an uneven ground, fields 
in culture, hillocks uncultivated, and, after an hour’s journey, I found my- 
felf ina plain that terminated at the bay of which I have juft fpoken. I 
faw, at a little diftance from the fea, a {pring rather copious, the water of 
which was harfh and burning: the environs prefented marine falt. A poor 
building ftood by the fide of the fpring: I was told that there are bafins 
where a perfon may bathe; I wifhed to enter them: perceiving fome Turks, 
@ retired, and was proceeding towards the fea, when, a moment after, I faw 
two of them, with the yatagan in their hand, advancing towards me, 
threatening me and calling me dog and infidel. I had with me only a Greek 
fervant, little capable of feconding me, though ftrong as HercuLes; but 
T had a fword-cane: this was better. 1 immediately unfheathed my weapon, 
and, in a firm and impofing voice, defired them to be told, that if they 


did not inftantly retire, I would caufe five hundred blows to be given them 


with a flick, in my prefence, by the aga of Tcuzsme’. This threat and, 


above all, my fword, made thefe Turks change their tone. ‘* He is a mad- 
‘man, he is a Frenchman,” faid they to each other; ‘ let us leave him 


” 


alone. 


I did not think it prudent to go and fee the ruins of Exytura. I 


gathered feveral interefting plants, and returned to the harbour. 


The territory of Tcnzsme’ furnifhes grain and fruit in abundance: a 
little oil and a great many raifins are there gathered. It is from this harbour 
that Sc1o draws a great part of its fubfiftence, and that it Bese keeps 
up an intercourfe with SMyRNa. 

The 
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The next day, the 22d. (11th of May,) we fet fal for Naxra with a 
light breeze from the north. We followed the coaft of Asia, leaving on 
the right two {mall defert iflands; and on the left, Cape BLaNco; we 1.W, 
to the fouth of Scro, the iflet called Vewrrrco. We perceived diftin@ly 
ahead of us, ANDRos, Tino, Myconi, Nicarza, and Samos: our boat 
was fteering towards Myconr, where we were in hopes to arrive before dark; 
but, about four o’clock in the afternoon, there appeared, to the north-weft, 
fome clouds which grew bigger and advanced towards us. Our mariners, 
uneafy, were afraid of a fudden and hard {quall; it happened: the north-weft 
wind was violent, but of fhort duration. Our boat was good, and lightly 
laden. They put us down below, laid over the hatches, and, after having 
lowered all the fails, with the exception of the fore-fail only, they bore up 
and put before the wind. I fuffered by the ftorm fo much the more feverely, 
as I was deprived of air. My colleague was not at all fick; he had feen, 
during his voyage to the auftral fhores, feas more rough, hurricanes more, 
terrible. We remained upwards of an hour in our nook, after which we 
were allowed to take the air and to participate in the joy of the crew. The 
wind had lulled and appeared to be getting round to the northward; the 
clouds were difperfing. The failors afked for wine; we gave them fome, at 
the fame time requefting them to drink with moderation: their ebriety was 
to be feared with the return of bad weather. However, it was very fine the 
reft of the day; the wind died away more and more, the night was ftill, 
part of the crew flept: we refted very well, and the next day on our rifing, 
finding ourfelves very clofe to Tino, we were exceedingly glad to go on 


fhore in order to repoie for a moment. 


We landed, to the eaft, in a fmall roadftead fheltered by calcareous rocks, 
on which we remarked, among other plants, the thornle{s caper-Luth, whofe 
leaf is thicker and more fucculent than that of the common one. We then 
afcended a hill in order to herborize and fee the interior of the ifland; after 


0 2 which 
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which we fet fail, and ftood on and anchored to the fouthward, in the road- 
ftead, on whofe fhore is built the little town of Sun Nicoro, which occupies. 
the place of the ancient capital. The citadel is up the country, four miles 


from that fpot, on a very lofty hill. 


Hiftory informs us that the Tinians had furnifhed troops to the Greeks at 
the battle of Puatma; that afterwards they had fubmitted to the Perfians, 
as well as all the inhabitants of the CycLaprs. ‘Tino was united to the 
Empire of the Easr when the Venetians, in 1207, made themfelves mafters 
of it, and fortified it in fuch a manner that, for a long time, it refifted alone 


all the efforts of the Ottoman forces. 


In 1537, Barparossa, after having taken Skyro, Patmos, No, 
STAMPALIA, Paros, and fome other iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO, came 
and attacked it with a confiderable fleet and fome land-forces. He had 
already made himfelf mafter of part of the ifland; already had feveral villages 


capitulated; but fome timely fuccours fent from Canp1a obliged the Turks 


to retire. 


In 1570, SexiM II. meditating the conqueft of Cyprus, fent confider- 
able forces againft this ifland, then poflefled by the Venetians: the Turkifh 
admiral who commanded them, made, in paffing, a defcent on Tino, 
ravaged the country, burnt fome villages, and laid fiege to the fortrefs. The 
proveditor Panuta defended himfelf with fo much courage, that the Turks 
did not think fit to lofe their time in the conqueft of an ifland of little impor- 


tance, which could not fail to fall fooner or Jater into their power. 


Two years after, the Turks prefented themfelves with fixty fhips; but 
they again found the courage of the inhabitants, and the prudence of the 


governor, obftacles which they were unable to furmount. They retired after 
having 
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having ravaged the ifland anew, and carried off fome flocks, fome women, 


and fome children. 


In 1684, under Mauomer IV. Morosinr beat and handled very 
roughly the Turkifh fleet which had come to attack the ifland for the 
fourth time. But in 1714, under the reign of Acuuer III. the ifland fur- 
rendered to Dianum-Coceta, captain-pacha, who had only eleven gallies 
and eight fhips. The proveditor Bernnarpo BAupzr is reproached with 
having made but a feeble refiftance, and with having capitulated when he 
ought to have fought and to have waited for the fuccour which the Re- 


public was on the point of fending to him. 


Next to Scio, T1no is the moft induftrious country of the ARcHI- 
PELAGO, becaufe it is the moft free and the moft favoured by the govern- 
meat. No Turk here incommodes the inhabitants by his prefence, or con- 
{trains them by his authority. The ifland has magiftrates, whom the people 
appoint every year; and thefe places, more honourable than lucrative, fought 
after by all, are granted to thofe only who have diftinguifhed themfelves by 


their probity and their attachment to their country. 


Here are reckoned forty towns or villages, which, according to the re- 
gifters of the government, contain a population of fifteen thoufand eight 
hundred fouls; namely: ten thoufand Greeks, and five thoufand eight 
hundred Latins, 


The ifland is divided into two thoufand two hundred hearths, and all the 
lands into four hundred and feventy-four thoufand and fixty-four afpres, 
The afpre 18 equivalent to a ground-rent value of five piaftres, fo that a field 
valued at a hundred piaftres, is marked twenty afpres in the regifters, Each 


afpre 
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afpre pays at the rate of two parats tax, which is levied for the account of 


fome Turkith agas who refide at ConsTANTINOPLE. 


Lo complete the total amount of the fums fucceffively required by the 
Porte for the captain-pacha and his fuite, and in order to provide for un- 
forefeen difburfements, for the expenfes of adminiftration and others, the 
inhabitants pay fome additional parats in proportion to the afpres which they 


poffefs. 


Every ground-rent property is valued and infcribed in two regifters; one 
of which is in the hands of the Latin comptroller, and the other in the 


hands of the Greek comptroller. 


In order that the Turkith agas may not fend a tchocadar to exact and 
gather their duties, the inhabitants compound with them, and remit them 
their money with the greateft punctuality; by this means they avoid the 
expenfes which that agent would occafion, and the extortion which he would 
not fail to exercife in his double quality of Muffulman and a perfon intrufted 


with power. 


The total impoft, with the expenfes, amounts annually to 36,234 piaftres; 
# confiderable fum, in proportion to the fmall extent of the ifland, but very 


moderate if we confider its population and the induftry of its inhabitants. 


Tino, in a good harveft, produces fufficient barley for the wants of the 


year. 


Wheat fcarcely affords a fupply for three or four months. 
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As to legumes, the inhabitants gather none but a few broad beans, and 
fome chich-peas, the flour of which they mix, as at Scro, with that of 


wheat to make bread. 


Sheep are in fufficient plenty to admit of being exported annually to 


the value of from 5 to 6000 piattres. 


No oil is made at Trno: the olives which are there gathered are falted 


and confumed by the inhabitants. 


Wine is fufficiently abundant, to furnifh the fupply of the European 


veffels which occafionally anchor in the harbours and roads of the ifland. 


There are figs, oranges, feveral cther fruits and various herbage for the 
wants of the inhabitants: thefe laft are fometimes furnifhed tu Scio and 


SMYRNA. 


\ 
Honey and wax, cotton and wool, are generally confumed in the country. 


Silk is the only article of exportation at all confiderable. A great part 
of the ifland is planted with mulberry-trees, and almoft all the women are 
employed in rearing filk-worms and afterwards in winding the filk off the 
cods. Every year are imported two or three thoufand okes of raw filk, 
generally employed for the loops and ftrings which are made at Scro, at 
SMYRNA, at ConsTANTINOPLE, and elfewhere, for trimming the dreffes 
of both fexes. At Tino, and in the CycLapeEs, the inhabitants cultivate 


the white mulberry-tree, which they fuffer to grow at pleature. 


The lands of the ifland are, in general, not very fertile, except in fome 
plains of no great extent and in fome watered vallies, The inhabitants make 


amends 
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amends for this deficiency by a perfevering labour, and an activity and in- 
duftry far from common in the eaftern countries. Here the rich man is not 
more idle than the poor man; the one is a merchant, trader, or agricul- 


turift; the other, an artifan, mariner, or labourer. 


Neither do the women remain idle: they occupy themfelves with the cares 
of the family, with the rearing of filk-worms, with rural labours, and the 
day never paffes without their taking the needle or the fpindle, or knitting 
filk ftockings, which are in requeft among the Europeans on account of 


their folidity and the goodnefs of their wear. 


The Europeans and the Greeks of Smyrna, ConsTANTINOPLE, and 
SALONICA, prize highly the fervants of Tino, efpecially the female domef- 
tics, becaufe they find them, in general, more handy, more clean, and more 
honeft than the greater part of thofe of the other iflands of the Arcur- 
PELAGO. Their number is fo confiderable, that every ten, twelve, or 
fifteen days at lateft, there fails, for Smyrna, a boat loaded with young 
women who go to fupply the place of thofe who, after four or five years’ 
fervice, return with the intention of marrying, by means of the favings 


which they have made. 


There likewife fails every month a boat for ConsTANTINOPLE, and 


another every year for SALONICA. 


The inhabitants of Prreos, Isrernr1a, and CARrDIANI Work and fafhion 
the marble which they have in their territory, for Smyrna, SALONICA, 
and ConsTANTINOPLE. Every man gains at this bufinefs, from twenty to 


forty parats a day. 


ANDROS 
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ANpRos is feparated from Trno only by a channel of a mile in width, 
into which veffels of burden are afraid to enter, on account of the rocks 
and fhoals which are there fituated. This ifland is about ninety miles in 
circumference, while Tino is fcarcely fixty. Although it is lofty and 
mountainous like this laft, it has in proportion more lands fit for cultivation; 
its plains are fomewhat more extenfive, equally fertile, and as well watered. 
Here are to be feen fifty villages, and, neverthelefs, its population does not 


exceed twelve thoufand fouls. 


Aynpvros is the appanage of a fultana: a Turkifh waiwode there admi- 
nifters the police and watches over the tranquillity of the ifland. It pays 
about 30,000 piaftres, as well for the duties of the fultana, as for thofe of 


the captain-pacha. 


Silk is the principal produce of its territory: the quantity which is an- 
nually exported is eftimated at fix thoufand okes. A tolerably large quantity 
of oranges and lemons are alfo exported for SaLontca, ATuENS, and the 
Morea. The wheat, barley, wine, and oil.are generally fufficient for the 
confumption of the inhabitants. he ifland alfo produces legumes, herbage, 


various fruits. honey, wax, and cotton. 


On the morning of the 25th of Floréal (14th of May), we failed from 
the road of San Nicoto, and ran and anchored in that of Mycownt, 
diftant nearly twelve miles. ‘The ground which we examined to the north 
and to the fouth of the town, appeared to us entirely of granite. The 
ifland is far from fertile, very uneven, .almoft all mountainous, though 
much lefs elevated than Naxos, Avypros, and Tino. The town, fituated 
on the fea-fhore, is tolerably large, and contains about four thoufand 
mhabitants: this is the whole population of Myconr. The inhabitants 
are either martners or cultivators. They gather barley and wine in a 


WOOL. LY, P quantity 
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quantity fufficiently large to export fome every year, The other commo- 


dities are confumed in the ifland. It pays 7,500 piaftres by way of impoft. 


The fame evening, we wifhed to get under fail, in order to proceed to. 
Deros. Our mariners would have preferred fleeping at Mycont, where 
they had friends, and where they found good wine, to going to pafs the 
night on the fea-fhore, or among ruins which infpired them with no intereft-. 
They told us with perfeverance, that Dros and the other defert iflands 
which le near it, were the refuge of pirates, and that there was much to 
be feared if we refolved to {pend the night there. “ Thofe people,” faid 
they to us, “ do not content themfelves with {tripping navigators; they kill 
“ them and throw them into the fea, in order to fmother their crime and: 
** not to be fought after.” This argument was, undoubtedly, very goods. 
but fince it was neceflary to pafs the next day between thefe iflands, there 
was no more danger in going to fleep there that very night. ‘ Drink,” faid 
we to thefe poltroons; “ another glafs will give you courage, and let us de- 
“« part.”? They afked for half an hour in order to go and look out on the 
heights of the fouth point of Mycowni, and, about five o’clock in the 


evening, we made fail for Little Dros, where we arrived before fun-fet. 


We anchored in a fmall harbour to the weft of the ifland: we had ahead 
of us two iflets, the Great and the Little REmariart, and farther on, at: 
the diftance of half a league, Great Drxos or the Ifland of RuzwEa. We 
regaled our mariners with our TeNEDos wine and our Tcuesmr’ provifions, 
in order to make them amends for the pleafures which they would have 
enjoyed at Myconi: we recommended to them to keep a good look-out, 


and we went to take a walk before it grew dark. 


The diforder and confufion exhibited by the ruins of a celebrated city, the 


vettiges of temples, the remains of palaces, the rubbifh of houfes, ftrike 


a 3 
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and aftonith the traveller: his imagination feduces him for fome time: he 
till fees flanding the monuments of which there remain no more than the 
traces under his fteps; he takes a pleafure in decorating and embellifhing 
them. Their mafs is doubled; their ornaments are multiphed. He 1s 
topped every moment: * There is the temple of Drana,” exclaims he: 
% here is that of Apoxzo: there it is that the priefts refided.”’ Farther 
on, he difcovers a gymnafium; he perceives a theatre, a portico; he mea- 
fures the extent of a palace; he fees mutilated ftatues: it is the image of a 
god, it is the figure of a hero, it is the portrait of a benefactor. Every 
where pillars, capitals; every where marbles, granites, porphyries, with bafs- 
reliefs, and infcriptions. He cannot embrace fo many objects at ence; he 


can have but one fentiment, that of admiration. 


But how melancholy are the ideas which prefent themfelves in their turn ! 
«¢ What barbarous hand,” fays he to himfelf, ‘ firft carried fire and fword 


6 


nw 


among objects confecrated to the veneration of mankind? What impious 
“ wretch, with a facrilegious arm, durft demolifh thofe temples which the 
* gold of nations and the piety of the people erected and embellifhed? Who 
“ could break the ftatue of a beneficent god, of a hero who overthrew the 


“¢ enemies of his country, of a mortal who invented a ufeful art?” 


Men of feeling! caft a glance on Dezos; behold firft that ifland confe- 
erated to piety, covered with temples, fumptuous edifices, adorned with 
delightful gardens. Figure to yourlelves an immenfe number of people 
landing from all quarters, bringing the tribute which piety offered to the 
gods through the organ of the priefts: behold them giving themfelves up 
to joy the moft pure, to pleafures the moft fweet! Well!....all is deftroyed! 
all has difappeared! At this day, there no longer exifts any thing but ruins, 
but deferted fields, on which feem to grow, with regret, a few forry plants, 
a few ftunted fhrubs. 


PZ An 
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An ifland dedicated to immortals, an ifland which received’ offerings from 
all civilized nations, ought to have a. miraculous origin. Floating for a long 
time. at the mercy of the winds, DeLos, according to fable, was fixed by 
ihe voice of Neptune, in order to receive the miftrefs of Jurrrer,. who 
was purfued by the anger of Juno. in heaven and on earth. Latona, 
under the form of a quail, brought forth ApoLito and Diana at the foot 
of a palm-tree, and the venom of the ferpent which threatened, her, remained 


without effeét, and could not endanger her life. 


This ifland is not elevated like Tino, Naxos, and Mycowt. Every 
where fchiftofe or granitical, it exhibits no trace of a volcano, nothing that 
can explain, by the laws of. phyfics, the wonders which the Greeks have 
tranfinitted to us refpecting it. Mount Cynruus. is, to the obferver, no 
more than.a hill of granite,, of which it would be unneceflary to {peak, did 
not. every thing in this place bring back. recollections,. and deferve to fix the 
looks of the man.of curiofity.. 


On the 26th (15th of May’, before we continued’ our route for Naxray. 
we wifhed to touch at the eaft part of the Ifland of Ruenea: we paffed at- 
an carly hour between the Great and the Little REmatr1ari, and we landed 
at the place where the ground is ftill {trewn with ruins and tombs*. It is. 
well known that.the Ifland. of RHENnga« became the place of interment of 
the inhabitants of DeLos, when, under the archon EvtHypeEMus, it was 
confidered as indecent that_a facred. land fhould longer receive the dead 


bodies of mortals. 


The Ifland of Ruenea, or Great Detos, is by no means elevated; 


tolerably fertile, and very fit every where for the culture of the vine and 


* A detailed defcription of the ruins of Deles is to be found in the works of Sron, Toure 
MEFORT, and M> pe Cnoiseun; &e. 


the 
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the olive-tree. ‘Though it is rather extenfive, no inhabitants are to be fecn: 
thofe of Mycon1 go thither to fow the lands the moft fertile, and feed a 
few flocks. In no place did we fee the lentifk and the turpentine-tree, fo 
beautiful and focommon. Our mariners, on landing, haftened to cut down 


feveral of thefe trees for the purpofe of renewing their ftock of wood.. 


At one o'clock in the afternoon, we continued our route with a light 
breeze from the north, and, in four or five hours, we caft anchor in the har- 
bour of Nax1a, fituated on the weft fide of the ifland, facing Paros. This 
harbour, formerly capable of containing thirty gales, was clofed by a 
jetty which may be diftin@tly perceived when the fea is fmooth. It is 
at prefent feveral feet under water, and, neverthelefs, the fmall craft of the 
country lie there in fafety in all feafuns. Ships of burden may anchor, in 
fummer, off the harbour, under fhelter of the rock, on which are ftill. to 
be feen the remains of the temple of Baccuus*: but, in winter, navigators 
would not dare to expofe themfelves there; they would, with reafon, be 
afraid of being driven on the coaft with a wind rather ftrong from the northe. 


weit. 


The town ftands on an eminence by the fea-fide: it was defended, under 
the Venetian princes, by a citadel and by walls, which the Turks have, in 
a great meafure, deftroyed. The Latins, formerly mafters of the country, 
are all lodged within their enclofure. The Greeks occupy the part which 
extends to the eaftward of the caftle, known by the name of the New Town, 


Neso-Kopio. 


The ancient city extended to the north, towards the fountain which bears 


the name ofAri1apNe. There are alfo, below the caftle, fome remains of a 


* See the drawing which M. pz Cnorszux has given of it, Voyage Pittore/que de la Grice, 
pl. 23. 
fubterraneous 
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fubterraneous aqueduct, that probably brought to the town the waters of 
a copious {pring which is feen four or five miles to the eaft, and which at this 


day ferves to water a part of the plain of Naxza. 


ARIADNE’s fountain is no more than a fimple ftreamlet of water, to which 
travellers would pay no attention, did it not remind them that this is the 
fpot where ArrapNe abandoned herfelf to all the defpair of a forfaken 
miftrefs: it is from this fhore that fhe perceived the veffel which was 
bearing her iover far away from her; it is on the brink of this fountain, 
where fhe came every day to fhed tears, and that Baccuus, no lefs touched 
by her misfortunes than ftruck by her beauty, fucceeded in confoling her, 


and in making her forget an ungrateful man. 


Baccuus had a temple at Naxos: the gate and the foundations of it are 
{till to be feen on a {mall ifland in the vicinity of Arrapne’s fountains. 
A bridge, built on a ftring of rocks, it is faid, jomed this ifland to the large 
one, and permitted an aquedué to bring thither the water neceflary for the 


priefts who inhabited the enclofure of the temple. 


In digging lately the foundations of a houfe and of a ftorchoufe towards 
the fea-fhore, to the northward of the caftle, there was found a ftatue of a 
woman, of a tolerably handfome form. The head and the feet were wanting; 
the body had fuffered in fome places, but the neck anda part of the drapery 
were in pretty good prefervation. We faw it in the court-yard among filth. 
The mafter of the houfe fet on it no great value: he had been feveral times 
tempted to break it, in order to employ the pieces in the conftruction of 
his houfe. 


© Tournerorr. Voyage au Levant, vol. i, p. 219, 
Cuosseun Voyage Pittore/que dela Greccy pl. 22> 
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On the north fide of the ifland is found a coloffal ftatue cof AroLio, 
likewife imperfect, which the fculptor appears to have abandoned anciently: 
it isin the neighbourhood of the quarry from which the block had been 


taken. 


Naxos, like the other iflands of the ArcnipELAGo, has experienced 
all the viciffitudes of fortune. Too weak to be long independent, it was 
fucceflively in alliance with the Athenians, conquered and ravaged by the 
Perfians, tributary to the Romans, ceded to RuHopges by Mark ANTHoyy, 
afterwards fubjeét to the emperors of the East, a long time governed by 
Venetian princes, and at length united to the Ottoman Empire under the 


reign of Sexi II, 


The Naxiot «ave preferved the precious advantage of being governed by 
their own laws and cuftoms: they have a municipal adminiftration, and 
judges of their own election. The little importance of their ifland, and. 
its remotenefs from the coaft of Asra, have not permitted the Turks to 
eftablith themfelves there. The Porrez contents itfelf with fending thither 
a waiwode to exercife the police, to gather the taxes, and remit them to 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Naxos, more free and more independent than Scro, is, neverthelefs, 
very far from having attained the degree of profperity at which the latter 
has arrived. Trade there is not fufficicntly brifk; the culture of the lands 
is too much neglected, and the induftry of the inhabitants is almoft null. 
Ought we attribute the caufe to the ccntempt which the nobles, pofleffors 
of the beft grounds, manifeft for labour, a contempt which has unfortunately 


reached almoft every clafs of citizens? 


Proud 
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Proud of their ancient nobility, poor and haughty, alike difdaining 
commerce and agriculture, ftrangers to the military art, thefe noblemen, 
defcended from the firft Italian families, fee pals infenfibly, into plebeian 
hands, their ruinous manfions, their lands almoft uncultivated, without 
thinking of repairing, by labour, the loffes which an unforefeen accident, 


or their own mifconduGt, not unfrequently occafions them. 


The population of the ifland, according to the remarks which the prin- 
cipal inhabitants communicated to us, exceeds ten thoufand fouls. The 
town contains nearly two thoufand: the reft are {cattered throughout forty- 
one villages. ‘The taxes which it pays for the Jands, the karatch, and the 
cuftoms, amount to near forty purfes, or 40,000 livres (circa 1,6661. fterl- 
ing’, exclufive of fome difburfements which it is obliged to make annually, 
when the captain-pacha is lying at anchor with his fquadron in the harbour 


of Trio, or Dreo, in the Hland of Paros. 


The number of catholics is daily diminifhing: there are reckoned fcarcelv 
fix hundred fettled in the town. This does not prevent them from ftill 
having an archbifhop, a-coadjutor, fix canons, a rector, and feveral curates. 
They have alfo a houfe of Lazarifts for the education of youth, a convent 
of Capuchins, a convent of Cordeliers, and a convent of cloiftered nuns. 
The number of the Greeks, on the contrary, is increafing, and ehein clergy 
are much lefs numerous and more rich than thofe of the Latins. Here . 
all religious ceremonies are performed with the greateft pomp and the greateft 
freedom. The Porre gives itfelf little concern about what paffes in the 
ifland, provided the impoft be regularly paid, and that all bend at the fight 


of the moft infignificant of its officers. 


Naxia would be one of the moft agreeable places of refidence in the Are 
CHIPELAGO, did not the inhabitants, too idle, pull each other to pieces, 


and 
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and did not the clergy of the two churches, too numerous for fo confined a 
place, themfelves foment hatred and encourage difcord. The f{tranger pre- 
fently perceives that the priefts of the two religions govern this country 
with a rod of iron, and, without intending it, render the inhabitants more 
malicious than devout, more litigious, more quarrelfome, than juft and 


humane. 


The ifland is covered with high mountains, whofe bafe is fchiftofe or 
granitical, White marble and hard calcareous ftone lie every where on the 
fchiftus, and give birth to a great number of fprings, which water and ferti- 
lize the plains, The higheft of thefe mountains is that of Juprrer, which 
the inhabitants call Dia, or S14. We went thither with the agent of the 
Republic: it lies three leagues to the eaft of the town. We faw, as we 
paffed, the marble that bears the infcription of which Tournerorr has 
fpoken. We penetrated into a gorge fomewhat fteep, and we arrived at a 
grotto of beautiful white marble, which many travellers have vifited, to judge 


from their names engraved at the entrance and in the infide. 


“This grotto, which the inhabitants of Naxra regard as a facred fpot, 
whither the Bacchants of the country come to celebrate their feftivals and 
their myfteries, at this day prefents nothing remarkable. In the infide, 
ate to be feen ftalactites, fimilar to all thofe of calcareous grottoes; decayed 
fragments in different places; fome blocks of marble detached: on the outfide, 
a place extremely folitary, little verdure, the fummit of the mountain of 
Jupiter almoft perpendicular, a pretty fpecies of campanula* on the 


clefts of the rocks; a little farther, a few oaks, and a great many trilobate- 
leaved maples-+, 


* It is reprefented by Tounnerort. Voyage ay Levant, vol. i. p. 243. 


+ Acer creticum. 
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tour of it; and, after feveral hours of fatigue, we reached the fummit,. 
precifely at the place where Norxtret, French ambaflador at Constan- 
rtnoPLe, canfed his name to be engraved, together with an infcription, 
v cflaced. Nothing fo beautiful as the horizon which 
prefented itfelf to us: we had under our eyes a bird’s-eye view of the. 
dland, and diftinguithed the greater part of its mountains: we were made to 
obferve Corono, which tcok its name from the nymph Coronis, nurfe to 
Baccnvus. Every where fertile plains, watered vallies, villages well built, 
chapels in good condition, formed a contraft with wlhitith rocks and arid 
hills, and compofed various pictures on which our eyes could not remain 


fixed, fo beautiful, fo impofing was the profpect of the fea and its iflands. 


Our looks were directed; in {pite of ourfelves, over a great number of 
lands more or lefs lofty, more or lefs extenfive. To the north, we had 
Mycont: beyond that we faw, to the north north-weft, Tino and Ayn- 
pros; S1zA and Jura were detached below: we difcovered, to the north- 
weft, SerpHO, THERMIA, and Zea; to the weft, Paros, ANTIPAROS, 
and S1IpHANTO; to the fouth-weft, ARGENTIERA, Burnt Istanp, and 
Mito: Nio and Santorin were tothe fouth; Poricanpro and Sik1no 
to the fouth fouth-weft; Amorco and Srampauia, to the fouth-eatt; 
Cautmino and Lero, to the eaft; Patmos and Nrcarza, to the. north- 
eaft; in fhort, in almoft every direction, we faw fome iflets and fome 


fceattered rocks, which can be interefting to none but navigators. 


We met with fome flocks on the back of the mountain: they confifted of 
the little fheep of Iraty and of Provence, with fhort and coarfe wool; 
and of a {mall fpecies of goat, of which the poor eat the flefh, but of which 
the rich eftcem only the kids. We faw nothing more wild than the fhep- 


herds, nothing more unfociable than their women. They were very far from 
refembling 
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refembling thofe that formerly inhabited Mount Ina, the beautiful ve lev 
of Temper, or the flowery banks of the Meanner. We had fome difficult. 
in obtaining a few glaffes of milk, of which we were much in want: we 
were obliged to beg for a long time, and pay beforehand. But is it their 
fault if they are rude and miftruftful? They have fo frequently heard the 
Turks fpoken of, that they think all men with whom they are not acquainted, 


are as unjuft and malignant as they are. 


The women of Naxaa, in imitation of thofe of Scro, take a pleafure in 
holding in their mouth an inodorous fubftance which their ifland produces: 
they chew it, and turn it about in every way, as the others do maftic. The 
plant which furnifhes it is known. to botanifts by the name of atractylis 


gummifera: it does not grow high, and flowers at the end of the {ummer. 


This fabftance has been improperly called gum: on fubjecling it to fome 
experiments, it appeared to me rather to come nearer to refin than gum, or, 
to fpeak more correétly, it is a peculiar fubftance, which comes nearer te 
elaftic gum than to any other. Citizen Desrowratnes obierved that the 
Arabs and Moors gather it in the environs of ALcrers, and make it inte 

e; but he is ignorant of the proceedings which they employ. The root of 


this plant affords an aliment equally wholefome and nutritious. 


The hills and rifing grounds of Naxos are covered with myrtles, arbutufes, 
lentifks, hypericums, favories, thorny brooms, leguminous fhrubs, and feveral 
fpecies of rock-rofes, among which are to be remarked, in great plenty, that 
which furnifhes the labdanum. The rivulets are bordered by oleanders, 
agnus-caftufes, and plane-trees. As the feafon was advancing, our col- 
le€lion of plants was lefs confiderable than at Scto. We found, however. 
on the rocks, the fhrubby Cretan pink, and a beautiful fpecies of ceataury, 
remarkable from its purple and very large flowers; from its downy leaves, 


Q2 Iyre- 
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lyre-fhaped at the lower part of the ftalk, and oval at the upper part, witl: 
one or two oppofite teeth towards their bafe. The fcales of the calyx are 


ciliate, and the plant is from one foot to two feet high *. 


In the eaft part of the ifland is feen a mine, tolerably abundant, of conr- 
mon emery, which fome Englith fhip-captarns purchafe, as they pafs, at a 
very low price. This metallic fubflance would be much more fuitable to 


French captains, who ballaft with ftones their fhips loaded with oil or cotton, 


We found in moft of the rivulets a crab, which we met with again at 
Azppo, in Mesopotamia, and in Persia: we thall give the figure and 


the defcription of it elfewhere. 


The ftay which we made in the country with the agent of the Republic, 
afforded us an opportunity of obferving the proceedings of the cultivators, 
relative to caprification. It confifts fimply in placing on the fig-trees whicl 
produce only the fecond fig, the fpecies known by the nanie of fe -flowers, 
or firft figs, which appear and ripen a month or a monta and’a half before 
the others. The fecond figs ripen, as is weil known, towards the end of 
Thermidor, and fucceed each other without interruption till the end’of Ven- 
démiaire, and even later. The Greeks ftring together ten or twelve of thefé 
firft figs, and fufpend them in different parts of the fig-tree whofe fruits 
they wifh to fecundify. This operation, of which fome authors, both an- 
cient and modern, have fpoken with admiration, appeared to me nothing 
more than a tribute which man paid to ignorance-and'to prejudices. Ih fac 
in many countries of the Levant, caprification is not Known: it is not at 


al! made ufe of in Irary, Frawcz, or Spain: it has long Been neglected 


* CENTAUREA atro-purpurea calycibus ciliatis, foliis infevicribus ljratis, fupremis ovatar 
danceolatis, bafs appendiculatis, floribus purpureis. 


1a 
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in.fome iflands of the AncH1PpeLaco, where it was formerly praétifed, and, 
ceverthelefs, every where are procured figs very good to be eaten. If this 
operation were neceffary, whether the fecundation were to be cffeed by the 
feniunal powder, which might be fcattered and introduced alone by the eye 
of the fig, or whether Nature, in order to tran{mit it from one fig to another, 
fhould make ufe of a little cynips, as has been commonly imagined, it may 
eafily be conceived that thefe firft figs in flower could not fecundify at: the 
fame time thofe which have attained a certain fize, and thofe which {carcely 


appear, and which do not ripen till two months after the others. 


Let, us leave all the marvellous of caprification, and acknowledge, accord- 
ing to obfervation, that it muft be ufelels,, fince every fig contains fome male 
flowers towards its eye, capable of fecundifying all the female flowers of the 
infide; and that, befides, this fruit may grow, ripen, and become excellent 


to be eaten, when even the feeds are not fecundified.. 


The inhabitants of Naxos cultivate the vine at the foot of the rifing 
grounds, and in the plains- which are not watered. Their wine is, in general, 
of indifferent quality, becaufe they make it ill, and know not how to preferve 
it. This wine is all confumed in the.country: it feldom happens that Eu- 


yopean.veffels take in any in paffing. 


The ifland furnifhes wheat, kidney-beans, gardén:beans, and a few other 


legumes forthe wants of the year. 


Barley.is in. much greater plenty: ten or twelve thoufand quintals are an- 


nually exported. 


Oil, in a favourable feafon, may amount to. the value of from jo to 


40,000. livres: it is of indifferent quality, 


Oranges, 
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Oranges, lemons, bergamot-citrons, are not fo plentiful as they might be, 
becaute there is no town fufficiently confiderable within reach for a great con- 
fumption. CoNsSTANTINOPLE.is too far diftant: Smyrna and SALonica 
have them in their territory, and receive, befides, thofe of Scro. This 


article procures, however, every year, from 12 to 1 5,000 livres. 


The peaches, apricots, pomegranates, pears, plums, walnuts, almonds, 


and figs, are confumed in the ifland. 


Naxos has fheep and goats for the wants of the inhabitants, a few fmall- 
fized oxen for hufbandry, together with mules and affes for draught. The 
wool is of bad quality, like all that of the ARcHIPELAGO, and is confumed 


in the country. 


Cheefe is an article of exportation fomewhat confiderable: it amounts to § 


or 10,000 livres: it is fent to CONSTANTINOPLE, SMYRNA, and SALonIca. 


Cotton is little cultivated: a few private perfons gather it for ftockings, 
caps, and fome coarfe cloths, which are made in the family. It is the fame 


with fiik and flex. 
The honey and wax are confumed in the ifland. 


To the fouth of the town is a fmall faltern, where a few cargoes of falt 
are made for the capital. The Porte has taken poffeffion of it, and farms 
out its produce to the cuftom-houfe officer. The falt is nearly all fold to 
the inhabitants, at the rate of two livres for fixty pounds. a 
We were-not willing te quit Naxra without making an excurfion to 


Panos, without examining its mountains of marble, without feeing its 


3 harbours, 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 119 
harbours, without taking a look at its inhabitants. This ifland, formerly one 
of the moft important of the Cycrapes, had fill a population fomewhat 
confiderable when it was fubjected to the Ottoman Empire by Barbarossa; 
but it has fuffered to fuch a degree fince. that epoch, by the pillage of the 
Turks, by the defpotifm of the government, and by the flay which the 
f{quadron of the captain-pacha makes there every-year, that its inhabitants 
have imperceptibly diiappeared, and that it no longer prefents at this day any 
thing but uncultivated fields and villages partly deftroyed. During the war 
ef Canpra, the Venetians alfo greatly contributed to its depopulation, by 
ravaging it, and deftroying almoft all the olive-trees, which conftituted its 


principal wealth. . 


Paros had {till fix-thoufand inhabitants atthe beginning of the century: 
at the prefent day there are reckoned fcarcely two thoufand. The European 
confuls have withdrawn from it long fince; the catholics have fled, and the 
Greeks who remain, idle and wretched, fee themfelves expofed every year to 
the ftick of the officers of the captain-pacha’s fquadron, .to the {word of the. 
failors, to the rapacity-of all. 

Paros lies two leagues to the weft of Naxos: its extent is not near fu 
confiderable; but it has in proportion a much greater quantity of lands fit 
for culture. Its mountains are lefs elevated, its rifing grounds lefs arid, and. 


its plains would be as fertile, if they were as well watered. 


The harbour of Maussa, fituated to the morth, is one of the fineft and - 
moft fpacious in the ArcuipELaco. Here are ftill to be feen the remains 
of the batteries which the Ruffians had erected for defending its entrance, 
when, matters of the. ArcHIPELAGO in their war before the laft with the 


Turks, they had made Paros the depot of their forces... 


This 
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This harbour is unwholefome in autumn and towards the end of the fum- 
mer, on account of fome marlhes which are fituated at the head of it. 
‘The Ruffian army fuffered from them to fuch a degree, that it was obliged 


to quit the place, after having loft a great number of failors and foldiers. 


There are three harbours on the eaft fide of the ifland: the firft, called 
Port Saxta Aflaria, towards the north point, is fheltered, by fome iflands, 
from winds from the north and fouth; but it is open to the north-eaft, 


which prevents thips from frequenting it_in winter. 


The harbour of Afarmora lies in the middle. Near there is feen Fort Sunr 

AytTonto, in which Veniert, prince of the ifland, fuftained for a long time 
all the efforts of Barbarossa. He gave up this important poft only becaufe 
the garrifon were in want of every thing, and perifhing with thirft and 
hunger. . 
’ The harbour of Trro lies lower down: it is, like the firft, fheltered by 
fome iflands, but open to foutherly winds. The captain-pacha remains at 
anchor here every year for upwards of a month, till the return of the gallies 
and fmal] veflels which he difpatches to the neighbouring iflands, in order 
to colle& the impoft to which they are fubject. 


There is only one harbour to the weftward, at the head of which the 
principal town is built. Veffels of burden anchor without, under fhelter of 
fome iflets, as well as in the narrow channel that feparates Paros from ANn- 


TIPAROS. 


The modern town is built on the ruins of the ancient. At this day it is 
no more than a wretched village, while it was formerly one of the largeft, 
nicheft, and handfomeft cities of the AkcHIPELAGO; and what comes to 


the 
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the fupport of the teftimony of the ancient authors, are the fragments of 
cornices, capitals, and pillars, which are feen fcattered about, or which are 


to be remarked in the walls of the modern houfes and churches, 


Avirpesus, fituated to the weftward of the harbour of Marmora, is the 
moft lofty mountain in the ifland: this it is that furnifhed more particularly 
the marble which the Greeks drew from Paros. Near an ancient quarry, 
here is {till to be feen the bafs-relief fketched on a rock of which Tourwe- 


rort has fpoken, and of which M. pe Cuorseut has given a drawing. 


Antiparos, known formerly under the name of Oxriros, is remarkable 
only for the extent of its grotto, ali the details of which may be confulted 
in the two authors that I have juft quoted. But ought it to be confidered 
as a quarry from which marble was extracted for a length of time, or as a 
vaft cavity, fuch as naturally exift in moft calcarcous mountains? The 
filence of authors leaves us in fufpence, and the infpection of the fpot af 


fords us no greater information in this refpect. 


The inhabitants of thefe two iflands gather, for the wants of the year, 
wheat, barley, wine, fefamum, and fome legumes. Cotton is the moft con- 
fiderable production, and the only one that furnifhes the inhabitants with 
the means of paying their impoft, and of procuring themfelves fuch com- 
modities as they are in need of. Fruits and herbage would be an article 
fomewhat important, did not the Turks, who anchor at Trro, frequently 
take poffeffion of them by main force, or require them at a very low price. 


Thefe two iflands pay fomething more than 8,000 piaftres by way of impoft. 
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CHAPTER Vit. 


Departure from Naxos.—Stay at Nio.—Productions and indufiry of ies 
inhabitants.—Departure from that ifland.—View of Sikinos and Phole- 
gandros.—-4rrival at Cimolis.—Fear of the inhabitants.—Defeription of 
this volcanic tland:—Origin of Cinslian earth.—Digging in fome ancient 
fepultures.—Shooting excurfion to Polino.—Serpents and wild goats of 
that ifland. 


Ly the afternoon of the 20th of Meffidor (8th of July) we failed from 
Naxra; and, in a few hours, by means of the northerly wind, which blows 
regularly in fummer over the AncHIPELAGO, we caft anchor in the harbour 
of Niro. The diftance from the one ifland to the other is fcarcely four 
leagues; but, from the one harbour to the other, it is reckoned at leaft 
eight. That of Niro is on the fouth fouth-weft fide of the ifland, and that 


of Naxia is on the weft, as we have already mentioned. 


The town is half a.league from the harbour, on an eminence :: it is toler- 
ably well built, and appears to occupy the fite of the ancient one; for fome 


remains of old walls are {till to be perceived in its weftern quarter. 


The ifland, anciently known under the name of Jos, is lofty, mountainous, 
and interfe€ted by fome vallies, and fome plains not. very extenfive : it is not 
near fo fertile as Paros, and 1s little more than forty miles in circuit. Its 
bafe is every where {chiftofe or granitical, and the greater part of its moun- 
tains are calcareous. 


"The: 
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The population of Nro amounts to three thoufand feven hundred fouls, 
all of the Greek church. There are at this day no more than two catholic 
tamilies, including that of the agent of the French nation; which is the 
reafon that public tranquillity is never difturbed there, as in moft of the 
other iflands of the ARcutpeLaco, by the underhand dealings and intrigues 
of the Greek priefts, every where jealous of the proteétion which Francr 


grants to the Latin churches. 


Nio pays to the captain-pacha near 9,000 piaftres, including prefents 
and other cuftomary expenfes. A Greck waiwode, appointed by the Porter, 
is charged with the collection of the impoft. He is alfo to keep good order, 
and adminifter juflice, conjointly with fix primates, whom the inhabitants 


elect every year in a general affembly. 


This ifland, of too little extent to be fufficient for its own wants, has 
almoft always experienced the lot of the other Crcrapes. Hiftory would 
make little mention of it, if Homer, paffing from Samos to ATHENS, had 
not anchored in its harbour, and died there a few days after. The inha- 
bitants haftened to ere& to him a tomb, no veftige of which has been re- 


maining for a long time paft. 


Moft of the medals of Nro bear a palm-tree on their reverfe. This tree 
is no longer cultivated in the ifland: it is even rather fcarce in the Arcut- 
PELAGO, and thofe which we faw at Scro, in Crete, and at Naxos, have 
never yielded fruits that have arrived at maturity. The climate is not 
fufficiently warm to admit of it. We fhall even remark, that the date ripens 
with difficulty in Eaypr, when the tree is too much expofed to the cool 


fea-breeze. 


R2 Almoft 


124 TRAVELS TN THE 

Almoft all the inhabitants of this ifland ere cultivators: very few among: 
them are mariners or merchants: ative and laborious, they turn to pretty 
good account a foil naturally far from fertile. They neglect nothing to 
obtain manure, and to water the grourids intended to fupply them with 


herbage and fruits. 


When the labours of the country are finifhed or interrupted, the women 
employ themfeives in {pinning the cotton which they gather, and in knitting 
ftockings and’ caps which they fell to their dealers, or to {trangers who land 
on the ifland. We never appeared in. the flreets without feeing women 
running up from all quarters, who came to offer us fome, and who frequently 
fatigued us by the perfeverance which. they difplayed in getting us to purchafe 
them. 

This love of work enables the inhabitants of Niro to-difcharge the impoft 
with punctuality, and procures to all a competence which one would not 
imagine them to enjoy at firtt fight. Here, as well as throughout the Otto- 
man Empire, long and unfortunate experience has taught the tributary fub- 
jects, that-they muft not, exhibit.too much comfort, ftill.lefs make a difplay 
of wealth: not only would the taxes be prefently increafed, but the cupidity 
of fome officer of the Porte might not be fatiated except by the ruin of all 
the inhabitants. The Turks, indeed, allow the zafideds to live,. provided 


they fuffer to be fnatched from them.every. thing that exceeds. the firft wants 


of life. 


The ifland furnithes wine, not only to all its inhabitants, but alfo to thofe 


veflels which anchor in the harbour. 


In a good feafon are gathered as much as fifty thoufand okes of oil; of: ine 


~ 


different quality. 
The 
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The wheat, barley, and legumes, are generally fufficient only for the con- 


fumption of nine or ten months. 


Every year are exported, for Ancona and Venicy, from eight to ten 
thoufand okes of cotton, independently of a great number of ftockings and 
caps, which pafs into Trany and into the Brack Sea. There are likewifs 


made fome cotton cloths, which are confumed in the ifland. 
A. fmall quantity of wax and honey is exported. 


Here are bred four hundred fmall-fized oxen, fix thoufand goats, and 


three hundred fheep. Cheefe is an article of importation of little import- 


ance.. 


We ftaid' but three days at Niro: a fmall Ragufan vefiel being on the 
point of departure for ARGENTIERA, we determined to embark on board 
of her, and’repair with her. to that ifland. We fet fail on the 24th of 
Meffidor (t2th of July) at break of day, with a light breeze from the fouth- 
eaft, which permitted us to get to windward as much as was neceflary for 
paffing to the northward of Sixixos. A calm afterwards detained us upwards 
of three hours a mile from that ifland, till the north wind, which blew, as 


ufual, about nine o’clock in the morning, alowed us.to purfue our route. 


S1Kinos lies feven or eight miles to the weft-fouth-weft of Nio. This 
ifland is lofty, mountainous, of {mall extent, and contains, as we were in- 
formed, but two hundred inhabitants. It has no harbour, and is little fre- 
quented ‘at the- prefent day by Europeans. Its productions confift of wheat, 
barley, wine, cotton, and fruits. It pays about 2,000 piaftres to. the cap- 
tain-pacha. 


We 
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We prefently perceived, three or four leagues to the fouth, Porrcanpro, 
formerly Puotrecanpros, an ifland alittle {maller, and fomewhat lefs pro- 
ductive, than Srxinos. A moment after, we difcovered the little defert 
ifland formerly called Lacusa, and by the modern Greeks CurpuoTissa, fitu- 
ated nearly at an equal diftance from S1x1nos and Poticanpro. Five 
or fix leagues to the northward we left Stpuanro, formerly known under 
the name of SipiNos; and we anchored in the road of Arcentrera about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, in fix fathoms water. Our mariners let go 
but one anchor, and carried a mooring to the fhore, as the anchorage is 
very fafe in fummer, and as it is, befides, fheltered in all feafons by Buznt 


fstanp, which lies two miles off. (See Puate VL.) 


In the evening we repaired, with the captain, two fervants, and two 
failors, to the village fituated on a height, a mile from the coaft. We were 
greatly furprifed, on our arrival, to find the inhabitants under arms, and 
above all to fee them level their pieces at us, in order to prevent us from 
advancing. We inquired after the French agent, an old feaman, whom 
the nation has placed here to ferve as a pilot to the fhips of war which enter 
the ArcuipELAGO. They then interrogated us; and, on our anfwers, war- 
fare was no longer in queftion. The primates laid afide their arms, came to 
us, apologized, and not only invited us to enter their town, but alfo offered 


us every thing that might lay in their power. 


We were not long in difcovering the caufe of this general alarm: our 
unexpected appearance at the town about fix or feven o’clock in the evening, 
in numbers which fear doubled, tripled perhaps, had made the unfortunate 
inhabitants apprehend the return of the robbers who not long fince had come 


to plunder them. 


We 
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We were informed that twenty Mainots had furprifed them on a holiday, 

hile they were drinking and diverting themfelves; and that, after having 
fecured the fmail number of men in a condition to defend themfelves, they 
had entered fucceffively into all the houfes, and had thence carried off the 
moft valuable effects: they had pufhed their cruelty fo far as to torture, in 
a thoufand ways, the old men, the women, and the children, in order to 
make them contefs the place where their money was concealed. This fcene 
of liorror lafted a whole night. The veffel which had brought thefe 
Mainots, {ct fail the next morning without the inhabitants of ArGrnti- 
ERA, Who were unarmed, being able to do any thing more than deplore 
their melancholy deltiny, and to addrefs prayers to Heaven that  theie 


robbers might be fwailowed up, with all their bocty,. by the. foaming billows. 


The Mainots, or Magnots, are Greeks who inhabit the fouth part of the 
Morea, the environs of Sparta, and more particularly the part which ex- 
tends from Misirra to Cape Marapan, Feeble remains of the Lacedx- 
monians, they are as ardent as their anceftors in defending their liberty, and 
in maintaining their independence. The Turks have fometimes obtained a 
trifling tribute from them, without ever having been able to fubdue them 
entirely. Cultivators or fhepherds, mariners or pirates, according to wants 
and circumftances, they. are always ready to quit the fmall towns which they 
occupy on the Gulls of Coron and of Corokyrsta, for the purpofe of. 


penetrating into the interior of the country, and eftablifhing themfelves on. 
the mountains, 


With this energy,. and'this love of liberty, one regrets to fee among them 
robbers, who, not content with making: war on the Turks that have un- 
jufily difpoffeffed them of a part: of their territory, alfo go fometimes to 


plunder the unfortunate Greeks of the {mall iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO, 


es whom: 
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whom a fame intereft and a fame religion fhould rather unite againft their 


common enemies. 


ARGENTIERA, anciently known under the name of Crnrozis, received 
the name that it bears at this day on our charts, from a mine of filver, 
which 1s faid to have been worked a long time with fuccefs. In the inten- 
tion of fatisfying our curiofity in this refpeét, we queftioned the agent of the 
Republic, the primates, and fome of the inhabitants. They all anfwered 
us, that they had, indeed, heard the old men fpeak of it, but that the 
thunder-bolt which had fallen on it, had no longer left any traces of it. 
The refearches which we made on this fubje&t, during: our ftay in the 
ifland, were fruitlefs: we faw nothing that had the fmalleft appearance of a 
mine; fo that we fhould doubt its exiftence, if the awkward anfwer of the 
inhabitants had appeared to us dictated only by the intereft- which they 
have in concealing it from the Turks, who would be teinpted, perhaps, to 
work it, if it came to their knowledge; which would attra@ them to the 


ifland, and be a perpetual caufe of extortion. 


The hiftory of this ifland is confounded with that of Mrro, whofe lot it 
has always followed, and to which it is, befides, very near. It 1s little more 
than eighteen miles in circumference, and its population is two hundred 
fouls. Arid, mountainous, and volcanic, neither plains, vallies, nor watered 
lands, are to be feen throughout its whole extent; nor any thing, in a word, 
that can render it an abode in the leaft agreeable to the inhabitants, Some 
fcattered vines, very few olive and mulberry trees, a great many uncultivated 
lands, very few which are fit for the culture of barley, wheat, .and cotton: 
this is what ARGENTIERA at firft prefents to the eye of the traveller; but 
the trace of the fubterraneous fires which have acted on it, fometimes with 
flownefs, fometimes in 2 violent manner, merit, no doubt, to fix for a few 


moments the attention of the naturalift. 
The 
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The town is fituated on a rock of red porphyry, very little changed by 
the action of fire. The texture of this porphyry is hard, and yet fufceptible 
of a tolerably handfome polifh; but the felfpar,. which is difleminated in it 
in little white points, is partly decompofed. In the environs are found other 
porphyries of a bright green and of a dark green, not fo beautiful nor fo hard 
as the preceding. To the weft and to the fouth of the town are feen every 
where rocks of porphyry, white or reddifh, more or lefs decompofed. That 
which has attained the. laft degree of decompofition, is friable, foft to the 
touch, and by no means ponderous: it is eafily. divided in water, and ap-. 
pears to have on linen and on cloths the properties of the beft fuller’s earth. 
It is this which the ancients knew and.diftinguifhed by the name of Cimo- 


lian earth, orearth of Croxts *.. 


Mariners who Jand on this ifland, as well as the inhabitants, make ufe of 
this earth by way of foap, and obtain from it the fame refults. They 
prefer, however, that which 1s taken from the. bottom of the fea, in the road 
itfelf, becaufe it is more pure, diffolves more quickly in.water, and gets the 


dirt out of linen much better than the other-+. 


* Citizen Vauquriir,.member of the National Inftitute, a very diftinguifhed chemif, 
to whom I communicated a fpecimen of this earth, analyzed it. Out of one hundred parts 
he found: 


1. Silex - - - - - 79 parts; 
z. Alumine - - - - 5 
3. Lime - = - a 4 
4, Muriat of foda_ - - - z 
5. Water - - - a 10 
Total 100 


+ This yielded to Citizen Vauquetin, out of a hundred parts; 


1. Silex - - : = Pe 68 
2. Alumine = = - “ 20 
3. Muriat of foda ss - - - 5 
4. Water - - . = 7 

100 
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The Cimolian earth, taken from the rock which I have juft mentioned, 
prefents, when broken, the portion of trap diftin& from felfpar. There are 
feen in it a few {picule of black fchorl, not decompofed ; and what leaves 
no doubt refpecting the origin of this rock, is, that it may be traced through 
all the alterations which it has undergone, from the beautiful red porphyry, 


almoft entire, to the laft ftate of decompofition of which 1 have fpoken. 


No rock here appears overthrown by the action of fire; thofe which are 
cleft at a great depth, on a floping ground, are always ina great mafs, and 
never prefent ftrata nor banks; whilc, in the other parts of the ifland, to 
the north-weft, for example, every where are {cen regular ftrata, fragments 
of rocks of various nature, more or lefs altered, and mixed with volcanic 
afhes, folid or porous lava. Here are to be perceived ftrata of pumice- 


{tones, the greater part of which are in duft. 


It is very evident that a part of the ifland has been formerly changed 
by the flow and imperceptible. a€tion of fubterraneous fires, or by the va- 
pours which they have raifed, as we fhall prefently fee at Mrro, and that 
the other has been covered by the fubftances which a volcano has ejeéted and 
depofited in regular ftrata, as is in like manner to be feen at Mr1o, and 


particularly at SANTORIN. 


The day after our arrival at Crmoxis, the primates condu&ted us upwards 
of half a league from the town, on the weft fide of the ifland, to a place in 
the vicinity of the fea, where we perceived fragments of bricks and potter’s 
ware, which would have fufficiently indicated to us the pofition of the 
ancient town, if tradition, among the inhabitants, could have left us any 
doubt in this refpeé&t. Ona bank of Java of a yellowifh gray, which would, 
at firft fight, be taken for a clay loaded with faline fubftances, we faw about 
forty ditches dug befide each other, and a little farther, on a hillock of 


E the 
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the fame nature, other ditches, which appeared to us to have been recently 
dug: the latter contained charcoal, human bones burnt, and fragments of 
earthen veflels. On one of the fides of this hillock was a fquare opening, 
which led us to a grotto, where we found four fimple farcophagi of une- 
qual fize, of a white porphyric lava, fomewhat hard, and yet eafy enough 
to be hewn. Their lid was wanting; but they were, in other refpects, in 
tolerably good prefervation: they were five or fix fect in length, by two or 
two and a half in breadth. The grotto had the form of a long fquare, 


fifteen feet in depth, before which was a fquare veftibule eight feet in width.. 


This difcovery gave us the idea of having the earth dug above the hil- 
lock, in the places where the ground echoed under our feet, and appeared 
not to have been moved. Our attempt. was fuccefsful: the firft ftrokes 
of the {fpade procured us fome rude. figures of baked earth, in rather bad 
prefervation, fuch as a tcad, a f{phynx, and a cock, as well as a {mall vafe. 
with a handle, in the Etrufcan ftyle. As it.was late, and we had with us 
only one man whom the. primates had had the civility to order to come 
rom a neighbouring field, we refolved to confine ourfelves for that day to 
our firft trials, and to return the next day with twenty workmen, in order to. 
turn up all the hillock, and endeavour to difcover fome catacomb, into. 


which no one had penetrated before us. 


The captain of the veffel on board of which we had come to Cimouis, 
prevailed on us to embark in his.boat; which faved us from the difagreeable 
neceflity of going on foot.or of. riding, as the day before, on affes which 
neither had bridles nor. halters, and on which had been put, by- way of 
faddles, very inconvenient pack-faddles, furnifhed with four longitudinal. 
pieces of wood, fuch as we had feen in alimoft all the iflands cf the Arcut-- 


"PELAGOs 
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When we had doubled the cape the neareft to Miro, about eight o’clock 
in the morning, the north wind, which was contrary to us, and a fea a little 
too rough for a common boat, obliged us to land near this cape, in a 
place where we found, at fome toifes above: the level of the fea, a ftratum of 
earth containing fofil fhells, half decompofed, of the genus Perna, fimilar 
to thofe of Prrpmonr, drawn by Lanetus, the analogy of which is not 
known to naturalifts., Thefe fhells are very thick: the two valves are fre- 


quently found together, but almoft always broken and in bad condition. 


As it was already late, we quickened our pace, in order to difpofe, as 
foon as poffible, of our labourers, according to the plan of digging that we 
wifhed to execute. We caufed fome to clear away the earth from a catacomb 
which we fufpected to find at a little diftance from that which we had feen 
the day before. The others dug on the hillock. itfelf where we had already 


_ found fome figures. 


The catacomb being entirely laid open, we faw, at the extremity, nothing 
but a farcophagus cut in the bank of lava, and a vafe of coarfe potter’s ware, 
with a narrow neck, which was broken through the awkwardnefs of one of 
the labourers. Thofe who were at work on the hillock, dug in feveral 
ditches, to the depth of three feet, without finding any thing but afhes, 
coals, fome remains of bones, and fragments of earthen vetlels of every form 
and every fize. We regretted exceedingly, among others, a large brown vafe, 
in the Etrufcan ftyle, on which were feveral figures of men painted red. We 
made fome farther attempts in the environs without difcovering any thing . 


interefting. 


On the following days, we learnt that all this ground had been dug re- 
peatedly, at one while by the inhabitants of the ifland, who thought to find 
there treafures buried by their anceftors; at another, by fome traveller, whom 


curiofity 
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curiofity had, like ourfelves, brought into the ifland. Citizen Fauven, 
whom we faw a few years after at ATHENs, told us that he had alfo had 
people to dig in various places at Crmotis, by order of M. pe Cuoisxut, 
then ambaflador at ConsTANTiNOPLE3 which had procured him fome 


pieces of coin, and fome ornaments for the ufe of women. 


Independently of tradition, of the fepulchres, and of the fragments of 
brick and potter’s ware, which indicate, in an inconteftable manner, the fite 
of the ancient town, there are on the coaft, in this place, works fomewhat 
confiderable: cuts, canals in the bank of lava, probably for the purpo‘e of 
affording a paflage to boats; and caves for fheltering them from the rain 
and fun. Two or three hundred toifes from the fea, are feen caverns dug by 
the hand of man ina ftratum of pumice-ftone, which, in all probability, have 
been places of habitation, or interment, at different epochs which hiftory has 
paffed over in filence. We thall frequently have occafion to {peak of fimilar 
caverns in the courfe of our travels, and to prefent our conjectures on that 
fubjec. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are fo diftreffed, that they have very often 
fome difficulty to pay 15 or 1600 piaftres impoft which the captain-pacha 
levies annually on them. Cotton is almoft the only article that produces 
them any money. The women are employed, during the whole year, when 
the labours of the country permit, in fpinning cotton with a wheel, fome- 
times with a diftaff, and in knitting ftockings for the Europeans. Mariners 
find, in all feafons, hogs, poultry, and eggs, to be purchafed for the fupply 
of their veflels; they allo find fomctimes pleafures which detain them too 
long in the roadftead, and make them forget their duty as well as the in- 


terefts of their owners. 


The 
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The drefs of the women (See Prare XJ.) is as remarkable in this iffand 
as in almoft all the CycLapes: the petticoat does not reach the knee; the 
fhift {carcely comes to the middle of the leg, and difplays a wide pair of 
breeches faftened on the one hand to the waift, and on the other below the 
knee: the legs are covered with two pairs of ftockings, ftuffed in fuch a 
manner that they appear fwelled. The neck is concealed under a corfet 
quilted and ftiffened with whalebone; a piece of velvet, fattin, or cloth, 
trimmed with gold or filver net-lace, or fet off by a fimple embroidery, 
adorns their whole front; and, in their gala drefs, two wide fleeves are fixed 
to the corfet, and fall on each fide to the middle of the thigh. In fummer, 
all the arm is covered only by the fleeve of the fhift. The head is enveloped 
with a handkerchief, which paffes under the chin, and leaves fully expofed 


to view a face not unfrequently handfome. 


PoLino,. commonly known under the name of Burnr stanp, prefents 
the fame organization as Cimozis. Every where are feen porphyries de- 
compofed, rocks white or reddifh; every where traces of the volcano 
which has acted on it and on the neighbouring iflands. Situated to the 
fouth-eaft of Cimoxrs, and to the eaft north-eaft of Mrxo, it is by no means- 
extenfive, but defert, and entirely deprived of water. Although it is covered 
with grafs and fhrubs, the inhabitants.of Cimoxts dare not fuffer their flocks: 
to graze there, becaufe they are perfuaded that the ferpents, which are there: 
very numerous, would foon occafion their death;- and, neverthelefs, they. 
acknowledge that there are to be found in Poiino wild goats, which mul~ 


tiply abundantly, and brave the venom of thofe. reptiles. . 


It was interefting to know. whether there were in fa€t wild* goats in that: 
ifland, and whether the ferpents, which were there to be met with, were as-~ 
dangerous as the inhabitants of Crmoxis told us. We. refolved, in con- 

fequence, . 
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fequence, to make a fhooting party on the 27th of Meflidor (15th of July), 
and to take with us two Greeks that were pointed out as very capable of 
feconding us. The primates announced to us jeftingly, that there exifted 
among them a Jaw, by which no one could fhoot on Po.ttno without their 
permiffion, and without delivering to them, on their return, half of the 
game. ‘* We willingly fubmit,’’ faid we to them, “to this law; we will 
“ keep nothing but the fkin of the quadrupeds that we fhall kill, and we 
‘¢ will give you all the reft.” This, as will prefently be feen, was counting 


the chickens before they were hatched. 


Citizen Br uGu1eEREs, little accuftomed to the fatigues of fuch a fhooting 
party, contented himfelf with herborizing, and with picking up a few feeds 
and fome land-fhells, while I feveral times traverfed the moft rugged places 
of the ifland. My guides, like two dogs, hunted every where, examined all 
the rocks, ran into all the bufhes, and difplayed an ardour worthy of better 
fuccefs. Indeed, they put up fome of the quadrupeds which we were in queft 
of, but I never could get at them: frequently even [ could not fee them 
among the rocks which they inhabit. I more than once difcharged my 
piece at them loaded with ball, from avery great diflance, without doing 
them any injury. In thefe pretended goats, I thought I recognized the 
argali*, which is known to be common in Crete, in Naxos, and in all 


the fouth of Evroreg. 


Our chace after ferpents was more fuccefsful: T cut one in two by a mutkct- 
ball: towards the evening, our guides caught another of a different fpecics, 
which belongs to the genus Boa of-Linxeus; but we could not difcover the 


viper for which we were looking, and which is to be found in more or lef 


plenty in all the iflands of the ArcmiPperaco, 


* Capra ammon, Linn. 
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“he boa, (Pita al ie 2a Dhaest cylindrical body, of a yellow 
gray, marked with a number of irregular blackith fpots. The head is oval, 
and obtufe; the fnout is formed by a triangular fcale, broad and fhort; the 
two f{cales which come next, are likewife broad and fhort: thofe which cover 
the body, are fmall, round, equal, almoft hexagonal, and {mooth: the ab- 
dominal ones, to the number of one hundred and feventy-two, are fhort and 
narrow. The eyes are fmall and funk in the head. The tongue is forked, 
and the under lip is rounded. ‘The tail is obtufe and very fhort. The caudal 


{cales are twenty-two in number*. 


The mouth of this boa is not provided with fangs; which muft occafion 


it to be placed among the f{pecies which are not venomous. 


* Boa turcica grifvo-flavefens,. cauda breviffima, fiutis Gorfalibus minimis rotundatilis Jub hexagonis.. 


\ 
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OF ce So a cae Bee ay ae Se 


Arrival at Milo-—Defcription of that tland.—lIts volcano, its grottoes, its 
mineral waters.—Situation of the ancient town.—A number of catacombs 


which are to be found tn its environs. 


W: departed from Cimo.is on the 28th of Meflidor (16th of July) with 
the boat deftined to keep up a communication with Muro, and to convey 
perfons who repair rather frequently from the one ifland to the other. In an 
hour and a half, we landed in the quarter called 4portonia, where mules, 
which the primates of Crmoxts had befpoke of thofe of Mrixo, had been 
waiting for us for fome time. The paflage is about two leagues, though 


the diftance is not a mile between the neareft points of the two iflands. 


The coaft on which we landed, prefented to us a tolerably folid bank of 
yellowith earth, ftrewn with three fpecies of foffil echini, with petrified tere- 
bratule, and with feveral fragments of fhells. In the environs, were pumice- 
ftones and various lava. Grottoes, dug by the hand of man, are rather com- 
mon on this coaft, and feem to indicate that there were formerly habitations 
in this part of the ifland: they have been formed, as at Cimouis, in a 


ftratum of pumice-ftone ealy enough to be worked. 


It took us upwards of three hours to reach the town by a bad road 
Every thing that offered itfelf to us was volcanic. We faw every where 
porphyries more or lefs decompofed, white earths, fomewhat fimilar to thofe 
of CimMoLis; gray lava, ponderous, and in large maffes: we perceived in 


Ost . fome 
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fome places indications of fmall-grained iron-ore, and veins of ponderous 
fpar, mixed with a red earth: we crofled hills uncultivated, dry, and arid: 
we went into a gorge of rather rapid defcent, where enormous rocks of lava, 
fufpended over our heads, threatened every moment to bury us by their 
fall. We at length difcovered a tolerably handfome plain, in the midft of 
which was a town which, a fhort time fince, was not infericr to any other of 
the ArcnIPELAGO; but which, at this day, fcarcely prefents any thing but 


ruins, 


On entering it, we were ftruck at feeing on all fides houfes fallen in, men 
bloated, confumptive faces, ambulating corpfes. Every where the image of 
deftruGion and of death offered itfelf to our eyes. Scarcely do forty families, 
the greater part foreigners, drag on their unfortunate exiftence in a town 
which ftill reckoned five thoufand inhabitants within its walls at the beginning 


of the laft century. 


Tourneront had difcovered, in 1700, that the air of Mito was un- 
wholefome, and that the inhabitants were very fubject to dangerous diforders; 
but this infalubrity of the air muft have increafed very much fince that 
epoch, cither through the effect of the ftagnant waters which lie between the 
town and the head of the harbour, or through the pernicious exhalations 
which are inceffantly rifing to the eaft and to the fouth, from a foil acted on 
by fubterraneous fires. To thefe caufes of infection and mortality, may be 
added the bad quality of the well and ciftern waters of which the unfortu- 


nate inhabitants of this ifland are obliged to make ufe. 


Although this was not the moft unwholefome feafon of the year, we had, 
neverthelefs, been apprized of the danger that there was in fleeping two or 


three nights in the town; which determined us to go that very evening to 
the 
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the monaitery of St. Marino, Ayia Marina, fituated at a little diftance 
from Mount Sr. Evras. 

We proceeded for half an hour in the part of the plain which extends from 
the town to the fea; we pafled along fome marfhes, and a faltern of little 
extent; we followed the fteep fhores of the fouth coaft of the harbour; we 
afterwards croffed a {mall arid plain, formerly cultivated, {trewn with frag- 
ments of pumice-ftone; then gaining higher ground, and {till following a 
wefterly direction, we faw banks of white, volcanic earth, fomewhat fimilar 
to thofe of Cimonis, which were fucceeded by confiderable thelves of granites 
charged with vitreous points. The whole ground is covered with little grains 


of glafs, which detach themfelves from thefe granites with tolerable facility. 


The traces of the road were not very eafily diftinguifhed, fo rugged and 
uniform was the ground: our mules had fome difficulty to keep their feet on 
it. It was curious to fee thefe animals get over the worft paffes without 
ever ftumbling. Sometimes almoft erect on their crupper, they {pring for- 
ward on lofty rocks, almoft perpendicular, and fometimes they defcend fteep 
declivities, if not with the fame agility, at leaft with the fame precifion. 
The only danger that you have to run, in making ufe of thefe animals, 
proceeds lefs from them than from their conductors. The latter, accuflomed 
to prick them with a fpur with which their ftick is armed, cannot prefent 
themfelves on one fide without the frightened animal wifhing to {pring on the 
other. In whatever fituation you may happen to be, thefe conductors are fo 
inattentive, fo heedlefs, that, frequently {purring their mules unfeafonably, 
they are the caufe of their wincing on the brinks of the precipices which you 
have under your feet, and occafion to the rider a fright ftill greater than the 


danger. 
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We were advancing acrofs thefe accumulated rocks: we had on our right 
the harbour, whofe extent we were completely meafuring; beyond, the village 
of Castro, or oStrours, feated on the fummit of a lofty, pyramidal hill. 
Before us, Mount St. Exias fhewed itfelf almoft entirely to oureyes*. We 
croffed another bank of very hard and very ponderous lava, of a blackith 
gray, after which we found ourfelves on an earthy foil, whence we difcovered 


the monastery where we had refolved to pafs the night. 


A quarter of a league from the monaftery, we faw a beautiful gypfum 
extracted from a ftratum of deep earth, mixed with volcanic afhes, frag- 
ments cf pumice-ftone, and puzzolana. This earthy ftratum extended toa 
confiderable diftance, and, in feveral places, exhibited excavations from 
which plafter-ftone had in like manner been extracted at different periods. 
The friars received us very well, and treated us in their beft manner. In 
their houfe we drank very good water, as well as excellent wine; and though 
they live poorly all the year, and fubfift generally on cheefe, olives, fnails, 
legumes, and fruits, we found there poultry, eggs, herbs, and delicious 
honey: at the fame time they fet before us oranges, apricots, plums, and 
grapes. Under their roof one may eat excellent mutton, lamb, and kids. 
The mik there is very good, game abundant, and what is better, no doubt, 
the air, in this part of the ifland, is very pure and very wholefome. The 
ruddy face of thefe caloyers manifefted fufficiently that the noxious exhala- 


tions of the plain could not reach them. 


The next morning, at fun-rife, we went to take a walk with the fuperior 


round the monaftery. We faw paffing fome oxen, which were going to graze 


* It is much farther to the weft than it is laid down on the chart of M. pe CuorsEuz. 


5 on 
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on the ftukble. A flock of theep was browfing on the circumjacent moun- 
tains, and at the fame time a tolerably great number of goats were on 
their way to the neighbouring woods. The barley and wheat had been cut 
for a long time; a part was already trodden out and put by; the other was 
foon to follow it. We traverfed fome vineyards, fome orchards of olive-trees, 
and fome fields covered with cotton. The grapes were beginning to turn 
black, the olive-trees appeared loaded with fruit, and the cotton promifed a 


good crop. 


On receding from the cultivated fields, we again found every where vol- 
canic produétions, and nearly the fame plants that we had feen in the other 
iflands ; the prickly prinpinella, thymes, creeping wild thymes, favoriecs, 
rock-rofes, arbutufes, myrtles, and lentifks. We collected fome feeds and 
fome land-fhells, after which we returned home. The fuperior carried us 
into the garden: fome friars, in order to water it, had repaired thither as 
foon as it was day-break: it was fpacious, and kept in tolerably good crder: 
a part was planted with orange-trees, lemon-trees, cedrats or bergamot citron- 
trees, fig-trees, and feveral other fruit-trees; the other part was intended for 


garden-ground, 


Jt was time to breakfaft and depart. There was ferved up to us a kid 
ftuffed with meat and bacon cut fmall, with pine kernels, raifins, and rice: 
next was brought a pilau made with a very fat hen, then honey, preferved 
{weet-meats made of bergamot-citron, and the fame kind of fruits as the day 
before. We were regaled with delicious white wine and excellent coffve 
We would willingly have paffed a few months with thefe worthy friars, had 
we not had other countries to fee, other regions to traverfe. We took leave 
of them when we had vifited their church, and left in the bafin wherewith 


to remunerate them for the civilities which we had received. 
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It required upwards of three hours for us to arrive at the town where we 
wifhed to fleep, as well for the purpofe of obferving the aluminous grottoes 
of the environs, as of repairing to the volcano of Caramo, of which no tra- 
veller, I believe, has made mention. We pafled this night, as well as the 
following, in a fpacious chamber, where we evaporated by degrees, over 
hot afhes, fome very good vinegar, which we had brought from the mo- 
naftery of Sr. Marino. This precaution always proved fortunate to us, 
when we were obliged to make any ftay in marfhy and unwholefome coun- 
tries. Had we not neglected it at the moment when we were on the point 
of beholding again our natal land, death, perhaps, would not have furprifed 
us; I fhould not, perhaps, have to regret, at this moment, my fellow-trae 


veller and the beft of my friends. 


On the 30th of Meffidor (18th of July), we repaired to the mountain of 
CaLaAnmo, fituated to the fouth fouth-weft of the town. It is not very lofty, 
and the road leading to it is lefs rugged than that which we had travelled 
the preceding day. When we quitted the plain, we found lands unculti- 
vated, volcanic, and mixed with fragments of pumice-ftone: they appear 
to have been abandoned recently, to judge of them from the houfes half- 
deftroyed which are there met with, and the f{tone-vats in ruins which are 
to be found in moft of the fields. This excurfion took us an hour and 
a half. Before we arrived at the fummit, we were apprized of the vicinity 


of fome volcanic apertures by the odour of fulphur, which all at once ftruck 


our olfactory nerves. 


A little below the conical fummit of this mountain, is perceived a rent 
of a hundred paces in extent, which has been effected in the middle of a 
rock of heavy, ferruginous lava; it is flat, and covered with a faline cruft, 
which echoes under the feet, and in which you fink ifometimes to the middle 


of the leg. There are feen fore crevices, whence iffues a very fetid {moke ; 


and 
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and in whatever place you dig, the heat is fo powerful, that it would be 
impoffible to hold your hand there at the depth of a foot. If you remove 
the cruft, you fee fulphur fublimated into yellow fpicule, fo eafy to be 


broken, that you cannot preferve them. 


There alfo rifes fome fmoke from the clefts of the neighbounng rocks. 
A few paces from this {pot we found another mouth, which prefented to us 
incruftations of a hard white matter, fimilar to Cimolian earth, more or 
lefs charged with alum. We faw there others, at a little diftance, prefent- 
ing the fame fubftances: prefently we were furrounded by fmoke-vents. 
We faw around us different openings, whence iffued a finell fo fulphureous 
and fetid, that we could fcarcely breathe. The heat of the ground was 
very fenfibly felt: we both funk at the fame moment, and we thought our- 
felves {fwallowed up. Neither fervants nor guides had dared to follow us. 


We were aware of our imprudence, and we haftened to leave the place. 


We do not imagine that we difcovered all the openings by which the 
{moke efcapes; but we are well affured that the mountain is contiderably 
heated towards its fummit; that this heat, which is burning in certain 
places, is very moderate in fome others, and that it is, in general, more 
perceptible wherever there is any confiderable rent or fiffure. A particu- 
larity which we remarked, is that the fummit of the mountain prefents a 
{chiftofe ftratum of about a toife in thicknefs, which has not experienced 


the action of fire. 


We amufed ourfelves in f{cratching up the earth in feveral places; and 
we found, at the depth of a few inches, a white earth, warm and moitt, 
which may be kneaded at pleafure: it is of the fame nature as Cimolian 

earth, 
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earth, and, like it, exhibits trap ftill diftinét from feifpar*. We thruft 
down our canes every where with the geeateft facility, and without ever 
finding the fmalleft obftacle. It is not to be doubted here that Cimolian 
earth is a decompofition of the rock of porphyry itfelf flowly attacked by 


heat and the faline and fulphureous evaporations which rife from the 
bofom of the mountain. 


We faw, a little lower, ftrata of different nature, lava ponderous and 
ferruginous, fragments of pumice-{tone, ochreous earths mixed, gray volcanic 
afthes, very fine and very light, which made us conjecture that the explo- 
fions which have taken place at the fummit, are very ancient, and that they 
may be dated, perhaps, from the period when Mito, Crmoris, and Po- 
LINO, were at the fame time fubject to the action of the fame fubterrane- 
ous fires. The decompofition which the lava of Catamo has experienced, 
is already in a very advanced ftate, and refembies that which is to be re- 
marked in every part of the ifland. The upper ftrata are, in a great meafure 
refolved into an earthy ftate. Gypfum has already been formed in fome of 
thefe ftrata, and thofe which {till have any folidity, are very ferruginous, 


and little different, as to appearance, from the fcoriz of iron. 


We returned to dine at Mio; and, in the evening, we went to vifit 


the quarter where is formed plumofe alum, eof which the ancients and 


* The analyfis of this earth gave Citizen Vauqueuin, on a hundred parts : 


ia oLlex - S 2 2 = 66 
z. Alumine - - - “ 20 
3. Oxyde of iron - - 2 t 
4- Lime” - - = = a 4 
5. Muriat of foda - - e 2 
6. Water - - . = = 6 
Lofs - - < P . : i 
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moderns have equally fpoken. It is a quarter of a league from the town, in 
nearly an eafterly direction. At a diftance are perceived the great banks 
of whitifh earth, in which feveral openings have been made at different 
periods for the extraction of alum; but feveral of them have becn clofed, 
or have fallen in of themfelves, owing to the bad manner in which the mines 
have been worked, and there is but one at prefent into which a perfon can 
enter. It is very probable that the grotto mentioned by Tourxerort, no 
longer exifts at this day, fince the defcription which he gives of it, cannot 


agree with that into which we ourfelves entered. 


Its opening is two feet fquare: it is fituated at the foot of a fteep de- 
clivity, on which we found cryftals of gypfum grouped, of a particular 
form, which Citizen Hatiy has named gyp/e laminiforme (laminated or 
plate gypfum). After having pulled off our coats, and lighted our tapers, 
we flid down a flope obftructed partly by detached earth. The grotto 
afterwards rifes and grows wider, and, as you defcend lower, the heat 
becomes ftronger and ftronger. We placed a thermometer at the bottom 
to afcertain the degree of it, and we employed ourfelves very quickly in 
examining the fides of the grotto, in order to get out of it with all expe- 
dition; for we experienced fome difficulty in breathing, although our tapers 


conftantly gave us a very bright light. 


All the infide appears to be ncthing but a white, friable earth, ftrongly 
charged with alum. The fides are clothed with a faline cruft more or lefs 
thick: in different places are to be remarked cryftals of gypfum, called 
gypfe aciculaire (acicular gypfum) by Citizen Hatiy, united or grouped 
in beautiful white {picule, eight or nine lines long. There are alfo to be 
feen faline laminw under a different form, and which, at firtt fight, refembie 
very fine carded cotton, that might have been, as it were, glued again{t 
the walls of the grotto. The microfcope fhews very fmall f{picule of alum, 


V Ole Tis u .  dilpeled 
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difpofed in various directions. If you detach this faline cruft, it eafily 
breaks, and exhibits very loofe filaments, united in bundles from ane to 
ten, twelve, or fifteen lines in length. This is what the ancients and the 
moderns have called alumen plumofum, or plumofe alum: fome of the 
fame is found in a few of the volcanoes of Iraty; and, according to Piiny, 


{ome formerly came from Eeyrr. 


Plumofe alum is eafily diftinguifhed from the cryftals of gypfum which 
are in the fame grotto, not only by fimple infpeétion, the one being in the 
form of needles, and the other in very loofe filaments, clofely confined, but 
alfo by putting them on the tongue: thefe laft are infipid, while the other 
has a tafte of alum, which is fenfibly perceived. 


We remained not more than five minutes in the grotto: we came out 
of it bathed with fweat, with an extreme want of breathing the open air. 
After refting a few moments, I went to fetch the thermometer which I had 


placed at the bottom: it indicated thirty degrees of heat. 


The inhabitants told us, that all the part fituated to the eaft, and to 
the fouth of the town, is hot to a certain depth. They fpoke to us of 
grottoes, whence there iffues fmoke, and of others where is found a liquor 
extremely acrid and falt, of which Tournerorr gives fome details. Alum 
makes its appearance every where, while fulphur fhews itfelf only in a few 


places. 


On the firft cf Thermidor (the 19th of July), we went to fee the public 
baths called ZLourra, fituated at the bottom of a rifing ground near the 
highway which leads from the town to the roadftead. You enter by ftooping 
into a natural grotto, and you arrive by two narrow, difficult paflages, at 
a {pacious hall, where you find a bafin of hot water ftrongly charged with 


alum 
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alum and marine falt. Thefe two falts are united and cryftallized through- 
out the infide of this hall. Although it is very hot there, we, never- 
thelefs, breathed without any great difficulty, and we think that a perfon 
may pafs a few hours without fuffering, either in this natural vapour-bath, 


or in the water of the bafin. 


The Greeks formerly flocked from all the CycLtapeEs to make ufe of 
thefe waters, in moft diforders of the fkin, as well as in rheumatifm and 
palfy. Thefe baths were alfo for a long time frequented by perfons affected 
with any venereal complaint. They are nearly deferted fince the ifland has 


loft its population, and fince the harbour {carcely receives any more fhips. 


A hundred paces from this fpot is found, on the fea-fhore, towards the 
place where the country-barks caft anchor, a very copious fpring of hot 
water, which iffues from different places, and fome portions of which are 
feen to {pout out even into the fea. It is fo hot that a perfon cannot hold 
his hand in it, and its extremely acrid flavour announces that it is ftrongly 


impregnated with alum and marine falt, as well as the preceding. 


On quitting thefe fprings, and direéting our flteps to the north, we gained 
the heights, and, after half an hour’s walk, we arrived at the opening of 
four very {pacious grottoes, which now ferve as a retreat for flocks. At 
firft are perceived the traces of a confiderable depreffion of the earth, which 
has taken place at their entrance, and which has difcovered the part that 
ferved them as a veftibule. There are ftill to be remarked the traces of the 
flaircafe which afforded the means of defcending thither, and the walls of 
the interior pretent fquare cavities, clothed with cement, which one would 
imagine to have been intended for containing water. The rock is gray, 
volcanic, porous, and appears to- have been half-vitrified. On the right face 
of the firft grotto, is feen a gallery five or, fix feet high, by about three 


iy 3 wide 


148 TRAVELS IN THE 

wide, which admits of defcending by feveral divifions into the infide of the 
fubterraneous cavern. As you proceed, you find, to the right and left, 
chambers from eight to ten feet fquare, the ufe of which it is difficult to 
divine. This firft gallery is not always ftraight: fometimes it runs winding, 
fometimes it rifes in an oblique line, and fometimes it communicates with 
other galleries dug three or four feet lower; which ought to be carefully 
remarked by thofe who entangle themfelves in thefe places, for they would 
run the rifk of getting dangerous falls if they went without precaution, and 


without, as it were, feeling their way. 


We had for fome time been examining thefe gloomy windings, with a 
flambeau in our hand, when we were {topped all at once by a wall in mafonry, 
which had probably been erected for the purpofe of intercepting all com- 
munication with the reft of the cavern. It required a fledge hammer and a 
great deal of time to make a hole and furmount this obftacle. The road 
rofe behind this wall, and conducted us to a large chamber which com- 
municated, on its right, by a door, with another room of the fame fize, 
and by four fquare openings, made in the thicknefs of the intermediate 
partition. Thefe laft are at the height of two feet: they are dug in the 
form of a trough or rather of a manger, and the angles of the jams have 
been pierced as if for the purpofe of paffing through them the halter of the 


animals that might have there been tied up to eat. 


On the fides of thefe two chambers, are to be remarked projections in 
the form of brackets, which feem to have been intended for fupporting lamps 
for lighting them. There are likewife feen niches of different fizes, the 
intention of which appears to have been to receive fome piece of furniture or 
fome articles of daily ufe. We made many more turnings and windings, 
and we came out of this fubterraneous cavern with the perfuafion that it has 
ferved as a place of habitation to men at a period, perhaps, when the inha- 

5 bitants 
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bitants of the ifland, few in number, were obliged to conceal themfelves, 


in order to avoid pirates or enemies who threatened their property and their 


life. 


In this cavern, we experienced no other heat than that of all cellars: we 
there faw no trace of alum: every where the walls were very dry, and we 


breathed there with the greateft facility. 


After having in vain made fome attempts to learn from our guides, 
whether there were in the environs other grottoes or other fubterraneous 
caverns worthy of remark, we continued our route in order to proceed to 
CASTRO> commonly called Strours by the Provengal mariners, who have ima- 
gined that they found fome refemblance in the elevated pofition of this 


village, with that of the fame name which lies in the environs of Toutoy. 


We faw a few lands cultivated, and many others which might with ad- 
Wantage be fo, if the inhabitants were more numerous. We foon got on 
higher ground, and we reached the foot of the peak on the fummit of which 
the village is built. Here the road is made acrofs rocks of bafaltes, flippery 
and almoft inacceffible, which feem always on the point of detaching them- 
felves in fragments. The village is dirty. The ftreets, or rather the ladders 
of rocks which form the divifions of them, are alfo dirty, covered with hogs 
and filth. No other than ciftern water is to be found, and the {malleft 
wind refembles a hurricane. But all thefe difadvantages are compenfated by 
the falubrity of the air that is breathed on this lofty peak. Among the old 
men that we faw there, one of them, a hundred and two years of age, en- 


joyed good health: his ruddy look and his fupple and mutcular limbs ftil! 
announced feveral years of life. 
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The women of this village employ themfelves the whole year in knitting 
cotton ftockings for the ufe of the country, and for that of the Europeans: 
_ they alfo make fome coarfe calicoes for themfelves. The men cultivate the 
earth, or are mariners. Among them are reckoned fifteen pilots, for the 
ArcuipeLaco and for Syria, who are employed by the fhips of war be- 


longing to the European powers that navigate thefe feas. 


From this elevated {pot, the eye reaches without obftacle over a vaft extent 
of fea, and over fome iflands fituated in the north part. It is faid, that, 
when the horizon is clear, you can even perceive, to-the north-weft, the 
mountains of the Morra. You have a view of almoft all the eaftern-part 
of Miro. To the fouth you diftinguifh all the windings of the roadftead, 
and you have then before you an amphitheatre of hills and mountains 
clothed with verdure, and crowned by Mount Sr. Extas, the moft lofty 


point of the ifland. 


When you have for fome time enjoyed this majeftic picture, the eye be- 
comes fatigued; you with to defcend into the plain, and fee near at hand, 
aa in detail, other objects. On the 2d (20th of July) at break of day, on 
directing our route towards the roadftead, we found to the fouth fouth-weft 
of Castro, after half an hour’s walk, fome ruins which we judged to be 
thofe of the ancient capital of the ifland. They extend to the environs of 
the fea, towards the cape defignated by feamen under the name of Bom- 
BarDA. They confift of a few portions of the walls of the town ftill ftand- 
ing, and ruins of ancient edifices which appeared to us to have belonged to 
temples, and laftly of an enclofure of large high walls in dry ftones, con- 
ftruéted in fo fubftantial a manner, that they are in much better preferva- 
tion than thofe built with mortar. Jn thefe walls have been employed blocks 
of a folid lava, irregularly cut, but the angles of which correfpond to each 


other 
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other with fo much precifion, that their junction forms an affemblage ftriking 


from its fimplicity and {olidity. 


In the middle of this enclofure rifes a natural hill, on whofe fummit there 
is at prefent a church of caloyers, which we conceive to have been built on 
the ruins of a temple. Independently of the ancient materials employed in 
the conftru€tion of this modern church, there are ftill feen fome beautiful 
and entire pillars of granite, half buried in the ground, and fome others 
fmaller, but broken. In different places are perceived veftiges of ancient ha- 
bitations, fragments of brick and potter’s ware, excavations made in the 
rock, the greater part of which, ftillarched, and coated with cement, appear 
to have been fo many cifterns. 

The fite of the ancient town, called Cr1ma by the modern Greeks, has 
neither been vifited by Tournerort, by M. pe CuotseuL, nor by any 
other traveller, fince not one of them have fpoken of it; chance led us 
thither, and to it too are we indebted for the difcovery of the fepulchres 


which are fituated to the eaft of thefe ruins. 


After having paffed a deep ravine, the hill which we met with was formed 
of a light white ftone, partly vitrified, and fomewhat fimilar to pumice-ftone. 
Here it was probably that the inhabitants of Miro had dug their burying- 
places at an epoch which is unknown to us. Whoever has feen the cata- 
combs in the environs of ALEXANDRIA, will here difcover the fame genius 
and the fame tafte which planned the former. Among them are to be 
found fome, which entirely refemble certain chambers of the catacombs of 
Eeyrr, where are feen pillars cut in tufa, facades fculptured round farco- 
phagi, and even garlands painted on the cement with which they were 
coated on the infide. But thofe of Mrzo are, in general, fmaller than 
thofe of Eayrr, and we met but with one in this quarter, which was diftri- 

I buted 
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buted into feveral chambers, all fo difpofed as to terminate at a common 
veftibule. 


As you proceed along the hill, the catacombs become more numerous. 
Some are feen in a few fleep places, feveral rows the one above the other, 
and fome are perceived even on the declivity of the oppofite mountain; but 
you muft flill go a little farther, and on the very top of the hill, in a place 
called Tryprri*, in order to be aftonifhed at their number, their proxi- 
mity, and the advantage which the inhabitants had found means to derive 
anciently from this fituation, incapable of producing any thing, in order to 


make of it the afylum of the dead. 


You defcend eight or ten fleps by an aperture two feet wide, and you 
find yourfelf in a chamber twenty-five or thirty feet long, by eight or ten 
wide, and eight or nine high. Each of thefe catacombs generally contains 
feven farcophagi, three on each fide, and one alone at the further end; 
but this was not an invariable rule, fince, out of the number, we met with 
fome, where there were but five fepulchres, two on each fide, and one at the 
further end; others, much f{maller, where three only could be reckoned ; 
and fome, indeed few in number, where the fepulchres were to the number 


of eight, two of which were at the farther end of the chamber. 


Here the places of the dead did not confift in cells deeply dug into the 
walls of galleries, as are feen in the catacombs of ALexanpria, but in real 
farcophagi of five feet and a half or fix feet in length, and of a foot or 


fifteen inches in depth, furmounted by an arch, the whole dug in the 


rock, 


* From zeiza, which fignifies hole. 


We 
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We perceived Greek charaéters traced on the fpace which lies between the 
top of the arches and the beginning of the roof: but we were unable to 
decypher them, fo much were they effaced. We doubt not that perfons 
more experienced than we were in reading infcriptions, and who fhall employ 
in this refearch the time neceffary, may there difcover interefting particulars, 
read perhaps names known in hiftory, and find at leaft the period at which 
the Greeks of Miro wifhed to preferve the remains of thofe whom death 


had juft taken away. 


We faw feveral families fettled on thefe catacombs: they inhabit huts, 
and apply themfelves to the culture of the lands which are fituated below. 
They, avail themfelves of the winter rains to fill with water the greater part 
of thefe fepulchral chambers, and diftribute it, during the fummer, according 
to the wants of the foil. We faw a cultivator employed in deftroying the 
ftaircafe of one of thefe catacombs, which he was going to transform into a 
ciftern: a fecond was taking away the earth from another, in the fame 
intention. A third was making at the foot an outlet, which he was at 
liberty to open and to fhut at pleafure. But in all cafes, whether thefe 
catacombs were deferted, or whether they were converted into cifterns, they 


all had ftill the farcophagi which we have juft mentioned. 


We were affured, in the country, that fometimes, in clearing out thefe 
{epulchral chambers, there were found urns of earth, vafes, and other 
utenfils of the like nature; yet, whatever refearches we made, it was out 
of our power to procure any. Some of thofe to whom we addrefied our- 
felves, told us that they had given or fold feveral to the Ruffians, in the war 
before the laft with the Turks. 


If we confider the prodigious number of thefe catacombs, by the fide 
of the ruins which occupy a rather great extent; if we pay attention to 
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the walls built with folidity, to the pillars and to the pieces of marblé 
and granite which evidently belong to temples and fumptuous edifices; if 
we reflect on the advantageous pofition of the town within reach of the- 
roaditcad, on an elevated promontory, far from the infe€tions of the plain 
and the dangerous vapours of the eait and fouth part of the ifland, we 


cannot forbear to admit that it was formerly the fite of the capital. 


Metros, according to THucyprpEs, was independent, and enjoyed the 
ereateft liberty, long before the Peloponnefian war, in which all Grezce, 
the iflands of the ArcnripreLaco, and the principal towns of the weft 
coafts of As1A Minor, had alike taken part. The inhabitants of Mrzos, 
{trongly ‘folicited by the Athenians on the one hand, and, on the other, 
attached to the Lacedemonians, from whom they defcended, wifhed, in 
the midft of this terrible war, to remain quiet, and obferve a wife neutrality. 
The Athenians were fo irritated at this condudct, that they difpatched 
Nrezas with a fleet of fixty fhips, and two thoufand land-forces, to punifh 
them for the refufal which they had made to furnith their quota of troops. 
Nictas ravaged the ifland; but he could not, with fo feeble an army, 


fucceed in taking the town, which was defended by all the inhabitants af- 


fembled. : 

The Athenians, fome time after, fent two other generals, who were not 
more fuccefsful than Nic1zas, although their army was more numerous; 
bat PHILOCRATES having brought frefh troops, the Miliots were reduced 
to the greateft extremity, and obliged to furrender. The Athenians, on 
this occafion, no lefs implacable in their refentment than ferocious in 
their vengeance, indifcriminately maflacred all the men in a condition to 


bear arms, and made flaves of the women and children, whom they carried 


away to ATTICA. 


The 
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The ifland was re-peopled by five hundred perfons whom they fent 
thither, and to whom they gave the property of thofe that they had juft 
murdered. In the mean time the Athenians, conquered in their turn by 
LysaNnpeErR, general of the Lacedzimonian troops, and obliged to fur- 
render at difcretion, found themfelves forced to recall their colony, and the 
unfortunate remains of the Miliots were then enabled to return to their 
ifland, and to put themfelves again in pofleffion. of the property that had 


been taken from them. 


This ifland, like all thofe of the ArncurprLaco, paffed under the do- 
mination of the Romans; it afterwards made part of the empire of the 
East. Marco Sanvpo united it, with all the CycLapxs, to the dutchy 
of Naxos. It was then detached from it in favour of Francesco Crispo, 


and at length fubjected to the Ottoman Empire of BarBarossa. 


Mito is about fixty miles in circumference: its harbour, one of the 
fineft and moft fpacious of the ARcIIIPELAGO, can contain a numerous 
fleet: it has, like that of Navussa, in the Ifland of Paros, the incon- 
venience of facing the north; which is the reafon that a fhip can with 
dificulty get out of it, becaufe the wind, in thefe parts, conftantly blows 
in fummer, and very frequently in winter, from that quarter. Although 
the anchorage is every where good, veffels, in the winter feafon, prefer 
fheltering themfelves from the north wind behind the promontory, near 
which we have faid that the ancient town was built. Near the entrance of 
the harbour are feen fome rocks of bafaltes, againft which the waves 
break with impetuofity and a dreadful roaring. The fmall defert ifland, 
called Axti1-Mrrio by mariners, is to be remarked a few miles to the 


north-weft, and appeared to us volcanic like that of Mrro. 
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The whole population of the ifland amounts not at the prefent day to five 
hundred perfons, and this number would diminifh daily, did there not come 
annually from the Morea unfortunate people whom diftrefs occafions to 
emigrate, and whom the culture of the lands attraéts to Mrzo. The cap- 


tain-pacha has fome difficulty in levying at prefent 2500 piaftres by way af 


smpoft. 


CHAPTER 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 157 


CHAPTER® X. 


Return to Cimolis.—Departure from Saatorin—Defcription of that ifland. 
— Formation of its roadfead and of the three iflands there fituated— 
Induftry of the inhabitants —Productions.—Impoft.—Natural hiftory.— 
Extent of the roadfiead and depth of the fea. 


Tx the morning of the 3d of Thermidor (21f of July), we departed from 
Castro, very well fatisfied with having preferved, on a peftilential ifland, 
that health which was fo neceffary to us for the continuation of our travels. 
We went to the fhore of Arotitonia, and embarked for C1moxis, where 
we preferred remaining till we could find an opportunity of repairing to San- 
TORIN. That very evening we were fo fortunate as to hire a boat belong- 
ing to S1kinos, the crew of which were known to the inhabitants of 
Cimo.is, and the honefty of whofe captain was warranted to us by the 


primates. 


This precaution is not to be neglected in the iflands of the ArcurpE- 
ZAGO, and even throughout the Levant, where every one may navi- 
gate without papers, without patents, or without commiffions. An Euro- 
pean traveller would be highly imprudent, were he to embark here with 
mariners for whom no one would be refponfible: he would run a rifk of 
falling into the hands of fome pirates or of fome villains, who would. not 
fail to plunder him, and to throw him overboard, as foon as a favourable 
opportunity fhould offer. 
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We fet out early on the 4th (22d of July), and rowed along the weft 
coaft of Cimotis, in order to get to windward as much as poffible, waiting 
for the north wind to fpring up. The fea was fmooth, and the fky clear 
and ferene. Our failors, pulling at the fame time, fang the exploits of the 
pirate LamBro, while we were obferving the rocks of Cimotis, and the 
windings of that elevated coaft. About nine o’clock they fet the fails, and 
‘fhaped a courfe towards the fouth point of S1k1nos. At two o’clock in 
the afternoon, we were to the fouthward of that ifland, and in the evening, 
before fun-fet, we anchored in the little harbour of Sun Nicozo, fituated 
towards the north point of Sanrorin (Prare VIZ). The diftance from 
Cimo_is to SANToRIN is fifteen or fixteen leagues. Immediately on our 
arrival, we took a boat to go to Purra, in order to wait on the Latin bifhop, 


for whom we had brought letters from Naxos. 


Nothing more frightful than the violent convulfion which has taken place 
over all the interior coaft of Turra, Tuerasia, and Asrronisi1; nothing 
more aftonifhing than the formation of the roadftead, and of the three iflands 
which have iffued from the bottom of the fea at known periods. The coaft 
of SANTORIN, nearly a hundred toifes in elevation in fome places, pre- 
fents itfelf like a perpendicular mountain, formed of various ftrata and of 
different banks of volcanic fubftances. There has been fome difficulty in 
making a practicable road for afcending from the fea to ApanomeEria and to 
Putra. Every where elfe it would be impoffible to climb up a coaft rifing 


fo fuddenly and fo inacceffible. 


On landing under Puira (A), we faw feveral {mall veflels moored to the 
rocks of the coaft: we remarked a confiderable bank of rofe coloured puz- 
zolana, in which have been dug very extenfive ftorehoufes in order to facili- 
tate the exportation of the wine that the ifland produces. We obferved, 
in afcending, feveral ftrata of volcanic afhes, gray or bluith; banks of 


pumice- 
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pumice-ftone of a blackifh gray, intermixed with fragments and blocks of 
bafaltes. We afterwards perceived different {trata of puzzolana of a bright 
red; a rock of bafaltes on which are to be diftinguifhed pumice-f{tones and 
volcanic afhes varioufly coloured; laftly, a very thick ftratum of white 
pumice-ftone, which extends over the whole furface of the ifland, and which 
is likewife found on Tuerasia and on Aspronist. It took us near half an 


hour to afcend from the fea to the village. 


Under Arpsnomentra, the ftrata are nearly fimilar to thofe which we 
have juft mentioned, except that, towards the middle of the coaft, there ts 
to be remarked a confiderable bank of puzzolana of a beautiful red and of 
an excellent quality, which extends, at the fame time diminifhing in thick- 
nefs, to the right and to the left, and which is found again in the fame di- 


rection on the eaftern coaft of THERASIA. 


The Latin bifhop, named Darewpa, received us with much politenefs, 
made us fhare his table, lodged us conveniently, procured us all the infor-. 
mation that we wanted, and even carried his complaifance fo far as to defire 
his nephew to accompany us in the different excurfions which we undertook 


in the ifland, 


The next day after our arrival, we vifited all the north part. We went 
to Puiro-Srepuani, and to Mr’rEe’VELLI. We turned out of the road 
to fee Scauno, fituated on-a very lofty, volcanic rock, which advances into 
the fea. This is the fee of the Latin bifhop: here he generally paffes the 
winter, and comes to Purra only in the fummer. Scavro was tolerably 
well fortified and fufficiently peopled when the ifland belonged to the Dukes 
of Naxos. The inhabitants are at this.day abandoning it by degrees, in 
order to eftablifh themfelves at Patra and at Puiro-STEPHANI, two vil- 
jages which appear likely to be foon united and form but one. From this 

{pot 
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{pot we went to Little Sr. Exras, a hill fearcely higher than the ground 


on which Scauro and MEREVELLI are fituated. 


The ftratum of white pumice-ftone which covers the whole ifland, is 
wanting in this {pot: either the rains have carried it away, the ground being 
on a flope in the north part, or this hill has been the focus of a volcano a 
long time after the formation of this ftratum; which is much more pro- 
bable. In fact, in the upper part of Little St. Exras are to be perceived 
different apertures through which the fubterraneous fires have efcaped, and 
the fubftances that they have thrown out. All round are here feen blackith 
{corie fimilar to drofs of iron, and a hard, fpongy ftone, of a beautiful 
ferruginous red, which extends along the coaft as far as Scauro. Towards 
the foot of the hill, we found the fame kind of puzzolana as we had feen 
the day before below ApANoMERIA; and as it was nearly of the fame 


height, we judged that it belonged to the fame bank. 


On the following days, we vifited, both by fea and by land, the fouth 
part of the ifland as far as the point of Acrorisr. The coaft, here as 
well as in the north part, is every where lofty, perpendicular towards the 
roadftead, and formed of various volcanic ftrata, nearly fimilar to thofe 
which we had remarked below Puira. The ground lies more or lefs on 
a flope from this coaft to the other, and is every where covered, as we have 
faid elfewhere, with feveral toifes of worn down pumice-ftone, on which 
has been formed a little vegetable earth. Mounts Sr. SrepHEn and 
Sr. Exzras tower above all the land of Sanrorin, and though lightly 
covered, in fome places, with the fame fort of pumice-ftone, it is feen that 
they have not experienced the action of fire. They are entirely calcareous, 


and formed of a whitith marble, of a rather bad quality. 


& What 
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What we fay of TuEra or of Santorty, hkewife applies to Taenasra : 
this laft, like the other, is covered with feveral toifes of pumice-ftone: its 
coaft is lofty, and perpendicular towards the roadftead, and the ground lies 
on a flope to the oppofite coaft. Aspnronisr, formerly AutomMATE%, is 
not fo lofty, but it is, like the other two, rent internally and covered with 
feveral toifes of pumice-ftone, whence it has obtained the name of Wuurr 


Istanp, which it bears at prefent +. 


After having vifited with the greateft attention Turra, Tuerasra, and 
Aspronisi, and convinced ourfelves that thefe three iflands, at a remote 
epoch, muft have formed but one; and that there has taken place a fudden 
and violent depreffion which has divided them, it remained for us to fee 
whether the three iflands of the road prefented an organization different 
from the other three. We employed a whole day in this examination, and 
we had reafon to be fatisfied in feeing that, even had not hiftory told us any 
thing on this fubje&, thefe iflands carry with them the ftamp of the period 


of their formation. | 


From Puira we defcended to the little harbour which is fituated at the 
foot of the coaft (A). There we took a boat, and went to land on Little 
Kamment, called Micra Catmenr by the Greeks. The diftance from the 
harbour to the ifland is reckoned two miles. It is of a conical forin, and 
is feparated from the other only by a very narrow channel, in which boats 


and veflels fometimes moor. 


* Thera, cum primum emerfit; callipe di&a. Ex ea avulfa pofea Theraka; atque inter duas enata 
mox Automatee—Puix, Hi. Nat. lib. iv. cap. xii, 


+ From asx, white, and from yrs, ifland. 
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On this ifland nothing is feen but volcanic afhes, blackifh or reddith, 
which have run in al} directions, and have iffued from the crater that is dif 
covered on the fummit. Among thefe afhes are fome fragments of bafaltes, 
and there is already to be perceived a commencement of vegetation; among 


others may be remarked a little fig-tree and fome gramineous plants. 


New Kamment, Nea Caimeni, is upwards of a mile in length, and pre- 
fents a frightful afpect when it is viewed near at hand. It is entirely ftudded 
with blocks of black bafaltes, broken, fharp on their edges, and irregularly 
heaped up. We landed in a fmall cove (B). The waters there are of a 
greenifh yellow: they have loft their tranfparency, fo much fo, that we could 
not perceive the bottom at the depth of a foot. The colour of the waters, 
in this place, is diftinguithed very well from Purra, efpecially when the fea 
is fmooth. A few yards from the fhore is a little morafs (C), where the 
waters are more coloured than in the cove. As they cannot be renewed there 
in the fummer, they exhale an odour fo fetid, that we had like all at once 
to have fainted: we got away very quickly from fo infectious a {pot, and we 
wifhed to attempt to penetrate into the interior of the ifland; but all our 
efforts were fruitlefs; 1t was impoffible for us to walk on thefe fharp-edged 
maffes of bafaltes, without running the rifk of having our feet cut, and our 


limbs broken at every ftep. 


To the eaft of the morafs is a conical eminence, on which are ftill per- 
ceived the different mouths whence iffued fire at the time of the formation 
of the ifland. It is covered with volcanic afhes of various colours, worn 
down bafaltes and pumice-ftone, on which vegetation is juft beginning to. 
eftablith itfelf The reft of the ifland is lefs elevated, and neither prefents 


earth nor afhes, nor any fort of plant. 


Though 
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Though the waters of the cove and of the morafs, of which we have juft 
fpoken, are ftrongly coloured by exhalations and fubftances which are pro- 
bably detached from the bottorn; though this place is very certainly the 
focus of a volcano, which, perhaps, will, ere long, manifeft itfelf by fome 
freth explofion, the waters, neverthelefs, did not appear to us hot: true it 
is that we had it not in our power to judge of them but by the contaét of 
the hand. We had left our thermometers at PHira. We likewife remarked 
on the weft coaft of JZrera fome receffes where the water appeared in like 
manner flightly coloured; and on almoft all the fhore of thefe three iflands 
is feen a ferruginous fubftance which is depofited there, and which tinges 


the {tones of a beautiful deep red. 


The ifland Airra or-Old Kawuenr is upwards of a mile in length; like 
both the preceding, it appears to be nothing but a mafs, without regular 
itrata, of volcanic fubftances, and particularly of rocks of bafaltes. It is 
covered with a little earth mixed with pumice-ftones and volcanic afhes, 
which has given rife to the vegetation that has there been long eftablifhed. 
This ifland is defert and uncultivated. In the fummer only afles and mules 
are fent thither to graze. We think that the vine and the olive-tree would 
grow there tolerably well, and that feveral families might live there on the 
produce of the land. There is not as yet any trace of vegetation on the part 
marked (D): it is lefs elevated than the reft of the ifland, and evidently 
appears of more modern formation. It is nothing but fragments of bafaltes, 
on which no earthy ftratum is yet formed, and the period even of this muft 
be remote, unlefs fome frefh explofion cover again thefe rocks with volcanic 


afhes which may promote vegetation. 


On Hera, are remarked clefts fomewhat confiderable, which take the 
direction of its length, and extend almoft from the one extremity to the 


ae other. 
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other. They have, no doubt, been occafioned by the earthquakes which 


have very frequently taken place in thefe countries. 


It is time to fpeak of the formation of the three volcanic iflands that 
are fituated in the road of Santorin, the periods of which are tolerably 


well marked, either in the ancient, or in fome modem authors. 


TourneFrort has not fufficiently well obferved that the two iflands 
TuHeErasia and Aspronisi1 muft have made part of the large one, and that 
the two Kamments, the Old one and the Little one, which exifted in his 
time, appear, even at firft fight, of more modern formation than the others. 
TuHerasta, On which Provemy places a town, and which Priny conjec- 
tures, with reafon, to have been detached from TueEra, cannot be taken for 
Aspronisi, nor the latter for the former, as TournEFoRT imagines, 
AsPRontsi is not confiderable enough for there ever to have been on it the 
fmalleft little village, the fmalleft habitation; while Turerasta has fufficient 
extent, and its territory is fufficiently good to have been always the fite of a 
town, as one is ftill to be feen there at the prefent day. Tournrrort 
adds that Turerasi1a always bore the name of /fZigera. The pofition, ac- 
cording to authors, of the Iland of Hirra, between Tera and THERa- 
sta, leaves no doubt, and demonftrates that TourNEFORT is miftaken. 
Befides the inhabitants of Sianror1n, whom we muft confider as authority 
in this cafe, full name thofe iflands as we have marked them on the chart, 


the one Tuerasra, the other 4spronrs:, and the third Pinara-CaiMeENt. 


Hrera or the Sacred Ifland was dedicated to the gods of hell, becaufe 
it had been feen to iffue all on fire from the bottom of the fea through the 
effect of a volcano. Puiny fays that this event took place one hundred and 
thirty years after that which had feparated THera from Toerasia. M.pp 

CHOISEUL 
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CroiseuL afirms, according to Father Harpouin, that there is a miftake 
in the dates, and that it was not till forty years after that the Ifland of Hizra 


imade its appearance. 


Brietius fays that in the year 47, there arofe all on a fudden from the 


bottom of the fea, near Tuera, a {mall ifland which had not yet been feen*, 


In the year 196, before J. C. fays Justinus, there was feen to iflue after 
an earthquake, an ifland between THEna-and Tuerasia, which was called 


Sagrep, and which was dedicated to Pruro +, 


Dron Cassius mentions the fudden appearance of a {mall ifland near that 
of TuHera, during the reignof Chaupius. SyYNCELLUS mentions it in the 
forty-fixth year after J.C. and places it between THerRa and THERASIA. 
But it appears that, {ome time after, there arofe another ifland called Tuzu, 
which difappeared or was united to the Sacred Ifland. Mention is made of 


it in Purny {, in Tueoruanes§, and in BriETivus||. 


* Hoe anno (Chrifti 47) juxta Theram infulam, parva infula ante non vifa, repenté apparuit; mare 
exim hoc Algeum in hac parte fui, fertile fuit novarum infularum jubindé ex fundo aequoris erumpentium. 


Brie. ann. mund. Venet. 1692. vol. il. p. 63. 


+ Ecdem anno, inter infulas Theramenem et Therafiam, medio utriufque ripe et maris {patio terrae 
motus fuit in quo cum admiratione navigantium, repent? ex profundo cum calidis aquis infula emerfite 


Buic Sacra nomen ef que veta Plutoni. Aanus vero ig6 ante Chriflum. Just. lib. xxx. cap. iv. 
{ 2: in noftro evo Thia juxta eandem Hieram nata. Putin, lib. iv. cap. xi. 


§ Sub Leone Lfaurico iconomacho refert Baronius : inter Theram et Therafiam cycladas infulas, primo 
Vapor ut ex camino ignis vifus eft ebullivre ex profundo maris per aliquas dies, qui paulatim incraffatus, et 
Alalatus totus igneus apparuit, poftea vero petrinos pumices grandes et cumulos quofdam tranfmifit per 
univerjans minorem Afiam et Lefbo, et Abydum maritimam Macedenia, aded ut etiam tota fuperficies 
maris itfdem contegerctur. In modo-autem tanti ignis, nowa refente infula ex terre congerie facta infular 
que Sacra dicitur, cojulata eft. 

|! In Tonio mari, inter Theram et Therafiam, erupit ignis @ mari, quem fecuta ingens vis pumtcum, et 
tanta, ut totam Eeei maris faciam impleret; ac deniqueé indidem emerfit infula ex terre congerie fa&ay 
que facra infale copulaia eft. Qui maris locus femper feecundus in hiftoriis legiture Brizt. page 
236, 

Nothing 
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Nothing remarkable afterwards happened till 1427, when a freth explo- 
fion produced a rather great and very diftinguifhable increafe to the Ifland 
of Hizra (D), mention of which is made in fome Latin verfes engraved on 
a marble at Scauro, near the church of the Jefuits*. In 1573, was formed, 
after a frefh explofion which lafted for fome time, the Little Kammens, 
fuch as we fee it at the prefent day. Father Ricuarp, a Jefuit, fays that, 
in his time, there were fevera! old men in Sayrorin, who had feen that 
ifland formed in the middle of the fea, and that they had, on that account, 


named it Micra Caiment, LirrLte Burnr IstanpD. 


When Tournerorr vifited Sanrortn at the beginning of the laft 
century, the New KAMMENT was not yet in exiftence: it was not till fome 
years after, from 1707 to 1711, that it iffued by degrees from the bofom of 
the fea, after various earthquakes. Every increafe that this ifland received, 
was announced by a dreadful noife, and followed by a white fmoke, thick 
and infectious. The whole was terminated by a thower of fragments of ba- 
faltes, pumice-{tones, and afhes, which were fpread toa great diftance. The 
details of this memorable event are reported at length, either in the jour- 


nals of the times, or ina Latin pamphlet made on the {pot by a Jefuit prieft. 


If the reader reflect on the confiderable changes which the Ifland of San- 
TORIN has experienced through the effects of a volcano that acts on it from 


a very remote period, he will remark in them four principal periods, very 


* Magnanime francifce heroum certifima proles 
Vides oculis clades, que mira dedere 
Mille quadrigentis Chriffi labentibus annis . 
Quinguies undenis iftis jungendoa duobus 
Septimo calendas decembris murmure vafte 
Vajftus Therafinus immanis faxa camena 
Cum gemit, avulfit, feopolofque & fluentibus imis 
Apparet, magnum gignet memorabile monftrum. 


difting 
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diftinét from each other. At the firft period the ifland was limited to Mounts 
St. STEPHEN and St. Exvtas, as far as the environs of Pireos and of MEs- 
SARITA, the only places that are not volcanized. ‘The fecond was the forma- 
tion of the reft of the ifland as far as THrrasta and Aspronisi. The 
roadftead then did not exift, and the ifland was as large again, of a rounded 
or oblong form: the ground rofe in the form of a calotte more or lefs irregular 
at its fummit, commanded at one of the extremities by Mounts St. SrepHen 
and St. Exias. The third pertod was the fudden and extraordinary depret- 
‘con which took place in the middle of the ifland, whence has refulted the 
roadftead. The fourth and laft period, is the formation of three iflands 
which have fucceffively iffued from the bottom of the fea. Perhaps, there 
will one day be formed others; perhaps, all thefe iflands will be united to 
each other, and all the fpace which the roadftead occupies, will again be 
filled up. It is impoffible to forefee all the changes that may take place as 


long as the volcano.which exifts at Sanronrin, {hall be in activity. 


We fay that there was a period when this iffand was lefs confiderable than 
it has been in the fequel. In faét, if we confider that the three iflands which 
form the road, are entirely compofed of fubftances vomited forth by a vol- 
cano, difpofed in ftrata and in banks, correfponding to each other, we fhal! 
be inclined to believe that all thefe fubftances thrown out from the bottom 
of the fea, have formed an ifland nearly circular. And then if we remark 
around the roadftead the coaft which is perpendicular a great way into the fea, 
ts it not evident that there has been in. the fequel a fudden depreffion of a. 
great part of the ifland which went to occupy the voids that the anterior ex- 
plofions muft have formed? This depreffion by occafioning the circular 
sending which is to be remarked all round the roadftead, formed of a fingle 
one, thefe iflands known in antiquity by the names of THERA, THERAsIA, 
and AUTOMATE. Even though the ancient authors had not tran{mitted. 


nearly the period at which the Ifland Hirna iffued from the bottom of the 
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fea, even though we had not known the exact period of the fudden appear- 
ance of the Little and the New Kamment, infpection alone would indicate 
that thefe three ifiands are of a formation very pofterior to that of the other 
three; for, independently of their not prefenting the fame organization, they 
are not covered with that thick ftratum of white pumice-ftone which is to 
be remarked in the lands of TuHera, Tuerasra, and Aspronist. This 
ftratum appears evidently to have been produced before the appearance of 
Tuera, and even before the formation of the roadftead, fince no traces of it 
are to be feen on that ifland, and fince it does not fhew itfelf on any of the 


advanced parts of the coaft. 


SANTORIN, according to Piiny, received the name of Caxisra or 
Hanvsomr fsianb, after having iffued from the bofom of the waters: it af- 
terwards bore that of Tura, one of its kings: the name which it has at the 
prefent day, is formed of that of St. IneNx, to whom the ifland was dedi- 
cated under the emperors of the Eat. 


It is not to be doubted that if we confider what Sanrortn muft have 
been at its fecond period, becaufe it is ftill fo at this day, we fhall eafily be 
perfuaded that it muft have been one of the fineft and moft fertile iflands of 
the ARcHIPELAGO. Its circular form, a foil entirely fufceptible of culture 
which rofe by degrees from the borders of the fea in the form of a calotte 
flattened on its top, Mounts St. Srepuen and St. Extas, fituated at one 
of the extremities, covered, perhaps, with verdure and wood—every thing 
concurred to render Sanrontn, if not a very beautiful ifland, at leaft one of 
the moft agroeable of the Arcu1PELAGO; for, in the fuppofition that this 
mountain was covered with vegetables, it contributed to the embellifhment 
of the ifland; it furnifhed wood to the inhabitants, and afforded them, per- 
haps, a very copious fpring of water. In fine, if this mountain was clothed 
with wood before the rains ‘had wafhed away the eartl: which covered it, the 

latter 
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latter mutt have retained the rain waters, muft have permitted them to pene- 
trate into its boiom; and then the fmal! {pring of water, which is perceived 
there towards A/rssanta, muft have been much more copious than it is at 


the prefent day, when this calcarecus mountain ts almoft entirely naked. 


The other iflands of thefe feas have their furface very unequal. They 
are no more than naked mountains, covered with rocks: there are but a few 
vallies, a few fmall plains, and a few mfing grounds that are cultivated. 
Their afpect is far lefs agreeable than that which San'rorrn muft have 
prefented at this period; and at the prefent day, even notwithfanding the 
{mall extent of its territory, though it wants a good harbour, though it has 
none but ciltern water, it 1s {till the moft populous and the richeft of all the 


finall iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO. 


In the Annals of the World, by Brirtius, we find that, thirty years 
before the Ionic emigration, Tuzras, fon of Aureston and nephew of 
PoLynices, caufed a colony of Minye to be conveyed to CaLisra, in 
order to augment there the number of the inhabitants. The Minye were 
defcendants of the Argonauts, who had followed Jason into Cotcuts, and 
who, on their return, had flopped at Lemnos, and had there eftablifhed 
themfelves. The defcendants of thefe heroes, driven fome time after from 
Lemnos by the Pelafgi, took refuge in Sparta, where they were kindly 
received. Lands even were given to them, and they were married to girls of 
the country. But as thefe flrangers, ever reftlefs and ambitious, were in the 
fequel conviéted of endeavouring to feize on the fovereign authority, they 
were apprehended and condemned to death. Love infpired one of their wo- 
men with a trick which fucceeded. Having obtained permiffion to fee their 
hufbands previous to the execution of the fentence, they changed clothes 
with them, and, by means of this difguife, the hufbands got out in-the dark 
from their confinement, and fled to Mount Tayerrus. Then it was that 
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TuHeras demanded them, obtained them, and condu€ted them to Curisr.s, 
which, fince that time, was called Ziers. Thus it was, fays the author> 
that this wife man found means to render ufeful rebels and plunderers who 
had deferved death. 


The inhabitants of Tuenra, it is faid, neither mourned for children who 
died before the age of feven years, nor for men who ceafed to exift beyond 
fifty: the former, becaufe they had not yet entered into life; the latter, be- 
caufe they were become ufelefs. This cuftom, more barbarous than rational, 
could not have been introduced but among an infulated people, few in num- 
ber, where all the merit of a man confifts in producing children and in em.. 
ploying his arm in defence of his country. But when it is neceflary to en- 
lighten; when it is neceflary to guide youth, proad, prefumptuous, and un- 
fkilful; when it is neceffary to feize, with a fteady, experienced hand, the 
helm of affairs, in a vaft State, agitated and threatened on all fides; when, 
through the extent of conceptions, it is neceflary, in the prefent and the 
paft, to read the future without being miftaken, will it then be faid that, at 
fifty years old, man has lived long enough, and that there remains nothing 
more for him to do than to quit a life henceforth ufelefs to himfelf and to 
his fellow-creatures? Undoubtedly not: it 1s at this age, much more than. 
at any other, that he is capable of ferving his country with his head, if he 


be lefs qualified to ferve it with his arn. 


But let us leave fable and fictions, and go and examine on Mount Sr. 
SrepuHEn the ruins of the ancient city: we fhall judge, from their afpect,, 


how populous and flourifhing Tera was under the Roman Empire. 


On paffing below Mrssarra, we faw in the wall of an enclofure, a ftatue 
of a woman in marble, to which the head, the arms, and the legs, were 
wanting. Notwithftanding the bad conditien in Which it was, this fatue 

a appeared’ 
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appeared to us to have a tolerably handfome form. We alighted from our 
mules at the foot of the mountain, and afcended by a road rather fteep, 
and fo much the more difficult, as in feveral places the ground is covered 


with loofe, worn down pumice-ftone. 


About a third of the way up the mountain there is a {mall {pring of water, 
which we found very good: it ferves to quench the thirft of fome ftheep 
and goats which graze in this quarter. Having reached the fummit, we di- 
rected our fteps to the left, leaving on the right Mount Sr. Extas, which 


is much more elevated than the ground on which we flood. 


What firft ftruck us, were fome farcophagi cut in a calcareous rock. On 
advancing, we difcovered the remains of the walls which formerly furrounded 
the city: we perceived veftiges of houfes and fome cifterns in pretty good 
prefervation. We prefently faw the modern church dedicated to Sr. Srr- 
PHEN, probably built on the ruins of the temple of Minerva or of Nep- 
yuNeE. Farther on, in walking a little obliquely to the left, are found the 
ruins of another temple. Here are feen walls very thick, truncated pieces 
of pillars of a gray marble, {cattered on the ground, and half-buried. To- 
wards the extremity of the town 1s feen a rather large hexagon, of no great 
elevation, on which it is probable that there was formerly a ftatue. Was 
it that of Marcus AurReELtus, or of ANToNniINUSs, which the inhabitants 
of Turra raifed in honour of thofe emperors? By the fide of this hexagon 
is a {mall deferted modern building, ereéted on the foundations of fome an- 
cient edifice more confiderable. We remarked, at the foot of a wall, a 
marble farcophagus, on the faces of which fome foliage was {culpturcd in 


relief: at the two extremities were fatyrs very much injured. 


The Ruffians, we were told, carried off fome interefting infcriptions, {ta- 
tues, and bafs-reliefs: they broke feveral pillars in endeavouring to take them 
Z2 away. 
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away. Some time before our arrival, Citizen Fauve alfo dug for curio- 
fities by order of M. pe CuoisruL; which procured him a few pieces that 
had efcaped the refearches of the Ruffians. We alfo found fome infcriptions 
which have not been remarked by the travellers who have preceded us, 
or at leaft have not yet been publithed by them: they were copied with 
the greateft care by Lazarus ALBI, a prieft diftinguithed by his virtues, his 


knowledge, and a profound ftudy of Greek literature. 


This town was of moderate fize; its length was great in comparifon to 
its breadth. The walls which furrounded it, had fufficient folidity, and 
muft have defended it tolerably well; but it was its pofition on a very fteep 
mountain, {till more than its walls, which fecured it from the attacks of its 


enemies. 


From this piace, the eye can extend to a great diftance in every direc- 
tion, except towards Mount St. Exras, which is much more lofty. Whea 
the weather is. fine, you perceive the fummit of Mount Ipa in CRETE, 
and you eafily difcover ANapHe, Astypatma, Ios, Naxos, and the 
greater part of the CycLtapgs. ‘The plain which is feen below, in the 
weft quarter, is the moft fertile and the moft produdtive place of. the ifland. 
Veffels anchor fometimes in fummer off the fhore at which this plain termi- 


nates. The bottom. is fand and gravel. 


SANTORIN, In proportion to its extent, is the richeft and moft populous 
of all the lands of the ArcuipeLAGco. There are reckoned on it five 
orincipal villages, in each of which is a primate: ApanwomeErtas, ScauRo, 
Pircos, Emporto, and dcrotiri. The primates, diftinguifhed by the 
name of Mpitropi, are charged with the police of their diftri&, with the 
conyoking of the principal inhabitants for the affemblies relative to the 
affairs of the ifland, with fuperintending the collection of the! impofts, &c, 


They 
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They are renewed every year, and appointed by the general affemblies of the 
people. Befides thefe five principal villages, there are feveral other fmaller 
ones, fuch as Alererecyur, Vourrouto, Purro-Srepuani, Putra, Gonta, 
Carrernabo, Vorona, Afessarra, and Mercato-Cuorro. The population 


exceeds twelve thoufand fouls, almoft all of the Greek church. 


The number of Roman catholics has diminifhed fGince Tournerort, 
for, in his time, they amounted to one-third of the inhabitants, and they 
form not a fixth at prefent. There are two bifhops: the one Latin, who 
paffes the winter at Scavuro, and the fummer at Patra; and the other 
Greek, whofe refidence is at Prrcos. Here Jefutts formerly refided; they 
have been fucceeded by Lazarifts: they both have been for a long time 
charged with the education of fome young people. Here are, befides, two 
convents of nuns, the one Latin, and the other Greck: the Latin convent 
follows the rule of St. Doatrwic, and the Greek that of Sr. Bastin. The 
Greek priefts are in this ifland as numerous as they are throughout the Ar- 


CHIPELAGO, and they are here almoft as poor. 


' The inhabitants of Santoriy are very laborious and very temperate: 
they are juftly reckoned to have more morals and more probity than thofe 
of Naxos. They are alfo much more induftrious and much richer, They 
apply themfelves with incredible activity to the culture of the vine and that 
of cotton. The women manufacture cloths of different qualities: they alfo 
knit caps and ftockings, which they fell to flrangers, and fend to Russra 
and to fome towns cf ITraty. It is the nuns who fabricate the fineft and 
the beft cloths. This trade is fomewhat extenfive, confidering the fmall po- 
pulation of the ifland; and as the cotton which 1s gathered 1s not fuflicient 
for the induftry of the inhabitants, they draw it from the other iflands, and 


+r . 


in particular from Scaza Nora, in the Gulf of Epuesvs, 


Wine 
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Wine forms the principal revenue of the ifland: the moft efteemed is that 
known under the name of Vino Santo. It is fweet, lufcious, and of indif- 
ferent quality the firft year: it becomes very good as it acquires age, and 
preferable to the beft Cyprus wine. The inhabitants fell it at no more 
than three or four parats the oke at the vintage. It almoft all goes to 
Russta. It is made with white grapes very npe, which are expofed for 
eight days to the fun, fpread on the terraces or flat roofs of the houfes. 
They are afterwards trodden; ew prefled, and the new wine is put inte 


cafks, which are carefully bunged till the fermentation has ceafed. 


The common wine is not very good: it is in general {weet, and eafily turns 
four. Jt is made with white grapes and with black grapes indifferently, 
which are trodden on coming out of the vineyard: the new wine is imme- 
diately drawn to be put into cafks. As the grapes are too ripe and too fac- 
charine, in order that the fermentation may take place more eafily, the 
inhabitants are accuftomed at Sanrort1N, as well as in all the iflands of 
the ARCHIPELAGO, to add a fourth or even a third of water. They fuffer 
this wine to ferment about a month, after which the cafk is clofely bunged. 
On the lees which remain in the vat, a rather large quantity of water is 
poured, and it is left to ferment for eight or ten days. ‘The wine which 
arifes from it is then drawn off, and the lecs are preffed. This wine, which 
is of a quality very inferior, ferves, during the whole year, for the ufe of 


the inhabitants; the other is fold at one or two parats the oke to ftrangers. 


The cellars are fpacious and very clean: they are dug in the bank of 
white pumice-ftone, which we have faid covers the whole ifland. The 
upper part is cut into the form of an arch. Some rich individuals coat the 
infide of thefe cellars with a cement; others put none, and it appeared to us 
that this was not neceflary. Although this fubftance is friable and rather 


foft, the arch, however, is very folid, and it feldom happens that any portion 
at 
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at all confiderable breaks off from it. The cafks are placed in two rows 
There is towards the entrance of the cellar a fquare vat, tolerably large, 
conftructed in mafonry, cemented on the infide with a mixture of lime 


and pumice-ftone pafied through a fieve. 


The quantity of wine which is exported from Santrorin every year, is 
very confiderable: it ts eftimated, in an ordinary vintage, at a million of 
okes. Hence is alfo exported a fmall quantity of brandy. The inhabitants, 
deprived of f{pring-water, are fcarcely acquainted with any other beverage 
than their fmall wine. They drink it, though turned four, and in this con- 
dition it 1s fill agreeable. We ourfelves made ufe of it with pleafure, and 
without inconvenience, during the intenfe heat which we experienced in the 


ifiand. 


Though the foil of Sawrorty is very dry, and far from fertile, the cotton 
tree and the vine thrive there extremely well. The furface of the foil is 
nothing but a mixture of pumice-{tone, fragments of bafaltes, and vegetable 
earth, produced by the dung which is put on it, and by the decompofition 
of the vegetables which there grow. The cotton of Sanrorin appears to 
differ from the herbaceous cotton which is cultivated in the other iflands: 
it is fhrubby, and lafts fifteen or twenty years. It is cut annually even with 
the ground. The gathering takes place from the end of Frudtidor to Bru- 


maire. 


The vine-plants are fet at the diftance of two or three feet from each 
other, and they are fuffered to grow for ten or twelve years without being cut 
in any way. When it is thought that they have acquired a iudicient fize, 
they are annually trimmed, at the fame time mere fhoots are left than we 
leave in the South of France. The vine-plant is fupported, in order that 
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it may not trail, and the branches are propped by the means of fome old 
cuttings of vines faftened all round. The grapes are ripe, and in a condition 


to be gathered, at the beginning of Fruétidor. 


A vine thus planted, cut, and trimmed, lafts not fo long as thofe in our 
fouthren departments; but it yields a double and triple quantity of grapes: 
this confideration may eafily determine the cultivator to make fome trials in 
the warm climates, and in places where the lands are deep and light as at 


SANTORIN. 


The other foecies of culture practifed in the ifland are of very little im- 
portance. The land is not good enough for wheat. Only a little barley 
and fome legumes are gathered. Fruit-trees are very fcarce: the fig-tree and 
the almond-tree are almoft the only ones cultivated. A few fheep, goats, 
and hogs, are bred. Affes and mules are made ufe of for draught: oxen 
are {feldom employed for ploughing. At Sanrorin, no other fuel is ufed 
than wood and charcoal, which are brought from the coaft of Asza, or the 


lentifk, which the inkabitants go to cut at Hiera, and on fome neighbour- 


ing iflands. 


SANTORIN pays about 55,000 piaftres impoft, including the land-tax, 
the karatch, the duty of two parats per oke, at which the wine is taxed, and 
the cuftomary prefents, every year, at the time of the arrival of the captain- 
pacha’s fleet in the ArcuipeLaco. The Jand-tax ought to be no more 
than a tenth of the produce, as it was fettled at the time of the furrender of 
the ifland; but the waiwode, who farms this duty from the Porre, has for 
a long time paft levied on private individuals a fifth, without the latter ever 


having been able to bring their juft remonftrances to a hearing. 


The 
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The villages fituated on the fummit of the interfected ground of the read- 
Mead, have a very fingular afpect. The houfes are half cut into the pumice- 
ftone, half built on the outfide of it, and placed the one above the cther, 
according to the difpofition of the ground. The part which is elevated on 
the outfide, is levelled at the top like a terrace, by means of a mixture of 
lime and pumice-ftone fifted: fuch are Apanomeria, Scavro, Jfrrevecu, 
Parro, Stepuani, and Puira. The pooreft villages inland, fuch as Vovr- 
routo, Coxpo-Cuori, and Murssarra, fituated on a declivity, are nothing 
more than an aflemblage of caverns made in the pumice-ftone. There is 
only a fmall portion of the front of each habitation that is a little walled 
up, on account of the entrance-door. Pircos is the moft confiderable, 
the beft built, and the richeft village of the ifland. There you breathe a 
pure air, and enjoy an agreeable profpect. Almoft all the houfes of Say- 
Trorin have aciftern, which the inhabitants take care to fill in the rainy 


feafon: they have no other water to drink and to give to their cattle. 


The partridge and the hare, fo common in moft of the iflands of the 
ARCHIPELAGO, are very fcarce at SAnToRIN. The rabbit which we faw 
at Tenepos, at Mycon1, at DELos, at Paros, at Scio, and elfewhere, 
is not here to be found; but, to make amends, the quail is in plenty from 
the end of Frudtidor. The inhabitants purfue it by means of a net fixed 
to a hoop of three or four feet in diameter, to which is adapted a ftick feven 
or eight feet long. The fportfman cafts his net on a ftump of the vine, or 
of the cotton-tree, where he fufpecls that there is any quail fquatted, and 
it happens rather frequently that he catches one. We faw feveral taken 


the following year, in Fructidor, in lefs than a quarter of an hour. 


As the inhabitants cannot confume all the quails which this kind of 
{port procures, they are in the habit of parboiling them, and preferving them 
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all the winter in vinegar, or in wxo funto. This is a very delicate dith, 


which furpaffes the fig-pecker of Cyprus prepared in the fame manner. 


We faw in the fame feafon the A]pine crow*. We were told that it was 


a bird of paffage, and that it came from the mountains of Asta Minor. 


The zoad of Sanrorin is about feven miles in length from north to 
fouth, and fix in breadth from the little harbour of Puzra to the Ifland 
of Asprontsi. It would be one of the beft ports of the ArcnipELAGo, 
if fhips could caft anchor there; but the lead indicates a confiderable depth 
of water, fuch as two hundred and fifty and three hundred fathoms. Boats 
anchor at Saw Nicono: veflels make faft by mooring below Purra,, 
when they come to load with wine. If bad weather oblige them to take 
fhelter at Sanrorin, they generally make faft between the Litrie and 
the New Kamment, till the fquall be over. Frigates may caft anchor 
in fifteen or twenty fathoms water, over a gravelly bottom to the fouth- 
ward of the Otp KamMent, at the fame time taking the precaution to run 


out immediately a hawfer to the fhore. 


Some little diftance to the fouth fouth-weft of the Lirrre Kamment,, 
the bottom of the fea rifes, and the lead indicates no more than fifteen or 
twenty fathoms; but this bottom is of ftone and rock, on which a fhip 
cannot anchor. The fifhermen belonging to the ifland affirm that it has 
rifen confiderably within a fliort time, which feems to announce the ap- 


proaching formation of a new ifland. 


We think that it would be imprudent to remain too long at anchor 


between the Lirruz and the New KammMeEnt, on account of the vicinity 


* Corvus porrbocorax, Linn.=Z, 


of 


t 
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of the latter, which exhales a very fetid fmell, and muft be extremely un- 
wholefome; for, independently of the waters which ftagnate there, the 
volcanic exhalations that proceed from this place and the environs, muft 
infect the air to a rather great diftance, and foon occafion dangerous 
diforders. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Arrival at Candia.—Defcription of that town.——Vifit to the pacha.—De- 
parture.—Arrival at Retimo.—Behaviour of the pacha.—Arrival at 
Canea.—De/cription of the environs.—Temperature.—Obfervations on the 


winds.—Larthquake. 


[uratiznt to repair to the Ifle of Creve, ‘and to fee the country of 
Jupiter and of Minos, we embarked on the 12th of Thermidor (30th of 
July), in the evening, in a large boat with lateen fails, which had arrived 
a few days before at Port San Nicoto. The captain, a Muffulman by 
religion, was a native of Tunis. He often frequented the iflands of the 
ARCHIPELAGO, and enjoyed a very good reputation. He had brought 
mantegue* from the Gulf of Sipra in AFRica, and was going to CANDIA 
to take on board for Ecyrr a cargo of raifins, almonds, Sr. Joun’s bread, 


liquorice-roots, and honey. 


As the diftance from Sanrorin to Canpra is about thirty leagues, we 
fhould have preferred embarking on board a European veffel, rather than 
making this trip in one of the country-boats: but there was no choice left 
for us. Merchant-veffels frequent but little the harbour of Sawrorin in 
fummer; and, in that feafon, the regularity of the wind allows of navigating, 


without fear and without danger, in {mall boats. 


® Mantegue is a mixture of butter and mutton-fuet, of which the Orientals make ufe in 
their ragouts and paftry, 


We 
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We fet out from Sanrorin in the evening, in order to arrive in broad 
day at Canp1a. We left on the mght the little Ifland of Curistrana, 
and we fieered, without compafs, nearly towards the fouth. The north wind 
fell, as ufual, after funfet: it was faint and variabie during the night, and, 
in the morning, we found ourfelves ten or twelve leagues from Canpra, to 
the north-eaft of Dra. As we were too far to the eaftward, and as the 
wind, which blew from eight o’clock in the morning, was north north-weft, 
we plied to windward a part of the day, in order to pafs to the weftward 
of Dra; which was the reafon that we did not enter the harbour till the 


evening of the 13th (31ft of July). 


We made the captain acknowledge that it is much better to confult a 
compafs, as foon as one lofes fight of the land, than the ftars and the fun, 
which do not indicate the courfe with the fame precifion. Notwithftanding 
this avowal, he fet fail for Ecypr a few days after, difdaining to purchafe 
an excellent compafs which a Ragufan mariner offered him at a low price, fo 
much empire has habit over an ignorant man. 

The firft chain of Mount Iba, which rifes in the form of a pyramid to 
the fouth-weit of Cannpia, ferves ata diftance as a land-mark to navigators, 
who wilh to anchor in the harbour of that town. The little Ifland of Dias 
fituated to the eaft north-eaft, known to mariners under the name of Sruy- 
Dia*, equally concurs to guide their route: it does more; it affords them 
an afylam in the three roadfteads which it has in its fouth quarter. ‘We 


fhall have occafion to {peak of them elfewhere. 


The harbour of Canpta is defended from the north wind vy rocks, on 


which has been built a ftrong jetty parallel to the coaft; it is very fafe, and 


# Eig cw Ai, is tin Dia, 


might 
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might contain from thirty to forty merchant-veffels if it were dug and kept 
in order. It can at this day receive but eight or ten, and thefe too mutt be 
lightened or unloaded ; for there are no more than eight or nine feet water 
in the infide of the harbour, and about fifteen at its entrance. The Turks, 
who enjoy every where with the indifference of a tenant; the Turks, who 
make every thing worfe, and never any thing better, fuffer it to be choked 
up from day to day without employing themfelves on the means of clear- 
ing it; which would, neverthelefs, be very eafy, the bottom being of fand 
and mud. 

In front of the jetty, to the left on entering, are arfenals which are allowed 
to fall into decay: thefe were conftruéted by the Venetians in 1552, to 
judge of them from that date put underneath the arms of the Republic. 
They fuffered greatly at the time of the fiege of this place by the Turks, in 
1667, 1668, and 1669: fome even have loft a great part of their roof. 
Thefe arfenals, to the number of ten, are, properly fpeaking, nothing more 
than docks, which that induftrious and trading people had conftruécted for 


building gallies, and for putting them under cover when they were laid up. 


From the harbour the entrance into the town is by a gate, which is fhut 
at night. Walls of a folid conftrudtion, a good ditch, and fome advanced 
works, defend this place very well by land. The houfes are better built than 
all thofe which we had hitherto feen, if we except Sc10; but the population 
here is not in proportion to its extent. Here are fcarcely reckoned ten or 
twelve thoufand Turks, two or three thoufand Greeks, and about fixty Jews. 
‘The Greeks who inhabited it, before it was fubjefted to the Turks, foilowed 
the Venetians at the time of the capitulation, or made their efcape into the 
country. They come not at this day without trembling to fettle in a town 
where their exiftence is inceflantly threatened by the janizaries, and their 


fortune very frequently invaded by the pachas. . 
CANDIA 
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Cann is fituated on a lawn of no great elevation. The ground, fup- 
ported towards the fea by a {trong wall built on rocks, affords an agreeable 
walk. Here are feen feveral pieces of cannon with the arms of Venice, 
capable of defending by fea the approaches of the place. ‘The feraglio of 
the pacha ftands on the oppofite fide, and occupies the fite on which was 
built the palace of the proveditor. The handfomeft churches, damaged by 
the fiege, have been repaired and converted into mofques. The houfes con- 
ftructed by the Venetians have difappeared for a long time; but the fortifi- 
cations have been carefully kept up, fo much importance does the PorTE 


annex to the prefervation of the ifland. 


% 


We fhall not undertake to decide whether Cawpra occupies the pofi- 
tion of the ancient Crrzum, as fome geographers appear to believe, or that 
of ALarium, asfome others fuppofe: we thal] only fay, from the places which 
we attentively vifited in a fecond voyage, that it appears to us more proper 
to confider the ruins of a town, fituated four leagues to the weft, as thofe 
of Cyrzum. We fhall place #A/aT1um two leagues to the eaft of Canpta, 
facing Dia, as Putwy calls it. Hrraciea, which is known to have been 
the harbour of Cnossvus, flill exifts four or five leagues to the eaftward. 
That of Cawpta, the beft on the whole coaft, appears to us, in this fuppo- 
fition, to be Port Paxormus, fituated, according to Protemy, between 


Cyrzum and HERACLEA. 


The name of Canp1a, which this town bears at the prefent day, comes 
from the Saracen word chandar or candar, which fignifies entrenchment, 
becaufe it was in this place that the Saracens entrenched themfelves when 
they came to make the conquett of the ifland, under the emperor MicHaEgL 


1. furnamed the Stammierer. 
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In 1645, the Turks got poffeffion of Canza, Retimo, andall the Ifland 
cf Crete; but they were unable to make themfelves mafters of the forts of 
GRABUSA, SuDA, Sprna-Lonea, and the town of Canpra. Mano- 
met 1V. who was fenfible that -he fhould never be the quiet poffeffor of 
this important ifland, as long as the Venetians fhould occupy the capital, 
in 1667, fent his viir Acumet Kuperir with a confiderable army in order 
to lay fiege toit. The Venetians, fill mafters of the harbour and of the 
fea, preferved the power of tranfmitting fuccours of every kind; and the. 
place, well fortified and vigoroufly defended, was capable of refifting for a 


long time all the efforts of the Ottoman Empire. 


The army of the befiegers had been feveral times reinforced: already were 
reckoned upwards of one hundred thoufand Turks who had perifhed at the 
foot of the walls by the fire of the place, or by the explofion of niines. 
The Venetians received frefh fuccour from Frawce, which would, un- 
doubtedly, have obliged the Turks to retire, when the town, under the 
command of Morostni, capitulated through the artifice of a Greek in 
the fervice of the Porte, after a fiege of two years and a half, andthe 


lofs of thirty thoufand men, Venetians, Piedmontefe, and French. 


When we arrived in Canp1ia, the vice-confulate was vacant. We found 
only a fimple agent, to whom we communicated the projeét which we had 
of vifiting the eaft and middle part of the ifland before we repaired to 
Rerimo and Cangas. The drogueman, a Jew by birth, more officious 
than we could have wifhed, came to recommend to us, the day after our 
arrival, to wait on the pacha, in order to difcharge, he faid, a duty, and 
to yield to the with which this refpectable old mam had to fee us, and to 
confult us refpeéting his health. ‘ You will obtain from him,” added he, 
«« all the accommodation that you can defire for vifiting the ifland without 
<* any danger.” : 

Our 
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Our firft movement was to refufe to go to the pacha’s, of whom we had 
nothing to afk. ‘“ What purpofe can this vifit anfwer?” faid we to the 
drogueman. “ It is at leaft ufelefs. Shew him our firmans, tell him who 
“© we are, and what we are come here to do: tell him, befides, that we do 
“© not practife phyfic, although we gather plants; and give him to under- 
“ ftand, that it is very frequently dangerous for a perfon to confult phy- 
“€ ficians when he is in good health.’”? The drogueman perfifted: he told us 
that we could not proceed one ftep in the ifland if we did not accede to 
the wifhes of the pacha. The agent was of his opinion: fome captains of 
veffels, prefent at our converfation, applauded this propofal: curiotity pleaded 
alfo in favour of the drogueman: we confented; and, in the afternoon, we 


were conducted to the feraglio. 


We were firft received in the apartments of the principal officers, who 
fpoke to us with eagernefs of the French revolution, and of the war which 
we then had to fuftain againft the natural enemies of the Portr. We 
replied to all their queftions with referve: this fubject was too delicate to be 
treated of in TurKEy. We were offered pipes, coffee, fherbet, and per- 
fumes, after which it was announced to us that the pacha was ready to re- 


celrve us. 


We had found nothing but fofas in the apartment of the officers; we faw 
two chairs in that of the pacha, placed ag a little diftance fiom him. On 
entering, we made him our falutation in the oriental flyle, which he re- 
turned*. He invited us to fit down: the drogueman and the agent's fon 


fquatted on a carpet. After the cuflomary compliments on our fafe arrival, 


* It confifts in carrying the right hand to the heart, and inclining the head alittle, Th: 
Turks pronounce between themfelves their /alom alaik, falam alaik-kom, which they teke good 


ease not to fay to a non-Muffalinan, 


ai 
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the pacha fpoke to us of his health, and begged us to feel his pulfe. -He 
was a good-looking old man, upwards of feventy years of age. We complied 
with his requeft; we told him that he was in good health, and that he had 
{till upwards of twenty years to live. He appeared fatisfied with this predic- 


tion. 


He afterwards afked us what was the object of our travels. ‘ Curiofity 
“and the defire of acquiring knowledge,” anfwered we, “ bring us into 
“ your ifland. We have pafled fome months at ConsTaANTINOPLE; we 
“ have vifited moft of the iflands of the Arcu1PELAGO; we would wilh 
** to take alook at the celebrated country which you govern, and gather 
** fome of thofe balfamic plants which Heaven has here fcattered with pro- 
“ fufion.”"— That cannot be,” faid he to us coldly: ‘* I cannot give you 
* fuch a permiffion.” We fhewed him our firmans, by which we had the 
power of vifiting all the countries fubje&: to the Ottoman government. 
‘© That cannot be,’’ continued the pacha. We inftanced feveral travellers ; 
we {poke of feamen, who walk about the iland with the greateft freedom, 
who go a fhooting, and wherever they pleafe. The pacha ftill repeated: 


“ That cannot be: your life would be expofed: to this I cannot confent.” 


He talked to us of gangs of thieves and robbers who infefted the roads,. 
and who would murder us if we were to go to Mount Ipa and to Gortywna, 
as we wanted. “ That cannot be,” faid we in our turn: “there are no 
“‘ gangs of thieves and robbers in a country well governed: punifhment 
“© would follow too clofe on guilt, for villains to dare to make their appear- 
“ ance.’— No doubt,” faid the pacha to us: “ there are much fewer 
“© robbers fince I command; but there are ftill.enough for you to be expofed 
* to lofe your lives.” We defired the drogueman to cut fhort a conver. 
fation which might become difagreeable to all, and to obtain permiffion for 


us to retire; which was granted. 
3 » We 
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We were very much aftonithed at this ftri€tnefs of the pacha, and were 
endeavouring to divine the caufe of it, when a word from the drogueman 
afforded us a ray of light. ‘* The pacha,” faid he to us, ‘* made a difficulty 
“ in granting you what you afked him, only becaufe there paffed not long 
“* ago a foreigner, who gave him five hundred piaftres for going to fee I forget 
“ what ruins ten leagues from this place.””—‘* Very well,” replied we; “ tell 
* the pacha that we wil not purchafe at fo dear a rate the fight of fome 
«heaps of ftones, and that he may commit -extortions on the Greeks and 


«© Jews if he isin want of money: as for us, we have not five hundred piaftres, 


‘é 


pat 


and if we had, we would find means to employ them to a better purpofe.” 
The drogueman endeavoured to get us to confent to fome {maller facrifice. 
« Not a piaftre, not a parat,” faid we; ‘ befides, it fhould not be through 


s* your means that we would treat, if we fhould entertain fuch a with.” 


It was ufelefs, in the prefent circumftances, to make a longer flay in 
Canpia. We refolved to go, if poffible, by land to Cayra, perfuaded 
that we fhould find from the conful every accommodation of which we ftood 
in need. We afked for a janizary to accompany us; the aga fent us a man 
well known, who had been fettled in the town for a long time: a Turkith 
muleteer, himfelf a janizary, furnifhed us with horfes, and ferved us as a 
guide. We knew that there was nothing to fear from the Greeks, and two 
janizaries fettled and married, who publicly undertook to conduct us te 
Canera, were a fufficient fecurity to us. We tranquillized the breach fhip- 
captains, who expreffed uneafinefs on our account. We fent our baggage 
by fea with a Greek fervant, and fet out by ourlelves, and without baggage, 


on the 17th of Therimidor (4th of Auguft) in the morning. 


Thefe janizaries, born in the ifland, {poke Greek very well, and drank 
wine and brandy ftill better. We were extremely well fatisfied with them ; 
and we learnt, even from thcir mouth, that the pacha had fpoken to us 
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of robbers only in order to get money, and have a pretext for giving us, at 

our own expenfe, an efcort on which he-would have levied his claims. 1... 
fhould have fuppreffed this anecdote, which is of little importance, had I; 
not thought that it may be ufeful to travellers, and did it not fhew, at the 

fame time, how greedy the agents of the Turkifh government are after 


money, and what little delicacy they ufe as to the means of procuring it. 


The environs of Canpia prefent a few fertile plains, cultivated, and fonve 
rifing grounds fufceptible of being fo. At a little diftance to the fouth, is 
feen an infulated mountain, in the form of a pyramid, at the foot of which 
one pafles in going to vifit the ruins of Gortywna: the Europeans know it 
by the name of JupirerR’s mountain. Yo the fouth-weft, Mount Ipa, 
covered with {now almoft all the year, throws out, on one fide, fome 
branches towards the town; and, on the other, runs to join the mountains 
of SpHacuta, in like manner covered with fnow during eight or nine 


months. 


On going out of the town, we found a low plain, fomewhat extenfive, 
watered by two rivulets, after which we croffed calcareous hills and moun-~ 
tains, on which the Venetians have made paved roads, that have been kept 
in tolerably good prefervation. We Jeft the firft links of the chain ef Mount - 
Ipa very clofe to us on the left. We faw every where, in. abundance, 
ftorax among the plants and fhrubs which we had met with, in the iflands 
of the ArcurpeLaco, We arrived at an early hour at Damasta, a village 
by no means confiderable, where we paffed the reft of the day. We were 
made to fet off in the morning before day-light. We traverfed. places lefs, 
elevated, lefs arid, and more cultivated than thofe we had paffled the day 
before; fertile plains of litde extent and narrow vallies. We faw a great 
many olive-trees, a few vines, a few mulberry-trees, and feveral oaks. We 


sefted under the plane-tree mentioned by Tournerort, near a confiderable, 


Spring 
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fpring which takes its rafe at too fmall a diftance from the {ca to ferve for the 
watering of the lands. We proceeded for a long time by the fea-fide, and 


we arrived at an early hour at Retimo, 


The environs of this town afford profpeéts very picturefque: gardens 
planted with orange-trees, among which rife fome date-trees; fields covered 
with olive-trees and kitchen-garden plants; rifing grounds on which the vine, 
the fig-tree, the mulberry-tree, and the almond-tree grow together; further 
on, wooded mountains: to the weft, the citadel, the harbour, and the fea— 
every thing concurs to render Revimo the moft agreeable town in the ifland. 
It would have become, perhaps, the richeft and ‘mot populous, if the har- 
bour, {mall as it is, had been kept in order. Its prefent population con- 
fifts of from five to fix thoufand inhabitants, half Greeks, half Turks; the 


Jews there are not fo numerous as at CANDIA. 


Retimo, built on the ruins of the ancient Riruymya, too weakly de- 
fended, was plundered and ravaged by the Turks as far back as the year 
1572, while Surin I]. was caufing the flege of Famacusra in Cyprus to 
be pufhed on with vigour: but it was not till the reign of IpraniM, in 


1645, that the Venctians were driven from it for ever. 


Though we had alighted with our guides at a caravanfary, we willingly ac- 
cepted a lodging that was offered to us at the houfe of a Jew, a French 
barataire. Inthe courfe of the evening his fon took us all over the tewn,. 
fhewed us the harbour and fome gardens, and related to us the deplorable 
event which had obliged his father to abfent himfelf. 


The pacha of Revimo, who from a low condition had juft rifen to great 
employments by dint of intrigues and money, eager to recover his advances,. 
pay his debts, and acquire frefh riches in order to obtain, with a fuperior 


rank, 
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rank, a government more important, fuffered no opportunity to efcape of 
extorting money from the inhabitants of Rerimo and the unfortunate cul- 
tivators of his province; and when occafions and pretexts were wanting, he 
taxed juft in the fame manner, at {ums more or lefs great, the private per- 
fons fulpeed to be rich. For fix months paft that he had been in the 
town, Grecks, Jews, and Muffulmans, all had paid more or lefs. Axpra- 
WAMAKI, barataire and agent of the Republic, had flattered himfelf that 
the pacha would not dare to apply to him; he was miftaken. ABrauam- 
AK1 was reckoned rich: the pacha could not find it in his heart te fuffer this 
prey to efcape. He fent to him for ten thoufand piaftres, at the fame time 
affuring him of his protection if he paid them inftantly. The Jew refufed 
to part with that fum. The pacha infifled and threatened. ABRAHAMAKI 
then addreffed himfelf to the French conful at Canza (Citizen Henry 
Mure), and communicated to him the fituation in which he ftood. The 
conful immediately went to Retimo. The pacha, who was informed of the 
circumftance, caufed the Jew to be feized, ordered him to be put in irons in 
the feraglio, and threatened to have him cudgelled to death if he did not pay 


down inftantly the fum required. 


What could the conful do in this extremity? Wait on the pacha, claim 
his juftice, demand the execution of the capitulations: the Jew would not, 
on that aceount, the lefs perifh. Every one acknowledged that the pacha 
was capable of this atrocity. The family of ABRanAMAKI affembled; all 
the Jews of Retrmo made a ftir: they deliberated: every one was of opinion 
to pay. The prifoner himfelf, fearing for his life, wrote to his friends, 
begged them to count the fum which the pacha required, and fend word to 
the conful to undertake nothing in his favour. The money being paid, the 
Jew was releafed; but the pacha once more threatened to have him cudgelled 


to death if he uttered the fmallefl complaint. 


This 
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This abufe of authority could not be tolerated without great inconveni- 
ences. The pacha had dared to make an attack on the fortune and liberty 
of an agent of the Republic; he ought to be punifhed. To fay nothing, 
was an a&t of cowardice; this was in fome meafure to authorize this: wicked 
man to commit every day frefh acts of tyranny. Shortly no fhip-captain 
would have dared either to take in oil at ReT1Mo, or to Jand on.thefe parts 
become too dangerous. We learnt, a few days after, that the conful had 
fent word to the agent to conceal himfelf from the-refentment of the pacha, 
and that he had written to Citizen DescorcHEs, envoy extraordinary at 
the Ottoman Ports, in order to communicate to him what had juft hap- 


pened. 


The complaint of the conful was fupported by thofe which were preferred 
at the fame time by the pacha of Canpia, on account of other extortions 
of a nature no lefs flagiant. The Portr, which tacitly allows its agents to 
fqueeze and torment tributary fubjects, cannot without danger fuffer the 
Muffulmans, and ftill lefs perfons under the immediate prote¢tion of foreign 
powers to be laid under too fevere a contribution. The pacha of Retimo, 
on the requeft of Citizen Descorcues-and of the pacha of ConsTanvi- 
NOPLE, was difplaced, and condemned to make reftitution of the fums ex- 
torted. He obeyed the firft part of the orders of the Porte; but he de- 
clared to the ch/aoux who came to intimate them to him, that no fear, no 


motive could determine him to reimburfe the money which he had exacted. 


We faw him arrive a few days after us, at Canea: he was faluted by 
the guns. of the fort, and’ received.a vifit from the agas and the principal 
inhabitants of the town. He himfelf paid.a vifit to the pacha of Canga, 
and haftened his departure for the Morea, whither he was going to wait the 


effect of his new intrigues at CoNSTANTINOPLE,. 


In 
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In the mean time all thofe who had money to clatm, and who were {peci- 
ally defignated in the firman of the Porrs, prefented themfelves, either to 
the pacha of Canpra, or to-that-of Canxa, in order to be reimburfed 
before the departure of their plunderer. It is probable that thefe ‘two 
pachas affeted to endeavour to determine the pacha of ReTimo to make 
the reftitution ordered by the Ports, fince he faid loudly that if the fmalleft 
violence were attempted againft him, he would put himfelf at the head of 
his people and repel force by force. It was in vain that the obedience which 
he owed to the orders of the fultan was reprefented to him: he did not the 
lefs perfift in declaring that the fight even of the infruments of punithment 
could not determine him to it, and that no authority could compel him, 
He therefore departed without any one daring to undertake any thing againft 
him. He received the civilities of the pacha of CanzEa, and was again fa- 
luted by the guns of the fort, as if he had not been a rebellious fubje@, and 


as if he had carried with him the regret of the inhabitants. 


We are ignorant of the requel of this bufinefs; but it is probable that by 
means of the money which he had extorted, money which his agents at 
ConsTANTINOPLE will have fkilfully fcattered among perfonages of influ- 
ence, not only this man, doubly culpable, will not have been punifhed, but 
he will even have obtained a place more honourable and more lucrative than 


the former.. 


The next day, the 19th of Thermidor, (6th of Auguft) we fet out at fun- 
rife, at the fame time expreffing our withes that the Turks who outrage hu- 
manity, who opprefs in a revolting manner the nations that they have con- 
guered and firipped, raay be one day forced to return to the wild and dif- 
tant countries whence they would never have iffued, perhaps, if the Greeks 


had known how to preferve the virtues of their anceftors. 


For 
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Tor a long while we contemplated, to the north-weft of the town, the 
citadel built on a mafs of fteep rocks, advanced into the fea. We pro- 
ceeded for fome time along a hilly and dificult road, and we arrived at the 
fhore of ArMiro, after having croffed a fmall river which runs at the 
foot of the mountain. Beyond the beach we faw two fine fprings, the one 
of falt-water; the other, more confiderable, of frefh: farther on, ftands the 
fort of Anmrro, built by the Venetians, for defending a gorge, and pre- 
venting pirates or enemies who might make a defcent on the beach, from 


being able to penetrate by that way into the interior of the country. 


We then rofe higher by degrees, and we found ourfelves at the foot of 
the mountain called MaLaxa (Ma@awza), in fight of the Gulf of Supa. 
This mountain is {chiftofe and granitical at its bafe; whereas all thofe which 
we had feen till then, had appeared to us calcareous, and for the moft part 


cretaceous. 


Ranging along the mountain, whofe dire€tion is from eaft to weft, we 
pafled, without fufpecting it, within reach of the ruins of AMPHIMALE, of 


which we fhall foon have occafion to {peak. 


We defcended by a paved road into a fertile plain, tolerably well culti- 
vated. We paffed at a little diftance from the Gulf of Supa, and arrived 
early at Canra, much lefs tired by the length of the route, than fatigued 


by the exceffive heat which we had experienced. 


Citizen Mure, who had been a long time expecting us, would not 
allow us to lodge at the convent of the Capuchins, on account of the in- 
decorous behaviour in which an Italian monk, to whom the houfe was 
intrufted, indulged himfelf towards the French. We here thank him for 
his attention on this fubje@t, for the civilities which we received at his houte, 


YOu, Tl, GS and 
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and for the valuable information which he gave us. We are likewife in- 
debted to Citizen Macaion, a merchant, for interefling details refpecting 
the productions of the ifland, the trade that is there carried on, the popula- 


tion of the country-places, and fome cuftoms which are there eflablithed.. 


Canea, mucli lefs extenfive than Canpi1a, is in proportion more popu- 
lous. Here are reckoned upwards of four thoufand Turks, two or three 
thoufand Greeks, a hundred and fifty Jews, four French houfes, and fome — 
Italian houfes;- the latter are under the protection of the emperor of Ger- 


MANY, or the Republic of Racusa. , 


The town is furrounded by a ftrong wall and a wide ditch: it has but one 
gate on the land fide. The harbour is defended by batteries in good con- 
dition. ‘To the left, on entering, is remarked a jetty parallel to the coaft,. 
behind which a fomewhat great number of veffels might anchor if the bottom: 
were cleanfed. The Jargeft are obliged to remain near the entrance of the. 
harbour, expofed to the waves of a rough fea when the northerly winds blow. 


with a little violence. 


Facing the jetty is feen, as at Canpta,.a range of roofed docks, which= 


the Venetians had conftructed for building and theltering their gallies. 


Canza fcarcely held out for a few days againft the Turks,.who came 
to attack it in 1645. Cornaro, who commanded the Venetian troops, . 
came out of it with arms and baggage inorder to retire to RetTimo,. where. 
he was killed a little time after, in wifhing to defend that town, much lefs 


important and much. lefs capable of refiftance than CANEs. 


The neareft mountains, parallel to the coaft, leave between them a plain - 


upwards of a league in width, which extends over a fpace of twelve or fifteen 
miles, 
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miles, from the head of the Gulf of Supa to the environs of Dreryarya, 
a mountain that ftretches to the north, and forms the advanced promontory 
which formerly bore the fame name, and which the Italians defignate at this 
day under that of Caro Spapsa. This plain is, in general, tolerably fertile 
and almoft entirely cultivated. Gardens of orange-trees, forefts of olive-trees, 
a few fcattered vineyards, fields deftined for the culture of wheat, barley, 
cotton, fefamum, maize, melons, and different legumes, thofe are what it 


prefents every where, 


Following the fea-fhore to the weil of the town, you crofs a miry rivulet 3 
then you fee near the coaft a fhoal and the little defert ifland of San Tuzo- 
poro, on which the Venetians had erected a battery for preventing a de- 
{cent on the beach. When you have paffed the ifland, you arrive at PLa- 
TANIA, an extenfive, folitary, and rural walk, where grow fpontaneoufly 
plane-trees which excite aftonifhment from their fze and number. Each of 
them fupports one or two vine-plants, which embrace the whole extent of 
the tree, and furnifh in abundance, without care and without culture, grapes 
with large ftones, of an excellent quality. As they ripen very late in thefe 
fhaded places, they are feen to arrive with pleafure at the markets of Canea, 
when the others are beginning to difappear. A {mall river waters and tra- 


verfes this agreeable foreft, and there diffufes life and coolnefs. 


We had been for a long time at CanEA: we had already vilited the envi- 
rons of the town, and gathered on the mountains the dittany and the ebony 
of Crete, and mofl of the interefting plants of the ifland: we had been 
prefent at village-feftivals, when it was propofed to us to go and fee the 
ruins of Patto-Castro, which we fufpect to be thofe of Aprera, according 


to the account of fome travellers. 


Cee after 
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After a journey of an hour and a half, we arrived at the Greek monaftery, 
Ayia Kiriaikt, fituated to. the fouth-weft of Canra. We there left our 
horfes, and, took a guide to conduct us to the ruins which we withed to ex: 
amine. We afcended by a very bad road, over a fteep rock, making part of 
the firft chain of mountains which we: have faid to be parallel to the coaft. 
We foon came to a thick wall that led us to a lawn on which we remarked 
the remains of a fort almoft fquare, flanked by towers. -The walls of this 
fort, as well as thofe of the ramparts with which the town was furrounded, 
are nearly a toife in thicknefs. They were of a folid conftruction, and faced. 


with hewn-ftone, which, in fome places, is {till to be perceived: 


We came out from this enclofure by the fouth wall, and. found ourfelves 
on a ground commanded by a chain of rocks more lofty and: more fteep than 
thofe on which the fort was fituated. “This {pace is terminated to the weit 
by other perpendicular rocks, which form a natural rampart around it, fepa- 
rating it from the furrounding mountains,. and: rendering it inacceffible on 
that fide.. 


This rock was itfelf furmounted: by a thick wall; and” ftrengthened by 
towers at certain diftances. The town was fituated between the fortrefs and 
the wall, by which we arrived, and the perpendicular rocks which we have 
juft mentioned. This {pace was fufficient for a town of moderate fize.. 
Here we neither found in{criptions nor bafs-reliefs, nor veftiges of temples or- 
fumptuous edifices, nothing that could indicate to.us the ancient name-of 


this town. 


if Kissamos fituated between Cape Grapusa and Cape Spapa, twenty, 
miles to the weft of Canra were formerly the harbour of ApTrEra, as ap- 
pears evident, according to the text of the ancient. authors, and if Canna, 


occupy. 
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occupy the place of Cyrpontra, as is commonly imagined, Srrazo is mif- 
taken when he fays.that Avrera was but ten miles from Cyponra. But 
if ancient Cyponia were forty ftada from its harbour, as is thought by the 
author of the Legifation de Crete, page 473, then it is probable that we faw 
the ruins of that town, and that thofe of ApTrEna are ten miles to the weft, 
facing Kissamos, as Srravo fays: they are thofe which TourNnerronr 


vifited, and of which he {peaks*, 


A quarter of a league to the eaft of Canga, is feen a rifing ground, and, 
farther on, fome calcareous hills, the greater part naked, which advance into 
the fea, and form a peninfula.terminated by Cape Metecca, The monaf- 
tery of the Trinity lies among thefe hills: it is inhabited by a great 
number of friars, who almoft all apply themfelves to the culture of the land. 
We remarked with pleafure in the environs of the: monaftery, fome fuperb 
orchards of olive-trees, a few vineyards, and fome fields, intended forthe 
culture of different fpecies of corn. We faw a great many bees, and a vaft 
number of goats. and {heep: there were among others in the garden a ricinus 
or Palma Chrifi planted feveral years ago, which indicated by its vigour 
that the greater part.of the plants of the warmeft climates might. be intro- 
duced into Crete. We fpent fome days with thefe friars, and we went 
from this place to the monaftery of Sr. Joun,.fituated towards the cape, 
onan elevated lawn. ‘The friars are here not fo numerous, becaufe the lands 
which they have to cultivate are not fo good nor fo extenfive as thofe be- 


longing to the convent of the Trinity: 


Ye defcended from Cape Merzcca by a narrow gorge and by a road 
ze between frightful precipices, which furnifhed us with fome interefting 
pants. Towards the middle of. the declivity, ftands a building partly de- 

* Foyage au Levant, vol. i. page 81, 


flroyed, 
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ftroyed, depending on the monaftery of Sr. Joun, formerly inhabited by a 


few friars to whom the guard of this gorge was intrufted. 


The Gulf of Supa (Pirate VIII), a fpacious natural harbour, one of 
the fineft and fafeft of the ARCHIPELAGO, lies to the fouth of the penin- 
fula of which we have juft fpoken. Its mouth is to the eaft, and its head 
runs to the weft north-weft: it is not only fheltered by the angles and capes 
which the lands form, but alfo by the two Ifets of Supa, on one of which 
is fituated the fort conftructed by the Venetians, and which they preferved a 
reat while after the ifland was no longer in their pofleffion. It was not till 
the reign of Acumer III. that the Turks made themtelves matters of this 
fort, and by thofe means became the tranquil poffeffors of the whole Ifiand 


of CRETE. 


The anchorage the moft frequented by the commanders of veffels who 
with only to fhelter themfelves from a gale of wind, is to the fouth fouth- 
weft of Cape Menrcca, behind a {mall ifland, known to mariners under 
the name of Oxrp Supa. Large fhips of war anchor at all places, either 
at the entrance of the gulf, or by the fide of the ifland which we have 
juft mentioned. Both of them go to the head of the gulf only when they 
are to remain along time at the anchorage. The boats belonging to the 


country fometimes caft anchor between the two Iflands of Supa. 
y 


Half a league from the fea, to the fouth of this gulf, are to be met with 
on an elevated ground the ruins of AmpuHimALe. All the walls of this 
town, though in a great meafure deftroyed, may be eafily traced; every 
where are feen in their enclofure, rubbifh and heaps of ftones formed by cul- 
tivators. Two vaft cifterns rife.above thefe ruins, and leave people to divine 
how they could be filled. They are diftinguifhable from the red cement 


with which they are faced internally, and above all from the mark which 
& the 
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the waters have there left. One part of the town was on a plain, the other 
followed the flope of the ground inclined towards the fea. We remarked 
in the eaft part, the remains of the gates of the town. We in vain looked 
for marbles, infcriptions, and bafs-reliefs; every thing has difappeared or 
ferved for the conftruétion of a Greek monaftery which has been erected on 


thefe ruins, and in which we were happy to pafs the night. 


From the time of our arrival in Creve till the approaches of the autumnal 
equinox, Rraumur’s thermometer, with fpirits of. wine, was conftantly 
during the day, at 25, 26, and feldom at 27 degrees, in a room with a-north- 
eaft afpect. We had at moft had 25 degrees at SANToRIN and at MizLo; 
22, and 23 at Naxra: True-it is that the feafon was fomewhat lefs ad- 


vanced when we.vifited thofe iflands. 


During the three fummer months, the exceffive heat of the fun is con- 
ftantly tempered every day, from eight or nine o’clock in the morning till 
the evening, by the rather rapid current of air which prevails from north 
to fouth in the Iflands of the ArcuipELAGo and ‘on the northern coaft of 
Crete. This refrefhing wind, called embat, takes its courfe and is modi- 
fied throughout the Levant, according to the direction of the coafts and 
the extent.of fea which lies before them. We fhall remark, by the way, 
that it is fouth-weft on the fouthern coaft of Cretr, of Cyprus, and of 
CARAMANIA; nearly north-weft at Sayrna and ALExanpR1A; weft at 
Tyre, Sipown, and on all the coaft of Syria. It comes to ATHENS, from 
the weft or from the Gulf of Lepanre; and this it is which the Greeks 
defignated under the name of Zephyr. During the night, the wind takes 
a.contrary direction; it comes from the land to the fea; it is more faint than 


during the day, and never extends beyond three or four leagues. 


The 
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The winds are variable in the other feafons, efpecially towards the equi- 
noxes: at the end of Fructidor, we experienced, with a foutherly wind which 
lafted two days, a heat of from 30 to 32 degrees. The horizon was then as 
if charged with fmoke, and thegrays of the fun were reddith and faint, as is 
remarked in Eeypr, when the fame wind is felt. Citizen Pryron, a 
fhip-captain, told us that being at anchor at Supa, on the 3oth of May, 
1793, the heat became fo confiderable from cight to eleven o’clock at night, 
during a gale.of wind from the fouth, that people could fearcely breathe, 
and every one felt a general faintnefs. The iron guns of his fhip had con- 
tracted fo violent a degree of heat, that a perfon could not lean his hand 
on them without being forced to withdraw it immediately. This fact was 
certified to us by Citizen Mure and the other Frenchmen fettled at CangEa, 
It is to be regretted that no one afcertained, by means of the thermometer, 


the true degree of heat which prevailed during this memorable evening. 


_ Though the cold is fharply felt m winter, on Ipa and onthe fummit of 
the Wie Afounrains, and though they are covered with fhow as early as 
the end of Brumaire, the temperature is, neverthelefs, very mild in the plains 
and towards the coafts. There it does not freeze: there the rains are fre. 
quent, but of fhort duration. The fun appears almoft immediately after 
the rain, and the fky is frequently clear and ferene. In fummer it never 
rains, either in Crete, or in the Iflands of the AEcray» Sra. The dew is 
then fufficient for the fupport of the vegetation of the plants which grow 
fpontaneoufly in thefe climates. Almoft all the others mufk be watered, if 


. G ii 
1t be wifhed to cultivate them with any fuccefs. 


It has been remarked at Canea, that when the wind is to the northward 
or to the eaftward, the waters of the fea are very low, and that they are, on 
the contrary, high, when the wind blows from the weftern quarter, or even 


when 
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when it is in that direction in the offing, although it may not yet have 
reached the ifland. The difference which we ourfelves obferved on the level 
of the waters during the ftay that we made in CRETE, 1s about two feet. 
In the fummer, the waters are, in the harbour, eight or ten inches below 
the top of a rock fituated oppofite to the windows of the conful’s houfe: 
they rife eight or ten inches above this rock when the wind fhifts to the 
weft. Citizen Mure even aflured us that in violent wefterly gales, the level 
of the waters rofe always feven or eight inches higher, fo as to cover other 
rocks fituated oppofite to the angle of the houfe which Citizen Macaton, 


a merchant, occupies towards the entrance of the harbour. 


This difference in the level of the waters has nothing to do with the flux 
and reflux which is obferved in fome parts of the Mrepirerranran. It 
proceeds only from the ftrength of the wind, which, in the former cafe, 
impels the waters from the coafts towards the open fea, and, in the latter, 
brings them from the open fea towards the coafts. At Canza, the fouth 
wind produces no very perceptible difference, while it raifes, in a very re- 
markable manner, the waters in all the iflands of the ARcniPELAGO, and 


on all the coafts of the A2GEAN SEA. 


On the 7th of Brumaire (28th of Gober) at five o’clock in the morning, 
we felt at Caza, an earthquake the hocks of which, though of no great 
violence, lafted fome feconds: it was calm at this moment; but fhortly 
after the wefterly wind blew with impetuofity for feveral days. The inhabi- 
tants told us that earthquakes are not uncommon among them; and if we 
contult hiftory, we {ce that this ifland has experienced very terrible ones at 
different periods. The moft remarkable is that which took place in 1490: 
it extended over the whole ifland, from eaft to weft, and occafioned very 


confiderable daynage. 
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CHAPTER Xi. 


Divifion of the ihand.—Of the agas.—Of their rights on the lands.—Of the 
police which they exercife.—Reflections on this Jubject.—Of the nations 
which have fucceeded each other ma Crete.—Of the Abadiots.—Of the 


Sphachiots—Hiforical fummary refpecting Lambro Canziani.. 


‘Pus Ifand of Crere is divided into three pachaliks or governments,- 
the chief places of which are Canp1a, Canea, and Rrrimo: In the 
firft of thefe towns is a pacha with three tails, fera/kier, or general in chief 
of all the forces of the ifland. In the other two, is a pacha with two 
tails, independent of that of Canp1a, as to the adminiftrative part and. 
the police, but fubjet to him in every thing that concerns the military de 
partment. All three, in their turn and in their provinces, are to fuperintend. 
the collection of the impoft, and the fafety of the places which are intrufted 
tothem. They are alfo bound to caufe juflice to be done by the cadis, and. 


to order their fentences to be executed, as we have faid elfewhere. 


The pachaliks are divided into a certain number of diftrifts, and each: 
diftrict comprifes, in its exient, a cera nue of villages, fome of which 
belong to the imperial mofques, fome to the fultana-mother; and the greater 
number, under the name of MazixiavE-AGassi, are granted for life to agas. 
or lords, in confideration of a fum of money, more or lefs great, paid into 
the imperial treafury before the firman of invefliture, and an annual quit- 
rent, which is carried’ into the coffers of the treafurer of Canpia, for the 


maintenance of the fortreffes and the pay of the troops of the country. 
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All land-owners, Greeks or Muffulmans, pay to the aga, to the mofque, 
or to the fultan, a feventh of the procuce of their lands. They are alfo 
obliged to carry their olives to the mills which the agas alone have a right 
to caufe to be conftruded. Oil pays a feventh; and, what becomes a very 
important object to the lord, the crufts*, or miry waters, which remain as 
an indemnification for the workmen whom he places at the mill for the ex- 
traction of the oil, and for the horfes that he furnifhes for the preffing of the 


olives. 


The police of the village belongs to the aga: for this purpofe he appoints 
a foubach?, a Muffulman like himfelf, a fubaltern tyrant, always more 
greedy, more untractable, than his mafter. Being an informer of every 
thing he fees, of every thing he hears, a troublefome inquifitor into the for- 
tune of all, incefflantly occupied in fetting the inhabitants at variance, in 
fomenting hatred among them, the foubachi is the moft mifchievous being 
that Turkifh policy has created for the misfortune of the Greeks. The 
aga makes ufe of him for punifhing the fmalleft faults, real or fuppofed, 
by arbitrary fines, by imprifonment, and not unfrequently even by the 
baftinado. 


The Greeks appoint among themfelves a capitan, or primate, charged 
to conciliate people’s minds, and to terminate in an amicable manner the 
differences which may arife among them. He is a juftice of peace, to 
whofe opinion the witeft always fubmit, in order to avoid the formidable 
claw of the cadi, to whofe. tribunal all litigious affairs are carried as a laft 


refort. The prunate alfo watches over the intereft of all. To him it ts 


* Crufts or Jecs. From thefe a rather confiderable quantity of oil is drawn, as well 
as from the waters which have been poured boiling on the lees after the extraction of the 
virgin oil. Thefe waters’ are received into large refervoirs: the oi] which detaches itfelf 
from the lees, or thick part, rifes by degrees to the furface of the water. 


nD 2 that 
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that the aga addreffes himfelf when he has orders to give, or requefts te 
make; when he requires labourers for the culture of his fields, or for works. 
of public utility. The Greeks alfo appoint a da/calos, or writer, who 
keeps a regifter of the names of the inhabitants, of the fums at which they 
are taxed for their karatch, and of thofe which they are to pay the aga after 


each harvett. 


No Greek can marry without the permiffion of the aga, a permiffion which 
he muft purchafe by a prefent, fuch asa fheep, a lamb, or a few fowls. If 
the fair one pleafe the aga, he fometimes keeps her for himfelf, without 
any one daring to oppofe it. The cudgel is always ready to ftrike the 
reluctant Greek; and woe be to the audacious man who fhould prefer a com- 
plaint to the pacha or to the Porre! He would pay with his fortune, 
and frequently with his head, for fuch A ftep. The aga, in this cafe, 
marries, in the kAapin manner, with the free confent, or what is under- 
ftood to be fuch, of this woman. Ottoman manners oppofe his living 
with her; and if fhe perfifted in refufing to receive his hand, however power- 
ful the aga might be, he would be obliged to defift from his pretenifions, 
Not unfrequently, after having kept this Greek woman two or three years, 
he turns her off for another, and marries her to fome Greek inhabitant of 
the village, who dares not refufe her. It is afferted, that it is uncommon 
for a Greek woman not to be flattered at fharing the bed of her lord, young 
er old, whatever may be the fhame which the men attach to it, and 
the fate that fhe muft experience fooner or later; fo true it is that here, 


as elfewhere, authority is feduétive, and vanity not to be refifted. 


Married men are not permitted to quit the ifland, unlefs they are mari- 
ners or merchants. There has been feen hanging to the maft cr his boat a 


karavokéri*, who had dared to infringe this law, and who had, by ftealth, 


* Mafter or captain of a bark, boat, or veffel.” 
= carried 
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carried unhappy beings to the Gulf of Eruesus. Bachelors are, never- 
thelefs, permitted to go and work in the Munea and ellewhere; but a tax 
of fixty parats or two pialtres a head is required of them before their depar- 


ture. : 


If a murder happen in the village, or on its territory, and the delinquent 
be not xnown, the aga muft pay to the pacha a fum of money, which he 
levies on all the inhabitants. He retains a part for himfelf: this is the 
cuftom in TuRKEY; never does money pafs through the hands of a man 
without his keeping a portion of it. Taxes here are always arbitrary, and 
more or lefs heavy, according to the population and the circumftances of the 
inhabitants. If it bea Muffulman who has been found dead, the fum de- 
manded is exorbitant, becaufe religion has been outraged in one of its 
members. Such an affaffination, befides, 1s almoft always followed by the 
death of feveral Greeks. The relations and frends of the deceafed think 
it their duty, and that their honour is interefted, to afiaffinate, in their turn, 
the firft inhabitants that happen to fall in their way; and though the law 
does not authorize them to do this, and ought even to punifh them, they 


are almoft always abfolved by popular opinion. 


If a Greek have committed a ferious offence, or if he be accufed of any, 
which amounts nearly to the fame thing, the pacha intervenes, and demands 
the delinquent, in order to have him tried and condemned. For this pur- 
pofe he muft apply to the aga, who gives him up immediately, or defends 
him till after the fentence of the cadi. The Greek often gets out of a 
{crape, by means of the arrangements which he enters into with his aga, 
ard of the facrifices which he makes towards him and the pacha. He who 
has nothing, pays with his head; he who poifeffes fomething, 1s inceflautly 
expofed to lofe it, as has been fhewn: this depends on the will of the pacha, 


and frequently too on that of the foubachi, 


I With 
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“With all the means which the law of the ftrongeft has put ‘into’ the 
Lands of the aga, it may well be fufpected-that he-never fails to abufe them, 
and to fqueeze as much as he can the unfortunate cultivators. For in- 
ftance, he purchafes, at a low price, their commodities (with the exception 
of wine), which he genera!ly does not pay for.till after he has fold them, and 


derived from them confiderable profit. 


‘All that Ihave juft faid is applicable-only to the Greek villages fubjec& 
to the agas. Thofe which beleng to mofques, or ‘to the fultana-mother, 
are fomewhat lefs opprefled than the others, becaufe the cultivators may 
have their complaints heard by the fultan or the infpectors of the mofques, 
who are interefted in protecting them againft the agents that they employ 
for the recovery of their rights. The Turkifh villages, like thofe of the 
Greeks, are fubje€t to the police of ‘the aga. Owners of eftates pay in the 
fame manner; but they are all exempt from gratuitous labour, and the 
aga would foon be difplaced and punithed, if all the inhabitants preferred 
at once their complaints to the pacha, or to the Porre, againft any injuf- 


tice of too revolting a nature. 


It is unneceffary to repeat here that the Greeks can neither occupy em- 
ployments emanating from the government, nor can be admitted into any 


corps of troops, unlefs they have embraced the religion of MAHOMET. 


“Thus it is that the ifland, which fo long profpered under the laws of 
Minos, isat this day governed; thus it is that the inhabitants of a country, 
avhere liberty in a manner took birth, are bent under the yoke of the moft 
‘fhameful flavery, notwithftanding the fea which furrounds them, and the 


snountains ‘by which they are defended. 


Subject 
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Subject to the laws which a virtuous king had prefented to'them in the 
name of the Divinity, who undoubtedly infpired him, the Cretans were wife: 
and happy; they were fo when, fatisfied with neceflaries, they folely fought. 
their fubfiftence in the bofom of the earth which they themfelves cultivated, 
and in the preduce of the flocks that they reared on the mountains with 


which the ifland is covered.. 


When they withed to procure themfelves fuperfluities ;.. when. they modi- 
fied or changed the laws of their legiflator;.when every city withed to form 
an independent ftate; when the rich, a-long time at variance with the poor, 
fucceeded in getting pofleflion of power, then the. citizens deftined to defend 
the country were diftinguifhed from thofe who were to feed it; then the 
fields were no longer cultivated but by the hand of flaves; private education 
and public inftitutions al] ftill tended, indeed, to render man robuft and 
fkilful, courageous, and intrepid; but morals were relaxed, the public mind 
was enervated, and the authority of the laws was frequently called in- quef- 
tion. [he Cretans, become reftlefs and turbulent, ambitious and covetous, 
waged unjaft wars, plundered their neighbours, and deftroved each other. 
Prefeniiy, the field of their robbery being no longer fufficiently extenfive, 
they infefted the feas with their veffels, difturbed the tranquillity of the 
nations of the ArRcHipELAGoO, and molefted their commerce: they were 
on the point of deftroying it, had not the Rhodians armed themfelves in 
defence of all, and fucceeded in burning, finking, or difperfing, for forme 


time, the fleets of thefe pirates. 


From that period.it was no longer the love of liberty that ftill upheld 
for a few moments the degenerated Cretans; it was the love of indepen- 
dence, it was a remnant of their ancient valour, it was the courage and 
virtue of their anceftors, that ftill guided them in battle. They for a long 
time refitted the Romans, already mafters of a part of the world; they 


even, 
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even beat them fometimes, but were obliged to-yield to the talents and 
fortune of Merenyus; they loft their fleets, and found themfelves forced 


to abandon their laws, and receive thofe of the conquerors. 


When, under the emperors of the East, chriftianity was introduced 
into this ifland, liberty for a confiderable time had no longer exifted: 
the courage of the inhabitants, enfeebled by a foreign yoke, became daily 
more enervated under a mild and comforting religion, which preached obe- 
dience, humility, and a contempt for the bleffings of this world. Ac- 
cordingly, the Saracens, led on by the love of conqueft- and the wifh of 
propagating their creed, had only to make their appearance in 823 in order 
to become mafters of the ifland, and to eftablifh themfelves there, in fpite 
of the efforts of Micuazt II. emperor of ConstantTinopie. Nice- 
PHORUS Puocas, as intrepid a warrior as an undkilful fovereign, drove the 
Saracens from CRETE in 961, and re-united that ifland to the empire of 
the East, of which it formed a part till the capture of ConsTANTINOPLE 
by the crufaders, in 1204. The Marquis pe Monrrerrar fold it in, 
1211, to the Venetians, who were already eftablifhed in fome iflands of 
the ARCHIPELAGO, and the latter preferved it till they were driven from it 
by the Turks. 


Among the people who at this day inhabit the Ifland of Crete, are to be 
remarked Abadiots, Muffulmans by religion, Arabs by origin, and remains 
of thofe Saracens of whom we have juft fpoken. Their countenance, dif- 
ferent from that of the Turks, and the Arabic language which they fpeak 
among themfelves, leave no doubt ‘on this fubject. Swarthy, meagre, and 
.of middling ftature, the Abadiots are mittruftful, ‘malicious, and vinditive: 
.they always go armed, like the Turks, and kill each other on the fmalleft 
provocation. They occupy twenty little villages to the fouth of Mount 
alpa, and form a population of about four thoufand perfons. They receive 


and 
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and give an afylum in their houfes to the Turks and the Greeks who nave 
committed any crimes; but they require them to remain quiet, and not to 
meddle in their affairs. If thefe malefactors become troublefome, if they 
give any caufe of diffatisfa€tion, the Abadicts themfelves kill them, in order 
to get rid of them; but, in no cafe, do they give them up io jultice, by 
which they are claimed and purfued. Reftrained by tc Turks and the 
Greeks, and watched by their agas, the Abadiots dare not indulge them- 
felves too openly in robbery. However, they fometimes make incurfions 
into the Greek monaftenes which lie within reach of their villages, and 


when they can, lay the friars under contribution. 


It was they who, in 1772, plundered an Englith veffel, after having 
murdered her crew. The captain, having kept the fea for a long time, 
wifhed to approach the fouth coaft of the ifland, in order to look for an an- 
chorage, and renew his ftock of water. The fight of a cultivated land 
attracted him into a cove in the vicinity of the Paximape Iflands, where 
he nghtly fuppofed that he would find water. No fooner was the veffel 
brought to an anchor, than almoft all the crew haftened to land, in order 
to look for the fpring or the rivulet which the appearance of the ground in- 
dicated. All on fudcen a troop of Abadiots fell on them, cut them to 
pieces, and repaired on board, by means of the fhip’s longboat, before the 


captain could fufpect what had happened on fhore. 


The inhabitants of the high mountains fituated to the fouth of Canra 
and Retimo, are confidered as the real defcendants of thofe famous Cretans 
fo long mafters of the country. Known at the prefent day under the name 
of Sphachiots, they are diftinguifhed from the other Greeks by their tail 
flature, by their handfome look, by their love of liberty, by their courage, 
their fkill, and, above all, by the hatred which they have vowed againit 
the ufurpers of their ifland, 


Ot, 41, BF, Mountains 
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Mountains have been at all times, and among all nations, the laft afylum 
of liberty, as they have always been the abode of ftrength and health. As 
rugged, untractable foil, which affords little fubfillence, which compels man. 
to a long and obftinate labour, which fubjeéts him to. fobriety, and con- 
demns him to all forts of privations, fcarcely tempts conquering nations,. 
when every rock, befides, is transformed into a fortrefs, when it is neceflary 
to fight at every flep vigorous, energetic men,. who defend with obftinacy- 
the foil which has given them birth, and the independence which it. procures. 


them. 


Under the Romans, under the Saracens, under the Venetians, and under 
the Turks,. the Sphachiots had found means to preferve. their laws and. their: 
cuftoms. They annually appointed their magiftrates in the general affem-- 
blies of the people. Obliged by the Turks to tranfport, in. fummer,. from 
the top. of their mountains, the ice neceflary for the confumption of the 
inhabitants of CaAnzA and Retimo*, they paid no tax, no impoft;. they 
had no agas; they never faw among them the agents of the Turkith govern-. 
ment;. they formed, in a word, a republic in fome meafure independent,. 
when, in 1769, fome Ruffian emiffaries came to diflurb the peace,. and im-. 


pair the happinefs which thefe privileged Greeks enjoyed on their mountains. 


Whether Catuerine had really conceived the projeét of expelling the. 
Turks from Europe, and of placing her grandfon on the throne of Con- 
STANTINE; whether fhe wifhed only to call the attention of her enemies to. 
a diftance trom the places whither fhe was going to carry her principal forces;. 
it is certain that, on the unexpected appearance of fome Ruffian line-of-. 
battle thips, in February 1770, in the environs of Corown.and of Nava- 


RIN, all the Greeks of the Morea, thofe of Maceponia and of Epirus, 


® The inhabitants of Canpra procure it from Mount Ips. 
and 
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and the greater part of thofe of the ARcHIPELAGO, rofe at the fame inftant, 
flew to arms, and manifefted a courage of which they were not thought 
capable. At this period twenty thoufand mufkets diftributed opportunely, 
and ten thoufand Ruffians commanded by experienced generals, would cer- 
tainly have produced, throughout European Turkey, a revolution which 
would for ever have delivered the Greeks of thofe countries from the Otto- 


man yoke. 


The Sphachiots, in thefe circumftances, were not the laft to take up arms. 
Some hundreds of the braveft among them went and joined the Mainots 
their friends, and proceeded together to offer their fervices to Count OrLorr. 
A greater number were preparing to fet out, when they received an account 
that the Ruffians, who had but three fhips of the line and two frigates, 
which were deftitute of military ftores and land-forces, had raifed the fiege 
of Coron, and deferted the Greeks, who had already made themfelves 
mafters of Navarin, Patras, Mistrra, and fome other towns lefs im- 


portant. 


The Albanian Muffuimans, againft whom no precaution had been taken, 
either by fea or by land, they who a few batteries on the Ifthmus of 
CorintTu, and a few veffels of fmall force in the Gulfs of Levante and 
AtTueNs, would have prevented from coming into the Morea, immediately 
{pread themfelves over that peninfula, beat every where the Grecks, dif- 
heartened by the unexpected retreat of the Ruffians, and made among them 
a horrible flaughter. The ravage which thefe Albanians committed on that 
unfortunate land, will never be repaired as long as the Turks fhall be matters 


of thofe countries, and the caprice of a few rulers fhall be able to difpofe of 


the fortunes and the lives of the inlsabitants, 


EE? The 
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The pacha of Canpta, informed of the condud of the Spbacluots, re- 
folved, in the fame year 1770, to march againft them with all the forces of 
the ifland. THe wifhed to exterminate them, and by thofe means afford « 
terrible example of feverity to all the Greeks who might be tempted to imi- 
tate them. The Turks, always ready to fight when they are perfuaded that 
there are chriftians to be killed, towns to be plundered, boys and girls to 
be violated, and flaves of all ages and of both fexes to be fold, were foo 
united under their colours. Soldiers and cultivators, traders and workmen,. 
all wifhed to take a part in this expedition. Fifteen thoufand men, armed 
at all points, arrived in a few days at the neareft mountains, on which they 
found not one inhabitant. The women and children of the Sphachiots, 
accompanied by the old men and the infirm, had gained the moft elevated 
{pots, and the moft inaeceffible places. Thofe whofe age allowed them 
to handle a mufket or a fword, to the number of upwards of two thoufand, 
pofted with intelligence at the fecond chain of their mountains, difputed 
with courage every rock, ftopped for a long time, at every gorge, the Turks 
by no means habituated to this manner of fighting; and when a paffage 
was forced, or a rock carried, the Sphachiots, lightly clothed, and lightly 
armed, accuftomed to climb mountains, difappeared in a moment; while 
the Turk, who knows not how to fight but on horfeback, who. is both 
heavily clothed, and heavily armed, could not follow his enemy acrofs the 


rocks and precipices, which it was neceffary to- clear in order to reach him. 


During the whole fummer, the Turks difplayed a great deal of perfe- 
yerance in fighting the Sphachiots; but being afterwards furprifed at a refift- 
ance which they did not expect, difappointed in their hopes, frightened at 
the approaches of the cold, and tired of a painful and difagreeable war, they 
loudly demanded to return home. The Sphachiots, on their fide, found 
themfelves reduced to the lafi extremity: almoft all their villages had been 

fet 
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fet on fire: a great number of their women and children had been cariied 
off; they had loft their flocks; their provifions were exhaufted; and the 
earth which they could not cultivate, no longer afforded them any thing; 
fo that they received with pleafure the firft propotals that were made to 
them: they confented to pay the annual tribute to which all the Greeks 
are fubje&; and, by thefe means, they were enabled to return to their ha- 


bitations, and continue their barter with the maritime towns. 


As the Turks, on this occafion, had not beer able to take with them 
horfes, and to caufe themfelves to be followed by beafts of burden, they 
had thought of loading three or four thoufand Greeks with their baggage; 
and.in the different battles which they: had to fight, they placed thefe Greeks 


in front of them, in order to make themfelves a rampart of their bodies. 


‘Fhis trait of barbarity and cowardice, which was related to us by a great 
number of Sphachiots, was what moft affected thefe brave mountaineers, 
and what moft contributed to reduce them to a deplorable condition. . Fre- 
quently they durft not fire on their enemies, for fear of hitting thofe whom 


they confidered as their brothers, {till more unfortunate than themfelves.. 


Although the Sphachiots pay their karatch with the greateft repugnance, 
and are weil difpofed to avail themfelves of the firft favourable moment for 
attempting to fhake off the yoke which hangs heavy on their necks, they 
took good care, during the laft war of the Ruffians againft the Turks, not 
to yield to the folicitations that were made to them to.take a part in the 
armaments which took place at Trreste, and which were commanded by 
Captain Lampro. They had, on this occaficn, formed a better judgment 
of events, than they had done on. the other; and, indeed, they have had 
only to congratulate themfelves on this condu@; they would infallibly have 
loft the few pnvileges which they have remaining. 


LAMBRO 
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Lampro CAnztant, born at Turpes of poor parents, gave himfelf 
up, from his infancy, to the profeflion of a feaman. Early in hfe he was 
acquainted -with all the coaft of Greece and of the PELoponneEsvs; he 
vifited almoft all the iflands of the ArcurpeLaco;-he had feveral times 
occafion to anchor in all the harbours and in all the bays of the Brack 
‘Sea; and though he was but a common failor, he diftinguifhed himfelf in 
fach a manner by his intelligence, his courage, his boldnefs, and, above all, 
by his hatred towards the Turks, that he was admitted, while yet young, 
as an Officer, into the fervice of Russta. In this quality, he took part 
in the fiege of Coron, in 17703; he was an the fame year at the engage~ 
ment of Tcuesme. He fignalized himfelf repeatedly on the BLack Sea 
during the conqueft of the Crimea by the Ruffians; at laft he was pro- 
moted, by the.emprefs of Russta, to the rank of colonel. 


The-war which.took place in 1787 made this man, who was no lefs brave 
than enterprifing, conceive the hope of acting a great part in his own coun- 
try. He knew that the Greeks are always roufed at the word Liberty: he 
knew them to be capable of the greateft efforts for obtaining it: he flattered 
himfelf with releafing them from the Ottoman yoke, if the court of Russta 


would accede to‘his views. 


But it appears that CarHERINE was not difpofed to fecond projects which 
‘fhe, perhaps, thought extravagant, and perhaps, too, fhe was diffuaded from 
it by the Ruffian nobility, who, it is faid, confider the conqueft of Euro- 
pean Turxty, and the emancipation of the Greeks, as contrary to their in- 
terefts. Be this as it may, Lamsro, being neither able to obtain from the 
.emprefs money nor fhips, did not the lefs decide on fitting out at TRIESTE, 
at the expenfe of his friends, twelve fmall veffels, of which he took the 
asommand, and on board of which he obtained permiffion to hoift the Ruffian 
flag. 


JHowever 
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Efowever feeble this armament was, it greatly perplexed the Turks; it 
electrified the Greeks of the Morea and of Epirus: thofe of the Arcit- 
PELAGO contented themfelves with fending privately a few failors; thofe of 
CoNnSTANTINOPLE, SMYRNA, and SaLonica, appeared to take no part in 


it; but all fecretly furnifhed monep.. 


Already was this fleet reinforced by important captures ;- already did Lam: 
Bro confider himfelf as the approaching deliverer of Greecr, when, all: 
of a fudden, the object of the war was changed,.and it: was terminated by 
an unexpected peace. In 1790 and 1791, it was much more important,. to: 
ftop the progrefs of the French revolution, than to render the Greeks inde- 
pendent. The two courts of Ausrria and Russia were,.in.fome meafure,- 
obliged to adjourn the war againft the Turks at the moment when the. coa- 
lefced powers would have parceiled out France, divided her forces, annihi-- 


lated her fleets,. and burnt. or deftroyed her- arfenals.. 


Peace being concluded,. LamsBro received orders to lay afide the Ruffian 
flag, and even to lay up his fquadron, He obeyed for a moment; but pre- 
fently he began again to cruife under the fame flag, and once more infefted 
the ARCHIPELAGO and the coaft of the Morea. The. Porte complained: 
to the Ruffian ambaffador, who difowned Lamsro; fo that there remained 
for the Turks no other courfe to take than to arm quickly, in order to ftop 


the progrefs of a man whom they knew to be powerfully fupported. 


Lambro, who had then feveral frigates or corvettes, and a great number’ 
of other final] veffels well equipped, and manned by determined men, re- 
Gifted by his courage, or efcaped by his fkill, from the fhips which the Porte 
fent againft him. But he was afterwards attacked by forces fo confiderable, 
commanded by the Algerines and the Turks united, that he was entirely de- 
ftroyed, and ran the greateft rifk of lofing his life. On this occafion, he 


I performed 
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performed prodigies of valour; and though he had to fight feveral thips of 
the line, he difputed the victory the whole day: he had feen almoft the 
-whole of his flotilla taken, fun, or burnt, while he was ftill fighting. His 
dhip was full of fhot-holes, an! threatened every moment to carry him to 
the bottom. Night fortunately came and put an end to this too unequal 
confli€t, and alfo furnifhed him with the means of making his eicape in 


boats with part of the herces by whom he had been fo noviy fupported. 


This reverfe-did not-damp the courage of Lampro: his genius and 
activity furnifhed him with frefh refources. It was not long before he had 
a {quadron almoft as ftrong as the former, with which he again made his 
appearance in the ARCHIPELAGO. It is certain that this extraordinary man 
would ‘long have perplexed the Porte, had he not had the inadvertence 
to difoblige almoft all the Greeks, by making an improper ufe of the credit 
and forces which he held from their generofity; by imperioufly requiring what 
was at firfl, on their part, only a voluntary’ offering; by tolerating the ex- 
ceffes in which the crews of his veffels indulged themfelves; and if, in fhort, 
in order to procure money, he had not, like a real pirate, taken the liberty 
of attacking and capturing indifcriminately merchant-veffels, which his in- 
tereft even prefcribed to him to refpe&t. A kerlanguifch and a galley under 
his orders ventured, in May or June 1792, to attack and burn two French 
fhips lying at anchor a league from Napoit pt Romanza, although there 


was in the feas of the Levant a divifion of French frigates deflined to 


protect our commerce. 


In the mean time the Porte, informed of the new armament of LAmBro, 
and of the part which the Mainots were taking in it, had reinforced the 
-fquadron of the captain-pacha; and, at the fame time, caufed its troops of 
the Morea to march, in order to attack the Mainots on the fide of 

Misitra, 
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ak 


Musrtra, while the fquadron fhould ac in the Gulfs of Coron and Co- 


LOKYTHIA, which was known to be LamBro’s refuge. 


At the time when M. pe Cuorseut was informing M. pe St. VALLIER, 
commander of the divifion, of what was going on, M. DE VENEL, captain 
of the Mopesre, had arrived at Coron, in order to revenge the outrage 
committed on the French flag. Having learnt that Lamepro was at anchor 
in Porto Quacxio, he immediately made fail for the purpofe of forcing 
ain his retreat this man, who was now no more than a dangerous pirate that 
it was neceflary to haften to deftroy. 


On the 17th of June, M. pe Venex prefented himfelf off the harbour: 
he found it well fortified, and in a good ftate of defence. In a {mall cove, 
fituated by the fide of the harbour, was a cutter moored witha fpring on her 
cable, and protected by two batteries erected on fhore: it was by this part 
that M. pz VENEx refolved to commence his attack. While he was pre- 
paring for battle, he faw arrive the {quadron under the orders of Hussein, 
who was come alfo with the intention of attacking Lamgno’s flotilla. 


In the courfe of the day the French frigate had two engagements, during 
which fhe greatly damaged the batteries, and in particular handled the cutter 
very roughly. Towards the evening, fhe had a third action in concert with 
a Turkifh frigate, and for the night, with a view of preventing any veflel 
from making her efcape either from the cove or the harbour, the captain- 
pacha fent another frigate and three kerlanguifchs, the command of which 
he gave to M. pt Venez. On the 18th, the batteries of the cove ceafed 
their fire, and the cutter was carried. On the fame day, the French frigate, 
accompanied by two Turkith frigates and three kerlanguifchs, went to attack 
Porto Quaciio. Lamrro’s flotilla confifted of eleven veffels of different 
fizes. The engagement lafted all the reft of the day. It was remarked, thas 

VOL. 1k | vr ; . the 


318 TRAVELS IN THE 
the whole of the enemy’s fire was.direted againft the Mopesre. Lampro 


was perfuaded, no doubt, that if: he could cripple her, it would have been 
eafy for him to efcape from the forces of the pacha. 


. At night-fall a council of war was held on board the flag-fhip; and it was 
refolved, agreeably to the opinion of M. Peyrow, lieutenant of the Mopzsrz, 
that the French frigate fhould cruife, as fhe had done on the preceding 
nights, with the two Turkifh frigates and the three kerlanguifchs, and that 
at day-light fhe fhould force the entrance of the harbour, accompanied by 
the whole fquadron. 


, According to this plan, the attack was renewed on the roth at day-break. 
The filence of the batteries and of the veffels at firft excited furprife; but it 
was foon difcovered that all of them had been abandoned during the night. 
LamBro, and all the Greeks under his command, had made their efcape 
among the Mainots, or, under favour of the night, had got off in their boats. 
The captain-pacha, delighted that he had been fo fuccefsful in his firft eflay, 
fwore eternal friendthip to the French, promifed diftinguifhed prote@tion te 
her feamen, thanked M. pre Venet, diftributed fome money and fome re- 
frefhments to the crew of the Mopssrz, took poffeffion of the deferted 
flotilla, and haftened to return to ConSTANTINOPLE, to receive the con- 


gratulations of the great and the benedictions of the people. 


CHAPTER 
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Extent and population of the Ifland of Crete.—Details re/pecting the produc- 
tions of each province.—Plants of which the inhabitants make ufe.— 
Natural hifiory. 


"Tue Ifland of Crete is about fixty leagues or thirty myriameters in lengthy 
from its moft weftern coaft to Cape Samonrum, fituated in the moft eaftern 
part. Its greateft breadth, in paffing by Mount Ipa, is about thirteen 
leagues. It is but three from the head of the Gulf of Miraper to HiEra 
Perra, and fix or feven from RetrMo to the mouth of the rivulet called 
Mecato Poramo: but when a perfon travels on horfeback, the turnings 
which he is obliged to make, on account of the mountains, render the road 


every where as long again, independently of its. being extremely rugged. 


The north coaft is much more finuous than the fouth: it has a greater 
number of harbours and roadfteads: here are to be found excellent anchore 
ages, while the fouth coaft affords but a few places where a fhip can caft 
anchor in fafety. 


The rivers are, in a manner, nothing more than torrents fwelled in winter 
by the rains, and in the {pring by the melting of the fnow: few among them 
preferve all the year a part of their waters; but there are a tolerably great 
number of fprings, of which the inhabitants make ufe for the watering of 
“the lands. True it is that the greater part of thefe fprings iffue fo clofe to 


the fea-fhore, that it is almoft impoffible to employ them for that purpofe. 


FF 2 According 
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According to the regifters of the collector of the karatch, the population 


of the Greeks muft be eftimated at one hundred and twenty thoufand: there 
are reckoned about twenty thoufand men paying that tax. If we next con+ 
fider the great number of janizaries regiftered in the towns, and if we pay 
attention that fome villages are almoft entirely peopled by Turks, or partly: 
by Turks and partly by Greeks, we fhall be inclined to believe that there: 
are in the ifland nearly as many of the one as of the other,. and that the totak: 
amount of the population is two hundred. and forty thoufand inhabitants.. 


If we may credit the merchants who have grown gray in their counting- 
houfes, and who have directed an obferving eye to their commerce, the num- 
ber of the Greeks is infenfibly diminifhing from the effect of fervitude, from: 
emigrations, from the difcouragement to which a cultivator is fubject, andi 
from the continual exactions which they experience. Wretchednefs occafions 
the death of fome from inanition in particular; it Kills a great many children 3; 
it oppofes the unton of the two fexes.. We may prefume, that if the. 
Porte do.not change its. fyftem in regard to the non-Muffulmans, if it do 
not quickly decide on protecting them againft its agents, the population: of. 
the Greeks will difappear from the places occupied by the Turks, or the: 
latter will, be driven from the European continent on the. firft opportunity: 
that fhall prefent itfelf.. 


We have faid that the ifland was divided into three governments, fubdi-. 
vided into diftricts or provinces: we fhall take a look at the productions of 


each of them in particular.. 


In the moft weftern part, lie Kissamos to the north, and SELino to the 
fouth, which divide into two portions the ground comprifed between that. 
fpace. Kissamos, whofe name has been preferved till our time without 
alteration, was formerly the harbour of Arrzera: at. this day it is a fmall 

. i town, 
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town, whicly would be of fome importance, had not the pachas prohibited 
the exportation of the commodities of the ifland, except from the chief place 


of their government. 


This province is one of the beft cultivated and the moft productive of 
the ifland: it furnifhes a tolerably large quantity of oil and winc;. it pro- 
duces honey, wax, and filk: here very little barley and wheat are gathered. 
The greater part of its mountains are wooded: here are found fcattered a 
great many common and holm oaks, the acorns of which allow the Greeks 
to breed a. fufficiently large number of hogs. Here are alfo feen a great 
many carob-trees, whofe fruits are carried to CANEA. Above the village of 
Nowmato, fituated on the firft link of the chain of the Wuite Mountains, 
is a fomewhat confiderable foreft of oaks, whence is drawn the greater part 


of the wood and charcoal that is confumed at Canza. 


In this province,. the vine deferves fome attention: it is cut fo near the 
root, that there remains no apparent fhoot; which does not prevent it from. 
tending forth feveral vigorous branches, and from yielding a tolerably great 
quantity of grapes. Thofe who are the beft cultivators, give but one hoeing 
to their vines, and never put to them any manure. They prefer employing it 
on lands intended for the reception of grain, or of fome kitchen-garden: 


plants, 


When they wifh to plant a vine, the inhabitants of Kissamos content 
themfelves with fticking in the ground, to the depth of two feet, a pointed 
iron, and with fetting their plant in the hole, at the fame time pricking the 
earth all round by means of the fame iron. This method is undoubtedly 
defective; but it faves the expenfes of plantations; and in a country where 
it is dangerous for a man to be richer than his neighbour, induftry is always 
paralyzed, Befides, why fhould the Greek endeavour,. in the country-places,. 


to 
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to double the produce of his field? He is fatisfied if he have bread for his 


family: two or three cafks of wine are fufficient for him; if he had five or 
fix, it would be remarked: the foubachi would not want pretexts for in- 


forming againft him, and the aga means for {tripping him. 


The wine of Kissamos ts a claret, {pirituous, and of a tolerably good 
quality: as it is not an article of commerce, becaufe the carriage to CaNEA 
would be too expenfive, the Greeks and Muffulmans make of it a rather 
great confumption. The former convert a part of it into brandy for their 


winter ftock, becaufe it keeps better, and takes up lefs room than wine. 


The grapes are gathered in the beginning of Fruétidor: at this period 
they have acquired their full maturity. They are carried to the prefs con- 
ftrudted in mafonry in the middle of the vineyard: there, they are heaped 
up, and left eight or ten days expofed to the fun. They are then trodden; 
and the unfermented wine is carried home, where it is poured into cafks. A 
fourth or a fifth part of water is gencrally added, and moft of the inhabi- 
tants are in the habit of putting into the wine which they intend for the 
Turks, falt, plafter, and even lime, in order to give it a tartnefs, which the 


latter are fond of, and hold in requeft. 


On the Gulf of Kissamos is a quarry of beautiful gypfum, which the 
Cretans work ill. The mafons of the country are acquainted with no other 
manner of converting it into plafter, than by putting it pounded, to the 


thicknefs of five or fix inches, into the baker’s oven. 


The fort of Grasusa, fituated ona fteep iflet, at the moft weftern and 
northern part of Crere, is comprifed in the diftrict of Kissamos. The 
Turks not being able to make themfelves mafters of this fort at the beginning 
of the laft century, refolved to corrupt the commander, and the latter was 


immoral} 
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immoral enough to hold out his hand to the gold that was offered to him, 
and cowardly enough to deliver up a place intrufted to him by the republic 
of Venice. The junction of three fmall iflands and an advanced cape 
forms a natural harbour, in which the largeft fhips anchor in fafety. The 
population of the Turks of Krssamos is eftimated at upwards of a third of 


the inhabitants. 


The province which lies to the fouth of that of K1ssamos, has taken its 
name of SELINO, a {mall town built on the fouth coaft of the ifland, in the 
fituation formerly occupied by Lissa, or Lissus, a place of little importance, 
of which Proremy makes mention. It is very fertile, although it is almof 
entirely mountainous. It furnifhes a little filk, honey, wax, and a tolerably 
large quantity of fruits, fuch as cherries, apricots, peaches, pears, and oranges, 
This is the only province where the chefnut-tree is cultivated: that tree is 
there abundant, and thrives exceedingly well on the {chiftofe hills and moun- 
tains of this country. The chefnuts are carried to Canza, Rerimo, and 
Canpia. In thofe towns they are eaten from the middle of Vendémiaire 
to the end of the fpring. Every year a rather large quantity is exported to 


SYRIA. 


Oil is, however, the principal commodity of SrL1No: it is reckoned better 
in this province, than in all the reft of the ifland. The merchants of 
CaneEa generally eftablifh their fpeculations on the quantity and the quality 
of the oils of SELINO. 


Wine, wheat, and barley, are in no great plenty. The population of the 
Turks is eftimated at a fourth or a fifth of the inhabitants. 


After thefe two provinces come Crpomra to the north, and Spuacuia 
to the fouth; the latter extends to the eaft much more than the former 3 ‘it 


JS 
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is confidered as making part of the pachalik of Canpra. We hall return 


to it prefently, when we have faid a word of the provinces fituated to the 


north, comprifed in the pachalik of Cawza and in that of Retimo. 


Ciponta, or Kiponta, which has retained its name of the ancient city 
of the Cretans, produces ol, grain, cotton, flax, filk, honey, wax, fome 
fruits, and a tolerably large quantity of cheefe: its territory is, in general, 
extremely fertile. The neareft mountains which he to the fouth, being 
more temperate and more cool than the territory of Canga, yield a great 
many fruits: little wine, a great deal of oil, and a middling quantity of 
wheat and barley, are here produced. 


The firft chain of the high mountains of Spuacura, which comes next, 
comprifed in the province of Krponia, is covered with fnow for four or 
five months. It is, in general, {tony and deftitute of earth: there are but a 
few narrow vallies which are fufceptible of culture. Here barley is’ fown in 
“May, which is gathered in September. The harveft of this grain taking 
place, in the environs of the fea, at the beginning cf May, it pretty fre- 
quently happens that the cultivator fows on thefe mountains the barley re- 
cently gathered in the plain. He may, in the fame manner, if he pleafe, 
come in Oatcber, and fow it again in the environs of the coaft. But as it 
has been found that new feed is not fo good as that which has lain fome time, 


it is only for want of other feed that recourfe is had to the former. 


It is aife on thefe mountains that the flocks are brought, as foon as the 
fnow is melted; and though the ground ‘appears almoft naked, cattle here 
find a food, if not abundant, at leaft very relifhing, and very fit for giving 
to their milk and their flefh a quality which cannot be attained by thofe 
that are bred in the moft fertile places. 


The 
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In the environs of Canza, the population of the Turks is as numerous 


‘as that of the Greeks. 


Three leagues from this town begins the province of Apocorona, which 
extends to the eaft as far as ARMtro, and to the fouth as far as the moun- 
tains of Spuacuia. It prefents no particular culture: it is mountainous, 
and furnifhes in abundance oil, a fmall quantity of barley and wheat, and 


very little wine: it is more peopled by Greeks than by Turks. 


The province of Retimo, which comes next, is one of the beft culti- 
vated and moft productive of the ifland: it furnifhes a great deal of oil, a 
little barley and wheat, and a tolerably large quantity of wine. The rifing 
erounds and hills which fkirt the fhore of ArMrrRo, are almoft all covered 
with vines. On the neareft mountains which le to the fouth, is to be re- 
marked a foreft of common and holm oaks, maples, and carob-trees, into 


which the inhabitants of Retimo come to cut the wood that they ftand in 


need of. 


To the fouth of Rerimo are the two provinces of ATon-Vassavi and. 
Amari, the only ones that are comprifed in this pachalik: they furnifh wheat, 
barley, oil, and fome fruits. The former, fituated to the north-welt of the 
other, furnifhes, befides, excellent cheefe, which is confounded, in trade, 
with that of Spuacura. The Greeks are more numerous than the Turks 


in the provinces of Aion-VassaLi and AMARI. 


The Sphachiots, as we have faid, inhabit the high mountains which extend 
from eaft to weft, from the province of SeLino as far as that of AMARI: 
they are confidered as being comprifed in the pachalik of Canpta, though 
the interior police and adminiftration belong to themfelves. Independently 
of a great number of villages which are on thefe mountains, fome are re- 


Torso) rome: marked 
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marked towards the fouth coaft, and among others SpHacura, their chiet 
place, where is a {mall harbour that contains feven or eight large boats, of 
iy ? ro) Fos) 2 
which the Sphachiots make ule for their trade, and fometimes too for the 


piracies which they practife in imitation of their anceftors.- 


The Maltefe, in their excurfions, formerly frequented the harbour of 
SpHacura. ‘They were well received there by the inhabitants, who were: 
eager to furnifh them with provifions and all the affiftance’ which they 


wanted, 


SpiuacHra produces fcarcely any oil; but, to make the inhabitants 
amends, here are gathered a little wheat and a pretty confiderable quantity 
of barley: it alfo furnifhes honey and wax. Its principal production confifts 
in little cheefes made with ewe’s milk, which are exported to Constan- 


TINOPLE. 


During the winter, the Sphachiots are in the habit of fending their flocks 
towards the fea-fide, becanfe in that mild and rainy feafon grafs is there in 
plenty; but, on the firft warm weather in fummer, they drive them back to 
browfe at home on the rich paftures which the milder temperature and the 


gradual melting of the fnow always maintain in a flate of verdure. 


The wine which thefe Greeks make on the firft link of the chain of their 
mountains, would be fufficient for the wants of the whole year with a little 
economy; but they generally drink with fo much intemperance during the 
three or four months which fucceed that of the vintage, that they are obliged 
‘to drink pure water the remainder of the year. Few among them are 
prudent enough, it is faid, to ufe with fobriety a liquor as wholefome, when 


it is taken in moderation, as it is prejudicial when the dofe is too powerful. 


wes 


The 
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The firft province that is met with in the north part of the ifland, after 
quitting the territory of ReTimo, is called Nrzo-Poramo : it extends to the 
fouth-caft even beyond Mount Ipa, and comprifes the diftrits of Arzo- 
Poramno, Laupts, Arcapr, and Riso-Castro. It yields wheat, barley, filk, 
flax, cotton, and fome fruits: here is produced a rather large quantity of oil, 
though the greater part of the olive-trees neither recetve manure nor hoeing, 


and are in fome meafure abandoned. 


This province was formerly comprehended in the pachalik of Rerrmo; 
but, about fifty years ago, a pacha of Cawpia, confidering it as an excels 
lent mine to be worked, warmly folicited the Porte, and obtained, that it 
fhould be annexed to his pachalik. This meafure greatly contributed to di- 
minifh the number of the inhabitants, as well as the produce of the lands; 
for, independently of the exactions which were made on thofe who were in 
eafy circumftances, the obligation to which the pacha fubjeéts all the culti- 
vators to carry their oils to Canpbia, where lefs is paid for them than at 
Rerimo, and the confiderable increafe of the expenfes refulting from a 
ereater diftance and worfe roads, acrofs mountains which it is neceflary to 
pals—every thing has thrown the inhabitants into a fort of difcouragement 
of which the PorTz is ignorant, and to which the pacha has no intention 
of putting a ftop. Satisfied with increafing the produce of the cuftoms, 
the latter gives himfelf little concern whether the inhabitants have to lament 


the meafures which the Porte has taken in regard to them. 


In the territory of Canpta are gathered very little cotton, a great deal of 
wheat and barley, and a confiderable quantity of raifins. Several cargoes of 
thefe laft are fhipped for Syria and Ecyper. The Muffulmans of thofe 
countries make them the principal ingredient in their fherbets: the Chriftians 
are in the habit of putting them into a certain quantity of water, and of 
keaving them to ferment for ten, twelve, or fifteen days, according to the 


GG2 temperature 
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temperature of the air. They afterwards diftil them, and obtain from them 
a very agreeable brandy. The preparation of thefe raifins confifts in gathering: 
them, when they are very ripe; and fpreading them on the ground, expofing 
them for feveral days to a burning fun. They are afterwards ftoned, and: 


then packed up for carriage. 


There are fcarcely any olive-trees in the territory of Canp1a, although. 
the foil is very fit for the culture of that tree. The Turks there are as nu- 


merous as the Greeks. 


The Ifland of Dia, or of Stanpia, is fituated three leagues to the 
north-eaft by eaft of Canpra. It is about four miles long by two broad: 
its circumference is irregular: in its fouth part, are three natural harbours, 
where fhips of burden, bound to Canpra, caft anchor and unload a part 
of their cargo, becaufe the harbour of that town is not deep enough to re- 
ceive them when they are fully laden. On their departure, they in like 
manner go and wait at Dra till boats bring them wherewith to complete 


their lading. 


A fhip of the line which might be driven by a too violent northerly wind 
towards Crete, and which could not gain the Gulf of Supa, or Spina- 
Loneca, would find an afylum at Dia. The middle harbour, called Porro 
pELLA Mapona, is the beft of the three: a veffel may caft anchor there in 


from fix or eight fathoms water up to a confiderable depth. 


On doubling tke eaft point, you meet with a fourth harbour, by no means 
fafe, rather fhallow, and open to the eaft wind, but theltered from the fouth, 
weft, and north-weft. A merchant-veffel, caught in a gale of wind, might 
in like manner here take refuge. 


: This 


OTTOAAR IMP RAC @65 

This ifland is lofty, rugged, and entirely calcareous: it neither is inhabited 
nor cultivated. The rock is every where naked, except towards the fummit, 
where is perceived a foil which would be ft for the culture of the vine and 
the olive-tree. It appears that there were anciently in this fpot fome habita- 
tions, to judge from the heaps of {tones and bricks to be found here. In 
various places are met with a whitifh marble, which has never been worked, 
and fome veins, of feveral feet in thicknefs, of flreaked alabafter, which is 


thought to be of the greateft beauty.. 


On this ifland are a confiderable quantity of rabbits: there are alfo fome 
wild goats, which it is dificult to fee and to fhoot at, becaufe they keep in 
places inacceffible to man. We here faw, befides, feveral cats of different 


golours, which we prefumed to have belonged to vefiels caft away. 


The province of -Afessara, which lies to the fouth of that of Canpra, 
is the moft fertile and the moft agreeable of the ifland: it has, among others, 
a very beautiful plain fix leagues in extent, in which are gathered in abun- 
dance wheat, barley, fax, cotton, and a variety of fruits. It is croffed by 
a fmall river at this day called J£atoenirur, and formerly known by the 
name of Lerur. It paffes by the fide of the ruins of Gorryna, and empties 


itfelf into the fea facing the Paximan1 Iflands. 


When the Romans had conquered the iflands, and humbled the pride of 
Cnossus, Gortyna became the moft confiderable and the moft beautiful 
city of Crete. It had two harbours to the fouth, one of which named 
Merattum, fituated oppofite to two iflets, is to be found again in the 
word MeraLa, which this place {till bears. The other, called Lezzna,, 


was five or fix leagues more to the eaftward. 


Three 
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Three leagues to the north of thefe ruins, is feen the famous labyrinth, 
which might be taken for an old quarry of foft, calcareous fione, or for a 
place of habitation, capable of containing a whole colony, had nof ancient 
authors faid that it was conftructed by Dzpatus, on the model of the la- 
byrinth of Ecypr, and that it ferved as a place of confinement for the Mi- 


notaur. 


The wheat of Messara is one of the beft of Turxey: it yields a great 
deal of flour, and makes an excellent bread. Cultivators convey it on the 
back of their affes to Canp1a, to Rerimo, and even to Canza; and, 
however plentiful the harveft may be, they never keep any for themfelves. 
As well as the other cultivators of the ifland, they live all the year on a very 
' coarfe barley-bread. The pure wheat is referved for the agas and for the rich 


inhabitants of the towns. 


This province is juftly reckoned the granary of Crete. All the lands are 
in culture, and they commonly produce fifteen or twenty for one; while 
elfewhere the cultivator is well fatisfied if he obtain fix or eight times the 
feed which he has intrufted to the beft grounds: true it is that their ‘culture 
is much neglected, and that they feldom receive manure. The Turks here 


are more numerous than the Greeks. 


The province of Mrrapet, which lies to the eaft of that of Canpia, 
is populous, fertile, and abundant in oil, grain, and fruit. Formerly the 
inhabitants faw feveral French veffels come to the road of Miraseu and 
the harbour of Spina-Lonea, in order to Joad with oil, which kept up its 
‘price, and diffufed among them a degree of comfort which they no longer 
-enjoy, fince they have been forced to carry it, at a great expenfe, toCanpia, 


and to fell it at a low price to the Turkith proprietors of the foap-houfes 
eftablifhed in that town, 


a Cultivators, 
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Cultivators, difcouraged by this inconfiderate order, neglect from day to 
day their olive-trees, and make, befides, a greater confumption of oil and 
olives than they did before. They falt a large quantity of this fruit, which 
they make the principal article of their fubfitence. They alfo eat a great 
many wild herbs as a falad, or fried with oil; and thus it 1s that the pacha 
of Canpia, who hoped to increafe the produce of the cuftoms, by prevent- 
ing the fraud which might have been committed far from his fight, has, cn 
the contrary, feen that produce imperceptibly diminifh, becaufe they no 
longer export from this province one half of the oils which were thence ex- 


ported formerly. 


The road of Mrrapet faces the eaft, and affords to veffels, which may 
put in there, a tolerably fafe anchorage. It is fheltered and defended by two 
{mall iflands fituated in front. The town has greatly diminifhed fince com- 
merce has taken another direction. Here are, neverthelefs, full reckoned 


fifteen hundred inhabitants, the greater part Greeks and cultivators. 


SpinA-Lonca, which fies a few leagues more to the north, is one of the 
beft harbours of the rfland. It is formed by a peninfula which fecures it from 
the eafterly winds. Its entrance faces the north north-eaft; but it is thel- 
tered and protected by an iflet on which the Venetians had built a fortrefs 
fimilar to that of Supa. Fora long time the Turks made fruitlefs attempts 
to render themfelves mafters of this fortrefs: it was not till the beginning of 


the laft century that the Venetians permitted them to take pofleffion of it. 


The province of 2irra-Perra, or Gera Perra, is to the fouth of that 
of Mrrazeu: like the latter, it produces oil, grain, various fruits, honey,. 
wax, flax, &c.3 but it {uffers equally from the prohibition which the pacha 
has iffued of felling commodities any where but at Canpra. French velfels 


Came 
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came formerly to load with oil in the road of H1era-Perra: in order to 
fell that commodity, the inhabitants are at this day obliged to make by land 


a trip which requires three or four days’ journey. 


The town, known in ancient times under the names of Crraa, Camynus, 
and Hirra Pyrwa, is at the prefent hour no more than a village, whofe po- 
pulation is daily diminifhing. Its roadftead is too much expofed to the 
foutherly winds, and particularly to the “rocco, to be frequented. The Eu- 
ropean vetlels which came thither formerly, haftened to take in their carga 


and to get away. 


Lhe province of Szrrza occupies all the eaftern part of the ifland: it is 
the moft extenfive, but the leaft peopled, and the leaft productive, though 
it is, in a great meafure, fufceptible of culture, and though moft of its lands 
are of the greateft fertility. But the remotenefs from the capital, the 
want of harbours, the inconfiderate injuftice of the agas—every thing core 
curs to render the inhabitants of this part of the ifland more indolent than 
the others. Contented with gathering corn and fruit for their fubfiftence, oil 
for paying their taxes, and procuring themfelves a few clothes, and the uten- 
fils neceflary for their family, they endeavour not to fnatch from the earth 
a furplus of productions, with which they would be embarraffed, or of which 


their agas would not fail to take pofleffion. 


‘The town is fituated on a flat fhore, which a cape not much advanced, 
and three iflets placed at upwards of a league’s diftance, protect but feebly 
from the north and north-eaft winds. “Tt was tolerably well fortified, and 
{ufficiently peopled, when the Venetians were mafters of the ifland: they had 
there conftructed a mole, in order to fhelter the veflels which came thither 
to load with the productions of the province, or which brought thofe claimed 


by 
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by the wants of the inhabitants. At Serrra are at this day feen none but 
{mall boats: the population has diminifhed confiderably, and the fortifica- 


tions are not kept in the leaft order. 


Mount Dict occupies in this province an extent fomewhat confiderable, 
in a direGtion from eaft to weft. Although it is one of the moft elevated 
points of the ifland next to Mount Ipa and the Wurre Mounrarns, its 
top is not covered with fnow: it is only more cool and more moift than the 
mountains in the environs of the fea, and would be very well calculated for 


the feeding of a great number of flocks. 


The carob-tree, a tree of moderate fize which grows without culture all 
over the ifland, and particularly delights in ftony grounds and in the clefts of 
rocks, is here more abundant than any where elfe: it has an agreeable port, 
a foliage always green, flowers very fmall, without corollas; brown fruits, 
flattened in the form of pods, and a wood very hard, veined, of a beautiful 
deep red, very fit for cabinet and inlaid work; but what depreciates this 
wood, is that it is very fubje@ to rot when the tree grows old: its blea, be- 


fides, is too confiderable, too tender, and of a whitifh colour. 


The fruits of the carob-tree are conveyed to ConSTANTINOPLE, into 
Syria, and into Ecyrr: they ferve for food to the poor and to children; 
the latter are very fond of chewing the fweet and lufcious pulp which they 
contain. Mixed with liquorice-root, raifins, and other different fruits, it 


ferves for compofing the fherbets of which the Muffulmans make a daily ufe. 


Among the great number of wild or cultivated plants on which the inha- 


bitants of Crete fubfift, we fhall remark: 


The leaves of kidney-beans, boiled and fried with olive-oil. 
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The leaves of chich-peas, boiled and raw, as a falac. 

The leaves and the flowers of pumpkins, boiled. 

The leaves of vines, boiled and pickled with vinegar. 

The leaves of horferadifh, boiled. 

The leaves and the tops of muftard and of a great number of cruciform 
plants, boiled and fried. 

The leaves and the ftems of blite, boiled. 

The leaves of feveral fpecies of oraches, boiled. 

The leaves and the ftems of common black night-fhade *, boiled.. 

The leaves of corn, or red poppy +, boiled. 

The leaves of mallow, boiled. 

The young fhoots of wild or acute-leaved afparagus{, boiled. 

The ftems of the common rough bindweed §,. and of the lofty-climbing 
oriental bindweed |}, boiled. 

Prickly chicory, raw, as a falad. 

Dandelion, and a great number of chicoraceous plants, as a falad.. 

The leaves of various fpecies of fcorzonera, as a falad. 

The greater part of the campanulas, valerians, and fcabioufes, as a falad. 

‘The ieaves of bramble, boiled, and the tender tops, raw, as a falad. 

The ears of green maize, raw. 

The roots of parfley, boiled, as a falad, and as a ragout. 

The ftems and the leaves of fennel, boiled, as a falad, and pickled in vi- 
negar. 

The fruits of the love-apple, boiled, and as a ragout, or as feafoning. 
A cultivated plant. 

The leaves and the buds of the thornlefs caper-bufh,. pickled in vinegar. 


* Solanum nigrum, Linn. + Papaver rheas. Linn. t Afaragus acutifolius. Linn, 
§ Smilax afperas LINN. | Swtlax excelfa. Linn. @ Solanum licoperficum. LINN. 
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Among the cultivated plants, we remarked the briflly-leaved corchorus, 
or common Jew’s mallow*, which we again faw in ftill greater abundance 
in Ecypr. Its leaves are eaten with pleafure, during the whole fummer, as a 
ragout or fimply boiled, fqueezed, and feafoned with olive-oil. Care is taken 
to fow the feeds from the end of the winter to the end of the {pring, in 
watered places. The plant is annual, branchy, and rifes to the height of 


two feet. 


Ketmta, or bamia-+, known in the ANrinyes under the name of gombeau, 
is alfo cultivated, not only in Crere, but throughout the Levant. Its 
fruit, from three to four inches long, is gathered from the end of Prairial to 
Fructidor, and eaten as a ragout alone, with different feafoning, and more 
frequently mixed with meat: it 1s mfpid, vifcous, and by no means difficult 
of digeftion. The feeds are fown towards the end of the winter in watered 


places. This annual plant would thrive very well in the South of France. 


To this lift we might add the greater part of the kitchen-garden plants 


cultivated in EuROPE. 


It is to be regretted that the potatoe is not known to the inhabitants of 
GREECE; it would certainly grow under the fhade of the chefnut-tree of 
Seino, onthe Wuite Mountains, on Mount Ipa, on Mount Dicra, 
and on all the elevated and cool places of the ifland. It would contribute 
to render independent the Sphachiots, whom the want of fubfiftence fre- 
quently calls to the maritime towns of the north coaft: it would fave the 
corn which, in general, runs fhort in this country: it would afford to all the 


Greeks a wholefome food which would ‘not excite the envy of the greedy 


+ 


* Corchorus olitorius. Linn.——Coréte potagére, Lamarck. Encyclop. 
“ Hibifeus efeulentus. Linn—Ketmie comeftible, Lamarcx. Encyclop. 
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Mufulman. It is to be hoped that the Spbachiots will one day be indebted’ 
for this benefit to the European merchants who refide at Canza, or to the 
Greeks whom commerce at this day attracts to the principal-cities of Ev- 


ROPE. 


When we caft our eye on the alimentary productions which the ifland fur- 
nilhes, and which might be multiplied with the greateft facility, we are 
aftonifhed that the Greek cultivators are reduced to live, the whole year, on 
barley-bread, falted olives, and wild plants. It feldom happens that they 
indulge themfelves in the ufe of more delicate aliments: they prefer felling 
them in order to difcharge the taxes, or pay the too frequent extortions of 
heir agas. ‘Fhe inhabitants of the towns, and particularly the Europeans, 
live tolerably well at little expenfe. Mutton is every where excellent, and 
{carcely cofts two fous the pound. Pork, bred’and fed in-moft of the Greek 
villages, is exquifite, efpecially when it is young: it is cheaper than mutton, 
becaufe the Turks dare not eat it. Lambs and kids appear on the fhambles 
of the three principal towns, during feveral months of the year. From the 
end of the fummer, are feen to come in abundance the quail, the turtle, the 
ring-dove, the loriot, the roller, the thruth, and a great number of fig- 
peckers, which are very delicate eating. The woodcock comes thither fome- 
what later, and there paffes the winter. The blackbird remains there all the 
year: it is very fat in winter, and is very well tafted. In {pring and fummer, 
Jarks, ortolans, and a great many {mall birds, fupply the place of the birds 
of paffage. The hare and the partridge are every where very common; the 
francolin and the bartavelle or Greek red partridge, are more fcarce. We 
{aw not rabbits in great numbers, except on the {mall iflands in the vicinity 
of Crete. The argali and the wild goat are in tolerable plenty on the 
mountains and in the fteep Zplaces. The villagers kill them fometimes by 
waiting to fhoot at them from a place of concealment, and come to fell them 
at CANDIA, Rerimo, and Canes, They alfo bring thither fome poultry, 

which 
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which fatten in the fields on feeds and infects that are there to be found: 
The turkey-cock, in particular, is remarkable for its fize, tlre delicacy of its 
fleth, and the low price at which it is obtained: for a piaftre, or about two 
livres (20d. fterling). a turkey may be purchafed, weighing from twelve to 
fifteen pounds, and for one livre a bird of the fame fpecies, that weighs feven 


or eight. Beef is {carce, and the ox is little ufed but in country labour. 


There are few countries in the Levant which afford a greater variety of 
interefting vegetables than the Ifland of Crere. The botanift may hope 
to reap there, in all feafons, a harveft more or lefs abundant. In fact, when 
the heat has parched up the earth, and burnt the greater part of the plants 
in the plains and on the hills in the vicinity of the fea, then Dicta#, Ina, 
and SpHacuta, which are fituated in a temperature more mild and more 


moift, are covered with flowers of every {pecics. 


If the botanift quit thefe elevated places im the firft rains of autumn, 
be is furprifed to find under his feet a yellow-flowered ranunculus, tolerably 
fragrant, worthy of figuring in the gardens of florifts; a fweet-fmelling, white 
narciffus; feveral hyacinths, two fpecies of faffron, a crocus, a day-lily, &c. 
Prefently he fees the mandrake, the virtues of which empirics have extolled, 
but of which the wife phyfician is miftruftful as a venomous plant. The 
arborefcent lucern flowers before the end of autumn. In Nivéfe, Pluvidfe, 
and Ventdfe, all the rifing grounds are covered with ranunculufes, anemones, 
ixias, crocufes, irifes, and a great number of cruciform plants; to which 
fueceed rapidly orchifes, labiatee, rock-rofes, fome umbellate, and moft of 
the leguminous plants. In the middie of fummer are found fone late 
plants, and a great number of bufhes and fhrubs, fuch as favories, thy:mes, 
{tachys, oleanders, myrtles, &c. and towards the end of the ftu::mer, fome 


fyngenefia, among which is to be remarked the gummy-rooted atraétylis. 


The 


238 TRAVELS IN THE 

The other branches of natural hiftory are no lefs interefting than that of 
the plants: land-fhells, for example, are here very common and very nu- 
merous. Independently of the fpecies of Europe, here are to be found a 
great number which are not known to naturalifts. We fhall for the prefent 


content ourfelves with giving an account of fome of them. 


c The flat-/pired helix (Prapy AV IT. fe5.0,0,¢.). {it keeps, durin 
the fumimer, in the clefts of rocks, whence it probably does not iffue till the 
early rains of autumn. ‘The firft time that we faw it, we were obliged to 
employ wedges for the purpofe of fplitting the rock. It is remarkable, from 
the firft volute of the {pire being convex and rounded, and from the others 
being flattened. If the thell be young (c), the firft volute of the {pire is 
Sharp-edged. We likewife met with it at Ruopgs.* 


2. On fome fhrubs is found the fa/céolated bulimus (fig. 5.), whole 
mouth is oval, brown within, and white on the edges. The thell is fefiform, 
white, with a great number of lines of a deep rufous colour, which imper- 
ceptibly difappear as it grows old. We faw it again at Ruopes, in Syria, 


and in CARAMANIA*+. 


Among the bulimi, which are to be found in the rocks, are to be re- 


marked: 


3. The twiffed-necked bulimus (fig. 4. @, b.} It is of a rufous white: its 


mouth is almoft round, a little oval; the margin is flightly expanded, and 


® Hewix fpiriplana mediocris, depreffa, umbilicata, circulis interrupté guttulatis notata; anfradz 
primo convexo, caterss difcdideo planiffimis ; apertura collo continuato fuborbiculata candida, 


Buuimus fafciolatus parvus, oblongus, albidus, longitudinaliter fufco multilineatus; apertura 
: 8 g 


intus tota fufca, labia finplics albo. 


difplays 
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difplays within, on the right fide, two fmall folds not very apparent. The 
neck is free and quadrangular. The laft volutes of the {pire are cut as in the 


decollated bulimus *. 


4. The bluné bulimus (fg. 2. a. 6.) has an oval mouth, flightly bi- 
dentated, and reddifh within. Tach fpire has a great number of very elevated 
lines. The extremity is always truncated when the fhell has attained its full 


fize +. 


5. The taper bulimus (fig. 6. a, 6.) is elongated, ftriated, and formed of 
fifteen or fixteen fpires. The mouth is oval, a little oblong: it has within 
two folds on the fide of the columella, more or lefs marked. The laft fpires 


are of a deep blackifh blue f. 


6. The znfated bulimus (fig. 3. @, 0.) 1s not fo long, and more inflated 
than the preceding; its ftriz are more apparent: thofe of the laft volute form 
wrinkles well marked. There are only twelve or thirteen volutes to its fpire. 
The mouth is oval, and flightly bidentated: the extremity appears as if ob- 


ftructed by fome acceffary folds ||. 


Lizards do not commonly infpire as much fright as ferpents: not one is 
known to be venomous; and neverthcelefs, in feveral places, we find an opi- 


nion eftablifhed that fome of thefe reptiles are extreniely dangerous. The 


* Buximus torticollis /nifer, parvulis, dilute rubiginofus, valde truncatus, fubcylindricus 3 collo 
libero, anguftato, fubquadrato; apertura fubrotunda. 


+ Buuimus retufus fniffer, parvulus decollatus, fufiformi-cylindraceus, totus confpicue plicato-ftriatus, 
obfolete albeus; apertura ovali, iatrorfum obfeure biplicata, rufidula. 

t Buiimus teres fxifer, parvulus, angufle fufiformis, obfelote ftriolatus, cum wertice atrato al- 
bidus 3 anfracibus planijjimis; apertura ovatoroblonga, obfcuré bidentata. 

|| Burimus inflatus /nifler, parvulus, ventricofo fufsformis, cum ver trice atrato laGeus; leviter 


friclatus ; apertura oveli, obfcuré bidentata, alba. 


“het 
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firft time that we faw the ocellated feink (Piste XVTZ. jig. 1.), fome 
Greeks who were with us fhrunk back with horror, as if they had perceived 
the moft dangerous viper. It was much worfe when they faw us take it in 
our hand: they thought us undone. We withed to undeceive them refpect- 
ing the fuppofed venom of this reptile, by fuffering ourfelves to be bitten: 
but we did not attain our objet. The ignorant, as is well known, do not 
eafily get the better of an error. Thefe Greeks were then perfuaded either 
that we were forcerers (for they believe in all fooleries of this kind), or that 


we were acquainted with an antidote for the venom of this animal. 


This fcink lives in the fand in Crete, Cyprus, and Ecyrt, and not in 


the houfes, as is aflerted by Forskat. 


All its body is covered with little imbricated, fmooth, fhining fcales: it is 
of a yellowith gray ‘beneath, and of a grayith green above, with oblique, 
tran{verfal rows of hexagonal, black fpots, each marked with a fmall quad- 
rangular white fpot. The tail, in fome individuals, is in proportion longer 
than the fpecies reprefented, and is marked with the fame fort of {pots as the 
body. The feet are fhort; the toes are flender, long, and terminated by a 


very diftinct claw. This fcink runs with tolerable nimblenefs*. 


The lizard the moft common in all the ifiands of the ARcn1IPELAGO, in 
Crete, inthe Morea, on the eaft coaft of Natroira, in Eayrr, and in 


Syria, is the fedléo, named by the Greeks, cocordilos+. It has the body 


4 Stixcus occellatus fupra grifeo-virefiens, maculis nigris hexagonis punéo albo notatis. 
Lacerta ocellata cauda tereti, imbricata, brevi. Forskat. Deferitt. Animal, page 13. 
Lacerta ocellata. Gueu. Sy?. Nat. vol. i. pars. ili, p. 1077. 


+ Tournerort, Voyage au Levant, vol. i. p. 313}. 
Lacerta fiellio. Linn, Syft. Nat. p» 361. No. 10. 
Le fellion, Lace’ pene. Quadr, Ovip. vol. is p. 369. 
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mixed with gray, yellowifh, and brown; the head and the back covered with 
fcales, fimple or tubercled, and pointed. The fcales of the fect are more 
turned up, and more pointed, than thofe of the back. The tail is verticil- 
lated, and covered with prickly fcales. This lizard acquires ten or twelve 
inches in length. It lives on infeéts, and docs no mifchief. It is fecn to feek 
the fun in fummer: in winter it keeps in holes, and there paffes that feafon 


in a fort of torpor. 
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CHAP TER xly. 


State of agriculture and of induftry in Crete-—Character of the Turks.—~ 
Precautions which they take againft the plague.-—Export and import 


trade of this ifland. 


Far from the rod of the Turks, and under the thicld of their privileges, 
the Greeks of the iflands of the Ancu1PELaAGo, ‘affured of being able to 
enjoy, to a certain degree, the fruit of their labours, in general, cultivate 
their fields, or apply themfelves to fome induftry with fuficient ardour and 
intelligence. But in Crete, expofed inceflantly to fee their crops taken 
away from them by the aga, to be {tripped of their property by the pacha, 
to be infulted, cudgelled, and robbed by every janizary, the cultivators. 
are never inclined to {natch from the earth, by an increafe of labour, a 
produce which they would fee pafs into the hands of thofe whom they 


have fo much realon to hate. 


The fields which they cultivate, planted by their anceftors when a civi- 
lized, induftrious, and trading people * governed the ifland, and favoured 
agriculture, are running to wafte from day to day: the olive-tree perifhes, 
the vine difappears; the foil is wafhed away by the rains; yet thefe unfor- 
tunate Grecks, difheartened as they are, think not of repairing the damages. 
which time is inceffantly occafioning them. There is nothing but the preffing, 
want of living and of paying the taxes that can induce them to gather their 


olives, fow their lands, and give their attention to a few bees. 


* The Venetians. 


Induftry 
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Induftry is almoft null in the Greek villages fubject to the agas. It is 
not without trembling that the inhabitants there make a few coarfe cloths, 
and the moft fimple implements of hufbandry. ‘The women are fcarcely ever 
employed but in mending the old rags which they and their hufbands wear 
as long as they can. When they drefs themfelves in new clothes, which 
happens but feldom, they avoid fhowy colours and fluffs of a certain price. 
They know that their fuit would be taken away from them by the foubach1, 


or by -fome other Turk, and would even expofe them to outrages. 


This is not the cafe in SpHacuta. The Greek of thofe mountains is 
at the fame time fhepherd, agriculturift, and artifan. He turns to a pretty 
good account the lands which he poffefles; he breeds, with fufficient intel- 
ligence and fuccefs, a great number of cattle; he manufactures with tolerable 
fkill the cloths with which he clothes himfelf, the utenfils of which he makes 
uafe, and the implements which he employs. But the Sphachiot has pre- 
ferved, as we have faid before, the energy of the independent man, and the 


activity of him who enjoys without moleftation the fruit of his labour. 


The furkith villages prefent not fo much wretchednefs as thofe be-- 
longing to the Greeks, becaufe the cultivator is much more fure of his pro- 
perty, and may without fear improve it by every means in his power. In- 
dependently of the taxes which he pays, being, in general, lefs burdenfome ; 
andependently of his being exempt from perfonal impoft, it feldom happens 
that too revolting an injuftice is committed in regard to him, becaufe the 
inhabitants are ever ready to rife and defend him among them who fhould 


be oppreffed. 


Notwithftanding fo many advantages, neither agriculture nor induftry are 
m vigour among them. Being almoft all enrolled among the janizaries, they 
depend on the pay which’they have to receive; they alfo depend on the ex- 


II 2 tortions, 
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tortions which they never fail to commit on the Greeks whenever they have: 
an opportunity. It might be faid that, like voracious and lazy droncs, the 
Turks have come to. eftablith themfelves on a foreign land only for the pur- 
pofe of confuming there, without trouble and without care, the fubfiftence. 
which others draw from the earth by their labour, or procure themfelves, 
from abroad by their induftry. 


The charaéter of thefe foreigners is fo ftrongly marked,. that a travelles: 
finds them the fame into whatever country of the empire he tranfports: 
himfelf. The Turks of Evrorr, neverthelefs, are reckoned to. be more 
courageous, more ferocious, but not fo: ignorant nor fo» honeft as thofe cf 
Asta. Thofe of Constantirnopre,. and of the principal-maritime towns, 
are, in- general, fomewhat. more. mild, fomewhat. better. informed, than thofe 
who live up the country, Thofe of the Ifland.of Crere are diftinguifhed for 
their malice, their good look, and their intelligence.. 


Whether the Sphachiots;. whofe:courage they have-experienced;. and with 
whofe hoftile difpofition they are acquainted, render them miftruflful, or 
whether the great number. of other Greeks by whomr the iffand is peopled, 
equally obliges them to keep om their guard, the Turks,. here more than 
elfewhere, are always inclined to put.a Greek to: death with their own hands, 
or fend him to execution, under the fmalleft pretext. Falfe witneffes make 
no fcruple of appearing before the trzbunals, when the queftion is legally to 


get rid of a man whofe property is coveted and whofe courage is dreaded.. 


No one is ignorant that, in the capital, it has been: fometimes: propofed to 
recur to a general meafure, and to cut off in one day all the Greeks of the 
empire: but intereft has always withheld the army when ready. to ftrike. In: 
Crete, recourfe will infallibly be had to this atrocious meafure, if the ifland 


were threatened by an European power. We are perfuaded,. that on the fir& 


danger 
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danger the Turks of this ifiand would not fail to feize, indifcriminately, all 
the Greeks who might be in a condition to carry arms, and to facrifice them 
to their own fafcty, unleis that power fhould have taken beforehand the pre- 
caution of tranfmitting arms fecretly, and of fcreening, by that means, thefe 


unfortunate beings from the murderous. {word of their oppreflors. 


The Turks are, in general, handfomer than the Europeans. Their ftature 
is not taller; but their features are more regular; their countenance is com- 
monly more agreeable, and move expreffive. Do they owe this advantage to 
their inadlive life, to the climate which they inhabit, to the aliments which 
they ufe, to the comfort which they almoft all enjoy, or muft we attribute 
the caufe of it to thofe flaves, generally rather handfome, who have brought 
them into the world? What would induce us to believe that the more ge- 
neral beauty of the women, in TurKEY, contributes greatly to the beauty 
of the men, is that the Turks of Crete, who, fince they have occupied the 
ifland, are in the habit of marrying, in the Aapim manner, the handfomeft 
Greek girls of the country, are {lill handfomer than thofe of the reft of 
TURKEY. 


They are alfo more intelligent: to fee them and hear them, one would 
imagine that they have received from their mothers a few {parks of that bril- 
lant wit, of that fhrewd fagacity, with which the Greeks are endowed, and 


which they have preferved, even in flavery. 


Thefe Turks are the only ones in the empire, who, notwithftanding the 
prejudices of their nation, have ventured to fubmit to a fort of quarantine 
all ftrangers who come from a country infefted with the plague. They even 
carry precaution fo. far as to prohibit their ports to veffels that have on board 
fick fufpected to have that diforder, unlefs they bring provifions of which the 
ifland ftands in great need; and in that cafe they, by every known means, 


hinder 
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hinder the plague from being introduced among them. But as they cannot 
prevent the acceis of a Turkish fhip of war, nor fubje& her to the falutary 
regulations of the ifland, the precautions which they take with refpec&t to 
others, are very often infufficient. In fact, the galiondgis, from whatever 
country they come, and whatever may be their ftate of health, are eager to 
eet on fhore, land their effects, and communicate with the inhabitants of the 
town and country. Thus # was that a kerlanguifch belonging tothe Porte; 
arrived from Cawea, in the year IV. (1796), brought thither a plague of 
the moft contagious and moft deftru€tive nature, which in lefs than two years 
vifited the whole ifland, and carried off upwards of one-fourth of the inhabi- 
tants. It had not yet ceafed when we left ConsranriNopLe, in the year 
VI. (1798), although it had, for feveral months paft, loft much of its malig- 
nity. 


Another law, lefs wife nodoubt, which refults from the too fmall quantity 
of corn that the ifland furnifhes, fubjects veffels laden with grain and other 
provifions, which happen to put into one of its harbours, to feil their cargo 
before they get under fail again. And were the ifland provided with a 
fufficient abundance of provifions to be fold at a very low price, the captain 
could not obtain permiffion to carry his commodity elfewhere without making 
a prefent to the pacha, to the cuftom-houfe officer, and to the corps of jani- 
Zaries, 


In the principal towns, it is a pleafure to fee public granaries which were 
probably conftruéted in the time of the Venctians. Thefe confift of large 
{quare pits in mafonry, coated with a cement capable of fecuring from hu- 
midity the grain contained in them, The opening is narrow, and carefully. 
clofed. Corn keeps very well in thefe pits, provided they are not too damp, 
They are very common in Iraty, and throughout the East: their form is 
more frequently oval, and very much fwelled in the middle. We might have 


5 recourle 
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recourfe to them with the fame advantage in FRANCE, and, as occafion re- 
quired, make ufe of thofe vats 1a mafonry which the inhabitants are in the 


habit of conftru@ting in moft of the wine-countries. 


The corn which is gathered in Creve not being fufficient for the con- 
fumption of the inhabitants, there comes every year a tolerably large quantity 
from Voto, from SaLonica, from the Morea, from Syria, and fome- 


times from Eayrpr. 


Wine is made only in a few diftricts of the ifland: in fome others, the 
inhabitants prefer carrying their grapes to the town, or drying them for trade. 
Thofe who have no wine difpenfe with it, and drink water: it feldom hap- 


pens that any is brought to them from the iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO. 


The mulberry-tree vegetates very well in Crete. Silk-worms thrive 
there wonderfully, and, neverthelefs, that tree is fcarce. Every year is 
brought from Syria the filk neceffary for the manufacture of a few ftrings 
and a few ribands, which are exported to CONSTANTINOPLE. Some cloths 
in filk and cotton, and in filk and flax, are alfo manufaCtured: the latter 


ferve for making fhirts and fhifts, and are confumed in the country. 


Although flax is tolerably plentiful, yet it does not fuffice for the wants 


of the inhabitants: they draw a great deal from Ecypr. 


Cotton is little cultivated; that which is confumed in this ifland, comes 


from SmMyRNA and the environs of Eruesus. 


There arrive alfo from this latter place buffalo-hides and ox-hides, and 
coarfe fheep-fkins, for the ufe of the mountaineers, who make of them a 


fort of boot which reaches to the knee. 
Sefamum 
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Sefamum is cultivated in a fmall quantity: in the towns, its feed is mixed 
with bread, in order to give the latter more flavour. Here the inhabitants 
are not in the habit of extra¢ting oil from it, as as practifed in fome iflands 
of the ArcHipeLaco, in fome diftricts of Syria, and ina good part of 


Pensrza and Inpra. 


The only articles of exportation from the Ifland of.Crereg, are oil, foap, 
wax, honey, cheefe, raifins, almonds, walnuts, chefnuts, St. Jouyn’s bread, 


linfeed, and liquorice-root. 


The oil that the ifland can furnith in a good feafon is eftimated at two 
hundred thoufand milleroles*. Of this the French draw nearly one-fourth: 
the Italians and Germans take off a {mall quantity: the people of the country 
make a great confumption of it for their food. All the reft is confumed by 


the foap-houtfes. 


Next to oil, foap is one of the moft important articles of exportation. It 
paffes to Tunts, to CONSTANTINOPLE, and into all the towns of the Lr- 
vant. It is not fo good as that of Marsriives for wafhing and cleaning 
linen; but, neverthelefs, the Turks prefer it, becaufe it is cheaper, and is, 
befides, almoft as good as ours for wafhing their body, fhaving their head, 


and for the other ufes to which they apply it. 


At Canvia, there are twenty-five foap-houfes, which employ the greater 
part of the oils of the province, and of thofe fituated in the caft part of the 
ifland. There were formerly feyveral French houfes in that town, which ex- 
ported to Marse1Lues part of the oils which were gathered in the environs. 


Cargoes of it were alfo fhipped at Sprna-Lonea, Mirasen, Serria, and 


* A meafure of MarseiiLes, which is equal to fixty-fix pintes, Paris meafure. 


GERA- 
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Gera-Perra; but the merchants have been obliged, by degrees, to abandon 
their eftabliftments, becaufe the Turks, who wifhed to make themfelves 
mafters of all the oils of thefe ccuntries for their foap-houfes, frequently 
raifed the populace againit them, and put their lite in danger. It may be 
expected that one day the fame thing will happen at Canga. The French 
houfes there maintain themfelves only becaufe the prefent cuftom-houfe 
officer is a man of weight, and finds a greater profit in the extraction of 
the oil made by the Europeans, than in that of the foap made by the Turks; 
for the Europeans pay in Crere three per cent. of the value of merchandife, 
while the Turks there pay only two and a half. The Greeks, the Jews, and 


the Armenians, pay five per cent. 


Although oils are in great abundance in the environs of Retrmo, there 
are to the prefent day no more than eight foap-houfes in that town, becaufe 
the French eftablifhed at Canea alfo thip there feveral cargoes of oil, and be- 
caufe the greater part of thefe manufactories belong to Jews under the pro- 
tection of France. If the Turks fucceed in getting poffeffion of all thefe 
foap-houfes, which they frequently attempt, the French merchants will be 
obliged to relinquifh the oils of Rerimo, becaufe the Turks will then tax 
the oils of that province, as they have done at Canpra, and referve to 


themfelves alone all the profits. 


‘There are twenty foap-houfes at CANEA, which employ the oils of the 
provinces of Krssamos, S—EL1No, and Kipowtra; but thefe oils are in fuch 
plenty, that the Frerch houfes eftablifhed in that town difpatch to Mar- 
SEILLES, during the year of the gathering and the following, to the value of 


from one to two millions of our livres. 


The wax which is not confumed in the iland, is purchafed by the. 
French merchants, who fesd it to Marszitties. This article, which is 


VODs 11s K kK generally 
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generally of the value of from 12 te 15,000 livres, amounts fometimes to 


30,000, and even more. 


The honey is of little importance: it pales to ConsTANTINOPLE and: 


into EcyptT. 


The exportation of cheefe from SpHacura and the environs is eftimated 


at upwards of 30,000 livres: it almoft all goes to CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Raifins are a confiderable article of exportation. They are fent to Eeypr 
and to Syria. A few years before our arrival, an Enginh yeffel took in a 
cargo of thefe, which, undoubtedly, did not anfwer, as no other veffel be- 
longing to that nation has fince prefented herfelf for the fame objet. The 
raifins of CRETE having large ftones, being dirty, and frequently impregnated 
with earth, cannot fuit the Englifh, who put this fruit into their puddings, 
fh the Levant, they are fcarcely employed, except for making brandy and: 


fherbets. 


The other fruits pafs into Eaypr and Syrra, as well as liquorice-root. 


Linfeed is purchafed by the Italians. 


The French, one year with another, bring from Marsgiiuzs to the 
value of from 150 to 160,000 livres, in CARCASSONE woollen cloths, gilding, 
laces, and ftuffs of Lyons, in imperial ferges manufactured at Nismezs, in 
{mall fhef, tin, iron, fteel, coffee, fugar, nutmegs, cloves; indigo, cochineal, 


paper, and in various articles of hard-ware. 


From Venrceand from Trieste are brought glafs-ware, hard-ware, and, 
above all, planks, the greater part of which ferve for making foap-cafes 
-The returns are made in oil, in foap, and in wax. As thefe commedities 


I ; are 
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are there of greater value than thofe which are brought, the balance is paid 


In VENICE fequins. 


The inhabitants of the iflands of the AncnipELaco bring to Canpra 
and Canza, almoft all the wood neceffary for the foap-houtes; they procure 
it either in CARAMANIA, or in GREECE. Every year there arrive ten or 
twelve boats, each valued at 12 or 1500 piaftres. They take in return oil 


and foap. 


The Cretans themfelves carry on fome trade: they draw from SaLonica, 
corn, cotton, tobacco, and iron; from CoNnsTANTINOPLE, Bursa ftuffs, 
Anoora chélits, thoes, handkerchiefs for the head-drefies of their women, 
and copper utenfils. At Smyrwa, they take hides, Turkey leather or Mo- 


rocco, cotton, quilted coverlids, Englith fhaloons, and fome French goods, 


At Gaza, they take afhes for their foap-houfcs; at ALEpPo, filk ftuffs: 


they purchafe, on all the coaft of Syrra, corn and filk. 


Ecyprt fupplies them with corn, rice, flax, linen-cloths, and afhes, 
Derna and BenGazti, onthe coaft of Arrica, fend butter, known under 
the name of manidgue. Tunts and Tripotrr exchange their caps and their 


corn for foap and fequins. 
On Mount Ipa and in Spyacuta is found a {pecies of ¢ragacantha, which 


furnifhes a little gum tragacanth; but this production is not there in fufficient 


abundance to be gathered and to enter into trade. 


Ladanum is an article of little importance: a very {mall quantity of it pafies 


to Smyrna and to ConSTANTINOPLE, 


The- 


to 
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The wool is fhort, coarfe, and like that of the iflands of the AncureELAGco. 


It is all confumed in the country. 


Every one is acquainted with the hone which commerce draws from Crete 
and from Stancuo. The former, not fo good nor fo fine as the other, is 
found to the fouth-weft of Rerrmo, in the territory of the Sphachiots. It 
is generally brought to the harbour of Canea,: whence it is fent to Man- 


SEILLES, and into fome towns of Iraty. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


G, Woodfall, Printer) Paternofier-row, Londen. 
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